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PREFACE. 


H O E V E R attentively perufes our books 


of voyages and travels, will be abundantly 


convinced, that every treatife of' this kind, written 
with judgment from the dictates of truth, is produc- 
tive of great advantages to fociety. How many dif- 
coveries do we owe to thefe laborious obfervers of 
the operations of nature, and the performances of art ! 
Some of them have applied themfelves to determine in 
the mod accurate manner the latitude and longitude of 
different places, to obferve the temperature of the air, 
and the various changes it is fubjedt to at different fea- 
fons of the year. Others have direded their attention 
to the fevera! degrees of heat and cold, the drought 
and moifture, the denfity and tenuity, the gravity and 
levity, the purity and noxious qualities in the air of 
different countries, and in different feafons ; and at the 
fame time to remark it’s changes and variations, and 
at what times they generally happen. They have alfo 
carefully obferved what winds a country is mod fub- 
jed to ; which of them are impregnated with falutary, 
and which with peftiferous particles : v/hich bring 
on their wings refrelhing (bowers, and nourifh the ve- 
getable produdions of the earth; and which waft 
thofe terrible armies of locufts, that often intercept, in ■ 
their flight, the rays of the fun, and fpread defolation 
over a whole country. 

With regard to the waters, they have minutely 
examined the depth and faltnefs of the lea at different 
places *, the various plants that cover it’s bottom, and 
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the aftonilhing variety of infe&s and fifties, with which 
it abounds. They have accurately obferved the fet- 
* ti'rigS : anA velocities of the currents, with the ordinary, 
and extraordinary accidents attending the flux and re- 
flux of the fea. 

Nor have they otfiitted to confider the rapidity of 
' th£ .cjifren tt of rivefs, the remarkable inundations to 
- which fome of them are fubjeft, and the prodigious 
fertility they occafion. And at the fame time have 
made the neceflary obfervations on the various lakes 
and mineral waters found in different counties, their 
properties, virtues, and ufes. 

After a general furvey of the earth, they have 
attentively examined the obje&s that decorate it’s fur- 
face, and thofe which are found in it’s bowels. The 
various nature of the foil, and the fingular properties 
far which each is remarkable. The plants and ani- 
mals with which it abounds, together with their ufes, 
their virtues, or noxious properties. With regard to 
each particular country, they have defer i bed it’s di- 
jnenfions,- fituation, and boundaries ; and the feve- 
ral plains, mountains, hills, and valleys, for which it 
js remarkable. » They have meafured the height of 
fountains, obferved their directions, pointed out the 
places where they are eafieft: of afeent, and where their 
precipices render them impaftable. They have care- 
' fully obferved the bearings of head lands, roads,. : and 
harbours •, the dangerous rocks, fands, and fhallpws, 
that project from fome, and the fecure retreat which 
others offer to the mariner, where his fhip may ride 
jn fafety am idft the violence of the fiorm. f . ■. 

- Others have with attention contemplated tHeiftu- 
pendous ruins of antiquity, which ftill difplay >the 
^mazing power and wealth of their founders, nptwith- 
ftanding they have been defaced by the hand of lawlefs 
ambition, and fuperftitious bigotry, arid fo long ex- 
pofed tq the corr-oding teeth of time. * , r 
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Nor have the bowels of the mountains efcaped the 
tefearches of the curious ; they have explored mines 
which nature leems to have endeavoured conceal 

fwfothe . prying eyes of* mortals \ and have difcovered 
the fecret recefles where the precious gems, fo highr 
.iy, valued, .by v the.- rich and powerful, are .^form- 
ed,, and acquire thofe exquifite tin£ts, ; and, brilli-r v 
ant luftres, which art has io long, endeavoured to 
.imitate. . • , 

.. Bu t the mod general objeCt of enquiry, and which 
•is not indeed attended with fo many difficulties, is 
the nature of the different inhabitants of the terra- 

• 4 J ' 

queous, globe ; their manners, cuftoms, difpofitions, 
virtues, and vices ; their mental and corporeal facul- 
.ties, exercifes, , manner qf living, education, polity, 
trade, commerce, the diftempers they are fubject to, 
and the methods they ule in curing them. .. . 

For thefe, and a great variety of other ufeful dis- 
coveries, and valuable informations, we are obliged 
to attentive and judicious travellers. Without the 
lights they have afforded us, we fhould ftill have 
been involved in the night of ignorance, like our 
fore-fathers. We fhould have known nothing of the 
wonderful ftructure and conftitution of this earthly 
. globe, which providence has allotted for our habita- 
tion: .we fhould have been totally ignorant of the re- 
ligjqns, laws, and cuftoms, which prevail in different 
parts of the earth \ deprived of all opportunities of 
improving the faculties of our minds, and confequent- 
ly without ability , to conduct oqrfelves like rational 
creatures. , , ; • 

. It is therefore no wonder, that perfons of the great- 
eft learning and wildom, have* in all ages, been ex- 
cited to vifit; foreign countries, in order to enquire 
into the wonderful productions of nature and art, and 
make . t;hemfelves acquainted with the cuftoms and 
manners of the inhabitants.- To acquire this they 
havf difregarded fatigue and expence j nay even ha- 
\ , ‘ v ‘ ' zurded 
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zarded, their lives in order to improve their minds, 
and make difeoveries that might prove advantagious- 
to their country. 

• Among thefe ufeful members of fociety we may 
juftiy reckon thofe two eminent perfons, whpfe travels 
we now prefent to the publick. A work long defired 
by many learned and refpedable members of the uni- 
verfity of Leyden, who after perufing the manuferipts 
were pleafed to exprefs their approbation of them irr 
terms that do honour to the authors i and to obferve. 
that they found here many interefting particulars not 
mentioned by any other traveller. 

With regard to the authors themfelves, they were 
fo well known by the great figure they made, the one 
in the State, and the other in the Republick of Letters, 

■ that it would be fuperfluous to fay any thing of their 
great abilities, and the admirable talents they pofifef- 
fed. It will be fufficient to obferve, that they vifited 
thofe countries twice-, in the firfl tour they fpent nine 
years-, and in the fecond four. Their .principal in- 
tentions were to examine on the fpot, feveral parts 
of the Eaft, fo famous in hifbory, the monuments of 
antiquity that ftill remain in thefe countries, to copy 
the inferiptions they found among thofe ruins of an- , 
cient times, to obtain a thorough knowledge of the 
cuftoms, manner of living, trade, manufadiires, vir-; 
tues, and vices, of the eaftern people, and to perfedb 
themfelves in the oriental languages. _ . v 

How far they, were qualified for executing this, 
talk the following work will fufiiciendy demonttrate. 
The great variety of inferiptions, with which it. 
bounds, will fhew their care in colleding thefe remains 
of antiquity, .and cannot fail of giving the greateft 
fatisfadion to the lovers of this branch of literature \ 
and at the fame time, their accurate remarks and juft,: 
criticifms on the many ruins they vifited, will fuffici- 
ently prove that they were mailers of that variety of 
learning needfary to elucidate the fubjed, and to re-. 

move 
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move the veil of doubt and uncertainty, which time 
had drawn over thofe marks of remote ages. 

But their obfervations were not confined to the 
monuments of antiquity, for which the ieveral parts pf- 
the eaft are fo very remarkable •, they were extended 
to the prefent ftate of thofe countries ; their religion,, 
their laws, their trade, their manufactures ; in fhort, 
every particular that feemed to promife advantage 
to fociety, engaged the attention of our ingenious 
travellers.^ They candidly examined thefe Ieveral par- 
ticulars, and faithfully related them, adding fuch> 

. interefting remarks and obfervations as cannot fail of 
entertaining and delighting the reader. 

They ‘ nave been particularly careful to defcribe 
thofe places remarkable in hiftory, or that are now 
famous for their trade or opulence. Among, thefe. 
Jerufaiem, Ramah, Tiberias, Saphet, Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, Joppa, Jericho, and Bethany \ the rivers 
of Jordan and Kifhon ; the mountains of Carmel, 
Tabor,. Lebanon, Olives, and Hermon, with other 
places in the Holy Land, are largely deferibed, as 
being very interefting to moft readers. 

’ And for the fame reafon full deferiptions are given 
of the cities of Conftantinople, Aleppo, Smyrna, 
Magnefia, Cairo, Alexandria, . Damafcus, Scande- 
roon, Scio, Rhodes, Ephefus, Laodicea, Tyre, Si- 
don, Sardis, Antioch, Balbec, andThyatiraj the riU 
vers of Belus, Adonis, Nile, Meander, Paftolus, 
Cayfter, and Euripus ; the mountains of Sinai, Ho- 
reb, St Catharine, Ida, and Sypulus. Places long 

remarkable, and therefore mutt excite the curiofity 

- • * - • ' 1 * * ' 

every perfon. 

••Many of the above cities, fo celebrated by the 
Ancients for their wealth and fplendor, are now redu- 
ced to a mere heap of ruins •> the palaces once inha- 
bited by the powerful and voluptuous princes of Alia, 
are razed to their foundations, and levelled with the 
ground. And the fuperb temples, once the won- 
* der 
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der of the world, and whole ruins ftill aftonifh the 
traveller, are become a' retreat for bats and owls, * 
and their grand pavements, fo often fwept by the em- 
broidered robes of - the fuperb ladies of the ealt, are 
now the haunts of venomous ferpents, and retreats 
for the favage inhabitants of the defert. ' A n affedl- ' 
ing leffon ! and fhould teach us to value -the liberty 
and religion we enjoy in this happy ifland, and fti mu- 
late us to tranfmit thofe invaluable blefTings to our 
pofterity ; for the iron hand of tyranny, and the in- 
satiable fword of fuperftitious bigotry’, deftroyed thefe 
ancient cities, reduced their celebrated temples and * 
palaces . to heaps of rubbilh, and laid the pride and 
fplendor of the inhabitants in the duft. 

It is natural to fuppofe, that as both our travellers 
were natives of Holland, they did not traverfe the 
eaft without minutely obferving the trade and com- 
merce carried on in the feveral places they vifited. 
This was indeed a principal motive for their travel-; 
ling, and they were very careful not to omit any 
opportunity of examining into the particulars of 
a fubjedt fo intereftiiig to a trading nation. Th:y 
carefully remarked what particular branches were 
carried on by Europeans, and what by the native^ 
of the country *, the value of each, the methods made* 
tife of by different nations, and the advantages refult- 
ing from every branch of the eafterri commerce. 
Thefe, with a great variety of other remarks, made 
by our judicious travellers, on the religion, laws,* cu- 
ffoms, policy, manners, virtues* and vices, of the 
prefent inhabitants of the eaft, cannot fail of render- 
ing this work equally ufeful and entertaining to the 
reader. * ‘ * * * 
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Voyage^ from the Texel to Cadiz. 


i t\ 


i 

* * • 


T the approach of winter, ' which is the feafon 
■ ' for voyages to the Levant •, and particularly 
Jk' to the famous city of Smyrna, I agreed for 
my paffage with a captain of a merchant-fhip bound 
thither, who was then lying in the Texel, ready to 
put- to fea. Here,' during fix tedious weeks that we 
by Wind-bbund, -I recreated myfelf in taking a view 
of the ifland of the fame name, which is fo much 
talked of among us of the Continent y and which is 
likewife fufficiently known both to ' the reading and 
trading part Of the world, by the infinite number of 
fhipping going out and coming in. 

T Aland of Texel is one of the iflands of North 
Hollarid, and lies in 53 deg. north lat. is fix long Dutch 
miles in Circuit, exclufive of the Eyrland, or England* 
and tolerably well inhabited. The chief place is that 
Called Burg , which indeed might pafs for a little 
town, having walis^ -arid • gates. It contains likewife 
MSot.I. B the 
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the following villages, namely Horn, Koog, Oofter- 
end, Waal,, and Schil ; and thefe have all their particu- 
lar churches. It is alfo interfperfed with feveral Idler 
villages or hamlets, as Nieufchil and Wefterend, where 
{lands a high tower of a ruined church, which at pre- 
fertt ferveS fopa beacon *, and is every where thick fet 
with farm houfes. 

The Eggland, fo called from the great quantity of 
the- eggs of wild -fowl which are there taken and lent 
to Amfterdam, is ftill uninhabited, there being only 
dne houfe, which the States of Holland caufed to be 
bhilt in- 1699 ; they alfo maintain a cafteUain there, for 
by order of the faid affembly, this large tradl has been 
fecured by dykes, and connected to the illand of 
Texel . . . - * # 

On the Sea-dyke betwixt Schil and Hoorn lies a 
fort with baftions, and two redoubts ; it has alfo 
barracks, but without any garrifon. The illand is 
likewife in forfie places fenced againft the fea by fand- 
hills ; and in others, by dykes made only of lea- 
^eed. The foil is none of the moft fruitful 5 the 
produce of the illand .being* not fufficient for the fup- 
port of it’s: numerous inhabitants. . The ground is 
moftly fandy ; and in fome places, marfhy. The 
fheep, which are fmaller than thofe of Fricfland, 
continue in die paftures day and pight almoft through- 
out the year, without any Ihepherds •, but their legs are 
tied that they may not wander : tho* this fometimes, in 
winter, puts the peafants to the trouble of digging 
them from under the fnow. The little green cheefes 
made of their milk, and tinged green with certain herbs, 
are far from being defpicable. It is remarkable, that no 
rats are to he feen in this ifland : according to a com- 
mon feying of the inhabitants, indeed, they could not 
pick up a living there any time. It abounds much 
in rabbets * and in fummer-time, particularly on Egg- 
land, are all kinds of wild-fowl. In the winter-feafont 
are feen great numbers of wild-geefe. Here are alfc 

1 . • gOOd 
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good mufcel -banks, from which Amfterdam is part- 
ly fupplied with that kind of fhell-fifh. Of haddock 
and cod they have no more than they expend j but of 
plaife and herrings a great abundance. 

The ifland is governed by a Balljuw as it’s chief 
magi Urate i and in every village prefide Burgo-ma- 
fters and Scheppens. In the general afleffinent of the 
north quarter of Holland, it is computed annually to 
pay -70,000 guilders. A Angular cuftom prevails 
beie, viz. that no dog fhall be kept which cannot pa6 
through a certain ring kept for that purpofe by the 
roagiflrate * by which regulation the animals of this 
fpecies do not, in common, exceed the fize of a lap- 
dog." During my ftay this prohibition was formally 
renewed *, neverthelefs the fize of the cur was conftantly 
difpenfed with, when the owner did not refufe to pay 
a guilder for the privilege. 

The ftate of religion in this ifland is divided 
among the Calvinifts, the Baptifts, and Roman Ca* 
tholicks: but the Reformed are by much the moft nu* 
merous, and have fix minifters. In fome villages the 
Baptifts have two different meeting-houfes ; but the 
Roman Catholicks are not allowed to keep above one 
prieft for the whole ifland. . 

*■ A s to the tempers of the natives, it comes neareft 
to that of the Frieflandcrs 5 and there is alfo very lit- 
tle difference in their drefs. They are parfimoniousj 
fimple in their diet ; greedy of gain * for which the 
c-fea: is chiefly their refource, by fifhing, piloting fhips 
in and out, and faving of the cargoes of fhips ftrand- 
•€d,‘or otherwife damaged: and of the goods thus 
slaved* a third belongs to them for lalvage ; and their 
dexterity and intrepidity on fuch occafions are worthy 
the recompence. The women are good tempered 
♦and handy, and not entirely without beauty •, very 
of courtfhips, which among the youth of the 
^jptafantry is carried on in a manner like queejling. This 
c is an ancient cuftom of evening vifits and courtfhips 
^ » B 2 among 
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among the young people in the ifiands of Vlie, Wierin- 
gen, but elpecially in the Texel: It is indeed of an an- 
tiquity, the date of which cannot be traced. The fpark 
comes into the houfe at night, cither by the uoor, 
which is, left' upon the latch, or half open, by one of 
the windows, or through the liable, and makes his 
way to the bed-chamber of his fweetheart, who is al- 
' ready in her bed. After a compliment or two he begs 
‘leave that he may pull off his tipper garment and 
-come upon the bed to her. This being of courle 
■granted, ’he lifts up the quilt or rug, lays himfelf un- 
der it and then queefts^ that is, chats with her ’till he 
•thinks it time to depart, which is invariably done by 
the. fame entrance he came -in- at This is a cuftom 
5 from which the natives will not foon depart : the pa- 
rents thinking it equitable not to deny their children a 
freedom they themfelves were indulged in. Their in- 
nate, tenacious parfimbny alfo finds it’s account in this 
•cuftom, which difpenfes with the articles of fire and 
- candle in the long winter evenings and nights. 

I observed in the churches a very ridiculous and 
Mnilplaced tendernefs of the mothers, who, in order 
: to keep their childrens feet warm, put their legs 
through an opening made for that purpofe in the 
Trontrof their -petticoats. I have feen fome of them 
-carry this idle indulgence to a degree, even of inde- 
cency v and to a ftranger, however cuftom may have 
t familiarized the natives to it, really offenfive * * * 
.The roa$ in which the fhips lie- before the ifland is 
-fo fpacious, as to afford room for great numbers,- but 
.at the fame time* is inconvenient; and in hard gales 
■ not without danger, of which the frequent (branding, 

' or other damages done to* fhips are melancholy inftan- 
ccs :> and ; we . law too much of it while we lay here. 

' The village called the Schil carries away mofb -of 
a the trade with the fhips lying in the road. But moft 
of it’s publick houfes have lb bad a charadber for iiri- 
modefby and extortion, that -ftrangers of credit are 
j > - - obliged 
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Obliged to take up their quarters with fome hopefl: 

bur g her - . « . * . 

Th e (hips, in order to (land out to lea, mutt have 

an E, N. E, or S. E. wind; and muft be piloted 
through the channel called Lands-Diep by fworn efta- 
blifhed pilots, who are paid according to the tonnage 
of the ihip, from 20 to 60 or 70 guilders. 

The w;nd, at length, offered; and, which was a 
very p leafing circumftance, we weighed anchor with 
a tket of about 100 fail, under convoy of four men of 
war ; two for the St Ubes traders, one for thofe 
bound to Spain an,d the Streights, and one for the 
Turkey men. 

I n the mean time the wind did not long continue 
fair : however we reach’d the Forelands, and from 
thence gradually got into the Channel ; and had even 
reached beyond Portland, though not without danger 
to fuch a numerous fleet : for fqmetimes we had very 
heavy feas and hard gales, ’till at laft it was judged ad- 
vileable to put into the Englilli harbour of Portf- 
mouth, near the ifle of Wight ; where with the great- 
eft part of the ffeet we came to an anchor about noon. 
Our convoy fainted the king’s fliips which lay there 
with five guns, and were anfwered by a like number. 
All our fliips likewife, according to cuftom, were to 
lower their colours ; and they who fail’d, or did it not 
in a proper manner, . were reminded of their duty 
by a niulket or cannon -{hot through their fails. 

The town of Portfmouth is agreeably fituated, 
And, if not large, is well fortified with baftions, re^ 
doubts, half- moons, moats, and other out-works, all 
well planted with cannon. The ramparts alfo are 
kept in a good condition. It affords no remarkable 
edifices : but has fome creditable houfes ; however it 
cannot be much commended for cleanlinefs. . I found 
a great refemblance in that article, and the wooden 
houfes betwixt this place and the towns in the bifbop- 
;ick of Leige, and thofe about Maeftfioht, \yhei£ 
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they alfo bum toal, as they do here. But this place 
is rather a garrifon, crowded with failors, belonging 
to the royal navy, than a trading town. 

Without Portfrtiouth is the king’s dock’ for 
building and fitting out men of war, where one is no 
lefs amazed with the great quantities of naval (lores, 
than pleafed with the order in which they are kept. 
Likewife the ordnance wharf, where lie the artillery and 
military ftores for the (hips. When a fhip is finifhed, 
it is uiual to let the water into the dock through 
gates *, and thus the (hip is floated, and fafely trans- 
ported into the harbour, which is certainly better than 
our way in Holland, of launching Ships at once into 
the water, by which fo many accidents happen. 
About three Englifh miles from this place we fee a 
ruined caftle with a tower: it is called Julius Cefar’s 
cattle, as being fuppofed to have been built by him. 
On the other fide of the harbour lies Gofport , which 
has fome flight fortifications, but in it’s buildings is 
not unlike Portfmouth, particularly in too many 
wretched receptacles for the licentious failors ; which 
indeed is no more than what is feen in the fea-ports of 
the moft regular countries. 

I employed fome of this idle interval in taking 
a view of the ifle of Wight It is one . of the belt 
belonging to England •, large, fruitful, and very plea- 
(ant, and agreeably diverfified with hills, dales, and 
gentle rifings. E. and W. Cowes are the places where 
moft ftiips lie ; the laft is the larged, and of the great- 
eft refort. Here we fee an old caftle, now decay- 
ed, though it commands the harbour A great part 
of it’s cannon has been removed, as being unfervice- 
able. Between thefe two towns a branch of this bay 
runs up a league to a town called Newport, a very 
agreeable place, of fome trade, and the chief market- 
town of the iftand 

About three miles up the country (lands Carifbrook 
Caftle, famous for having been the prifon where king 
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Charles 1. was confined four years. It ftands on a hill 
amid ft delightful valleys ; and oppofite to it lies a 
fruitful hilly country, cultivated to the greateft advan- 
tage, and affording a rich profpedt. This cattle, which 
is an antique ftru&ure, is moftly built of flint dug in 
the neighbourhood. The out-walls are (till in a good 
condition ; but within it has a very ruinous appear- 
ance, efoecially the apartments in which the king was 
confined, with ,a guard kept over him. We were 
fhewn the window through which that unfortunate 
prince was for making his efcape, by the afliftance of 
an officer of the guard, who had been bribed for that 
purpofe, but betrayed the attempt which he was to 
favour. The chapel, together with a fmall arfenal, is 
ftill fubfifting, and it has fome guns mounted on the 
walls. But the cattle is fo far from having a garrifon, 
that the only perfon we faw in it was a woman. 

England in general, as well as this i Hand, is a 
•fruitful and a happy country ; the climate fo moderate, 
that it mutt: freeze very feverely in Holland, when 
England produces ice : and the. frofts here are leldom 
of fo long continuance, as with us. It’s bread, fletti, 
and beer, are not to be furpafied. The fair fex here 
are remarkably cleanly, and fo complailant and chear- 
ful, as not to be offended, if a foreigner falute them 
even with a kifs. 

After my little tour I retired to a village on 
the ifle of Wight, called Ryde, with a defign to 
board in fome creditable family ; that whilft we lay 
at Spithead, I might apply myfelf to the ftudy of 
the Englilh language, and made choice of this vil- 
lage, as being the neareft to the place where our ftiips 
lay : but the fame night the wind coming about fair, 
a fignai was made for weighing, and I put every thing in 
readinefs againft the boat came, but that was not ’till 
the next morning at eight of the clock, and nearly at 
low water. In the mean time the fhips. being under 
fail* I was obliged to wade through a confiderable 
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way up to the knees in the mud *, at laft, howeve?* 
to my great fatisfa&ion, though with Come difficulty, 
I got on board. But the wind again foon took us 
fhort, fo that we were obliged to come to an anchor in 
St Helen’s road. 

At length a fair wind carried us out to fea: and 
we came off the Burlings, where it is a cuftom to bap- 
tize all thofe who have never paffed that way before. 
Accordingly the commodore fet us an example, fired 
a gun, and hoifted the proper flag. They that are to 
undergo this baptifm are let down amain three times 
into the fea : however fome, on account of their 
youth, were excufed from this immerfion ; yet their 
arms are lifted up, and their hands tyed ; and in this 
pofture a funnel is put to their neck, and another to 
each fleeve, and water is poured as faff as poffible in 
and over the funnels *, or fometimes the boys are put 
under a bafket, or hamper, in company with a cat .or 
dog, and feverely walked . They who are unwilling 
to expofe themfelves to thefe ceremonies may pur- 
, chafe a difpenfation. A boy for a fchelling, u e. 58. ' *, 
a foremaft man pays, fomething more ; and every one 
.in proportion. The money colleded on thefe occa- 
fions is laid by for a merry-making among the {hip’s 
company. 

This baptifmal duty is faid to have been inftituted 
by the emperor Charles V. and no perfon is exempted 
from this law ; nor fo much as the Chips,' the boats, 
dogs, or cats. There are other fuch baptifm -places, 
as in croffing the Line ; and likewife in the Sound. 

W e had a pleafant and fjpeedy voyage as far as Cape 
Vincent, and made no doubt but that within 14 or 15 
days we fhould make Cadiz ; but the wind flew about 
to the oppofite quarter, and detained us another fort- 
night *, fo that the paffage from Portfmouth to Cadiz 
took us up four complete weeks. The weather proved 
fo fine, and the fea fo eafy, that we vifited one another 
from Ihip to fhip in the boats. We were feveral times 
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* entertained with the fight of fhoals of porpoifes ; and 
now and then a Barbary pirate toojc a diftant view of 
us, but made off on the firft appearance of any prepa- 
ration for a chace. At length we came to an anchor 
in Cadiz-bay, having entered it between two rocks •, 
the one called the Puercos, which appears above wa- 
ter; and the fecond the Diamond, which is a funken 
rock, always covered with water. * 


C H A P. II. . 

Account of the city and harbour of Cadiz, with 
J'ome remarks on the religious worJhip> way of 
living , manner s, carriage , &c. of the Spaniards. 

, 1 , 

C ADIZ is one of the mod opulent and beautiful 
cities in all Spain, and indifputably of the greatr 
eft commerce. The foundation of it is attributed to 
Hercu'es, who alfo in the motto of the city-arms is 
called, Fundator £5? Dominator Gadium. In the great 
market place of Cadiz is a marble ftatue of him ; a 
modern piece, placed inftead of the former which 
was decayed. 

A league fouthward of the city, on the fea-fhore, 
are ftill {landing Hercules’s pillars, as they are called ; 
I went to fee them, and found two towers, one cf 
which was round, and flood on an eminence, a little 
from the {here, and without any entrance at the bot- 
tom. It is pretty much decayed, yet evidently of too 
modern a ftrudlure to belong to times of fuch antiqui- 
ty ; and I am inclined to think, that it was formerly 
uled for a light- houfe. 

The fecond is about a mufket-ftiot nearer the city, 
and at the fame time clofe to the lea ; has all the ap- 
pearance of a column, is old, ruinous, and of a very 
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ancient architefture, that if there is ftill any thing in 
being of the celebrated pillars of Hercules, I fhould 
imagine it to be this laft : it is quadrangular; but part 
of the wall is already fallen down, fo that one fide of 
it is quite opened and expofed. 

Nature has very well fortified the city of Cadiz 
on all fides with rocks, as a fence againft the violence 
of the ocean. The whole ftrand indeed is every where 
covered with them *, though there are evident marks of 
the depredations of the fea. It is faid that St Sebaftian 
(a fmall church on a point of the ftrand without the 
city) formerly ftood in the middle of Cadiz, In the 
mean time, a ftrong wall is begun to fecure the city 
againft the encroachments of the fea ; it is built of 
rock-ftone dug out of the ground on the fpot, and 
ufed alfo for the walls and houfes of the city. On the 
other fide is the fpacious bay, which is never without a 
great number of fhips lying here in fafety. Towards 
the land-fide the city is defended by fortifications and 
outworks, but the ditches are dry. However, on ac- 
count of the rocky ground here it may be faid to be 
very ftrong ; and along the bay alfo the city is fecured 
by a ftout wall. 

Cadiz maybe accounted a city of a convenient 
extent ; it’s circuit being a walk of about a league and 
a half It has a great number of large houfes, but of 
no grand appearance, with fiat roofs and fautees> or 
.little towers. The houfes, as I have already noticed, 
are built of rock-ftone, but moft of them covered 
with mortar, and white- wafh’d. The rooms with- 
in are large, but with few windows, that they may 
. be the cooler ; for which reafon -alfo, the ftreets 
in general are very narrow, fo that by the height of 
the houfes, the fun is in a manner excluded. The 
furniture of them is in general little anfwerable to their 
outfide : cleanlinefs is wanting in them, as it is to a 
loathfome degree in the ftreets, where all kinds of foil 
and ordure, in this hot country, Toon fends forth very 
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difagreeable effluvia. Here are alfo feveral houfes of 
very ancient archke&ure, and /which were unqueftion- 
abiy built by the Moors. 

Without the city, beyond St Sebaftian, ftands-a 
noble caftle,' which in a great meafure commands and 
defends the entrance of the bay. Beyond it you pafs 
along the Retames , a fmall wood confifting of trees and 
wild bufhes, intermixed with furz, and which, tho* 
it was now only in the beginning -of February, were 
in bloffom, and fent forth a moft delightful fragrancy. 
Farther on we arrive at the king’s Lazaretta or hofpi- 
tal ; a very large, well contrived building. Near the 
great church, facing the fea, ftand the ruins of a 
caftle, originally built to give the enemy a reception 
on that fide. The churches are not large but elegant, 
particularly the altars, which are indeed magnificent, 
glittering with a profufion of filver; but the paint- 
ings have little to pleafe a delicate tafte ; the fame 
may be faid likewife of the ftatues and fculpture. In 
general, we fee little more than images of the Virgin 
Mary *, but it muft be owned, very finely drefied. 
The fafcade of the great church, to which one afcends 
from the ftreet by wide marble fteps, has a very grand 
and fplendid appearance. 

Facing the fea, within the place where the wall 
remains ftill to be completed, ftands a mafter-piece of 
fculpture on a high pedeftal, called Neujha Segnora 
del triumpbo e de la Vittoria , within fquare rails, full 
of angels and faints, and among them lanterns, in 
which the fouls are reprcfented as in purgatory. Here 
fourteen days indulgence is obtained tor every journey 
made hither, to falute this image of the Virgin Mary ; 
or as the infcription intimates, to fay a pater nofter y 
■or a maria , for the increafe (exaltation) of the c;a- 
tholick faith, peace and unity among the chriftian 
^princes, and the extirpation of hereticks. The whole 
is of marble, even to the baluftrade, and was brought 
; bother from Genoa by a Genoefe merchant, who de- 
dicated 
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dicated.it to the virgin; and it is never without 
people lying proftrate to perform fuch advantageous 

devotion. The chief churches of Cadiz are the cathe- 

* • 

dral, thole of the Jefuits, Francifcans, Capuchins, 
Dominicans, of the Fathers of Mercy, St Antony, 
&c. Here are alfo three nunneries bcfides chapels. 

The markets are every day well furnifhed with 
plenty of all kind of eatables, brought hither out of 
the ifland, and from the continent. 1 muft own, that 
coming from a cold northern country, I was ravifhed 
with admiration to fee fuch a rich variety of the fruits 
of the earth. Here is alfo no want of fiefh and fifh of 
all kinds. 

From outward appearances, the trade carried on 
here would not be thought to be of iiich importance 
as it is, it being chiefly performed in the ware- 
houfes : of the merchants : but one very confiderable 
addition to it’s trade are the galleons, who come hi- 
ther every year from the Spanilh Weft Indies, and 
return from Cadiz thither. But it is fufflciently known 
what great treafures are imported and exported in 
them... And as thefe circulate within the city, it muft 
eafily be thought that fome muft remain. The ma- 
tters of (hips prefer to all other freights Jilver ingots : 
though this muft be done clandeftinely. However, 
the duties, which are always proportion’d to the value 
of the legal commerce, bring in a very large revenue 
to the royal treafury. 

The Exchange at Cadiz is only a ftreet adjoining 
to the market, called Calle Nueva : but it is a very 
difagreeable place to ftand in, and generally very dir- 
ty. There is likewife no fettled hour for .bulinefs. 
And on thefe accounts the mod eminent merchants 
are rather to be found in their counting-houfes than on 
the Exchange. 

Th;E civil government of the city of Cadiz, like 
others in Spain, confift of an 'Alcaide mayor , and Re- 
gidores. Over the clergy is the bifhop, whole palace 
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is contiguous to the cathedral, where he lives with hi* 
prebends ; and feldom appears abroad without the at- 
tendance of two coaches. It will naturally be hippo- 
fed, that in a city of fuch traffick every nation has it’s 
conful ; and even the emperor himfelf is not without 
one. But here it mult be obferved,) that a merchant 
with whom matters are beginning "to take a wrong; 
turn, if he can but obtain the office of conful from 
any (late or republick, he thereby alfo acquires all the 
privileges belonging to the office •, ’ one of whichifck 
•perfedt immunity for his perfon. ‘ ' There afd few 
.things that excite more pity than the religious worffep 
of the Spaniards, the moft lamentable decay and cor- 
ruption being’ manifeft in- it. The greateft extent of 
their knowledge is, that they know how to fay they 
are good Chriftians; and that foreigners' zxt'bereges 
(hereticks), and that they can tell you fome ftofies of 
the miracles of their faints ; - and of images of the 
Virgin which ha vt fpoken. They kneel with great de - 
votion in the ftreets before images and never fail 
• pulling off their hats with a refpedtful bow at paffing 
by one* They ’alfo' are ftridt obfervers of the external 
ceremonies of the church, but every ■ thing elfe they 
•difeharge at confeffion. In thefe, and the like devo L 
tional exercifes, and in every adtof external zeal,'thd 
difguifed Jews diftinguifh themfeives who in' this 
country, and in the city of Cadiz, fwarm in great 
numbers. This nation is known ihere, as in all other 
parts, by the call in their eyes; but it behoves* them 
.to conceal their real fentiments of religion, with the 
ftridbeft caution, thro’ dread of the tremendous Inquifi- 
tion. The principal feat of this tribunal is at Seville. 
They whole misfortune it is to fall under it’s animad- 
verfion, are beyond the expedition of any mercy. : in 
this prifon no body is allow’d ro converfe with them ; 
and for want of Sufficient proof, they fometimes lie 
there for years: ■ ' . v .. ; 
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Ta b Jews are commonly accufed here of fcourging 
die image of Chrift, and of fpeaking contumelioufiy 
4*f the Church and the catholick faith. For the firft: 
cime their punilhtnent is no great matter ; for the fe- 
cund they are whipp'd* and mark’d with a hot iron ; 
but if taken a third time, burning is infallibly their 
portion, together with a confiication of all their goods. 
The Moorifh and Turkey Oaves, who are very nume- 
rous at Cadiz, inuft alfo fuffer themfelves to be in- 
ftru&ed, and make profeffion of the catholick faith. 
But the Proteftanfis are not allow’d the leaft freedom 
.of divine worfhip *, and even within their own houfes, 
they muft be very cautious leaft their Oaves betray 
them. The only opportunity of this nature is to go 
aboard fame flhip in the bay, where divine worfhip is 
performed : and this is perhaps one caufe of the fre- 
quent apoftacy among them. As for the Lutherans, 
molt of them make little fcruple of carrying a rofary. 
The Reformed are generally more firm and conftant ; 
though among thefe fome have been found, who, 
from their firft ftep of lukewarm nefs have by degrees 
proceeded to conformity, efpecially when a marriage 
has* been the temptation. How a fincere reformed 
Chriftian, exclufive of fuch incidents, can in this idola- 
trous country depart from the truth once embraced, is 
not eafily to be conceived, yet frequently melancholy 
inftances of it are feen. 

The Spaniards in their carriage and manners affedfc 
much formality and ftatelinefs, even to a ridiculous 
excefs. Their clergy are generally folemn ignoramus 9 s, 
with fcarce fo much as a fuperficial acquaintance with 
the fciences ; and with juft as much Latin as is indif- 
penlably neceflary in their fun&ion ; yet in order to 
pafs for men of great reading thefe canonigos and ck r- 
- rigosy as they are called, and even the younger fry of 
dunces, are feen in the ftreets, as well as at home, with 
\fpeltacles on their nofes, affe&ing to have already 
weaken’d their fight by exceffive ftudy. 
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Th£ Spaniards in general keep to their old drefs, 
though the French modes obtain with fome. The men 
generally wear a white or brown hat, from under 5 which 
dangles their long, lank, black hair, not fuffering ft* 
much as a fingle curl in it. Their bodies are adorn- 
ed with a doublet and breeches, and a fliort cloak 
over all. The people of fafhion wear a lace ruff 
round the neck •, but the breaft, or rather the throat, is 
a little expofed. The fword (which does not want fog 
length* and with a hilt refembling the fhape of a po* 
ringer) is not by any means to be forgotten, being worn 
by all ranks without diftin&ion. The women, mar-* 
ried or fingle, go with their heads uncovered, and 
their black hair platted and hanging down their back* 
They wear no (lays, but a jacket only, and Over it ai 
mantelline a fort of fhort cloak. Their petticoat, winch 
is made very long, is extended at the bottom to fuch 
a width by. a hoop, that in a narrow palTage it is diffi- 
cult; for two to make way for each other. They feP 
dom or never ftir abroad without a* Vail, which is 
open only for one eye, all the other part of the face 
being concealed^ They are uni ver felly careful toadorit 
their mantilline * every one to the utmoft of theii* 
ability * and, /indeed, little lefs in the other branches of 
their apparel^ which are richly embroidered with- gold 
and (ilver. But their linen exceeds all, - being of 
the moft exquilite workmanfhip. The men are (el- 
dom feen without their cloaks, not even in their 
own houfes, fitting down to table in them. It mull: 
be faid to the commendation of the Spaniards* that 
they are very temperate in eating and drinking, efpe- 
dally in their liquor, which is wine diluted with wa- 
ter. The vice, of all others held in greateft infamy 
among them, is drunkennefs The moll: common 
and favourite food is the olla \ a kind of halh, com- 
poled ol a great variety of flefh and herbs. The wo- 
men muft alfo have fweetmeats, and chocolate, or they 
lead the hulband but an uneafy life. • 
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r >Th e female fex very early in life are deemed mar- 
riageable ; twelve years is generally reckon’d a propel 
age. . I faw a girl, who was not above eleven, and was 
to be married in a few days ; and file had even com- 
pelled her bridegroom to it by a procels. The daugh- 
ters, from the time they become marriageble being 
obliged to live apart with the women, without being 
vifited from the other fex, their defires are, by this 
precaution, commonly fo inflamed, that when they . 
imagine their parents purpofely avoid bringing them 
into the company of men beyond the reafonable time, 
they begin to look out for themfelves-, and having 
thrpugh the lattices of the balcony taken a view of 
fome young fpark to their mind, they enter into an 
epijtqlary correfoondcnce with him ; and it is no un- 
common thing for parents, after all their vigilance, to 
fee a young man come openly, the bijbop being with 
him, and take the girl out of the houfe, and imme- 
diately marry her. : And thus a genteel libertine often 
obtains an advantageous match. 

. There is nothing the Spaniards have fuch a dread 
of as cuckoldom. To call any of them Comudo is the 
greajeft affront that can be offered him, and which he 
rarely fuffers to pafs unrevenged. A woman difeo- 
vered by her hufband in a tranfgreflion of this nature, 
muff., expedt the ftibello , or poifom\ yet in the whole 
world there is not a country where that forbidden fruit 
is more frequently-gathered. To fuch a degree do*the 
Spaniards dread being comuted f, that they have an aver- 
fion even againfl: touching any kind of horns . -Not 
long ago advice was brought to the governor of Gadizi 
of a lmugglipg bark richly laden, and ready to fail 
the next tide ; he immediately haftened to the place,- 
and uncovering the precious commodities found no- 
thing but a heap of horns, the exportation of which is a 
common trade in that city. 4 His excellency’s imprudent 
rage on the compliments paid him for this rich ieizure* 
only ferved to increafe the mirth of thofe who. love 
r to 
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to lee their fuperiors brought in fome refpedts to a 
level with themlelves. 

Th e greateft delight of perfons of rank is in their 
tournaments and bull-fights. Indeed, I queftion whe- 
ther there is a nation in the whole world fo infatuated 
with publick fpe&acles, and efpecially thefe bull-fights, 
as the Spaniards-, fo that it is no uncommon thing among 
the lower clafs to fquander away their whole ltock ot 
money, in hiring a place, from whence, during a tew 
hours, they may be eaiy fpedtators ot one ot thefe 
fights. A Spaniard is feldom leen in any laborious 
trade or calling and this rather from their innate 
pride than fioth. The Moorifh and Turkifh (laves 
perform every kind of drudgery. To thefe alfo may 
be added great numbers ot Genoefe, who are very alert 
in whatfoever they are employed. 

For domcfiick fervices the Spaniards make ufe of 
Negroes, efpecially Negrefies, who /very often have 
the good fortune of pleafing their matters, and hence 
it is that we meet with fo many Mulattoes and Creols 
among the Spaniards ; though otherv/ife indeed their 
colour ftrongly inclines to the yellow. Some make 
advantage of their Negroes by all kind of labour; 
but at Cadiz chiefly by carrying perfons or goods to 
or from the (hipping, it not being here as in Holland, 
where the largett veflels can come along fide of the 
quays in the middle of the city. The Spanifh ladies 
in their vifits are d retted in the utmoft fplendor and 
richnefs. Inftead of chairs they fit on hand fome cu- 
fhions laid on the floor. They are great lovers of 
flowers, but have neither gardens, nor any kind of 
fkill to cultivate them. They are fond of hearing 
and reading plays ; alfo of acling them in parties; of 
walking abroad, or riding in their glittering Caros 
drawn by mules, thefe creatures and afles being gene- 
rally ufed in all kinds of work, and horfes for riding. 
Concerning the mifchievous temper of the former, 
c Vol. I. C they? 
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they have a common proverb, 'Take care of the for e~ 
fart of the women , and the hindpart of the mules. 


CHAP. HI. 

t , 

• * 

Continuation of our voyage from Cadiz to Alic ant 

and Leghorn. 

A FTER a month’s (lay at Cadiz we departed, 
and with a frefti breeze failed through the 
Streights of Gibraltar, where we had a view of the 
African Coafl, and of the town of Ceuta. Roth fides 
are full of high and deep mountains, and vaft rocks. 
The whole Spanifh coaft, along which we failed, ex- 
hibits the like appearance. The wind in this paflage 
held fo fair, that in fixteen days we came to an anchor 
before Alicant. 

ALiCANTisa confiderable fea-port in the kingdom 
of Valencia, at the foot of a high mountain, on the 
fummit of which {lands a remarkable ftrong caflle 
commanding both the city and the bay. This caflle is 
indeed an ancient ftru&ure, yet as far as the difpofition 
of the mountain would allow of, pretty regular, and 
has coAvenient barracks for a great number of foldiers. 
It is confecrated to St Barbara, whofe church we alio 
afterwards faw. But there are now only a few foldiers 
kept in it. On the declivity hangs, in a threatning 
manner, a vaft fragment of a rock, on account of 
which a mafs is daily faid in St Barbara’s church in the 
caftle, that it may not fall, as feverai houfes, muft by 
fuch an accident, be cruftied to atoms. From the bay 
we had a fight of a tower, built at the extremity of 
this mountain, immediately under the caftle, ferving' 
as a land- mark, in order to chufe a place convenient 
for anchoring. 

, . "Alicant, 
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Alicant, with it’s fuburbs, takes up a pretty 
large fpace ; and it’s circuit is about a league and a 
half. Towards the fea it has a mole for the conveni- 
ency of landing in boats and fmall vefiels. At a little 
diftance is a baftion, which commands a confiderable 
part of the bay, in order to hinder an enemy from 
landing. This was built after the year 1692, when 
the French bombarded the city for denying their fleet 
refrefhments : .and the melancholy effects of this bom- 
bardment are ftill confpicuous in the ruins of houfes, 
though from time to time they have been rebuilding. 
The houfes and edifices here are of a more compact 
and durable ftone than at Cadiz. And the moun- 
tains abounding with quarries of it they accordingly 
make a better appearance. • The churches, however, 
are very far from being objects of curiofity, but 
are rather fmall, and the decorations mean. The 
largeft and bed is that of St Nicolas ; yet here are ve- 
ry few flatues or paintings. The only thing worth 
feeing here, is a fuperb altar, and a feparate choir 
over againft it. This church differed by a bomb 
which fell into it, as another did into the caftle. 
The molt remarkable of the other ecclefiadical build- 
ings are the churches and. convents of the Augu- 
ffines, Carmelites, Capuchin-Nuns, Francifcans, &c. 
Here is alfo an holpital, a prifon, a filh and green 
market. 

A great ornament and conveniency to the city 
are fome publick fountains, continually playing. With- 
out the city is a mod beautiful profpedt, extending as 
far as the eye can reach, and terminated by mountains 
of a prodigious height. The valleys near the city, to 
which I was obliged to confine my walks, are extreme- 
ly pleafant and fruitful, every where variegated with 
feats, farm -houfes, vine and olive-yards, with orch- 
ards of almonds and fig-trees, though not ‘many of 
the latter. Elegant gardens are alfo feen here, where 
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the eye is regaled with both kinds of orange-trees* 
citrons, cyprefles, &c. 

This country affords excellent Spanifli wines : 
the vin tinto , tnufcadel wine, and the like, greatly 
lefien our admiration of Khenifh and French wines. 

I have feen rofemary growing wild in the valleys, and 
on rifing grounds, as plentiful as heath in my own 
country. In this city, and up the country, are made, 
very beautiful floor matting ; but otherwife it’s trade 
Is very much inferior to that of Cadiz, Mod Eu- 
ropean nations, however, have a conful here. - 

Round Alicant are a great number of churches, 
convents* and chapels •, but none fo celebrated as the 
convent and church of Santa Fez, which (lands in 
one of the larged, and mod fertile valleys.’ Flere is 
fhewn the original napkin that was bound about the 
head of our Saviour, and on which is (aid to be feen 
the impreflion of his face. A tradition is current here, 
that a certain monk in his fermon, holding out to the 
people this original napkin, and being at a lofs for 
.fuflicient proofs of it’s being genuine, he lift up his 
eyes, and together with all the audience, faw two 
handkerchiefs, one after the other, defcend from hea- 
ven, perfe&ly refembling the napkin in his hand, fo 
that there was no need of any further proof. 

Innumerable miracles are alfo attributed to 
this relick, and mod of the vows and offerings 
here are made to it. The revenues of the convent 
are very confiderable, and handfomely maintain fe- 
venty nuns, with ten or twelve regulars of the other 
fex.- In a great want of rain the Santa Fez is carried 
about in a folemn proceflion. In a w r ord, Santa Fez 
. is the greated faint of Alicant and the neighbouring 
. country. As to other particulars, what I have faid be- 
fore of the manners of the Spaniards is alio applicable 
* here. 

On the eighth of March we left this city, and put 
to fea with an unfettled wind j fometimes we made 

the 
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the continent, which is very mountainous, then again* 
the idands of Yvica, Majorca, and Minorca, which are 
alfo high land, rel'embling the former. Betwixt the 
illand of Minorca, and the gulph of Lyons in Narbonne 
we lay doating a full fortnight by contrary winds, which 
at laft turn’d to a violent ftorm, and lafted forty -eight 
hours, and difperfed our fhips •, however, within three 
or four days we had the pleafure of fafely meeting 
again together. The fame difafter befel us betwixt the 
idand of Corficaand the gulph of Genoa* but the latter 
ftorm was not quite fo violent, indeed, as the former. 
Thus we continued a fortnight, toffed aboutwith op- 
pofite winds, fometimes driving us towards the coaft 
of Corfica, where we, with wonder, faw the fnow ly^ 
ing on the dummies of the mountains above the clouds. 
Another time we were carried- towards the coafts of 
Provence and Piedmont, where, at a diftance, we faw 
{he towns of Nice, Villa Franca, Monaco, and others. 
At laft, early in the morning, on the ninth of April, 
the wind fhifted in our favour, and we failed by the 
idands of Capraia and Gorgona, and the fame day at 
noon, along a fand bank and a ridge of rocks, fome 
above, and others under water* but the lea beating 
over them, we arrived fafely in Leghorn road. This 
fand-bank is called Malhora , and projedts to a great • 
length tranfverfely before the road, and ferves as a 
kind of defence for the fhips againft the fea, except in 
sx gale at S. S. W. This Malhora is about a league 
from Leghorn, and has on it a lighthoufe, which is a 
very great conveniency to failors. 

W e immediately went alhore to obtain pratica * 
that is, permiflion to come within the town, flaying, 
in the mean time, in a kind of a lobby joining to the 
pratic-boufe , where the board of health were met, and 
the Under-Conful of the Dutch nation attended. *Our 
captains having produced the 'certificates of health, 
which they had taken out at Alicant, this gentleman 
fcnt a perfon.pn board each (hip, on whofe r t- 
- ' . ■ ■ C 3 " turn. 
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turn, and making a report, we were allowed pra + 
tica. 

It happened to be Good -Friday; and this gave us an 
opportunity of feeing, in the evening, the proceflion 
of the Greeks, which was pretty numerous, and con- 
fided both of old and young. They were all mafked, 
had fhirts on, but with their backs expofed ; and very 
foundly beat themfelves with fcourges, efpecially when 
they obferved we took notice of them, every ftroke 
drawing blood. Others dragg’d along wooden erodes, 
fatten’d by iron chains to their naked feet ; and every 
one fhewed his fympathy with the occafion of the day 
to the utmoft of his power. They were accompanied 
by many ecclefiafticks, carrying dreamers and wax- 
lights ; and in this manner they marched flowly to- 
wards the Greek church. The evening before this 
great proceflion was performed great numbers joined 
with the Greeks. The day following, being faturday, 
all the beils, which had been iilent on the friday, were 
heard as ufual ; the publick cannon alfo were fired ; 
and in the city particular perfons play’d off fire-works 
in commemoration of the refurredtion of our Saviour. 
In the mean time, I was not a little furprized to fee 
them begin fo very early ; and it was not ’till then that 
our Convoy’s falute was return’d by the cadle, as on 
the day of our arrival no guns were differed to be fired 
within the city. 

Leghorn, by the Italians, called Livorno* ■ in 
Latin Laburnum , alfo portus Herculis , and furnamed 
Forte , is a modern city, and owes it’s increafe to 
the decay of Pifa . It is regularly fortified, and ex- 
tremely well dtuated for commerce. The ttrects are 
broad and ftraight, the houfes handfome, and the out-? 
Tides of moft of them painted ; efpecially all the old 
ones. ' ^ 

The town is a full league in circuit, including the 
new addition, called Venetia Nova , which before was 
covered with water, but now is inclofed and fecured by 
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dykes. It has canals running through it with ftone 
and marble bridges over them ; and many large and 
lightly houfes. The ftreets, of courfe, are kept 
clean, and without the town are fome regular fortifi- 
cations. This part of the town is called Venetia Nova * 
from it’s being entirely furrounded with water. 

In the way from the fea to the town lies the Mole, 
where the Ihips ride behind a very ftrong wall. This 
mole is nearly fquare, and is a molt beautiful and ftate- . 
ly piece of work. There is a handfome walk, paved 
with large Hones, on each fide of the wall, along the 
mole ; and likewife along the fea- fide, and even where 
the fhips lie. This mole forms the outfide of the har- 
bour ; and on the wall, which is here much higher 
than it is farther out, are the following infcriptions : 

FERDINANDUS MEDICES MAGNUS DUX ETRURLE, 

Anno falutis MDCX. 

And within two pannels, 

Cofmus III. M. D. Etr. VI. 
iEdes Salanas a Ferd. I. Proavo fuo conditasi 
Au6ta a fe munitaque Urbe 
Laxiores ut efient, magnificentiorefquC' ; 

A fundamentis erexit 
A. S. CI3 I3C XCV 

r 

✓ 

* 

And juft by it, 

% 

Hue Mercatores alacres advolate. 

Hie facer Annonae copiseque locus 
Commoditate ac decore vos allicit 
Atque hifee in aedibus habitans 
Cpmiter invitat Etrufca felicitas • * 
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The harbour is very well contrived, and divided, 
as it were, into an inward and outward bafon, for 
about the centre the Tides almofl join, leaving a fuf- 
ficient fpace for fhips to go in and out. Within lie 
the Great Duke’s galleys ; and on the town fide are 
the fo much celebrated brals flatues, reprefenting, 
under the appearance of four flaves a father and his 
three fons, who undertook to deftroy the city. Above 
them, on a pedeflal, (lands a flatue of the Duke. 
The execution is truly admirable, the (hackled flaves, 
efpecially, have as much of lite as it is poflible for 
human (kill to convey. Along this harbour the Duke’s 
flaves have alfo their huts, where fome keep little 
(hops ; .others are barbers *, arid many qf them within 
the town keep coffee- houfes. 

But the common manfion for their flaves is II 
Bagni, within the town. The outward wall of 
this building is covered with portraits of faints, 
done by a Gave, who was rewarded with his liberty. 
Within are the wards where the flaves live ; and up 
flairs is the infirmary for the fick- The Turks have 
their wards apart from thofe of the Chriflians. And 
one cannot fuffieiently admire the regularity, clcanli- 
nefs, &c; which appears in every thing belonging to 
this place. Above flairs is alfo a laboratory, and a 
chapel. At our coming down we were faluted by ten 
trumpeters, who were flaves, but very good perlorm- 
ers, and did not fpare their breath on the occafion. 

Leghorn Has feveral handfome churches. The 
proflitutes have one peculiar to themfelves •, and muft 
not prefume to enter into any c other. Thefe wo- 
men enjoy a full toleration, live in particular flreets, 
and follow their occupation with the utmofl freedom. 
However, at this time fome of them were under con- 
finement, for having, contrary to law, finned in Paf- 
fion-Week ; and of thefe the more hardened were ba- 
nilhed. The Jews alfo enjoy a full liberty of trading, 
but they mufl be careful not to have any intrigue with 
’v \ a Chriflian 
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a Chriftian woman. Some make their -number to 
amount to 18000: That they are very numerous 
is evident Without the town, towards the*fea, are 
two Lazarettas, or infirmaries, of which, one is ufed 
in time of publick peflilence, and the other is open 
at all times for foreigners coming from the Archipe- 
lago, or other parts of Turkey. 

The mountain lying about a German mile'diflance 
from the town is called Monte Negro , probably from 
it’s black appearance. There refides the proteClrefs of 
Leghorn, termed Ma Donna de Monte Negro , being 
a miraculous image found by a fiiepherd on the fea 
fhore. Tradition fays, that fhe fpoke to him, direct- 
ing him to carry her up to this mountain, with an ex- 
prefe injunction to build a chapel there for her. If 
this Ma Donna has performed half the miracles aferi- 
bed to her, fhe very well deferves the folemnity of 
worfhip paid to her. Without the town are the burial 
places of the Jews and Proteflant nations ; but the 
Dutch have walled in theirs, and made a very pretty 
garden of it, which is called the Natie-thiun , or the 
nation’s garden * but this was not accomplifhed with- 
out great expence and difficulty. However, within 
the town foreign nations cannot complain of being re- 
ftrained in their privileges ; and in fupport of them* 
every one of their confuls has over his door the arms 
of his fovereign or mailer. But freedom of publick 
worfhip is denied to all. The houfes on the great 
market - place have beautiful piazzas before them, 
which are very convenient walks. As our fliip was 
to flay three weeks at Leghorn, I took the opportu- 
nity of making a little tour up the country, to fee 
Pifa, Florence, and my favourite republick of 
Lucca. 


CHAP. 




26 Travels through part of Europe, 


C H A P. IV. 

'Account of Pisa, Lucca, Pistoja, Florence, 

Fresole, &c. 

“*■ , 0 

I WENT by land from Leghorn to Pifa through a 
moft delightful wood* confifting of cork-trees, 
oaks, and myrtles. The Duke has in it a park for all 
kinds of game, with a great number of buffaloes. 
On the other fide of the wood I was defired to obferve 
a church, whither St Peter being then out a fifhing, 
was driven by ftorm, and made faft his bark : I fup- 
pofe this happened after he was Pope of Rome ; at 
prefent, however, the place is certainly too far from the 
lea for luch an adventure. 

Two hours ride through this pleafant road brought 
us to 

Pisa, which is the fecond city of Tufcany, and be- 
fore the Ids of it’s liberty maintain’d an inflexible op- 
pofition againft the houfe of Medicis. At prefent it’s 
former luftre is quite obicured, and trade and bufinefa 
are at fo low an ebb that grafs grows in the flreets. 

Pisa, however, is an Archbifhoprick, and has an 
univcrfity, where the celebrated Gronovius was for 
fome time a profeffor. The knights of the order of . 
St Stephen, inftituted by Cofmus I. in 1561. refide 
here ; part of their duty is to fay daily one hundred 
Pater nofters , and as many Ave Marias j fometimes 
even double that number. 

The cathedral which is built in the fhape of a crofs, 
is a very grand ftru&ure. The doors are of brafs, 
with fuch bajfo relievos of various hiflories, as cannot 
be viewed without aftonifhment, though the work- 
manfhip is not equal throughout. I was told what 
I had elfewhere heard, that Ferdinand I. bought 
one of them from Jerufalem 5 which I conclude to 
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]be faid with a defign of ‘uniting fandlity with art. 
The high altar is truly magnificent, fupported on each 
fide with pillars of porphyry. There is alfo a taber- 
nacle of fiiver, of which it may be laid materiam fu~ 
perabat opus *, very large filver-canclieflicks ; and a 
pulpit of porphyry, of which are alfo the main pillars 
of the building, thirteen on each fide. The moft fa- 
mous relicks in this church are, the head and a hand 
of St Bartholomew ; and the head of St Chryfoftom, 
with a view of which the publick is favour’d every 
funday. This grand ftrudture is both within and with- 
out cover’d with marble of different colours. Oppo- 
fite to it is the baptiftery, built in the form of a dome, 
very beautiful and magnificent ; and like the cathedral, 
within and without incruflated with marble. Near the 
water is a fpacious font entirely of marble. In it is 
the confecrated baptifmal water, which they fay never 
corrupts. Round it are a fort of nitches or troughs for 
holding the children *, and near it is a pulpit refling 
on feven pillars of granet, but the eccho is fo loud, 
and, withal, lads fo long, that l believe preaching in 
it would be to little purpofe. 

On the fame fide of thefe two edifices is the Campo 
Santo , called alfo Noah’s ark, being the burial-place 
of Pifa : It is a fquare piazza, 1 90 paces in length, 
66 in breadth, and every where paved with tomb- 
ftones, none of which are without inferiptions j I fhalj 
infert one of theip : 

Fac Letus Leto 

Lefie Lethalia Ladas 

Which words^ the perfon, who lies buried under this 
ftone, is faid to have uttered at the time of his depar- 
ture. The wall is every where painted with Scripture 
hiflories, together with- the four laft things ; all in^ 
comparable pieces, but the plaifter now begins to fcale 
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and drop off. The artift was the celebrated Benotius, 
yvho lies buried there, with this infcription. 

Benotius Sepultus A. S. 

MCCCCLXXVIII. 

And on the fide are thefe lines. 

\ 

Quid fpeftas volucres , pi fees, & mnftra ferarum , * 

Et vtrides fylvas , athereafque domos . 

Et pueros , juvenes , matres , canofque parent es, 

Quis femper vivttm fpirat in ore decus ? 

Non b<cc tam variis finxit fimilicra figuris 
Natura ingenio fatibus apt a fuo : 

Eft opus artiftcis , pinxit viva ora Benofus , 

O fuperi vivos fundite in ora fonos . 

They have a tradition here, that the earth in the 
ccemetery was in the year 1228 brought from Jerufa- 
lem in 24 galleys, from whence it has received the 
appellation of Campo Santo. 

Besides thefe buildings, here is alfo the famous 
leaning tower in the form of a cylinder, 180 feet 
high ; the outfide is covered with marble of different 
colours, befides other embellifhments. The afeent up 
it is by 293 fteps. Round it, at certain diftances, are 
eight galleries. 

The fpeCtator is at fir ft apt to be feized with an 
apprehenfion of it’s falling on him •, and the opinions 
concerning it’s inclination are various : fome have ima- 
gined it a deceptio vifus , owing to the admirable fkill 
of the architect *, but this is manifeftly a miftake, fe- 
veral travellers having plumb’d it. The moft proba- 
ble conjecture is, that the foundation, or ground, 
gave way in the building of the tower, yet the artift, 
inftead of difeontinuing his work, by an original con- 
trivance, went through with it, and made a compleat 
tower, though leaning. 

The 
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The air of Pifa is accounted unhealthy, by reafon 
of the morafies in the neighbourhood, though pofli- 
bly this may alfo proceed from it’s decay and loneli- 
nefs. The water, . however, which comes trom the 
mountains is allowed to be very wholefome ; it is alfo 
of an extraordinary lightnefs. Through the city of 
Pifa runs the river Arno , which divides it into two 
parts nearly equal ♦, and beiides wooden bridges, has a 
mod ftately one of (lone. The harbour towards the 
fea, which was formerly of excellent life, is now in a 
great meafure choak’d up with fand, and impractica- 
ble to any fhips of large burthen. However, in cafe 
of necefiity, the galleys built in the city can put to 
fea. Here is alfo an inland canal between Leghorn and 
Pifa. This city, when a republick, is faid to have 
been four times as large as it now appears : it may, at 
prefent, eafily be walked round in three hours. 

From Pifa I went to Lacca , through a very fine 
country of vineyards, oliveyards, corn fields, &c. , 
In coming out of the Tufcan territories into thofe of 
Lucca , there is a vifible, I may fay, a total change, 
in the appearance of the men, houfes, and country. 
Hie arrident omnia. And the traveller is filled with 
pleafure at the affluence and chearfulnefs he fees every 
where around him. 

Lucca is a fmall republick, yet hitherto has pre- 
served it’s liberty, though on the land-fide it is every 
where hemm’d in by the dominions of the Great Duke. 
The city, which is not above an hour’s walk in cir- 
cuit, has three gates, and it’s fortifications, which, 
befides a very ftrong wall, confift of thirteen regular ba- 
itions, are all kept in the greateft neatnefs, with moats 
,and outworks ; but of no great importance, and ferve 
rather for ornaments, than defence. The moats, be- 
sides, are dry, and over-grown with grafs, though in 
the middle runs a little ditch, communicating with 
an aquedudt, by which in cafe of necefiity, they 
may be filled. I was alfg told, that the Great Duke 

* ' • could 
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could lay all the country of Lucca under water.' 
Formerly the Arno ran clofe by the city, now it 
is two or three miles diftant, which is attributed to' 
a gracious miracle of St Tredian, at a time when it’s 
extraordinary fwel lings threaten’d the ruin of the 
city. 

Lucca, in proportion to it’s bignefs, is very po- 
pulous, and a place of confiderable trade *, and befides 
many handfome houfes, does not want for fuch build- 
ings as in Italy are called palaces. In the cathedral is 
the chapel of San Volto , or the holy image, being, ac- 
cording to the tradition, a crucifix, begun by Nico- 
demus, and finifhed by angels. The miracles afcri- 
bed to it are few, but of a moft extraordinary nature! 
In the palace I alfo faw the arfenal, containing, indeed, 
a cohesion of arms, but moftly old fafhioned: I loft 

the opportunity of feeing the palace by an idle pride 
of our company, who refufed to deliver up their 
fwords. 

In this palace the Gonfalonier e , or Doge, of the re- 
publick holds his court, under the title of excellency -, 
but his government lafts only two months, during 
which time his expences are defray’d by the publick, 
though it is not till after fix years, that he becomes ca- 
pable of being choien again. He has nine counfellors, 
called Anzianiy who have a table and lodging found 
them in the palace, but their families remain at their 
private houfes. This fmall city has likewife a coun- 
cil of 240 noblemen, who divide the year, one half 
of them being alternately in office. Thus Lucca is an 
ariftocracy, and under the protection of the emperor. 
The neighbouring country is moft delightfully varie- 
gated with moft elegant villas and palaces of the no- 
bility. 

From Lucca we went to Florence , pacing through 
Piftoja , a city larger than Lucca, with broad and ftrait • 
ftreets, but very thin of inhabitants, poor, and of a 
wretched appearance j which is owing to the lofs of 
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it’s liberty, having before made a confiderable figure. 

It is noted for being the birth-place of the two bro- 
thers, from whom the Guelphi and Gibelini , which 
formerly caufed fuch convulfions in Italy, and other 
countries, derive their name. The country about 
Piftoja is very fruitful, and finely cultivated and plant- 
ed, as it is all along from Lucca to Florence ; and 1 
the nearer to Florence the more fruitful. He muft be 
very phlegmatick indeed, who can view without rap- 
ture, the eminences, and little hills improved to the 
greateft advantage, and beautifully intermixed with 
villages and feats. Lucca is twenty Italian miles from 
Piftoja ; and the latter lies at the fame diftance from 
Florence. 

In our way the poftillions fhow’d us a little ruined 
town on a hill, which they called Viturino , telling us 
that the inhabitants were once on a fudden obliged to 
abandon it to ferpents, fnakes, adders, and other veno- 
mous reptiles \ of which it ftill continues to be the 
haunt. Two Italian miles farther we came to a feat 
of the Great Duke’s, called Poggio Cajano , from it’s * 
fituation on a hill. ^ It is richly furnifhed, and the 
paintings extremely curious. The houfe is furround- 
ed with an ancient ftone colonade, but adds no beau- 
ty to the ftrudture \ and without is a thick wall enclo- 
fing the whole, by way of terrace, for walking, and 
from whence there is a beautiful profpedt of 

Florence, the capital of Tufcany, an archbi- 
fhoprick, and formerly the refidence of the Great Duke. 

It lies on the banks of the river Arno^ in the form of 
an amphitheatre, was known above 1 600 years ago, and 
the flreets communicate by means of four beautiful ftone 
bridges. The city walls, and many of the houfes, 
are built of a fort of ftone, which, from it’s hardnefs, 
is called pietra forte, dug in the neighbourhood. The 
city is of a form nearly circular, and lies in the moft 
fertile and delightful valley I ever faw in any part of my 
travels. 'It has nine gates, and contains 8 8ao houfes, 

and 
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and 60000 fouls.* It’s churches amount to 182, be- 
fides 8 Q convents, 22 hofpitals, or almlhoufes, like- 
wife 80 confraireries, 18 halls of companies, 72 courts 
of juftice, 6 columns, 2 pyramids, 17 markets, 7 
fountains, and 160 publick ftatues. 

The cathedral called Santa Maria del Fiore , is a 
moft fuperb building ; the outfide cover’d with white, 
black, and red marble ; the pavement, on the infide, 
is of the fame beautiful materials, befides the ftately 
pillars by which it is fupported *, and the furniture 
and ornaments are of an aftonilhing fplendor. It was 
begun in the year 1294, while Florence was a repub- 
lick, and in the height of it’s prolperity, Arnulpbo de 
Cambio being the architeft, though the cupola, which 
was not added ’till Tome time after, is the work of 
Pbilippo di fer Brunalefchi . In this church are (hewn 
a great number of relicks highly reverenced ; as pieces 
of Mofes and Aaron’s rods ; fome Hones of the holy 
fepulchre ; a fragment of the crofs ; a thorn of the 
crown *, flips of the fcarlet robe ; the reed * the pillar 
at which our Saviour was , fcourged ; the bones of 
John the baptift ; as like wile, of St Peter •, a piece of 
the chain with which he was bound in.prifon; re- 
licks of St Paul; of James the fon of Zebedee; and 

many others...; . ^ . ;i . c v 1 0 u 

However . this . church cannot boaft of many 
ftatues ; behind the great altar Hand Adam and Eve, 
the woman fomething larger than the man. Here is 
alfo an equeftrian ftatue of a heroe and the horfe, fet- 
ting forward one of his fore-feet, but the two hinder 
on the pedeftal, which fufhciently fhows the (kill of 
the artift in the motion of. a horfe. The front if- 

t • 

piece over the great door is not finiflied. The tower 
near it is 180 feet in height, fquare, and inlaid with 
red, white, and black marble ; it is alfo decorated with 
a great number of ftatues, lome of which are greatly 
efteemed, particularly the Zuccone , or the bald-headed 
*l£n, by Donatello . Not far from it is the baptiftry, in 

the 
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the form of a dome, faid to be the very fineft of the 
kind. In the time of Paganifm it is fuppofed to have; 
been a temple of Mars, but is now dedicated to St Johrv 
the Baptift. It is pretty full of ftatues, and on the 
pavement, among other lines, are the following : 

Quam fuperat domus hac tarn vates ipfe Johannes 
Formofum ternplum fimilis domus eft fibi nulla 
Deftruet banc ignis dum facula cunfta peribunt . 

* . * ! » * l 

1 

On the ceiling alfo is the following famplc of Mon- 
kifh poetry, in the age of barbarifm. 

/ ' • . *4 

Annus Papa tibi nonus currebat honori 
Ac Frederice tuo quintus monarcha decora 
Viginti quinque Chrifti cum mille ducentis 
Temp or a currebant per fecula cunfta manentis 
Hoc opus incepit lux Maji tunc duodena 
Quod Domini noftri confervet gratia pkna . * 

Sanfiti Francifci frater fuit hoc operatus 
Jacobus in tali pra cun ft is arte probatus « ,K 

This church has alfo three brafs doors, on which 
feveral hiftories of the holy Scriptures, and others, are 
reprefented in bajfo relievo , of incomparable workman-’ 
fhip, like thofe of the cathedral church of Pifa. Twa 
of them are accounted fo very excellent, that the ce- 
lebrated Michael Angelo , than whom there could not 
be a better judge, declared them fit to be the gates of 
Paradife. 

Dum cernit valvas aurato ex are nitentes ' : 

In templo Michael Angelus obftupuit , 

Attonitufque diu fic alta filentia rupit y ' ' * 

O divinum opus l . O Janua digna polo ! 

Our curiofity was highly entertained in the church 
itfelf, efpecially in the chapel of St Laurence, which 
Vol.I. D is 
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is an incomparable piece* but not yet finiflied, though 
it lias been begun above a hundred years, and pofiibly 
ipay take up ilich another term ; for though a great 
number of hands are employed in it, no confiderable „ 
progrefs is perceived in the work.* It is defigned for 
the burial-place of all the Great Dukes, whofe ftatues 
are to be -placed in niches, with a cufhion, crown, 
&c. at their feet, and the name beneath, with proper 
inlcriptions; .the whole to be performed with all kinds 
of valuable gems, of which we fee an aflonifhing num- 
ber,^ plaqed with admirable fkill, and variegated in the 
moft beautiful manner; betwixt each tomb are alfo the 
arms and names of the cities of Tufcany. 

Under this chapel is a. vault, which is properly 
the burial-place. Here we faw a crucifix between two 
flatues, both very beautiful ; but the expreftion ot 
that reprefenting Griefs is really aftonifiiing : they are 
the work of Michael Angelo, and are to be placed in 
the chapel, as iopn as that ftru&ure is finifhed. We 
alfo faw a moft. magnificent altar, and the tabernacle 
defigned for it, in another place, where fame hands 
were at work on it. 

» Here is alfo a library chiefly .confiding of manu- 
scripts of the greateft value. Yet by what I could 
obferve, the eeclefiafticks are. not folicitous about con- 
futing them. 

The Anmndata , famous for a cqrious image of 
the Virgiq Mafy is locked up ; and the Great Duke is 
faid to keep the key himfelf. I obferved that this church 
is frequented with great devotion by the quality of 
both fexes, pofiibly for an aufpicious meflage concern- 
ing matrimonial affairs. FJowpver, one cannot with- 
out aftonifhment, behold the fplendor and multitude 
of all kinds of coftly utenfils and veftments. . 

Florence is allb adorned with feveral fuperb pa- 
laces. The Great Duke keeps his court in that called 
Pitti } from ft s having been built by the Pitti family, 
who,, when this city enjoyed it’s Liberty^ were nobles 
and 
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and citizens of Florence ; die front of if; is- of a confix 
derable length, and has thrqe galleries pyer each other* 
but; does ,not, from it’s fituafion, make a grand ap- 
pe^fanfe» ; Hpwever .it: is reported,, that fome of the 
houfts, ! which at^ejfent ftand before it, will be pul n 
led dowrp, At the entrance ftand the guard of Swit* 
zers*, and within .is a, quadrangle with a gallery; in 
frpnt, and on the two fides. Under the front-gallery 
is a magnet pi a propigious fize, jn d]e lorm ot a 
waging- fub : and thopgh it has been bHW»i i n order 
to leften it’s , attrjadiye virtue, \vhiph is laid to havp 
lopfen’d die iron-work of the neighbouring parts of 
the. palace, it ftill gives fufficiept proofs of ids being 
aloadftonp. Oppolite to this firft gallery, i$ a founr 
taip^odp^inually' playing, though it’s rnpft agreeable 
effedl is, that ir freftiens the air. Ropnd die bafoi> 
m . this fountain, , are iVveral ftatues 9i and like wife: ii> 
the avenpp tp it. A mule, in commemoration of it’s 
great, fervices in building this palace, has alio a ftatue 
here* with this dilticix. under it, r lf . .• . * f V ; 
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Left team lapides & marmora , ligna^ ^cotumnas * . . , 

. • . V.extfy conduxity traxit & id a tufa * - ■ u 
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- ; W ^ afterwards faw the. infide^LrJie ,palace >ii; tjif 
apartments or the Great Duke, thofe of dip .princes* 
and others,, all furnifhed with that delicacy and’magr 
jni licence, which might be exge&$<d ftpm . a 
.whole, generofity is. equal to hivjve^kh- ;We alip;yir 
iitedthe Dike’s library,, which has .abundance of arr 
tides, very well worth obfervjng;, as^Xurkiih letter 
written to the Great Duke, a^d, other , fckntificdand 
philofophical manuferipts •, and^artiaiferly, the opgir 
jiai of jmecouncil of Trent. , * 

■\ Tub, Frotertant books were all lock’d up from pub- 
.lick view, purfuant to a bull iyTued for th^t purpofe. 
We wpre here ftie.wn a chair, call’d Sedia Volante, m 

I) 2 which 
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which the Duke, by certain fprings, is brought up 
from the library, and goes down again at pleafure. 

We alfo faw on an eminence near the palace, the 
Great Duke’s treafury, which befides being furround-. 
ed by a wall, is in fome meafure fortified. We were 
told, that the lock of this treafury was fo contrived, 
that were a perfon to attempt to open it with a key, * 
hisdefign would be immediately fruflrated by a bullet*. 
Which muft be a curious piece of machinery. 

Not far from hence is a round infulated garden in 
H fmall lake, and in the centre of it a fountain decora- 
ted with fine marble flatties. (l The ifland itfelf is alfo 
planted with all kinds of fruit-trees and flowers. The 
water-works play in differeht forms, not only with- 
in the iron-work with which the lake is furrounded, 
but likewife without and againfl the door, and on the 
bridge leading to the ifland. Eetwixt this garden and 
the palace is a molt delicious grove, with vifto’s and 
alleys ; in fome places embelliihed with all the inven- 
tions of art-; in others growing in a wild luxuriancy ; 
and both intermixed with flatues ; through this vyalk 
we afeeftded to the caftle. 1 " ' v | 

But in my opinion Florence affords nothing fo 
curious and worthy admiration, as the gallery of an- 
tiquities and curiofities,* which 'have been collefred 
with fuch care, judgment and expence. Many books 
have been exprefsly written on this fubjeft, that an exadt 
account would greatly exceed my limits; befides, one 
curfory view rather confounds the mind by the mul- 
titude of ‘the objects, than enables it to give a regular 
defeription of them. 'All I fhall fay of it is, that it 
confifls of two long rooms, communicating with each 
other ; and both Tides filled with ancient flatues, bu- 
fto’s, and paintings. I alfo obferved, that in many 
■w the buflo’s the head was faflen’d to the neck or 
^breaft. I was told, that the heads were in the night- 
time, not without the privity of the Duke, taken off 
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the publick ftatues of Rome. I was particularly ta- 
ken with a brafs ftatue brought hither from Delphos, 
and faid to have a£ted the part of an oracle there, and 
delivered predictions. On the pedeftal, which is alfo 
of brafs, are thefe words : 

. m *•« I * ^ < % | I ^ * i* x 4 
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Ut potuiy hue 

, * • if * • » ; . : • • 

Verity 

" ' ’ ' - u K Delphis et ' 1 ‘ 

Fratre Reliffo. 

‘ ‘1st' • . - ’ * 

I t » « 

r also took notice of an unfinifhed bufto of Bru- 
tus, who headed the affaflins of Ca^far ; the reafon 
for it’s not being finiftied, is an odd one : 


* / » 
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Dum Bruti effigiem 
Sculptor dc marmore ducit % 
In mentem fccleris 
Venity y abjtinuit . 


• * 


! H e a e you fee the emperors of Rome, and other 
illuftrious perfonages of both fexes ; the heroes of 
Greece ; and multitudes of gods and goddefies. Here 
are alfo modern ftatues, even of our own times, as , 
that of the duchefs of Mazarine, who died in Eng- 
land. On the fide of this gallery are feveral apart- 
ments, containing an amazing quantity of. all kinds of 
curiofities. ! The firft, a collection of mafter- pieces in 
painting ; being the portraits of thofe artifts who have 
made the greateft figure in that fcience ; and moft of 
them done by their own hands. In the fecond is a furpri- 
zing variety of China •, and further on, another chanir 
her full of admirable paintings, curious cabinets, and 
tables. , » ( , . 

In the mathematical chamber we faw two globes 
of very extraordinary diqienfions * and a magnet* 
which, we . were . told, could lift fixty pounds j but/ 
like the human fpecies, it feems, it’s powers are corj- 
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fiderably decay’d by . age. . In another chamber we 
Taw an emerald, and two cabinets of amazing work- 
manfhip •, one made at Augfbur'g, was a prefent from 
the Emperor," and was decorated with a multitude of 
little images of yellow and white amber •, the other 
was made at Florence by a Dutchman of the name of 
Vander Vin . Here alfo werfc tables inlaid with all 
kinds of gems. But the chamber into which we were 
next conduced muft be allowed to furpafs all the 
others : it is crowded with all' kinds of curiofities, an- 
cient and modern, little images ; and among thefe 
fome Lares ; admirable paintings, &e. Here 1 alfo 
had the pleafure of feeing a genuine piece of vilgin 
gold, as taken out of the mine •, likewife a model of 
the diamond, fo much celebrated, for it’s largenefs ; 
with a thoufand other particulars. .. Among the mar- 
ble flatues, wftat mod raifed my admiration, were the 
beautiful Venus, for it’s excellence didinguifhed by 
the name of the Venus of ftftddicis'; and the flave, to 
whom the dilcovery of Catiline’s confpiracy was ow- 

•».- T f • . » t f 1 4 

mg. . • , 

We were led through a paffage, which eroding the 
direct, joins, as it were, the gallery with the old pa- 
'lace. Here We were firft fhewn the armory, which 
indeed contains a great quantity of arms and weapons.; 
but rather for fhow than fervice, 1 mod of them being 
now grown out of uie, though doubtlefs they coft 
an immenfe fife. ' '■ . 

They fliew you likewife a part of the plunder 
from a Moorifh prinpels, who, in going from Tunis 
‘to Condantinople to’ be married, was taken by the 
'Great Duke’s galleys, with all’ her riches and retinue. 
The lad thing l we faw was tHe wardrobe ; a fpacious 
room full of large deep cheds, with all kinds of fur- 
niture of filver and gold. Here, among other things, 
r is fhewn the golden diaejefn with which w v as crown’d 
the firft arch-duke of the Houfe of Medicis. But the 
mod valuable -piece is an altar, Though not compleat, 
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made by Ferdinand I. and intended tp be oftered tj> 
the Madonna di Lorett a 9 in cafe he ref oyered from his 
ficknefs ; but he dying before it was, com pleated,- it 
remained with the treafures of the. houfe of Medicis. - 

Florence has federal magnificent palaces, as that 
of Pandolforni , Medici , Riccardi , .and others. That 
I might have fome idea of their infide, I vifited th^t 
of the Marquis de Riccardi . It is a fuperb ftructure, 
of large free, ftone. But thofe on the outfide ace 
wrought in luch a manner, that though regular, they 
do not lie uniformly on each other, andhence have .a 
.bold appearance. Within .is .a court with piazzas. 
What I moft wonder’d at, was two very regular wind- 
ing flair-cafes leading up to die very top of the palace, 
every part of which abounds with fine paintings, fculp- 
ture, and magnificent furniture, , particularly . in the 
Guar da Rob a. Here is alfo a gallery, of paintings, 
.which every perfon of tafte will view with pleafure. 

After this rich entertainment within the city, I 
went to take a view of the country round about, the 
whole of which has the appearance of a garden. On 
all fides, as far as the eye can reach, it is fo diverfied 
with feats, palaces, farms, churches, and plantations 
of all kinds, that the whole valley in which Florence 
.ftands feems to be a continued fuburb. In one of my 
walks I vifited Frefole , which fiends on two hills* 
This town, which was formerly powerful, and known 
by the name of FefuU y having for a long time made 
head againft Florence, at lad funk under a fuperiority 
•of numbers, and was treated with all the rigour of 
war *, which to this day is not forgot at Frefole's yearly 
•fair, when he is fare to gain the greateft ,applaufe 
who can rail mpft againft the Florentines. .To this 
place you afcend up a pleafant paved ftreet, with 
houfes, .palaces, and convents, on each fide. The 
.pavement is of flint, and the remarkable inequality of 
the furface a proof, that anciently this road was much 
frequented. At the top of the afeent are the ruins of 
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a wall, with which unqueftionably this place was an- 
ciently furrounded. 

I walked over both the eminences on which the 
city flood, but melancholy remains only met my eye. 
Within the town, indeed, are fome paved ftreets in 
a tolerable condition ; but the inhabitants, as well as 
their houfes, have all the appearance of a miferable 
poverty. Betwixt thefe two hills fiands the cathedral, 
which, after this defcription, cannot be fuppofed a 
very fplendid one. On one of the hills all'o {lands 
a convent of reformed Francifcans. Here is alfo a fe- 
minary of Dominicans. The Francifcans, in the gar- 
den, have a Belvedere, which commands a ravifhing 
profpedl of the delicious valley, the city, and the fer- 
pentizing Arno . The hills on which Frefole Hands are 
very much excavated indifputably by the ancient in- 
habitants; and I was told, of treafures being fome- 
* times found there. This is the place alfo, where the 
.grey done, called Pietra forte , is dug, and the foil is 
' every where ftony. The air of Frefole is famed for 
it’s falubrity, and therefore called Aria Fefulana . It 
affords alfo very good wine. Frefole is a bifhoprick, 
with an annual income of 1 4000 feudi . x About five 
or fix Italian miles beyond Frefole , on the road to Bo- 
logna, is a feat of the Great Duke’s, called Pratelino. 
It is a houfe joining to a grove, having on every fide 
very curious water- works. Bcfides the paintings, and 
other rich furniture, here is a theatre larger than any 
Florence affords, and very well-decorated ; and ac- 
. cordingly, this is the place where the Great Duke en- 
tertains his court, with operas ar)d other theatrical 
pieces. 

On the other fide of the city, at the diftance of 
two fhort Italian miles, is another palace, or pleafure-, 
houfe, of the Great Duke’s, called Poggio Imperially 
From the city to this palace is a pleafant regular 
alley, lined on both fides with gardens and vineyards!' 
and at. the end of it is the houfe, ,with a court before 
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it, in the form of an amphitheatre, .aftd embellifhed 
with datues. Within the drudture alio a quadran- 
gular court with galleries The cqlle&ion of paintings 
here is magnificently great, and among them many 
valuable pieces. , , 

Without another of the city gates, by die fide 
of the river Ai’no^ {lands a building belonging to the 
Great Duke, amidd the mod delightful rural im- 
provements, called Lc Cafinc. It is reforted to for 
eating frefh cream, latte fioreto , or for drinking a 
glafs of wine •, and for the entertainment of the com- 
pany, there is an houfe built on an eminence, the pro- 
fpebt of which adds to the pleafure of the regale. 
Here the Great Duke’s horfes are alfo fometimes exer- 
cifed, at the corfi, or horfe-raccs, which is a favourite 
diverfion of the people. 
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Account of the famous Antonio Magliabechi ; with 
fome obfervations on the Tuscan nation in gene- 
ral , and of the Italians in particular. 

» » „ ? • * * \ . »■ - . 

* * 1 

I T would be improper to leave Florence without 
taking notice of a perfon fufficiently known in the 
republick of letters *, I mean the celebrated Antonio 
Magliabechi . I was recommended to him in a letter 
from our famous Graevius, which was alfo accompa- 
nied with a parcel of books. When I came to his 
houfe I was aflonifhed at a man who lived in fuch a fe- 
quedered and philofophical manner. ’ His lower rooms, 
which did not exceed two or three, were crowded with 
books, not only along the wainfeot, but alfo on the 
floor, where they were piled up to a confiderable , 
height \ that there was not the lead place for fitting 

down. 
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dbWn/ nVuch lefs for walking, except along a narrow 
pillage leading from one room to the other. 

I' also mud not forget, that the porch of hfe 
houfe, which had a little covering over it, was, in 
the fame manner every where duffed with books, as 
far as the projecting of the roof fecured them from 
rain; on my going up flairs I found one fide of the 
afeerit, from the top to the bottom, lined with the 
fame learned furniture. Nor were the upper chambers 
‘exempted from the load. The perfon himfelf, accord- 
ing to the cudom of Florence, was dreffed in black, 
with a waidcoat reaching to his knees, with long and 
wide breeches, and for his outward garment he had a 
black cloak, which notwithstanding all it’s patches, 
was not without fome holes burnt in it. On his head 
he had a large hat, and about his neck an ample band 
in the Florentine fafhion, which was plentifully deco- 
rated with fnuff, even to his waidcoat and cloak. His 
linen he ufed to wear 'till it fell to pieces. His waid- 
coat fleeves were alfo large and open. On one arm he 
carried a pan, in which was a condant fire for warm- 
ing his hands. His cloaths, indeed, wore the marks 
of being too nearly connected with it. In fuch a drefs 
this celebrated and. edeemed m*n of letters, eats on 
his books, (leeps on his books, and lives among 
.them. When he goes abroad he makes no other ap- 
pearance. All he lives upon is eggs, bread, and wh- 
• ter. I obferved fome eggs lying in a drawer, toge- 
ther with fome fmall filver and gold coin. And it is 
faid, that the fervants of the nobility and foreigners 
who vifit him, fometimes have taken the liberty to dip 
their hands among it. Thus (this eminent fcholar 
fpends his whole time. Some of our company took 
up here and there a book, as they paffed along, and 
though meerly trifling performances, yet he knew 
-every one by feeing the outdde only, . He is librarian 
to the Great Duke, and Was complaiiant in fliewing 
us, not only the library under his care, but likcwife 
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procured us the fight of 'forrte others in the con- 
vents. He refufes to receive 'arty, part Of his falary, 
fo that the GfeatDdke is <ohfrderably in arrears with 
him. ; ; * 1: " ‘ 


He correfpohds with great numbers of the learned 
in all' parts or Europe ♦, and foreigners of the higheft 
diftin&ion account it ah honour, if, in their palfage 
through Florence, they are permitted to vJfit him. 
'He has not been known to go out of the city but 
twice •, once to Ftefole •, and once to the diftance of 
ten miles •, and the laft was at the particular inftance of 
‘the Great Duke. His courtefy and politends to fo- 
reigners ‘is beyond example. He never failed to be 
with me at my inn every morning, while Iftay’d at 
'Florence, converfmg with the utmoft freedom and 
candour, and ufing the moft aftetftionate exprCfficns of 
'friendfhip •, yet there was no prevailing on him to 
take a meal with us, a difh of coffee, or fometimes sa 
glufs of wine, cheerfully drank to the health -of Mr 
Graevius, were the utmoft we could obtain of him in 
this refped. He was at that time about fixty years 

°f a ge- . 

From the worthy Magliabechi let us proceed to the 
Tufcan nation in general. When I came to Leghorn, 
*the fight of the people d relied in the 'French modes, 
made me almoft imagine myfelf in my native coun- 
try *, and the more fo, as the Spanilh drefs, and man- 
ner of living, were ftill frelh in my memory. 

In thefe parts, both in the country and the towns, 
Ombrilli , as the Italians call them, are in great vogue ; 
'and thofe of Florence are famed for their good nefs ; 
3 every one ufes them as a defence againft the rain, and 
even when riding on horfeback in the country : The 
very peafants ‘are not without them. In thefe towns 
* it is not unfrtquent to fee (as I have already obferved 
'of the Spanilh) ecclefiafticks, walking the ftreets, or 
‘fitting ip their houfes, in fpeftacles, a fight that can- 
not 
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not fail of infpiring contempt at the affe&ation of fp 
much laborious ftudy. 

& a i * u t r 1 P • r j1 r 

At Leghorn I law a Ipecimen of the manner of 

courtlhip among the vulgar ; the lover, with his fun- 
day’s cloaths on, and his rolled up ftockings, flood 
in the ftreets, addrefling his liftening charmer, who 
.was lolling all the while out of her window •, fo pub- 
lickly are thefe tranfa&ions conduced. And indeed* 
a young female would ruin her character, were fhe to 
admit her lover within doors, or enter into an even- 
ing chat with him, the a the. Among people of 
falhion marriages are determined by the parents, and 
neareft relations and ’till that time daughters are dif- 
pofed ,of in the convents lor education, where they 
ferve the Nuns as Minions.; and thus, according to the 
proverb, learn un poco di bene , Es? un poco di malo . 

The fair fex here enjoy more liberty than in Spain ; 
yet they are not free from confinement ; nor can any 
young woman go abroad without a Tante , or aunt. 
13omeftick affairs, even to thofe of the kitchen, among 
the Italians, are generally performed by the men. 
Above all things, let a foreigner forbear offering to 
lalute a young lady ; the party to whom the, complai- 
fance was paid firit relents it as an affront offered to 
her, and then, if there is a profpeCt of .getting money, 

c ♦ * - U " 1 ' • • » -* sin. \, rr. 

lues you for marriage. r 

' ' > * r 1 r f ' ■ 1* ;no. tt&Ksap; 

A s to the devotion or the Italians, they are in ge- 
neral, both fuperftitiousi and ignorant, though to a 
lefs degree than the Spaniards. However, we do not 
find among them that exorbitant malignity againft he- 
reticks andf foreigners, as in too many other places. 
And what I was agreeably furprized at was, that in 
.the inns no difficulty was made in providing flelh for 
foreigners oq fridays and faturdays - x and a gentleman 
who was. juft come from Rome, and "to whom I was 
c^cprefling my^datisfafitioa.at the indulgence, affured 
me, that, fie had eat flelh there even on Good -Friday. 
However, this is more than an Italian himfelf dare ao 

- •» , ’44 >.i 1 » t ^ - v . • / - ..j, - ' . r >- f 
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for fear of the Inquifition : he may however commit 
all kind of debauchery, provided he takes Cate not to 
offend againft the fovereign ahd' the laws btit fhotild 
he eat flefh on days of abftinencc, :< the Inquifitibft 
would immediately take cognizance of it, and* irh* 
prifon him. But the power bf that 'tribunal does 
not extend to foreigners, with regard to their eating 
and drinking. I have obferved, that i^he Italians are 
not fo infatuated with their images as the Spaniards $ 
poffibly their intention may be. rather to ornament 
their churches, than to worfhipof the ftatues, though! 
I do not here include the vulgar, whb ! have a great 
propenfity to idolatry and image-worfhip. As I was 
walking in Florence, I really faw a fellow very reve-J 
rentially pull off his hat to the ftatue of Hercules and 
the Centaur. " v - 4 - ‘ ‘ ‘ " 

• t , ( * 

With regard to the fculpture and beauty of the 
ftatues I muft own,- they have often filled me with a 
pleafing aftonifhment, efpecially thofe in the city of 
Florence. Yet, on the other hand, their nudities juft- 
ly give offence, as they cannot be viewed with fa^ 
ti^fadlion by a chafte fpe&ator. I cannot conceive 
how it could enter the heart of man to place naked 
ftatues in churches, for obje&s of devotion. The young 
perfons of the adjacent villages walk to church as in a 
proceffion, by couples, hand* in hand, the women 
-with their faces' ex pofed, and their heads curioufly 
dreffed after their manner, but the young men are 
mafked. The jefuits do not feem to have that power 
in the Tufcan territories, as in fome other parts of the 
Roman dominions, though they are fecretly fupport- 
ed by the Grand Duke. 

The Florentines appeared to me of a faturnine dif- 
pofition, though the example of the prince generally 
influences the manners of a nation. Here it feems to 
increafe that difpofition common to the people, the 
Grand Duke himfelf being a rigid devotee, and withal 
inclined to melancholy. On this account the citizens 

of 
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of Klqrjence feldom indulge therqfelyes in diyerfious* 
epter into , familiar: eonyerfotion . with, foreigners, > or 
jjbew.'them .thofe a&s ; pi; qoVrtefy, common in other 
pafts of Italy^ but .couftantly falutq each ptbet.witfo 
an air of gravity., J: |*qffibly; they (till regret thelolsol; 

ljberty,.,and ref|fia qa.it with indignation. . n; . 
--.JkR'oho?. «• Wakes, a, diftinguinied. figure in Eurqpt* 
by i^s, trade,, tjiqu^i it is principally carried on by 
foreign nation*. , TThel^li^n merchants of any impor- 
tance -^re; generally, nty their own. rnafters, but have 
$heur ppdrqpes^ that ia, nobles, or .perfonsof fortune, 
who furniftv them with money, i and, in cafe of ne- 
alfo protect them.- The, greateft parp of the 
t^dq of Flqraacq is carried on by exchange. 

«• , -TS*.- « difficultto be underftood, 
on account of their guttural pronunciation, fo that a 
ftranger would at firft imagine, they had fome diforder 
in the, throat j and yet they ufe the beft Italian words, 
according to the cqrqnM)ii ; * jLwgua Zo/affiQu 
bocca Romana. Rut the pronunciation at Leghorn is 
plfiifljaqd agree^ble^ i' cou'y noph-elp/teing furprized 
at finding f° great a difference between the climate of 
Spain and Italy f y for thofe vegetable productions we 
had fome, time ago feen -ripe iA Sp^ip; as peafe and 
jbean*, for. instance, were here no^v only in Sloffqm. 
We., were indeed told, that this.. iomedimg.. ex- 
traordinary, : and ovying to * the Severity of the l daft 
winter, r <::„V 'XA v:>\ ' i,.A L ;dj vi t ; :^Wy 
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Voyage from Leghorn, by 'the ^EolIan or Lis-' 
v ' san 1 an ijl&ids to Messina in Sicily { with 
obfervations on float city, i£’s t harbpur. cita<kl >y 

inhabitants* ; ?w > *, . , .* . .. 


# » • • * * w # • • • , ' 1 * * * I 

L , E AY, I N, G Leghorn on t the fkft of May, . we a 
/ fecond time paffe.d by the- iflar\ds ; of G organa, .and 
Capraia, The former is final!* .-and eight or ten fifiier- 
ipen’s huts ad U^ ( biuiding5;it^jcmtains); butithfeai*-. 
chovies caught; .here are j excellent,, and; a. fmall barrel 
of them fells for a piftole. According to the teftimo- 
nies of writers, thio ifland, as well as , Capraia* and 
other rocks,, .had e^qh a; convent, according to the 
cuftpm of thofe times. - *: ; ! ;> . I 

. The other ifland called Capri* or Capraia*. is about 
a mile in length and breadth. ; both of them belong 
to. the Genoefe •, and the latter, befides a fmall town, 
has a caftle. with ,a garrifon - The fputh -part of 
this ifland focz§Corfeca> and lies about eight leagues 
from it;, fo that we : food came.; in. fight of the latter, 
which, from it’s lofty hills, may be feen at a great di- 
fiance, the whole ifland being full of rocks and moun- 
tains. It,, however, produces excellent wine, which 
finds a good market at Rome. The horfes alfo, and 
hounds here, are greatly efteemed, but the latter are 
very mifehievous. .This ifland is likewife * under the 
dominion of Genoa , with the title of a kingdom ; and 
is the only part remaining of their ancient extenfive 
conquefts in the Levant , Archipelago , and other parts. 
The Corficans were formerly infamous for robbery and 
murder ; but in our times they have fhewa tbemfelves 
good foldiers, and bear the Genoefe yoke with violent 
ki^patience. • • : * r . 


Soon 
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Soon after we pafied the ifland of Elba , which is 
about twenty miles in circuit, and abounds in iron and 
magnets, which fo affedted the compafs, that during 
the night our captain obferved it to fluctuate two or 
three times, though it was quite calm. According to 
Plbry and Strabo , the ore dug in this ifland, after the 
iron has been extradted, being laid in heaps in the 
open air, or thrown into the mine, becomes again 
pregnant with metal, equal to the firfl. 

; Th e north part of this ifland belongs to the Grand 
Duke of Tufcany, and has a pretty town with a har- 
bour, defended by a ftrong caftle, and called Porto Fera - 
ro> But the fouth part is fubjedt to the king of Spain, 
together with a town and harbour, called Porto Lon - 
gone> and fome fortifications garrifoned by Spaniards.' 
But this harbour is not fo covenient as the former, 
the fliips in it having often fuffered from a fouthweft 
wind. Here is alfo a place among the mountains cal- 
led Capolira, belonging to the princefs of Piombino ; 
likewife the villages San Pietro del Campo, and Rio 
et Porto Feraro , with a fpring, the waters of which turn 
feveral mills; but this fpring increafes and decreafes 
at different feafons of the year. In the fummer it has 
the appearance of a fmall lake, but in the midft of 
winter is almoft dry. 

* To the fouth-eaft of Cape St Andrea is as a huge 
rock, - called Monte Chriflo y on which formerly was a 
ftately monaftery of nuns, all of noble extradlion ; but 
at prefent only the melancholy ruins of it are to be 
feen, the ftrudture having been deftroyed, and the 
nuns expelled by the famous BarbaroJJa. Between this*, 
rock and the above cape lies another imall ifland, called 
Pianofa , from it’s being low-land, and level. It is 
uninhabited, but horfes are fometimes fent thither to 
graze. The Corfairs alfo commonly touch there for 
water. . 

After failing fome time to the fouthward we 
made the ifland of Sardinia , having paffed a fmall 
t . V ifland 
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ifland called T alar a, belonging to Sardinia, and like 
Pianofa , uninhabited, but ferving for pafture. Sar- 
dinia lies between Corfu a and Barb ary. The coaft of 
the northern parts of the ifland is mountainous, but 
more to the fouthward level and even. The capital 
ot Sardinia is Cagliari ,• (landing on- an eminence near 
the fea, on the fouth fide .of the ifland. *. It has a tole- 
rable good harbour, but the air, during the fummer, 
is unhealthy. The ifland however, produces plenty of 
com but by proper culture the quantity might be 
greatly increased. 

It being fair weather when we were off this ifland, 
we caught a kind of fifh, called by the French Ton , 
but is unknown in our feas.. It is larger than a whi- 
ting, very palatable, . and wholefome, and pafles fot 
the beft fifh in the Mediterranean j and at Leghorn 
it is rarely fold under a piaftre. The ufual me- 
thod of catching them, is .with a fifhgig. While we 
were off this ifland we faw a multitude of dolphins, 
which the feamen. confider as a prognoftick of wind, 
and this time at lead their prediction was accomplifh- 
ed j it foon after blowing with fuch violence from the 
fouth- weft, that we narrowly efcaped being driven a- 
Ihore on the coaft of Naples. ' \ 

As we came off this city we difeerned, though at a 
confiderable diftance, the famous mount Vefuvius, or 
Monte del Gricgo. But the wind fubfided, and we 
made but very little way j at length, however, we 
reached the JEolian iflands, now the iflands of Upari\ 
and we were amazed at the fight of the fire iffuing 
from the pike of mount Stromboli during the night, and 
the clouds of fmoak iffuing from the Volcano . Thele 
are two very fmall iflands. We paffed very near the 
. former, and it appeared to us one entire rock, but 
covered with afhes and calcin’d Hones, which this 
mountain ejedts from time to time, with the moft ter- 
rible bellowings and explofions •, but when we pafleji 
it only a moderate flame iffued from the mountain. 
/Vol.L E to 
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In the day we faw congeries of fthoke hovering over 
thefe iflands like thick clouds. 

The evening before we came in fight of Stromboli 
we had a great ftorm, attended with thunder and 
lightning, whidh obliged us to hand our fails, and lie to 
during a great part of the night, though the wind never 
rofe : to that violence we apprehended, nor was it of 
any long continuance; but we were furprized to find, 
iri the morning, every part of the fhip covered with 
allies, to the depth of a quarter of an inch. Thefe 
allies were of a reddilh colour, and in all probability 
brought from the burning mountains by a whirl- 
wind; 


' Git the f 4th off 'May We entered the Faro- of Mef- 
fina , and thought ourfelves fure of paffing it that af- 
ternoon ; y but a fudden calm prevented us, and in the 
iftean timh n pilot came on board, and early the next 
Morning, . while we Were between the Calabrian and 
Sicilian Ihores, we were overtaken by a very ftrong 
gale, which made us With we were farther from the 
land ; but it foon abated, and we palfed the Faro with 
great rapidity. * . . / 

Being again got -Into the open Tea off Cape del 
Armi , the wind fhifted diredtly againft us ; and on the 
f :17th of May blew fo hard, that 1 We were ‘obliged to 
Hand for Meffina, where we foon arrived, and camfc 
‘to an anchor about five o'clock in the afternoon. 

; 'Here the eye of the fpe&ator is entertained with 
^enchanting profpedts from the fhore of Calabria on 
•one hand, and that of Sicily on the other, the country 
on both fides being covered with elegant plantations. 
The diftance between the two coafts is about three 
miles. ' The fhore of Sicily is decorated with a great 
number of houfes, • interfperfed between the planta- 
tions, but that of Calabria has very few. The lattef, 
however, appears a well cultivated, though moun- 
tainous, country 5 and at a diftance appeared the. little 

town of R&gioi \ ' " L * / ** 

.... 
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The coaft on both Tides is mountainous, except a 
point of land on the Sicilian fide, called Faro y which 
is level, or low land, but the water very deep clofe 
to the ftiore, To that lhipS' cannot anchor there, at 
leaft, without a prodigious length of cable. And! 
was allured, that it was the fame on the coaft of Cala - 
bria. Betwixt thefe two coafts the Tea runs with ex- 
treme rapidity beyond Meffina y and with an alternate 
motion, like that of ebb and flood. Mailers of Ships 
therefore, attentively watch a favourable opportunity 
of palfing through it, which is abfolutely impradlica- 
rble againft wind and tide. Befides the two points of 
land. Faro and Carriddi y have their refpedtive in- 
draughts. 

These are the two celebrated capes of Sicily and Cd- 
1 labria y To well known in hiftory under the names df 
<Scylld and Cbarybdis. The latter has long fince changed 
it’s name to that of Faro , and is the point of land on 
the Sicilian fide, by which Ihips pafs in- coming frorti 
the Lip ari iflands to go through the ftreight of Mef* 
fina . It -owes the name of Faro to a light-houfe, 

. • which formerly Hood on it’s extremity ; but having 
'been blown down, now ferves as a watch-tower for 
pilots. It is faid, that in ancient times a temple was 
• there ere£ted to Caftor and Pollux ; but I rather think 
it was dedicated to Neptune.'* 

It is well known, that light-houfes in the Tea are 
^called Pbari y or Fari ; and hence the whole paflage 
or ftreight of Melfina, formerly called Cbarybdis, is at 
• prefent termed the Faro> the common phrafe being, 
to pafs the Faro of Mejfina.” 

; Directly oppofite to Cbarybdis , on the coaft pf 
: Calabria , is Scylla, being a whirpool of a very ftrong 
indraught, and near it, on the continent, is a fmall 
town ftill called Sciglio ; but I was greatly furprized that 
.the Mdfinians Ihould hold Faro to be Scylla, and Cha- 
5 rybdis a point beyond the town, being the flip of land 
which, extending itfelf beyond Me£ina y forms the har- 

* E % bour. 
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hour, having on it the citadel and Lazaretto . - On the 
.fartheft point ol this flip of land is a light-houfe, called 
here Carriddi y and between the Faro, and this Carriddi, 
as it is called, there is. a pretty ftrong current, with 
.lome indraught.. 

A stranger, as he approaches the city of Mef- 
fina^ cannot help being (truck with the pompous ap- 
.pearance of this city, the eye every where beholding 
palaces and elegant ftru&ures ; and on one fide the 
grand citadel, near which is the Lazaretto , and a large 
ancient caftle. * Mejfwa appears like a magnificent am- 

E hitheatre, riling with great regularity from the fea, 
eing built on the gentle acclivity of a hill. 

In our gradual approach to it we perceived no al- 
teration in the perfpe&ive, except that we began to 
diftinguifli more plainly the objects along the wall y 
but when we .landed, and entered the city, we faw, 
.with a fenfible concern, the decay of this once fplen- 
did city. We came to an anchor within piftol (hot 
.of the wall, and moved with one haufer afhore ; not- 
withftanding which, the water where we dropt our 
anchor was thirty fathom deep, and the bottom rocky. 

• The next day having obtained pratica , or leave, we 
,enrered the city. 

Messina, anciently called Zancle y and fince Mejfa- 
na y is a city of great antiquity, (till large in circum- 
ference, and defended towards the fea by a ftrong cita- 
del, and inclofed towards the land by hills and moun- 
tains. The number of inhabitants is computed at 
betwixt eighty and ninety thoufand ; but this number 
tnuft diminifh with the declenfion of the- city itfelf, 
' which feems to be inevitable It cannot now be cdn- 
. fidered as the capital of the kingdom of Sicily, that 
honour belonging to Palermo , as being the refidence 
of the viceroy. Mejfma is, however, the fee of an 
archbifliop ; this ifland having three of thefe prelates, 
befides eight bilhops. . , r . * - • 
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* My curiofity firft led me to vifit the cathedral* 
which is called Proio-Metropolitana , and dedicated to 
the Madonna della Letter a, or Santa Maria del Litterio. 
This ftrudlure has a mod fuperb facade, and a very 
elegant cupola. It is laid to have flood five hundred 
years without a roof. In the church are two rows of 
pillars, feven of which are incrufted with porphyry, and 
brought, as we were informed, from the temple of 
Caflor and Pollux, which flood on the Faro . On 
each fide are the flatues of the twelve Apoflles in 
marble. Over an altar I obferved a crofs having a black 
image hanging on it ; and on the high altar is the flatue 
of the Madonna della Let ter a , to which great devotion 
is paid by the populace, as we faw by the proceflions 
of great numbers of pilgrims. Behind the altar, on 
a blue done, in letters of gold, is the following epiftle 

• from the above Madonna. 

* ' * ) 

i/.# . » f # * * 

i • ' 

Maria Virgo 

Joachim filia, Dei humillima 
Christi Jesu crucifixi Mater 
exTribuJuda, stripe David, 

Mess anensibus omnibus salutem 
et Dei Patris Omnipotentis 
Benedictionem. 

. . 

I 

9 ' •* 

Vos omnes fide Magna Legates ac Nuncios per publicum 

documenturn ad nos mijfijfe conftat Filium noftrum Dei ge- 
ntium Deum Hominem ejfe fatemini & in ccdum pofi 
fuam refurreclionem adfcendijfe Pauli Apojloli Elefti pr<e- 
dicatione -mediante viam veritatis agnoficentos . Ob quam 
rem Vobis tf? ipfi Civitati benedicimis , cujns perpetua pro - 
teftrix non ijfe volumus. 

Ann° Ft li i nostri xxxxii. Indict, i. III. Non. 
Junii Tuna xxvii: Fer. V. ex Hjerosoj.ym is 
. Maria Virgo. q^. sup. hoc chirOcraphum 
• - Approbavit. 
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f “ Mary the Virgin, daughter of . Joachim, the 
V mod humble mother of Jefus Clirift, the crucified 
cc God, of the Tribe of Judah, of the root of David, 
“ to all the inhabitants of Medina, greeting, and the 
Blefiing of God the omnipotent Father. 


M Whereas it appears by a publick indrument 
* c that, in the abundance of your faith, you fent to 
“ us mefiengers, and acknowledged our Son begotten 
4 of God, to be God and man, and that after his^re- 
4 furredion he afcended into heaven. Thus, by'the 
“ preaching of the beloved apodle St Paul, embra- 
4 ting the paths of truth, for which we now blefs you, 
cc and the city, and allure you of our perpetual pa- 
4 tronage. 


<c In the year of our Son xxxxii, fird IndidL 
* c III. of the Nones of June, Luna xxvii. Fer. v. 
cc Given at Jerufalem by the Virgin Mary, who haa 
approved this writing.” 

The dory of this fabulous letter is as follows : The 
Apodle St Paul being come to the city of Mejfina con- 
verted the inhabitants to the Chridian faith. When 
they fird heard of the miraculous birth of our Saviour 
from the womb of a Virgin, who was then living' in 
Jerufalem, they fent mefiengers with St Paul to falute 
the holy Virgin, and to recommend the whole city to 
the proteftion of this mother of God, who was plea- 
fed to anfwer this indance of their refpedl with the 
above letter. The tradition adds, that the original 
letter was written in Hebrew by the Virgin’s own 
hand, but tranflated by St Paul into Greek, and fince 
by Condantinus Lafcarte into Latin. 

In honour of this Madonna della Letter a , an annual 
fedival and fair is held on the third of June; and we 
faw, whild we continued there, preparatives making 
for it in every part of the city, as building of fcaffolds, 

&c. 
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&c. A great number of miracles are alfo afcribed 
to this Madonna della Lettera. Yet all that they have 
to fhew in fupport of this tradition is the above Latin 
tranflation, having neither the Hebrewjoriginal* nor 
even the Greek tranflation of St Paul. 

On e of the fides of the fame fquare where the ca- 
thedral of Meffina ftands, and near which is a ftately 
tower, ds decorated with a fountain, and the other 
with a pedeftrian ftatue of the late king. The foun- 
tain is encompaffed with pallifadoes ; in the center is a 
pyramid, and round it feveral cupids of exquifite 
workmanfhip ; alfo four river gods, with their fea- 
horfes, fphinxs, and reprefentations of |fome fables in 
Ovid’s Metamorphofes * all which ejedt great quanti-* 
ties of clear and excellent water. 

* Opposite is an equeftri an ftatue of Charles II. king 
of Spain. It is of entire brafs, and placed on a fquare 
pedeftal of marble, decorated with infcriptions. - It is 
iiirrounded by a wall of marble, and the latter by iron 
pallifadoes. This ftatue is eredted on the fpot where 
formerly ftood the town-houfe of Meffina , which, oil 
account of the laft rebellion, was razed to the ground, 
not one ftone being left upon another. The ftatue it- 
ielf is defended by a guard, and was made out of % 
bell, called Maria , taken from the tower near the ca- 
thedral ; the inhabitants of Meffina having, with that 
bell, given the fignal for the revolt. 

W e afcended an eminence in the city, to view a * 
capuchin church and convent, in which are no lefs 
than 2 50 fathers *, and it happening to be the feftival 
of the patron of the convent, we were entertained with 
very . fine inftrumental and vocal mufick * but the 
principal performers in the latter were eunuchs hired 
tor that purpofe. What greatly heightens the plea- 
fure of this retreaty are two grottos and fountains, the 
waters of which are uncommonly pleafant to the 
tafte. -A farther afcent* through a fpacious kitchen- 
garden* brought us to a chapel, which commands a 
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profpedt of the whole city, the adjacent fea, and part? 
Pjf.the eoaft of Calabria. This convent has alfo an 
elegant garden,. where the efpaliers of orange and le- 
mon-trees are remarkably beautiful. In our return to 
the city we paffed near a redoubt ere&ed at the foot of 
this hill, and. which, in fome meafure defends the en- 
trance into the harbour. 

Among other ftru&ures dedicated to religion, we 
vifited a celebrated nunnery, where the ladies enter- 
tained us with , great chearfulnefs and civility. The 
Jefuits are now building a fuperb church and femina- 
ry, and the latter is in fuch forward nefs as to be capa- 
ble of receiving a few ftudents. The auditorium , .or 
common hall, is remarkably large, and properly de- 
corated. We alfo faw, near the harbour, another fe- 
minary, under the direction of the archbifhop, who 
being a Theatine , as his predeceffor alfo was, the Un- 
dents are chiefly regulars of the 'Theatine order *, and is 
thence called the Theatine feminary. 

The Spedale or hofpital of Meffma is alfo well worth 
feeing. It confifls of a very fpacious quadrangle, in the 
center of which is a large fountain, but not very curi- 
ous, either for materials or workmanfhip. The ftruc- 
ture itfelf is regularly built, and has a phyfic garden. 
Round the quadrangle are teparate wards tor men and 
women. .1 was aftonithed to find the number of patients 
fo great *, but my wonder increafed on being conduc- 
ed into a vyard of uncommon length, appropriated to 
venereal patients. They offered to fhew us another 
ward of the fame dimenfions, filled alfo. with patients 
of the fame kind, afflifted in a higher degree * but we 
declined the offer. The womens wards are inaccefia- 
ble to men. 

Messina has feveral very elegant palaces, partieu-f 
larly thofe of the archbifhop and governor. • Oppofite 
to the laft is a large plain, , on which is a ftatue of 
•brafs, eredted in honour of Don Jphn of Auftria, for 
his victory over the, T urks in the fea-fight off Le- 
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panto. The pedeftal is of marble; with feveral'appqf- 
fitc'infcriptions.* - Medina has alfo a great many hou- 
fes, which make a grand appearance at a diftance, but 
•on a nearer view the marks of decay are very evident, 
and many of them inhabited by perfons of very indiffe- 
rent circumftances. 

Bu t the mod elegant part of Medina is the long 
row of ftately honfes fronting the mole. The archi- 
tedture of the whole is the fame •, they are every way 
equal, and beautifully adorned with balconies, and 
lattice-work. This row is called II Fbeatro , and in- 
deed reprefents- an amphitheatre, forming a. curve 
along the dde of the mole. About a century ago the 
viceroy, Philebert Emanuel , duke of Savoy, planned 
thefe buildings, and caufed the houfes to be eredted at 
the expence of private perfons. I counted above 
twenty gates in this row leading from the mole into 
the city, and all of them opening into different ftreets. 
Near the end of it is the palace affigned for the vice- 
roy, and is extended from the mole by means of a 
bridge built for that purpofe •, but he now generally 
refides at Palermo . Nor can a fpedtator obferve, with- 
out concern, the prefent ruinous condition of thefe 
beautiful houfes and palaces *, thofc drudtures where, 
form'ely, the nobility, and the rich, lived in fplendor, 
are now inhabited by the lowed clafs. 

• On the mole is a marble fountain of exquifite work- 
manfhip, reprefenting Neptune , dretching out his 
band to re drain Scylla and Charybdis , who are repre- 
fented as two nymphs, fitting by his fide in fetters. 

The citadel of Mejftna fhould alfo be’.vifited by 
every curious traveller. It is fituated near the Porto 
Franco , on the flip of land which projedts from the 
tfbeatro *, the outfide of it’s walls being walked by 
the fea, and thus forms the harbour. This citadel is 
3* piece of modern fortification, and commands both 
the city and adjacent fea. It has five badions, and 
(everal outworks, all regular and iq good order, the 
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ramparts broad and terraced, and fo contrived, that 
the rain water is conveyed into a capacious ciftern. 
The whole works are well built, and furnilhed with 
cannon, moft of which arc of brafs, but the barracks 
were not finiflied. The garrifon confifted wholly of 
Spaniards, but made no very martial appearance, and 
I obferved among them not a few ftriplings, too 
young for fupporting the fatigues of war. This cita- 
del has two gates, one leading to the city, and the 
other to the Lazaretto. On both I obferved the arms 
of Spain oftentatioufly decorated. 

The Lazaretto lies at a fmall diftance from the ci- 
tadel, about the middle of the abovementioned flip of 
land. Here we faw feveral Tunifeans and Venetians 
performing quarantine. Nothing can be more con- 
venient than the fituation of this building, for (hips 
may lie along fide of it, and deliver their cargoes into 
the warehoufes. Thefe warehoufes are divided into 
feveral parts, excellently contrived both for flowing 
and infpedling the goods. Within the Lazaretto is a 
fpacious court, where the perlons performing quaran- 
tine are allowed to walk for the benefit of the air. In 
this court is alfo a fmall chapel, where mafs is celebra- 
ted ; and the whole furrounded with piazzas. With- 
out the Lazaretto, great part of which may be faid 
to fland upon the water, are feveral fait pans, where 
excellent fait is made with very little trouble. On 
the (bore (lands the Faro , or light-houfe, and the fpot 
on which it is built, is by the inhabitants called 
Cariddi. 

At a fmall diftance from the Lazaretto , at the 
point of this flip of land (lands a huge old caftle, for^ 
merly a convent of Greeks, who exchanged it for a 
place on the ftrand, a little beyond the Faro . This 
caftle, though built in the ancient manner, having 
been erefted in the time of Charles V. may be of 
great fervice in defending the entrance of the har- 
bour, as it is fitpated at the very mouth of it. Here 

we 
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swe crofied the mole, and returned another way intq 
the city. 

The ftrand along the road to the Faro is diverfi- 
fied with the mofl beautiful plantations, and the per- 
fpedive towards the country terminated by mountains, 
hills, and interjacent vallies, all exuberantly fertile, 
and decorated with feats and farm-houfes. Here are, 
among a great variety of other kinds, an infinite num^ 
ber of mulberry-trees, cultivated for breeding filk- 
worms, which abound here, as on the oppoflte coaft of 
Calabria , and fupport a pretty brifk trade for filk, the 
greateft part of which is in the hands of the Meflini- 
ans. Along the ftrand are alfo feverai convents * and, 
among others, that already mentioned belonging to 
the Greeks, which we vifited, and found to be a jpa- 
cious regular building, furnifhed with all manner of 
conveniences. Near it is a houfe, called Paradife, 
before which is a fountain, with die following in- 
fcription : 


SlTIENTlBUS NaUTIS. 

For thirjly Seamen, 

% 

At fome diftance farther is a circular building, 
painted red, with a gallery near the top of it, and on 
the ground floor a chapel. It was begun by the 
abovementioned Philebert Emanuel , duke of Savoy, 
who delighted in fuch improvements, and finifhed by 
his fuccefior. From the gallery is an elegant profpeft 
towards the fca. On feverai parts of the coaft are the 
ruins of ancient feats belonging to the Meflinians, 
and fituated in the midft of beautiful plantations. 
The many fragments of old walls, here feem to de- 
plore the former fplendor of this ifland. 

Rivulets of frefh water are every' where feeii 
along the ftrand, having their fource in the adjacent 
mountains ; fo that the trees flouj-iih down to the ve- 
ry 
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iy edge of the fea. And this alfo accounts for what 
at firft furprizes the traveller, namely, that the wo- 
men are feen along the fhore wafhing their linen. 
They make a little hole with their hands, and it is 
immediately filled with frefh water, though' fo very 
near the fea. 

The inhabitants of Meffina feem to be of a good 
difpofition ; are very complaifant, friendly, and fa* 
miliar with ftrangers. But their misfortunes have 
caufed a vifible d ejection in their behaviour. They 
have fuffered great lofies by earthquakes ; but much 
greater by the oppreffions of the Spanifh government, 
efpecially fince the laft rebellion, as that court terms 
it. Above twenty thoufand perfons are computed to 
have fled for refuge to France •, and innumerable 
eftates to have been confifcated. The multitude of 
convents is alfo a collateral caufe of the prelent cala- 
mitous ftate of this country, producing an ufelefs 
multitude of drones fattening on the labour and eftates 
of others. 

The drefs of the Mejjinians is nearly the fame with 
that of the Spaniards. . The men wear a ruff with a 
ftiff band, a black cloak, a damalk waiftcoat, and 
Spanifh breeches •, the women are remarkable for wear- 
ing nothing on .their bofoms. The inhabitants of 
Meffina are fo far excluded from all forts of employ- 
ments both civil and military, that they are feldom 
admitted even to be common foldiers. So very ty- 
rannical are their Spanifh tafk-mafters, that it is a ca- 
pital offence for a Meffinian to carry a knife about 
him. ' * 

The climate here is good, and the ifland fufficiently 
fertile in all kinds of fruits ; but few of us could relifh 
the wine, which is harfh and heady. We were, however, 
told, that fome parts of the ifland produced wines that 
would pleafe every palate. And I was afiured, : that 
in feveraf places the ancient Greek was the vernacular 
language, which T own I could hardly believe y and 

even 
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even the town of Menzojujfo was mentioned as one* 
though the oldeft place now in Sicily is Leontini , an 
inland town. 

I omit that prodigy of nature, the volcano of 
mount Aitna, becaufe I mention nothing but what I 
have rnyfelf observed •, and the deflination of the fhip 
, would not allow me to fatisfy iny curiofity in that 
particular. , . , , ' " ' 


CHAP. VII. . - : ;i 

Voyage from . Messina* to the Archipelago* 

with an account of fever al of thofe ifands . 

' • . ^ ' . 
y * *. ♦ * ^ , » 

O N the 2 2d of May we left the city and harbour 

of Meffma* in order to. proceed in our voyage 

to the Archipelago . We made, for fome time, but 

little way, it being an almoft continual calm. On the 

third day after our departure we were overtaken by a 

violent ftorm at north-caft, which foon drove us back 

in fight of Sicily. - , • 

The wind (till continuing at north-eaft, and the 

rapidity of the curtent carrying us at a great rate, we 

were entirely at a lofs to compute the true place of the 

fhip *, and our captain was fo greatly miftaken, that 

on making an ifland, he at firft thought it was Malta* 

but to his aftonifhment foon found that the fhip was 

to the fouth-weft of Sicily* and in fight of 5 T unis, and 

the ancient Carthage. 

•The land which he had at firft taken for Malta, 
proved two fmall iflands called Zimbii , lying diredtly 
oppofite to Capo di Bon , or the point of Barbary . We, 
however, kept dear of them ; and the fouth-eaft 
wind, which prevails there during the fummer, and 
is providentially appointed for cooling the air, as the 
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heats here would be otherwife infupportable, car* 
ried us beyond Capo di Bon, by which we efcaped 
no inconfiderable danger, in having palled feveral 
fupken rocks*, and foon* after found ourfelves off* the 
ifland of Maretima , lying fouthweft of Sicily. 

This ifland, together with two* others, lying op- 
pofitfc : to ^Trapano in .Sicily ,' appear like three great 
rocks. They were called by the ancients Sacra, Al* 
gufa, and"Probantia ; but at prefent Maretima, Fa - 
vdgpanli,' arid' Levanzo. The firft lies about thirty 
miles from Trepano, is of a triangular figure, and 
has feveral villages* and a good caftle. The fecond 
affords excellent pafture for fattening calves ; and 
has alfo the remains of a caftle. This ifland is fepa- 
rated from Frapano only by a fmall channel, in which 
are fome rocks called Formici . The third lies twelve 
miles from Frepano , and diredtly oppofite to that 
town. ' • *• * , * 

: ' We alfo palled by fome other rocks, called Sberqui , 
"which have frequently proved fatal to mariners. Af- 
ter : this we palled the ifland Pantalarea , which lies 
about ninety miles from Maretima. It is well culti- 
vated, and has a village and fort, called by the fame 
name, and in which a conftant garrifon is kept. Great 
quantities of blackifh calcined ftones, and black fand, 
are found here. In the centre of this ifland is a cavern 
called Fojfa, and on the fummit of a hill. an aperture 
which the inhabitants term Codia Brtigiata , the burnt 
tail. . At the foot of the higheft hill in the ifland is 
alfo Another cavern, called Favor a, from whence a 
continual ' noife, or bellowing, is heard. The adja- 
cent ground is full of cracks and fiflfures, and fo hot, 
as fcarce to be touched by the hand : through the 
fifiiires a reddifh black vapour continually ifliies. Our 
captain informed me, that he once put in here to 
avoid being taken by an Algerine, and was protedbed 
by* the garrifon of the caftle, who perceiving that his 
*lhip was by np jpeans a match . for the Algerine, 
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pointed their cannon againft the corfair, and obligee} 
him to Iheer off. 

We next entered the channel of Malta , near the 
mouth of which are three iflands, called by the Anci- 
ents, InfuLe Pelagic. The fir if, termed Lampedufa , is 
about Seventeen miles in circuit, has a good harbour 
for fmall veffels ; the water on the ifland is' brackifh, 
and the land pretty full of woods. Here was former- 
ly a confiderable village, defended with a good forti- 
fication *, but, at preient, every thing lies in ruins, 
and it’s only inhabitant is a French pried, called fa- 
ther Clement, who lives in a cave like a hermit, pro- 
bably by way of penance, to atone for the diforderS 
of his life while a pirate, which for many years was 
his occupation. Some part of his provifions he 
fetches from Malta in a boat, though fcarce a (hip 
touches here without making him fome acknowledg- 
ment. He has alfo made himfclf a garden, and erect- 
ed an altar, where he reads mafs before a ftatue of the 
Virgin Maiy, pretended to be miraculous. 

Close by this harbour is interred a Turkifli faint, 
in great repute among the Mahometans, who, on 
paffing by this ifland, never fail to offer tip their 
prayers. This ifland is well (locked with rabbets $ 
and produces a certain plant, greatly efteemed for it’s 
virtues in venereal cafes; Not long fince the merch- 
ants of Merfeilles endeavoured to make a fettlemerit 
here, and eredl fortifications, but were immediately 
oppofed by the Spaniards and Maltefe. 

The fecond ifland, called Limofa , is entirely de- 
fert. Two lofty mountains in it have the appearance, 
at a diftance, of two fugar loaves. The third is only 
a rock, and called Mugiaro . At the diftance of about 
five leagues from hence we had fight of the ifland of 
Goza. The north fide of it is very rocky ; and on 
the hills we faw fome watch tpwers, built for difeo- 
c vering (hips at Tea. ^ 
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Westerly winds, foon brought us before the 
gulph of Venice *, and in fome hours after we difcover- 
ed the continent of the Morea , together with the ifland 
Sapienza, lying to the fouth of it, but uninhabited. 
The people of the Morea, however, make ufe of it both 
for tillage ana. pafture. The next remarkable place 
we had fight of was Cape .Mat apart* the celebrated 
Promontoriam T<enari of the Ancients. This head-land, 
or prpmqptory,: is , formed by the junction of two 
chains of mountains, which form the fea-coaft of the 
ancient Lacedemon . „ ’ ' 

• % 

The land between thefe two ranges of hills is called 
firajfo di Magna, and the inhabitants Magnotti , a 
^people fo difpofed to inhumanity as to make it dan- 
gerous to land here.. , Should a ftranger happen to be 
furprized by them, he muft either fpend the remain- 
der of his days in a cruel flavery, or pay an extrava- 
gant ranfom. They alfo refufe to pay any tribute to 
the Grand Signior. And though he has feveral times 
Tent' a regular force againft them, yet he could never 
lubdue them. And thefe are the only Greeks who 
have been able to maintain their independency agai.nffc 
the attempts of the Turks. 

They have a kind of government, which ieems to 
be of the democratical kind •, and are a fagacious, 
adtive people *, but, at the fame time, fubtle and ra- 
pacious. On this account the neighbouring Greeks 
call the Braffo di Magna, Great Algiers, They are all 
pirates by profeflion, and even tfioft of their papa r s 
or clergy join with the reft: in thefe expeditions, and 
receive a tenth part of the booty as church -dues. The 
ecclefiafticks, who remain on fhore, live along the fea- 
coafts, in places formerly called Thy rides, or win- 
dows i they are caves or apartments hewn out of the 
rocks, and reprefent by their number and pofition, a 
row of windows. In thefe caves the papa's have their 
fecefies^and from thence look out for (hips at fea,; 
and fliould any be unfortunately ftranded on the coaflt. 
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they give notice to the country people, who pillage 
every thing they can lay their hands on. 

The. coalt of the Morea , every where, confifts of 
frightful precipices, and barren rocks. But the lofs of 
this country is an indelible blemifh on the reputation 
of the republick of Venice \ efpecially Napoli di Roma- 
nia •, a place almoft impregnable, tho’ at that juncture 
wretchedly negledted. This country, -by means of 
it’s three fortified towns, Modon , Cor on, and Napoli 
di Romania, was as- a barrier to them againft the 
Turks, befides the advantages of commerce ♦, fo that 
I may affirm, without any exaggeration, that this lofs 
has greatly lefiened the republick in the efteem of the 
the world. It is faid, that the Turks carried from this 
country above 60,000 flaves, though they were obli* 
ged afterwards to fend fome part of them back to till 
the land. Except this laft calamitous event, the 
Greeks have experienced lefs mifery under the Turkifh 
government than before - \ and are even more free with 
refpedt to their commerce, and diminution of im- 
pels. 

We now found ourfelves clofe under the ifland Ce- 
rigo , ceded by the Turks to the Venetians. It’s an- 
cient. name was Cytbcra , or Porphyris , celebrated for 
being the birth-place of Venus and Helen . It lies about 
twenty miles from the.coaft of Morea, and is about 
fixty Italian miles in circumference : fituated between 
the capes Matapan and Malea, both on the continent; 
and was anciently confidered as a barrier to Lacede - 
mon \ and was a fafe and commodious harbour for 
(hips coming from Egypt to Lybia . The Lacedemo- 
nians aifo fent thither annually fome eminent perfon; 
in quality both of a judge and commandant of a 
garrifon, .which they conftantly kept there, ’till , the 
eighth year of the Peloponnefian war, when the ifland 
.was taken by the Athenians. • " 

It (till abounds, in turtle-doves, which the poets 
confecrated to Venus. . Not long fince the. ruins of 
Vol. I. F the 
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the city of A 'Ienelaus were to be feen here, but are now 
difperfed, together with thofe of Helen’s palace. 

The chief place on the ifland, at prelent, is called 
Cerigo^ is the fee of a bifhop, and on the fummit of a 
rock ftands a caftle, whole chief ftrength lies in it’s 
fituation. The town confifts of about two or three 
hundred houfes. • Befides the biihop, the Proto-papa , 
or chief -prieft^ and feveral other ecclefiafticks relide 
here. The fecond town is Porto di St Nicolo , called 
alfo Tina. On the fouth fide of the ifland is Porto 
Detfivo . The modern Paliopolis is eredted on the fpot 
where the ancient Cythera flood. In this ifland are 
aHb about fifty villages *, but thefe in general confift 
of only three or four mean huts, or caverns hewn in 
the rocks. The whole ifland is, however, laid to 
contain four thoufand men able to bear arms. The 
land appears to be barren, but is found to produce a 
fufficiency of wine, corn, oil, and honey, for the in- 
habitants. Cotton is alfo cultivated here* and it’s 
wine is almoft equal to brandy in llrength. But it’s 

* moft remarkable commodity is a kind of cheefe, cal- 
led ricotta : It is made of goats milk boiled ; and to 
my palate was agreeable enough. 

- In this ifland is a cavern half a mile in length, and 
every where of an equal height : the inhabitants firm- 
ly believe, that in this cavern St John began to write 
his Revelation ; and for this realon they have built 

• there a manfion for caloyers , or ecclefiafticks. Near 
two leagues farther is a rock, called by feamen, from 
it’s figure, Vovo^ the egg. 

About fifteen Italian miles eaft of Cerigo, and op- 
pofite to it, lies another fmall ifland, called SerJgottOj 
given up alfo by the Turks to the Venetians. It is un- 
inhabited, being only an affemblage of bare and fterile 
mountains. Near it are two rocks, to which, from 
their appearance, failors have given the name of warts. 
Off Cergo Ihips are often detained two months before 
they can enter the Archipelago . It was our fate alfo to 
: „ ... meet 
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meet with fome difficulty here. When a Turkifh Ihip 
comes up with a Chriftian in thofe parts, fhe fires a 
gun as a fignal for coming on board with their pafs, 
after which the Turks generally a(k for brandy, charts, 
telefcopes, &c. 

On e evening, as we were endeavouring to weather 
the cape, on the ifiand of Ccrigo , the wind fuddenly 
fhifted, ’ and drove us . northward into the channel 
which feparates that ifiand from the continent. This 
is a very dangerous place, as one moment a fhip is 
becalmed, and the next in eddy winds, by which fhe 
is in danger of being overfet, driven on the capes of 
the continent, or on that of St Angelo, which might 
much more properly be called cabo diabolo , from the 
many fhips loft there. :We had, however, the good 
fortune to efcape with only the lofs of our mainfail, 
which was blown to pieces. 

Having paffed this channel, the continuance of 
the N. E. wind obliged us to put into the harbour of 
St Nicolo , on the fouth fide of Cerigo , being the beft 
in the whole ifiand. It has alfo a good road, where 
large fhips may ride pretty fecure. As foon as the 
captain had hoifted his enfign, a garde de cofte came on 
board to demand the duties, and our certificate of 
health, to carry it to the commandant for his infpec- 
tion. We were on fhore at the fame time, and defired 
him to fhew us the way to fome village v but he fud- 
denly left us, without even giving us an anfwer. The 
commandant lived fome miles from the place in a de- 
cayed fquare tower, built on an eminence, and his 
apartment was a fmall room not bigger than our cabbin, 
though it ferved him for a parlour, bed-chamber, 
kitchen, &c. There were no fuch things as beds 
here, fome flept on matrafies, and others on the bare 
ground. His falary was three piafters per month, 
and a bit of land near his caftle, which he might cul- 
tivate for his own advantage. He had enjoyed this 
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pod a long time, but looked mote like a Venetian 
gondelier than a commander of an iiland. 
r Over his appartment, in the fecond dory, was a 
terrace, where the common watchmen flept •, experi- 
ence inform’d us of this, for we were obliged to pals 
a whole night there, between three ruinous walls, and 
nothing to feparate us from the canopy of the hea- 
vens, except an old cloak of the captains’, which fer- 
ved us dor a quilt. Being now very hungry, and 
parched with third, we naturally, reiifhed whatever 
was brought us, though a very indifferent diet, being 
only eggs, and a kind of bifcuit foftened in water. 
Our liquor was Cerigo wine, as drong as brandy, but 
to us had no lefs than the delicious tade of thedabu- 
lous nedfar. We propofed in the morning to vifit the 
.Venetian .pro veditor, but as our bufinefs was of no 
great importance, the badnefs of the road, and the 
great didance we were from his houfe, altered our in- 
tention. •. • lt .v .. . . >b 

Accordingly in : the morning we returned on 
board,, feveral Greeks going with us, and among 
them the commandant of the gardes de cofte , who 
came himfelf to fetch our captain’s certificate of health, 
in order to tranfmit it to the poveditor^ and this ob- 
tained us the privilege ot walking where we pleafed in 
the country, which indulgence is here called fratica \ 
-but in the Turkifh dominions they are not fo careful, 
•the plague not being fo much dreaded there. 

Near the harbour is a Greek chapel, which I at 
;fird actually took for a fhepherd’s cot ♦, and even after 
r I entered it, i could form no other idea of it, than a 
,dall for beads, ’till I obferved a very mean altar, and 
cover it a fuitable painting of St Nicolo. At the end 
. of this chapel was a final 1 room with a mean altar, 
.confiding of one large done. Thefe chapels in Greece 
• are not only places of religious worlhip, but ferve ai- 
; fo as receptacles for travellers and their horfes. They 

indeed 
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indeed cover one from the heat of the fun, and very 
often no better lodging is to be found. We purcha- 
led here fome provifions, as fheep, pigeons, &c. but 
the traveller fliould provide himfelf with Venetian 
money or paraas, Leghorn pi aft res, going here for on- 
ly forty paraas , though worth above fitly ; and this 
is an advantage, which the inhabitants, when occafion 
offers, are very careful to improve. » 

Soon after our departure, a foutherly wind brought 
us in fight of the ifiand Milo , which has the appearr 
ance of two lofty mountains. The air here is fo very- 
unhealthy, that it affected us in fome meafure all the 
time we were fight of the iiland, which, however, 
abounds with provifions of the moft delicate kind, 
as partridges, turtle-doves, beccafigoes, ducks, &c. 
delicious fruits, as melons, figs, grapes, &c. and fifh 
equally good. It’s wine is alfo excellent; and one 
ipring in particular yields pure and excellent frefh wa- 
ter. The harbour is likewife fafe and capacious. 
But the women of Milo , and thofe of the neighbour- 
ing ifiand Argentiera , have the worft character of any 
in the whole Archipelago , in refpedt to chaftity. This 
ifiand abounds in honey, corn* and wine ; but wood 
is lcarce. They make excellent cheefe from goats 
miik, and have baths and mineral waters, but arc 
ltrangers to the ufe of them. 

Sailing a little farther we made the ifiand of Ar- 
gentiera, which is by fome accounted the firft of the 
Archipelago. It’s ancient name was Kimolus , or Ci- 
molus, and has ft ill an excellent harbour. The next 
iiland we faw was Falconera ; but this is only an un- 
inhabited rock, and ferves as a retreat to the lower 
clafs of pirates. A fmall diftance beyond it we palfed 
by another rock, called the beautiful hen. The ifiand s 
of Sipbanto , Serphou, Thermia , or Fermia , and Zea, 
we left a little on the right. - . * 

. The air of the firft, namely, Siphanto, the ancient 
Merope, is pure and falubrious, and abounds .with all 

. . . '' . F 3 the 
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the neceffaries of life, except wine, with which it is 
fupplied from Milo. The antient inhabitants were 
not advantageoufly dtftinguifhed for their morals, but 
at prefent they are accounted a good fort of people. 
Their commodities are oil, capers, filk, (the lalt of 
which is very good) cottons, figs, wax, honey, draw 
hats. They trade for a fmall gain, and deal with 
candour. The women are fo far from practifing the 
arts ufed by thofe of Milo towards ftrangers, that 
when they go abroad, their faces, except their mouths 
and eyes, are covered. 

The fecond, Serphou 9 is not lefs than thirty-fix 
miles in circuit •, but the inhabitants are lazy, and 
confequently poor fo that, befides • one forry town, 
though with an excellent harbour, there is but one 
village, and that very mean, in the< whole ifland. 
During the time of the Roman emperors it was the 
place to which malefactors were banifhed. 

The third, namely, c floertnia 9 or Fermia 9 anciently 
called Cytbmos , is not fuch high land as the other ; but 
is well cultivated, and abounds in wine. T he filk is 
alfo excellent, and forms the greateft branch of it’s 
trade. It’s other exportations are barley, honey, wax, 
wool, cotton, &c particularly partridges* which are 
fent to other iflands in coops, and there fold at the 
rate of three pence a piece. Their fuel is a kind of 
turf, or fods of earth, with the herbage on them, as 
in Picardy . Here are alfo fprings of good water, and 
warm baths. 

' The fourth and laft, namely, Zea 9 or Zios 9 is by 
Diodorus Siculus called Cos 9 but different from the 
ifland Cos 9 at prefent called Stancbio 9 famous for gi- 
ving birth to Hippocrates, and lies near ' Rhodes. 
This ifland is very fertile, and induftrioufly cultiva- 
ted. It abounds in flocks and herds, as alfo in a va- 
riety of vegetables. It has oaks, and lead mines, 
and produces large quantities of filk. It is particular- 
ly noted for a kind of furtouts , made of goats hair, 

; . impene- 
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impenetrable to rain. Near this ifland lies that of De~ 
los, formerly fo famous for it’s temple of Apollo, 
concerning which Spotty Wheeler ,* and other travellers, 
have formed fo many conjectures, and given fo many 
magnificent defcriptions. 

In profecuting our voyage we faw on the left a de- 
fert rock, called St George's tree y and alfo Ifola Longa ; 
together with the ifland Joura> being the ancient Jay - 
oris , whither delinquents were banilhed *, and Juve- 
nal, fo early as his time, fays of it, 

Aude aliquid brroibus Gyaris fe? car cere dignum. * 

It is certainly the molt wretched fpot in the whole 
Archipelago, and twelve miles the oufide of it’s cir- 
cumference. The inhabitants of Syra , and other ad- 
jacent iflands^ feed their cattle here, committing them 
to the care of fome miferable fhepherds, to whom 
they juft allow the neceflary fupports of life. The 
fmall pirates which fwarm in the Archipelago, often 
ufe it as they*do the rock of St George's tree, as a 
-retreat. 

A favourable wind carried us through the 
ftreight between the iflands of Andros and Negropont •• 
The former is populous, and finely improved, produ- 
cing great quantities of filk, wine, and oil * the pome- 
granates, lemons, and citrons, are all excellent, and 
very cheap. The beft harbour in it is on the fouth^ 
eaft fide, and called Gaurio , capable of holding fafely 
a large fleet, which the Venetians have often experiv 
enced. It lies N. and S. Befides this, it has another 
harbour for fmall vefiels, the entrance of which lies E, 
N. E. and is defended by a caftle. Near this harbour 
is the town where the Venetian nobility refid e *, and 
about ten miles from thence is another fortification di- 
ftinguilhed by the name of the upper caftle. The 
latter was called by the ancients Eubea y and was the 
, . * Sat. I. v. 73. 
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country of Nauplius y the father of Palamedes , w ho, in 
revenge for his, fon’s unmerited death, ordered falfe 
beacons to be placed on the rocks, by which means a 
great number of Greek fnips, in their return from 
Troy, were wrecked. The waters in the adjacent 
ftreight was anciently called the Euripiis y into which 
a certain philofopher, according to fome Ariftode 
himfelf, is faid to have thrown himfelf, out of vexa- 
tion, that he could not account for the tlux and reflux 
of it. The cape d ’ oro, fituated in Eubea , is of a 
great height, and near it is a good harbour *, but with- 
out either town or village, 

The capital of this ifiand lies farther up the coun- 
try, and near that part where, the bridge forms a com- 
munication with the continent of Greece*, fmall vefiels 
may pafs under this bridge, and near it is a corn mill 
of extraordinary architecture. This country abounds, 
in corn, and provifions are very cheap. The Vene- 
tians loft an opportunity that once offered, ot making 

themfelves mailers of it. One of the commanders 

• * • * * 

made a motion in the council, for attacking the forti- 
fications which had been raifed on the bridge, in or- 
der to cut off all communication with the continent ; 
adding, that the city itfelf was weakeft on that fide. 
But his advice was rejected, and the other operations 

mifcarried, . , 

' ^ _ » « * 

The broadeft paffige into the Archipelego is be*.- 
twixt the ahovementioned ifiands of Negropont and 
Andros , but it is impoflible to get through it with a 
contrary wind. South of 'Negropont are, indeed, twq 
rocks i but there is a fufficient paffage with a fair, 
wind. The Archipelago is full of ifiands and rocks \ 
of the latter of which Horace fays, 

* * . 

Interfufa nitentes 

* Vites tfquora Cyclades. 

• r I * * * * # , . f 
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, „ . - f - » 4 . + * 1 * % r , ♦ 

-Hah ! yet take heed, avoid thofe fatal fea s % , . 

Which roll among the Aiming Cyclades. 

* * • / • 

: . * * > ’ i 

1 , **■*,, 

And Virgil : , * 

• < • * * 


Sparfafque per aquor 

Cycladas , Cf crcbris legimus fret a cGtifita t err is. 

Lib. iii. TEneid, ver. 126. 

/ * 

* 


Ships generally lie-to in the night-time, efpecially 
in the uncertain months of the winter feafon. Here 
we alfo pafifed the dangerous rocks of Coloiera , and. 
between the iAands of lpfera and Scio. There are pro- 
perly two iAands of the former name, though one o£ 
them only is inhabited •, this is, indeed, the largeft, 
and has feveral villages, 

A t laft we got round the cape called Calaberno , 
an enormous mountain on the continent, proje&ing 
fome diftance into the fea. The inhabitants of this 
coaft, are reckoned fo very inhuman, that they make 
little ceremony of murdering fuch unfortunate perfons, 
whom the miferies of Aiip wreck oblige to leek for 
lhelter on the Aioar. Early in the morning we enter- 
ed the fpacious gulph of Smyrna , having on the ri£ht- 
hand the iAands of Four la, or Dcrlac . There are 
three of thefe iAands : the firft of which is, at leaft, 
four times as large as the other, which, indeed, are 
only rocks, furrounded with huge Aones, and owe 
their names to a large country town lying over 
againft them on the continent, called Vourla , and faid 
to have been built out of the ruins of the once cele- 
brated city of Clazomene. 

A little before noon we paffed by the water- 
caftle, fituated on a point of low-land, which forms 
one fide of the bay. It is fo flightly built*, that a 

> i / f •> 1*1 
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third rate man of war might eafily demolifh it. Some 
large pieces of cannon are, indeed, mounted on a 
battery even with the water’s edge, and which might 
be once difcharged ; but being without carriages it 
would take up a great deal of time and trouble to 
load them a fecond time. Near this water-caftle are 
fome houfes, forming a kind of village : they are on- 
ly one ftory high, and built of tenacious earth. 

Th e country at the foot of the mountains is eve- 
ry where covered with woods, and affords a great deal 
of diverfion to fportfmen, efpecially in fhooting fnipes 
among the fens. Ships pay nothing here at their en- 
trance, but at going away a piaftre , called by the in- 
habitants cafcaret , when the captain is obliged to g6 
on fhoar, to produce the governor of Smyrna’s paff- 
port, or cafcaret , the fee for which is five piaflres and 
a half. 

On my landing at Smyrna I was received with great . 
politenefs and hofpitality by M. Hocbepied , conlul of 
our nation there, who generoufly offered me his houfe 
and table, and introduced me to the moft eminent 
merchants, both of our own and other nations, from 
whom I received great civilities. The moft remark- 
able particulars that fell under my obfervations from 
time to time, after I had recovered from the fatigues 
of a voyage, which cannot be confidered as very 
agreeable, I (hall make the fubjeft of the following 
chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Defcription of the city of Smyrna, and ifs neigh- 
bourhood ; with feme antique inferiptions, and 
cbfervations on commerce , the office of a conful \ and 
particular cujioms of the women, &c. 

T H AT the city of Smyrna was originally built, 
as Pliny affirms *, by an Amazon of that name* 

. is confidered as a fiction, though the inhabitants are 
very tenacious of this opinion. Strabo y however -fV 
gives us the following pompous defcription of it. It 
was, fays he, the moft beautiful and lplendid city of 
all Afia Part of it flood on an acclivity •, but the 
moft elegant buildings were in a plain, not far from 
the fea-lhoar, and over againft it flood the famous 
temple of Cybele. All the ftreets were broad, ftraight, 
well paved, and decorated on each fide with (lately 
palaces, and colonades : and befides the temple of 
Cybele, it had others of great magnificence ; a pub- 
lick library, and an excellent harbour, which could 
be fhut up in cafe of neceffity •, but what the inhabi- 
tants of Smyrna moft glory’d in, is the circumftance 
of it’s giving birth to the divine Homer ||. 

With 

* L. V. c. 29. 
f L. XIV. p. 646. 

|| It is certain, that Homer was in the higheft efteem among' 
the ancients. Strabo, Lib. xiv, pag. 646. tells us, that the inha- 
bitants of Smyrna, who ftill infift, that he was born among them, 
erefted, after his death, a very elegant temple to him, in which 
they placed his ftatue. And Varro , de imaginibns, Lib. i. fays, that 
the inhabitants of Jos, now called Nio, one of the Cyclades , though 
by moft reckoned among the Sporades, paid him divine honours. 

The learned are not agreed with regard to the time when Ho- 
mer lived, though moft are of opinion, that it was about the time 
of king Solomon, ■ efpecially Bochart, Canaan , Lib. i. cap. 37. It 
is ^lfo a received opinion, that Homer was blind, and that he ac- 
* i quired 
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With regard to modern Smyrna, (which differs 
greatly from the ancient, and ftands on another fpot^it 
is but a fmall city * the houfes mean, and built on the 
declivity of a mountain. It’s caftle is an old ruinous 
flrudture, erefted by the primitive Chriftians, as alf 
the buildings in this part of Turkey were. Here are 
bazars , bafefteins , Kanes , or caravanfaries , and other 
edifices for the publick convenience, as in other 
Turkifh places. Here are alfo leveral foap-houfes, 
eredled by the Grand Vizier, Hala Pafcba , once lb 
greatly dreaded by the Chriftians. 

The harbour is large and convenient, but the en- 
trance fomething difficult. Near it are the ruins of 
an old caftle, formerly built by the Genoefe. The 
quarter in which the Franks, or Europeans, refide, is 
much the beft part of the city, both on account of 
the handfome houfes occupied by the confuls and 
wealthy merchants, and their fituation, {landing near 
the ftiore, having {lately ■ piazzas running all along 


paired his name from that accident ; Ho/neros, in the Ionic dialed, 
Signifying, being deprived cf fight. 

Pliny, lib. iv. cap. iz. and Plutarch , in vita Scartorii , pag. 
373, and in vita Homcri , pag 711, fays, that he died and was bu- 
ried in the iiland of Joiy now Nio y mentioned above. Some are 
of opinion, that he perifhed with hunger j others fay, that he died 
through vexation, being unable to folve the riddle of the lice. 
Thus abfurdity is commonly blended w ith genius, and meannefs 
with fublimity. 

It feems, that landing on the ifland of Jos y and afking fome 
fiffiermen who were returning from their work, whether they had 
caught any thing, they returned this amigmatick anfwer. All we 
have caught we have left behind, and what we could not catch 
we have brought with us. By which they meant, that inftead of 
gibing they had been endeavouring to free themfelves from ver- 
min. 

Homer not being able to folve the difficulty, is faid to have 
died of grief. The luppofed denunciation of the oracle was, that 
** Homer fliould beware of a riddle.” Which may ferve to iliu- 
llrate a common obfervation, “ That perfons of the moll fhining 

abilities, are far from being exempt from falling into the highest 
“ abfurdities.’ 1 

the 
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the quay. Here they have an extenfive profpe£bo£ 
the lea, and fhips failing at a great di fiance *, and in 
fummer enjoy the refrefhing gales ol wind, called I <?/-, 
lat , without which the heat would be ini upportable. 
For whenever the frdh breezes of this wind abate for 
any time, the inhabitants are fvire to be attacked by 
a malignant fever, little inferior to the plague. - -;i 

Most of the principal merchants have houfes Jr* 
the country, whether they retire jin times ,of: pefti- 
lcnce. I was at feveral, and fometimes eroded thfi 
river A leles^ which formerly walked the walls of Stnyr- 
na. This is the fpot fo much reverenced as the n# 
tive place o f- Homer 9 the nymph Critheis, they fay, 
being delivered of him on it’s banks. And thence^t’s 
appellation, Mdefigenes *, i e,.born on.the banks of jthe 
Meles. At fome diftapee from this, river is;a fmalhlake* 
called the bath of Diana , from a temple which former.* 
ly flood near it* D.nd .was dedicated to, that gaddefs»...i« 

We alfo vifited a village, called Cavaclidera \ but a 
ftrangcr mull be cautious how he ventures too far alon$ - 
in this country, left;. he be furprized .by robbers*, who 
not fatisfied with pillaging unfortunate traveller$,:£arry 
them off, and exadt an exorbitant fum for their ranfom. , 
A pradlice, of -which there are too frequent in- 
ftances. ' •**.'. . v*. 

Anoth e r village near this, is called Hafiar, where 
the European merchants have feveral; feats. This vil- 
lage is fituated in a delightful plain, having an ele- 
gant view ove^ Smyrna bay. i { Reypnd the' river Meles* 
towards the mountains, lies Bougas , another village, 
where the Englifh, French, and Dutch confuls re- 
fide. Among the mountains I oblerved fome ruinous 
walls, carrying all the marks of great antiquity, and 
according to the inhabitants, are thole of Old Smyrna. 
By the way * I was fhewn the Dutch burial-place, in 
which, it muft be allowed, that many of my country- 
men lie very nobly entombed in marble, coveted with 

• Epor. in Ariftot. & Plutarch, in viu.Homeri. I 
V : . the 
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the moft pompous infcriptions. In the old city I was' 
ihewn the tree, faid to have fprung from the ftaff of 
St Polycarp \ and another from the very crutch of that 
feint. - I alfo obferved ruins of a circus ^ where the 
equeftrian exercifes were performed, now almoft buri- 
ed under the earth. With regard to the grand theatre, 1 
for which it was anciently diftinguifhed, not the leaft 
veftiges of it are to be feen ; fo that it is impoflible to 
determine the fpot where this magnificent ftrudture 
ftood. 

From the mountain on which the caftle, or citadel,* 
ftands v : is a profpeft that can hardly be exceeded. 
The City* the harbour, the villages, the feats, the ri- 
ver, the eminences and plains, fill the eye with an in- 
chanting variety. At the entrance of the caftle gate I 
few the fuppofed Amazon’s head, much defaced, but 
very highly valued here ; it appeared to me, however, 
that the artift was not Praxiteles. On the north fide. 
Over die gate, within an oval, is an infcription in 
Greek letters, which was evidently done in the time 
of the laft Greek emperors. I alfo found on a ftone, 
it the mouth of an oven, the following infcription : * 



IN EXAPIXATO EKTX2NIAI 
OTMNE KATA XKETAXANTOS ' 
N NOMOTS KAI TAS II AAA. 


From another ftone, near the caftle, I tranfcribed 
the following, 1 * 

AKTIAKOS EPMOFENOTC ' 

. . : TTAHX AMMX2NIAOX AFOPAXAO : , . i ‘ 

TO EN SOPIONTOT TIOTHNE ^ * 

* . nirpATHN aia rnN en smtpnh ‘ 

APXEIHN IIPOSKATES KETAXE - 
. . • KAI TO ETEPON TO XTNE ZETfTME ■' 

NON EATTX1N KAI ETTTXIA TH AT . : : 

TOT 
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TOT TTNAIKI KAI XHTA ILATAH 
TH 'FTXEI OTrATPI KAI TEKN 
OIS ATTHX KAITITX1NI KAI XT A 
A A KAI EKTONOIS KAI AflEAETQE 

POIX EATTOT TE KAI TOTTON. 

♦ - 

* * 

The walls of ancient Smyrna, are above twelve Ita- 
lian miles in circuit ; but were not all built at the 
fame time, fome parts confiding of marble intermix- 
ed with bricks, and thus refembled nearly thofe of 
Conftantinople , as will appear in the fequel. In the* 
cattle are large vaults, fuppofed to have been citterns for 
preferving the rain water. Within this fortification is 
an iron gate, leading to that part of it, which, not 
being totally in ruins, is inhabited. On the ramparts 
I law two large pieces of cannon, which are fired at 
the time of the Bairam . Thefe are all the particulars, 

I thought worth enumerating, in the ruins of ancient 
Smyrna, without having recourfe to vain conjee* 
tures. 

. In our return I vifited the church belonging- to the 
Armenians, .which is by no means delpicable. They 
have made ufe of old marbles for their tombs, and have 
in their burial places numberlefs inferiptions, from 
whence I have fele&ed the following. 

ATTOmOA . . AIIOAEIHEIS IIPOEENH 
AErNENOT . AE . I1POS TON AHMON ETNOIAE KAI 
EN TONANA . . IAIOIE KAI TOIE EKrENXIE E 
I1EIAE . HKOTOE EATTON EIX TOT XTIIETAE IIA 
TPIAOE ATONAS ANAAEAETMENOT AE KAI KIN 
AX. ANOTE KAIUPEEBE1AE IIAEIONAE ENIKEN THE 
nEPI A ICO IN A 0IAOTIMIAE EN TE TAIS APXAIE <I>I 
AOAOHIAE ANAE TPE<I»OMENON KAI nAEIN IEXIE 
KAI ALKAIX1E XPHMENOT THN TE nPOEEKAS 
TQ^ TX1N nOAITUN AnANTHEIN nOIOTMENOT 
$>I AAN ©POIION KAAX1E EXONEE TIN TAS FIFE J * • ‘ 
NOTE AE TIMAX TXU METHAAAXOTI ¥H<f>IEAE0AI 
: ' 1 . AEAOX- 
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AEAOX0AIK2I AHMXil XTE<MNX2XAI A0HNOAPOI 
XPTXX1I ETE^ANm KAI EJKONI XAAKHI 2TE4>ANn 
©HNAI AE ATTON KAI TIES Tor TTMNAEIAPXOT KAI 
TON NEX2N XPTXfil XTE<I>ANai KAI EIKX2NI XAAKHf 
KAI TnO TON IIAIAONOMXIN KAI IIAIAX1N. XP^I 
XTE-PANOI KAI E1KON1 XAAKHI KAI mo 7 OT Eni 
THE ETKOXMIAX KAI TON IIAPQENftN XPTXX2I 
XTE0ANX2I KAI EIKONI^AAKIJI BIIEIAE KAI OI 
. . . . TIKHKOTEX TOTX IEPOTX ATONAX KAI 
. . .XTNAPXON I EX TOT MHNO^ANTOT KAI 
OI IIAIAETTAI TON TE IIAIAX2N KAI E<t>H 
BX1N nPOXnOPETONTAI HMIN BOTAOMENOI 
KAI ATTOl AIA THN TOT nATPOX TOT METHA 
AAXOTOX nPOX EATTOTX ETNOIAN TIMHXAI. 

‘I i 

: . •• '! A - ' • • ./Vi , • » 

: In a garden I ,faw the, monument of the Roman, 
Marcus Fabius , alio ■< in Greek .. To gratify the curi- 
ous in ancient inferjiptions, I fhall add a few, which I 
copied .at Smyrna, and the neighbouring parts, though 
fome of them are very imperfed. The tirft is in the 
garden , of tfee Dntph confui, under a . bajfo relievo , 
reprinting a perfon in a fitting attitude, and giving 
his hand to another who is (landing behind two fmaller 
figures.. ’ , , , 

I W i i V * - *■ 


t « i « i i v ' 

Toy irMTov xcctoc rrccvTx xxi efcoyov ev to Aiijr^ij 
’Ayip a ^paAs# Ty/j^Tx (3 in 

i lAloiuv vvyloio jUfAa? usTrep&ZaTQ xoAttoj . 
EuVfCscov S’’ oerwv tv'jocvw h xA*iri»v *, . ; 

Mm/ACC <T 0.7 ro(pQlf/,MtO 7rxpx Tp XTiXOTTOP 

Tht o 7 rx'i; xsopr.i r evfe <ruv min Jt 
- - Sirjf c’j clil(rx; At\ poxteos Uiia yxi'pciv • 
Af/xoxAia crtlyoi^ qCxaQf ifp^wy. 


In the houfe of 3 certain Greek at Smyrna, called 
ZachariaSy are two ftaiues of women elegantly per- 
formed, with the following inferiptions : . . > 



v r. 

I. KwAf 
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• ’* 

t. KwAf ri)v $\ccv$£ 0 \j 

0 Sgsipaf S’TiAujtx/r^tif 

2 nil/ veocv Murjtn*!* 7roA*P. 

. * ' V ♦ • 

1 . . . . ria? Atti xof 

- . r ... 

V 

/** “i ^ / 

On another (tone I found the following i 

•+ • 

x c:> AA II ¥ NAIAIIVII I 

oiFkai ©pemmaxi mh ae 

EEXONOX EHOTXIAN M 
TE nnAHXAI MHTE ArtAAA • " ' 

. TPmXAI EIAE TIE AIIAAA •. . 

TPinXAI EIAE TIE AriAAAb ' “ 

TPIfISH AX12EI TX1 <tIF.KIi * p 

TATTH2 THE EI7ITPAOHX 
AnOKEITAI ANTirPA<K)N ' 

■ IXTO APXEIONTO EN XMTPNH , 


Wk i lst I was here a ftone was dug up in the mar* 
ket, with feveral others near it, together with the pe- 
■ deftal of a column. On the former was as follows i 
which has fhared m the defolation of the city : ' 

Ixl KE ft KOPOX . ' • <’ :.t 

o 

ZMTPNAIHN nOAtE * * ^ * / 

. TA ONOMATA TftN 

: * , . • TI1EZ XHMENX1N t . * ; r -j 

KAI STNEIZENENKANTHN 
EIZ THN TOT AIMENOZ 
KATA ZK 


, A physician, .who lived near the European quar- 
ter, (hewed me the next in his own houfe. 


*E«jv»&7roto? IIst^o? xa» varr,^ rZ Zt ([xfxxTQg 
Cto; Iaxw£ xch aurof Ilar^o; VTrsgivxr\<rs 

IFol. I. G 

- — 
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etuT» xstt T)j? cru/Afeta p,a xan ra yvr,<nx 
ft* rixvn. iTToiwdt rr t v <rrpu<nv ra 

fKTW7TXa ff'JV TOK <TXO.(A'JO . . OtlVQCVXtX 

Aoiff xoAAifp^® if AI\ N° Z. 

On a wall, inclofmg a Turkilh burying-place, near 
the Jews quarter, I met with this inicription ; 

* 

Mapxoj poAa<r<n;5of htyoaiTOs I x\Uvo; 

MuAaVfuc xai ZfAvpwof o to p i/mpt? 

w xar£<r^f J^xw{ ZH. 


And b the burying-place itfelf I read the fol- 
lowing : r 

TO MNHMA TOTTO EETIN nonAIOT AIAIOT TEPTIOT 
. . SMTP 

NAIOT BOAETTOT HAIAOTPIBOT KAI O IIPOEKEI- 
• . MENOE 

Thu MNHMEin TOnOS OTTHS AIAMONHE KAIflN 

' BEBOTAHMAI 

‘AIA THE EliirPAfcHS THE kexapaimenhe th 

EHPOTIPO 

NOHE OTEINO KAHPONOMOI MOT KAI AIIEAET0EPOI 

* EXONTEE 

KAI ATTOI AIKAIONTOT TA4>HN AI ENT HNNHMATl 

XftPIETOT 

EIIEIEENErKEIN TH EOPO ENH EITlKA AET0HJOMAI 
‘ • " ETEPON 

NEKPON H ETEPAN EfllOEINAIE OPON TO MNHMELQ 

El AE MH 

EAN EnEIEENETKOEIN IIAPA BEBOTAHMAI H EIU- 

©flEIN 

‘AHDAOEOTEIN KAl ATTO: EIE TON -MEKONYflN 

KTWX1N ' 

ATTOKPATOPaN AHNAPIA IIENTAKIE XEIAIA. 


Ks f 

V • ♦ 




Digitized by Google 


Afia Minor, the Archipelago, &c.' >83 


The Englifh confui favoured me with one, which 
he copied from a fquare ftone, in his own houfe ; 

Bi uirtpiivTo Soopxxtiov xcd tcc tv ropiot 
koc\ rri <rop ov T)iv ctt* tw Supoattw xat ra 
oiHripxra, 7T^otnttifji.tvXj oixos cc\£ 1 {aoc% 
xoituv fxt&iuvov Tgixln vov J^roGJxai 
B. S. ci<riAfu<n; iccvr ri xal <rvvr^(pov rep . 
dv£p\ Xfcl TO?? TiMOlf CCUTVi X«l TOlV iyyivO^ 


dvTUU X a ~f f *** °*® 


A r -A 0 H I TTXHI 

**• AAMnPXlTATH KAI MHTPOltO 
• • • 

AEI KAI TPIENEfiKOPH, TX1N EEBA2 
TI2N KATA TA AOPMATA THE IE 
PflTATHZ ETEKAHTOT 2MTPNAH1N 

mtethpiqiean. . : 

. PAfcTHN TilOMNHMAHlNOE KAI O 0EO2. H 

. . s SEXTILIG ACVTIANO SENTENTIAL 

divi patris m... 

.. . . . SI RECOGN. VNDE VI CENSIMUS ACT* 
VI IDVS APRIL ROMAE CAES 

.... ATOPl KAI2API MAUI AAPIANft ANTHNEINH 

TO 5 rAIO BPOTT . *' . 

.... AEAATANIOE 0AA0TI02 AHMOE0ENLANO2 
AAinOE ETNOE TENHE OU ETEO AIAI 

.... OEKilNIOS KAPIKOE Tl KAATAI02 AKTIOS 

VII constitvtionem . 


In a Turfeifh burying-place, near the village Bcr- 
ttavore, I found the following: 


. TAauwc. tiroriffseTO m ji 

iipoi r iff a’viaf t» 0tS ixHAvfix?, 

G 2 


• • •• 
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v 

a And on a pillar in the bury ing-place near the vil- 
* lage Adfgilar : v • .. . 


i^Confltant 

Conftant 

. . NORR, CAES. PP. 

. .. .. VI. 

VPNHE. . 

T - •* 

« ■ ' « % 

2. TS? ’Anar . ► -> 

Twv £f£arwv 'IfAvgy&w 

II tovifntrev ...... . 

AoKXidin TmiWw 

* .. . . . 

. » 

-- 3. B. H. .SET. TTXR. . 

- 4. FL. VALENTINI ANO - 

ET FL. VALENTI 
• • VICTORR. S. P. 

»- A .. v — - * . 

4 % % JF #i . 

• . 

* .Mm a valley, by the fide' off* the river MiUs\ about 
300 paces beyond the city, I found the following : 

* V . * * » » . ^ » | " '• # 

Qf K m* * \. ' ^ f 1 •* t* f l A . ' V* ^ ■ J ^ 

'* — - . r* * i ♦ . . fiivof • ■ * • - * 

£ ■ ■ \ aKAiwf^r .- r rr ” 

1 ( ' '> '• - 

A" - * - • , - . . ^^TfdtTOMXlJo?, v ... 

' .'•rj-'vjP %L , 'i : x » ...» “ * * 

, . .. . . . <ru Hot, x . -y . - 

. » * M. \J . \ / . . a . 

..... TO 7t»pto7T to 

* * ’ ' * . A . t - ^ 

* Evof OtTCO TWO" ^ ’ * ♦ 

• .j. -. lAcftoWO KtoTto — —•■<— 

: ■ ‘ . Towro-fTa* tU 

M.-l r + r .r* *rn:.i':c T#* Zifa? [^>t . t ^ •/ 

i , i. K • - ♦-> 4 

-n * ‘ '*> > . " 

An d . from a (tone by the road leading to the vil- 
lage of Bougfls I copied this - - - 
e . - 1 .j , . . , A A o T- 
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... ; <■ t • 

• A AOTMENAS . 

* . . . . NAETKENAIT . 

.... MONHX TH2 A 
.... ON $12 KO N 4 

. ....HAONTAI OITHtOT 


During my ftay at Smyrna I faw a kind of pro- 
ceflion, pn account of the converfion of a Greek and 
Armenian to the Mahometan faith. They were ac- 
companied by a great number of Janizaries, and 
others; and by order of the Cadi all the (hops were (hut 
up during the whole day, while the (everal companies 
accompanied the proceffion, except the J,ews who four d 
means by bribes to be excufed from attending. The 
greateft advantage thefe converts acquire is, to be do- 
meljbicks to perfons of diftin&ion, and by that means 
may arrive to fome fmall degree of preferment in 
this tranfitory world, which both they and their fupe- 
riors muft fhortly leave behind them. 

In the country are great numbers of Storks, which 
afford the inhabitants an odd kind of diverfion. They 
place hens eggs in the Stork’s neft, and when the 
young are hatched, the male, on feeing them of a 
different form from it’s own fpecies, makes a hideous 
noife ; which calls together a crowd qf qther Storks 
hovering about the neft ; and who, to revenge the 
difgrace which the female has, in appearance, brpught 
on her neft, deftroy her, by pecking her to death 
the male, in the mean time, making the heavieft la-, 
mentation, as if bewailing his misfortune, which obli- 
ged him to have recourfe to fuch difagreeable f$- 
Veritfes. . • 

. Here I allb faw the creature called Camekcn. • It 
was found among the ruins of old Smyrna caftle^ 
The creature was pretty large, and I faw it change it’s 
colour three feveral times, becoming black, green, and 
white : it wa$ placed op a piece of red cloth, and of- 
. G 3 ten 
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, *en turned, but never afTumed that hue. Whether ' 
the creature was too large, and the fmaller only imi- 
tate this colour, or from any other realbn, is beyond 
my philofophy to determine. With regard to it’s 
food, during the eight days it lived with ys, I did not 
obferve it .to eat any thing, except fmalj flies, whic|j 
it caught in the air with it’s tongiie. 

Semper biat femper tcmiem qua vefeitur auram 
Reciprocal Chameleon. 

Et mutat faciem varios fumitque colores \ 

Prater rubrum vel candidum , 

Sic adulator populari vejcitur aura 
Hianfque cun 51 a devorat ; 

Et folum mores imitatur principis atros 
Albi fcf pudici nefeius. 

Alci atus, Emb. Llir. 

Among the diverfions ufed by the merchants at. 
Smyrna , and particularly the Englilh, hunting is one 
of the principal, and is generally attended >vith good 
fport. Every one brings his dog, and the conful is 
the leader They generally hunt twice a week from ' 
September to March. The fpot is a delighful plain, 
not far from the water-caftlc, and planted with olive- 
trees. Near it, at the foot of a hill, are fprings, the 
waters of which are fo hot, that they will boil an egg. 
Here are alfo ruins of a bath, the bafon remaining en- 
tire ; it is fupplied with two pipes, one of which dif- 
charges hot water, and the other cold. I was alfo in* 
formed tl^t here anciently flood a temple dedicated 
to Apollo. • \ - • - 

When the fport is over, the hunters take a repaft 
on the ground, under the {hade of the trees, and healths 
circulate amrdft continual huzzas and flourifhes oti 
the horns y and this is three times repeated at drink-* 
ing that of .the conful. This manly recreation keep! 
up harmony, fociety, and a good under (landing 

among 
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among the merchants, who otherwifc are known to 
be too much inclined to envy and jealoufy. . 

:Most of the Dutch trade of the Levant is carried 
on at Smyrna ; but at prefent this commerce is greatly 
declined. The chief branch of it confided in the fine 
Leyden cloths, which were in very great repute among 
the Turks, while they were properly made ; but when* 
all kinds of flimzy coarfe fluffs, came to be export- 
ed hither, their reputation foon funk among the infi- 
dels. The Englifh have aCted a wifer part, and ever 
fince they began to fend their fine cloths, have kept 
up the reputation of their goods. The French, in- 
deed, who both here, and in other places, exceed the 
other foreigners in number, have fent hither large 
quantities of Languedoc cloth, and which they fell 
cheap. This, confequently, has proved detrimental 
to the other trading nations but it was the infancy 
of their manufacture, and the Dutch Ihould not have 
gone into an imitation-, the detriment would have 
been of no long continuance ; fuch cloths being ufed 
only for fervants, and the meaner people. Thofe pf 
any rank clothe themfelves in the Englifh manufacture. 
It has even, for fome time, been a fafhion among the 
ladies to wear in their own houfes, or Haxam % gowns 
made of cloth, iirftead of Perjian filk. This alone 
has greatly enlarged the fale of Englifh cloths. 

; I cannot omit obierving here, that the Englifh 
have an advantage above the Dutch, which deferves 
attention. At the time when the Dutch fent fine, and 
the Englifh very coarfe fluffs, the duties were paid by 
the bale, in proportion to the valpe of the gppds. 1$ 
was very equitable that the Englifh fhould pay lefs 
than the Dutch, their goods being of an inferior qua- 
lity. The Englifh foon changed tl^eir commodities, 
but found means to continue the duties op the fame 
footing. A certain Cadi 9 or judge* having once ta- 
ken this into Confideration, {thought it very reafonabla 
that the $uty fhould be railed *, bpt th$ Englifh ap- 
"flow. G 4 peaktf 
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pealed to Cenftantinople , where, by the dextrous ma^ 
nagement of': their embaflador, and the afiiftance of 
prefents, they gained their caufe, and the . ancient 
. compact continues the fame as before ; and they ftiil 
fend great quantities of their manufactures hither, but 
i)o coin, that nation finding the great advantage in 
carrying on a trade with the x products of their own 
country, viz. tin, cloth, This commerce is the 
lburce of a very confiderable and conftant profit to 
thofe who refide at Smyrna, it being tranfaCled without 
any rifle on their parts, afting only by commiffion \ 
that is, they buy and fell for others, and receive three 
per cent, on all the goods configned to them *, and the 
feme on the goods they return. The latter eonfifts of 
Turkey thread, Perfian filk, cotton, carpets, drugs, 
and gums, as rhubarb, maftic, &c. 

Formerly the Dutch fent only a fort of veffels 
called pinks, to Smyrna. But the Zealanders were foorv 
convinced, that thefe veffels wjere too weak to defend 
themfelves againft the Algerines , and therefore have for 
fome time employed frigates of thirty guns, or more. 

>’ The principal perfon.in the condudl of our com- 
merce, which here, as well as in other parts of the Le- 
vant, has been long declining, is the conful, an officer 
appointed by the States. In the civil caufes of his na- 
tion he fits as judge, and is afiifted by three affeflors, 
who are always eminent merchants.. Thefe gentlemen 
have alfo the care of the company’s cheft, and have 
under them a treafurer, who is entirely dependent on 
the directors of the company, with a falary of two 
thoufand guilders per annum.. But this money might 
be faved by following the example of the more frugal 
Engli(h,/who always appoint one of their merchants 
treafurer, and who difeharges the office;. three years, 
tho’ he has but a very fmalf allowance for his. trouble. 

THEijcpnful has alfo a fecretary, who counterfigns 
all the pafiports, > and alfp afts.as attorney for the 
States. ; When this office becomes vacant* the confol 

recom- 
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recommends one of his friend& tp-the-direftorfe^aildls ' 
generally approved of, as the perforr muft ^t!fy , 
well known to him, and his charafterrtvovdd^iSfFer 
greatly if he recommended an unworthy. perl&f*;^The’ 
conful, indeed, pretends, that this offiee^s#* hfe j di£* 
pofal ; and the directors have actually that’ power, on 
, This juridical power of a conful extends Only to 
perfons of his own nation *, for fhould pne of the liti- • 
gants* be either a Turk, Armenian, or Greek, and 
the other a Dutchman, for inftance * the Cadi would - 
take . cognizance of the Ndifpute. And this alone 
makes it very dangerous for merchants refiding in the 
Levant to marry Grecian women, for fuch merchants 
commonly lofe their correfpondence. 

In capital affairs, he may, indeed, pafs fentence on 
a malefa&or, but the party muft be fcnt to Holland. 
There alfo lies an appeal from the conful to a higher 
court, namely, that of the embalfador at Conftanti- 
nople, he being the head of all the Hollanders in the 
Levant. Of this there are feveral inftances. At leaft 
this was the cafe formerly *, and at prefent, as the con- 
ful himfelf told me, if a Hollander thinks himfeif in- 
jured by a fentence, he may apply to the ambafiador, 
who gives him a citation of appeal, by which he can 
remove the caufe to the tribunal of the Hague ; but' 
the fum in difpute muft be depofited in the fecretary’s 
office of the conful at Smyrna, purfuant to an ad of 
the States made in the year 1685. 

The conful has an annual falary of ten thoufand 
guilders, which is paid him every fix months, out of 
the common cheft of the Levant trade ; and it is, I 
fuppofe, on this account, that the dire&ors have the 
prefentation, and the States the liberty of- chufing. 

• Befides this liberal falary, the conful is not abfolutely 
without perquifites ; as fix Baratbs , or letters patent, 

'which the court prefents him with: and the perfon 
prefented with fuch a letter, is under the prote&ion of 

* the conful, is confidered as a Hollander, is not fiibjedt 
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to taxes, and pays no greater duty for his goods than 
a real Hollander. 

The more wealthy Greeks, Armenians, and even 
Jews, purchafe thefe letters, at the rate of fix or feven 
hundred piaftres each. 

A t Smyrna , the conful’s fon is called Befede , which, 
in the Turkifh language fignifies the fon of a prince, 
or great lord. The Franks ftile him illuftrijfimo , which 
is alfo the title of the conful, and illuftriffima , of 
his lady. 

• If a conful, or his lady, are abroad at night, they 
have two flambeauxs carried before them, but the fon 
of a conful only one *, whereas a merchant muft be 
content with one or more lanthorns. The French, 
befides their conful, have two deputies from the 
merchants, and are changed every year. The firft of 
thefe performs, the functions of this office alone, 
and is the next perfon to the conful. In all ceremo- 
nies he leads the confufs lady ; has a raifed feat in the 
church, near that of the conful *, and jn cafe of fick- 
nefs, or abfence, executes his office. He is alfo trea- 
furer, but the falary of that poft is only fixty-rfix pia- 
ftres ; and even out of this he muft make an enter- 
tainment, which at once finks his whole falary, and of- 
ten much more-, for on thefe occafions there is an emu- 
lation among thei merchants at Smyrna, which makes 
entertainments remarkably expeniive as well as ele- 
gant. The mod difagreeable particulars in them are, 
the prodigious time we are obliged to fit at table, and 
the innumerable toafts that are always given, which to 
perfons who live temperately, and endeavour to fpend 
their time to the beft advantage, are extremely dif- 
gufting. The firft deputy, when the year of his of- 
fice is nearly expired, recommends another to his 
countrymen, and he is generally approved of; but 
there is no neceffity for this, the company having 
it in their power to eleft another by a majority of 
votes. - •'/ ' . 

. The 
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: The Republic of Venice has alfo a conful at Smyrna ; 
hut he makes a figure greatly inferior to that of other 
confuls. His houfe is very fmall, and he entirely 
depends on the Boyle , or Venetian ambaffador at Con - 
fiantinople , to whom alfo he pays two thirds of his fa- 
lary. The Boyle pays the conful’s interpreter, fecre- 
tary, &c. whence it may be eafily inferred, that this 
conful makes no very fplendid appearance. 

I must not here omit fome ceremonies of refpeft, 
which obtain at Smyrna among the confuls and 
merchants. But it muft be previoufly obferved, that 
they were introduced by the former, in order to give 
fome luftre to their charadlers ; which doubtlefs ftands 
in need of fotnething of that kind, for a conful is in . 
truth only an envoy of merchants * though it may juft- 
ly be faid, that the confuls at Smyrna are above other 
confuls, and in one particular, even above ambafia- 
dors themfelves *, namely, that they are judges over 
their countrymen. On the other hand, the envoys of 
princes or republics, ftand in no need of thefe trifles, 
being fufficiently raifed above their countrymen by 
their poft and employment. The intention of all 
thefe- ceremonies is, to create a kind of diftance, or 
diftindtion, between a conful and a private merchant. 

- When a conful’s lady pays a vifit to a merchant’s 
wife, the latter receives her at the outer door, and al- 
fo attends her thither at her return. The confuls, in 
their mutual vifits, receive each other in the court be- 
fore their houfes ; apd if any females are of the party, 
the conful tp whom the vifit is, paid, leads the firft 
lady in rank into the houfe. 

In all vifits paid by merchants wives to the conful’s 
lady,, they firft kifs her hand, apd afterwards her face. 
They then take her hand, and lay it on their forehead, 
as a mark of fubordination. This ceremony is alfo 
performed in publick, after divine fervice on new- 
year’s day, while coffee, chocolate, Sue. is, in the 
mean time, handed round by the (laves. Some wo* 

men 
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men'alfo pay the fame fubmifllve homage to the 
conful. * ’ 

'. The Dutch at Smyrna have alio a chaplain with a 
liberal appointment, and is nominated by the direc- 
tors of the Levant company ; but the conful’s recom- 
mendation is of very great weight. He preaches on- 
ly 00 funday- mornings *, and a little before fervice be- 
gins the oldeft merchant waits upon the confui’s lady, 
and leads her to her feat in the chapel, and when fer- 
vice is over pays her the fame relpeft back again. 

: The ladies of conluls have the title of Madam , but 
thofe of the merchants only Miftrefs. The confuls 
arid their ladies, even in their own houfes, take the. 
upper hands of merchants, and fit at table in arm- 
chairs. The confuls of France and England, together 
with their ladies, from a conteft about precedency, are 
therefore never both prefent at the fame entertain- 
ment. 

The confuls when they pay a vifit, are attended 
with their whole retinue, as intepreters, treafurers, fe- 
cretaries, footmen, &c. When they came to vifit us 
we attended them to the foot of the flairs, as they had 
had done us in our vifit to them. In the mean time, 
fevcral troublefome cuftoms have obtained here* name- 
ly, that at all entertainments the healths are drank 
(landing, and a loud huzza to each. 

* We once accompanied our conful to the Cadi or 
judge, who, though he holds, his employment only 
one year, or at fartheft fifteen months, gains one hunr 
dred thoufand. rixdQllars, and the confuls are obliged, 
in their turn, to pay a vifit to every new Cadi j nor 
muft they appear without the expefted prefents. 

When a conful makes this vifit in his formalities, 
all the fhips under his proteftion in the harbour, hoift 
their colours, and fire guns. The fame is done at his 
return, and during the whole time the flag is hoifted 
at the conful’s houfe. Our conful went to the Cadi’a 
houfe on foot, attended by all his domefticks, and the 
1 *« greateft 
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,greateft part of his countrymen. The audience-hall 
was very meanly furnifhed for the chief of fo diftin- 
guifhed a tribunal, and the conful fits there alone for 
lbme time in an arm-chair, previoufly fent from his 
houfe. At length the Cadi appears, attended by an 
afieflfor, and preceded by his vicar. '* They fat down 
,on the fofa, and after mutual compliments, the conful 
delivered to the Cadi the Grand Segnior’s letter of 
compadf, defiring, at the fame time, that he would 
be pleafed to oblerve the gracious contents of it tor 
. wards the Dutch. This was fucceeded by various to- 
, pics of converfation, during which coffee and fherbet 
were prefen ted. And after fpending in this, manner 
\fomething more than half an hour, the conful took 
his leave, without the leaft attendance , bellowed-. on 

* him, either by the Cadi, or any one in his name.' 

The women, both Turks and others, inflead of 
. fwathing up their infants, as is cuftomary here, drefs 
: them only in a light gown, leaving nature at full liber- 

* ty to direft their growth. And yet it is remarkable, 
that crooked perfons are much rarer in Turkey than in 
thofe nations, who value themfelves upon the know- 
ledge of the human body. : The women are affo very 
careful to keep themfelves neat and clean, and for that 
purpofe frequently make ufe of the bath ; but this fo 
weakens the elallicity of their fibres, as to render their 

* flelh foft, and often flabby. Corpulency is here in fuch 
.high efteem, efpecially among the Turks; that Tome 

* at certain times, and with luperftitious ceremonies 
. 1 wallow a quarter of an ounce of mercury, the fu- 
. preme beauty in all thefe parts being a large fat body, 

. and prominent breads. ’ , • 

. ?! Th £ Greek women at Smyrna make great ufe of 
paint, which odious cuftom > has alfo got footing 
1 among the Franks. This paint, which is’ called Su!- 
k lama, imparts a beautiful rednefs to the cheeks, and 
. gives the Ikin a remarkable glofs. » This is however 
i eafily difeovered. by chewing a clove, and -breaching 
./ on 
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on the perfon’s face ; which in this circumftance it 
immediately turns yellow. But this is not the only 
bad conlequence attending the practice ; for a confi- 
clerable quantity of mercury making a part of this 
paint, the teeth of thofe who ufe it foon fuffer re- 
markably ; and thus for a falfe, they lofe a real beauty. 
Greek girls often carry their decorations to a much 
higher pitch, efpecially on the day of their marriage ; 
for they even gild their faces, which is here confi- 
dered as irrefiftibly- charming. ' 

I shall conclude thefe remarks, on the cuftoms 
of the fair fex of Smyrna , with obferving, that when 
a Frank is defirous of having one of them for a con- 
cubine, he mull firft addrefs himfelf to the Soubafci 
for a licence, and for which he pays a certain number 
of piafters ; this licence fecures him, for fhould any 
one offer to moleft him, or intrude on his rights, the 
Soubafci would immediately fecure him, as an offen- 
der againft the laws of the country ; and fhould he 
, happen to be furprized in his illegal amour, both the , 
* gentleman and his miftrefs, would be exhibited thro* 
•all the ftreets of . the city upon an afs, unlel's he 
thought proper to buy off his punifhment by a round 
: fym of money. 

Thje inconveniences, and vifitations of the city of 
-Smyrna, and the neighbouring country, are earth- 
quakes, plagues, and, fometimes the invafions of Cor - 
fairs. With regard to the firft, they are fo frequent, 

? that they muft be very confiderable even to merit ob- 
servation. Wbilft I -was here we had one, however, 
fo violent, that the houfes, and other buildings, (hook 
with a frightful noife, though without any further 
damage in the city of Smyrna ; but in other places it 
cauled melancholy devaftations. 

A few days after ten Algerine corfairs came into 
; the harbour, and the crews being permitted to go 
afhore, they caufed at firft a confiderable tumult and 
confufion ; which could not fail of filling the Dutch 
, ‘ with 
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With terrible apprehenfions. But it mull be acknow- 
ledged, in juflice to the Porte, that as foon as the 
complaints reached that city, an order came for them 
to depart without delay ; and five gallies came to in- 
force the order, in cafe the Algerines fhould fcruple 
to obey it. * 

With regard to the peftilence, it often rages in 
the city, when the confuls retire to their country 
houfes. The terrible havock it has made in the capi- 
tal of this empire is inexpreflible ; nor is a total cef- 
fation hardly ever known. 

Amidst all the exuberant delights which the adja- 
cent country affords, this may ferve to convince us, 
that no part of the world is free from inconveniences. 
The fafeft and wifeft method therefore is, to confider 
prefent enjoyments as tranlitory, and to let our prin- 
cipal endeavours be, to fecure thofe which are perma- 
nent and eternal. 

Before I conclude this chapter, I fhall endeavour 
to anfwer two queftions, propofed by a very ingeni- 
ous and learned gentleman. : . 

First, Whether there are now any vineyards on 
the coaft of Smyrna , which produce fruit twice a year, 
as Varro *, who is allowed to haVe beeh a perfon of 
the greateft knowledge among the Romans, feems to 
affirm ? This author fays. Non enim eadem omnia in 
eodem agro rebfe pojfunt ( nempe nafci ) nam ut alias 
eft ad vitem appofitus^ alius ad frumentum , fie de cete- 
ris alius ad aliam rem. Propter eandem caufam multa 
funt bifera , ut Vites apud Mare Smyrna, i. e. “ All 
<c things cannot thrive in the fame manner, in the 
fame foil •, one is proper for the vine, another for 
€C corn, another from a produft of a different kind. 
“ It is owing to the fame caufe, that many lands bear 
twice a year, as the vineyards near the fea of 
Smyrna.” 
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Secondly, Whether any account can be giveri 
of two idols, hitherto unknown, called in feveral an-* 
tique infcriptions, 

♦ , ' 

All MAABAXfl >u SEAAMANEI, , 

• *. - ** •• r * ♦ • ^ # * * « i * w 

\ 

Jupiter MadbachuSy £s? Selamanes ? 

» * • • » 

» • * M * » 

With regard to the firft queftiofl, no fuch 
.vineyards are now to be feen here, unlefs we apply 
it to a few vines, which during the whole lum- 
mer, and part of autumn, ’till checked by the 
cold, bud, blofiom, and bring forth a fueceffion of 
grapes. And on this account they are diftinguilhed 
in the Turkifh language by the name of Jediwererty 
that is, yielding fevepvy and in the Greek «7r1axoiXoj/. 
.Though I am rather inclin’d to attribute the fertility 
of thofe vines to iome peculiar quality in themfelves* 
than to the foil or climate of Smyrna . 

As to the lecond, namely, the two unknown idols, 
I muft frankly acknowledge, that to. give a fatisfa&o- 
ry account % of them .is beyond my power. The firft 
Jupiter MadbacbuSy may be placed among the three 
hundred Jupiters mentioned by Tertullian-y and as the 
names of the heathen deities are principally derived 
from thofe of the, celebrated patriarchs •, Bacchus , 
on account of his difcovering the method of making 
wine, is fuppofed to be Noah, though fome think 
him to be the fun. ' In my opinion, the name qf 
Madbachus may be formed from Madai y the fon of Ja- 
pbety and founder of xhtMedes, and to whom^lfo 
the town of Madaiy or Hammadan y feems to owe it’s 
origin, and the . ^liftorted name of Noah. What 
ftrengthens this fuppofition is, tha^mpftof the names 
of the gods have been diffeminated by colonies,; and 
primarily in Syria . * ,r . : ’ i : <£ 

The name of the idol Selamanesy I think, fnuft be 
fought for in the oriental languages, particularly in 
* the 
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$he Arabic, which immediately prefents us with the 
word Selam (fignifying peace, health, and profperity, 
and, is, at this day, the ufual falutation among the 
Turks) one of the names of God, for there are many 
in that language, or rather the abftraft of God’s 
names *, or a name in which the import of all the other 
are included. 

But as the origin of the nanie is not fufficient to 
explain the idol Selamenes , except we can find a per- 
fon called by that name : may I venture, at a weak 
conjectuare, to dired: the eyes of the learned to king 
Solomon, who is well known to have built feveral * 
cities in Syria , and about Mount Lebanon , and thence, 
his name, like that of other founders of cities, has 
been remembered with reverence by the fuperftitious 
of lucceeding ages ; and in procefs of time confidered 
as the name of a deity* and the rather, as in thofe 
parts, the word Solomon was ufually written and pro- 
nounced Suleiman , and fince Soliman . 


CHAP. IX, 

J ottrne'y to Ephesus. Account of that city * and 
the celebrated temple of Diana ; the church of St 
John ; and of the feveral Greek and Latin in * 
fcriptio?is difeovered in that journey . 

S OME gentlemen of the Dutch, French, and En- 
glifh nations, animated by the fame curiofity, agreed 
to form a party for that vifiting Ephefus. Our whole 
company confifted of fifteen horfemen, and five mule- 
tiers, \Vith an equal number of mules* for carrying our 
baggage. We were all dreffed wholly in the Turkifli 
manner, except the turban ; inflead of which we wore 
Perfian caps, and had our heads fhaved *, each was 
Vol. L H armegt 
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armed * with a Turkifh fabre, carabine, and pi- 
ftols. 

On e of the company was chofen as Caravan Pafcha, 
of head of the caravan. Another Proveditor , or ca- 
terer •, a third officiated as chaplain, reading prayers to 
us morning and evening. My fervant was promoted 
to the office of chianS) or fuperintendent of the centi- 
fiels *, whilff another, at times, beat on the tepbi , a 
kind of Turkifh kettle-drum. 

The order of out march was as follows : The Ja- 
nizary, as there is no travelling in this country with- 
out one, the interpreter , and chians marched a little 
before \ after thefe followed the merchants, with their 
fervants behind them : Then our baggage, which im- 
mediately preceded ourfelves, that it might not be 
furprized. It confided of three tents, one for the 
merchants, another for the fervants, and a third for 
f he « muletiers kitchen utenfils ; and a pillow and 

quilt for each perfon. 

We left Smyrna early in the morning, in the be- 
ginning of April, diredting our route towards the vil- 
lage Sedequi , paffing the river Meles over a done bridge, 
commonly called Ponte Caravane . And continuing 
our journey through gardens and vineyards ; and lea- 
ving the hill on which the old citadel of Smyrna dands 
on our right-hand, we came to another craggy emi- 
nence *, then paffing by the ruins of a huge ancient 
wall, we entered the valley of Budgia , fo called from 
a village of that name, lying on our left. 

The ruinous wall jud mentioned, was, doubtlefs, 
part of the ancient city of Smyrna, which extended fo 
far on this fide, as appears from thefe rudera ; fo that 
the cadle, or Citadel, on the other fide of this hill, 
commanded a view of the city •, whereas, at prefent, 
the city dretches from the foot of the hill on which 
the cadle dands, towards the fea, and lies on a de- 
icent. 

1 , * 
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In the valley of Budgia we faw, on our right hand* 
on the declivity of the mountain, two aquedufts, one 
of which, being the largeft* and nearelt the city, is 
(till in ufe ; but the other is entirely ruined. On the 
fame fide, at about an hour’s diftance, we difcover- 
ed mount Cory cits , whofe fummit appears above the 
other mountains in it’s neighbourhood. It was for- 
merly fo famous as a retreat for robbers, that the 
word Corycccus came to fignify a robber : at prefent it 
it called by mariners the three filters and two bro- 
thers ; and to this day is frequented by banditti . 

After riding two hours and a half we came to 
Cedequi , a Turkifli village, fituated in a delightful 
valley on the right-hand. The Englifti and Dutch 
merchants have here alfo their country-houfes, and 
thence diftinguifhed by the name of Hollandfche Huis . 
Here we had an elegant repaft prepared for us, after 
which our courteous friends, who had accompanied Us 
hidier, took . their leaves, and returned to Smyrna ; 
when we hired a guide to conduct us the nearelt and 
belt way to Ephefus . * - ..... 

The day following, at four in the morning, we ftt 
out, and paffed through the valley of Cedequi , having 
a chain of hills on our right-hand ; and -at a fmall di- 
ftance we came to a village called Satnqui ; and after- 
* wards to another, known by the name of Caratfequi % 
leaving on our right-hand, a confiderable village cal- 
led Joumavafi . Thus we paffed through this valley, 
which the Englifh call Long-hunt . 

At feme diftance farther we crofted a rivulet, and 
. foon after paffed through the village Tritinder , fituated 
in a very pleafant and fertile country > and came to 
another river, which we paffed, over a bridge. Near 
this river we faw a Turkifh Caravan/era , a kind of 
receptacle near the highways, built by the Turks, 
from a principle of charity, on which they highly va- 
lue themfelves, for -the ; conveniency - of travellers, 
where they find Jthelter for themfelves; and beafts. 

H 2 ‘ But 
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But this ftrudture was too ruinous to afford us any 
•accommodations. 

One of the above mentioned fmali rivers, or per- 
haps both, it being very probable that they join at the 
end of the valley, was the ancient Halefus , which falls 
into the fea near the old city of Colophon. Intus ipfa 
Colophon , Halefo affluent e, fays Pliny *. But fuch de- 
vaftations have been made by the corroding hand of 
time, that it would be in vain to attempt difcovering 
ihe place where that city ftood, though formerly one 
of the thirteen cities of Ionia . This city alfo con- 
tefted for the honour of giving birth to Homer , ac- 
cording to the well known verfe : 

Smyrna , Rhodus , Colophon , Salami , Chios , Argos, Athena . 

♦ 

It’s cavalry was anciently in fuch great reputation, 
that they are faid always to have turned the fcale of a 
t battle ; which gave rife to the proverb, Ailcui rei Co- 
. lophonem imponere vel addere : that is, to put the finifh- 
ing hand to a work, without which it would not be 
•compleat. In about two hours we came to a ruinous 
aqueduft, extending from the hill on the right, in a 
direct line through the valley, to an eminence, where 
we obferved large fragments of ftone. This aqueduft 
, muft anciently, as far as can be colle&ed from the 
mutilated remains, have been an arduous work, and 
fufficiently proves, that a city ftood there, which, in 
all probability, was a metropolis ; for, continuing our 
road towards the right-hand, nearer to the foot of the 
mountains, we faw, at a confiderable diftance from 
. the former, the ruins of another aquedu£h 

At fome diftance we entered a very fertile country, 
in which were feveral burying-places, and lome very 
lpacious ; a fufficient indication, that formerly there 
muft have been a principal town with fmaller villages 
about it, but now entirely defolate •, and wore the 

* Lib, V. cap. 29. 

more 
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more melancholy afpect, from being mixed with thefe 
ruins. In continuing our journey we faw, on the left, . 
a village called Cirpiqui , and another called Dourbali , 
both fituated in a large luxuriant valley, but from- 
which we turned off* to the right, keeping continually . 
along the foot of the eminences, the valley being, in 
all appearance, at this feafon of the year, very wet 
and miry *, and we found an excellent road along the 
declivity of the mountains, though fomething farther 
about One of our company, who had been before ; 
at Dourbali , was fhewn there the two following in- 
fcriptions. The firft was on a (tone in the Caravany 
, j era , or common inn, 

- . - MNHMEION KATE2KETA2AN 

NIOX MHTPOAX1POT KAI TEP 

02 MHTPOM1POT EATTOIS KA 

- r KAI ITNAISIN KAI ATE EAT 

ENI Ar2 AEHE2TAI IIHAH 

2INTINA 0EINA2. 

T h e fecond on a done found in a pit, not far from 
Dourbali. 


O AHMOX 
MATNON AIONT2IO 
TON TAATKnNOTOT - - 
TATPI AOTN AIA TAX 
EK rAATKHNOX EIX THN 
MATPIAA ETEPrEXIAX. 

After riding about an hour beyond the ruined 
aqueduct we came to a very delightful river, which 
for fome fpace ran along the foot of the mountains ; 
fo that both fides form’d an elegant landfkip of a 
country full of vineyards. On our left hand, as 
far as the eye could reach, was one of the mod deli - 
cious vallies in the world *, and foon after we had fight 
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of the lofty and fnowy fummits of the mountains of 
Sipylus and P'molus. 

This fmall river, which by it’s beautiful meanders 
greatly heightens the pleafure of the profpedb, - is, in 
all probability, the ancient Phyrites , mentioned by 
Pliny, and which joined the dream of the river Cay - 
Jler , not far from the S tagnum Pegafaum : and I am 
the more confirmed* in this opinion, from it’s fo fud- 
denly winding away towards the valley, infomuch 
that we foon lod fight of it. 

We continued our journey, by the foot of the 
mountains, through feveral burying-places, in feme 
of which we faw large dones, and pieces of pillars, 
which feemed to tell us, that this country was ancient- 
ly full of villages : and this is the more probable, as 
it is every where fruitful, and affords, even on the 
declivity of the mountains, excellent padure. 

At fome didance, on our right, we paffed near 
the ruins of a cadle, of confiderable extent. Here 
we reded, and under the covering of fome trees rega- 
led ourfelves at dinner, with all the fatisfaftion and 
pleafure that the mod fplendid parlour would have af- 
forded us. It was neccffary for us, however, to dif- 
patch our repad, in order to reach Ephefus before 
night. 

In continuing our journey, we left a village on the 
right among; the mountains, and foon after had a didant 
profpedt of the river Cayfter\ but before we reached 
it’s banks we paffed along fome hills, on a peak of 
which dood a fmall cadlc, which feemed to command 
a view as far as Ephefus. This, perhaps, was built 
originally for a watch-tower : but at prefent it is un- 
inhabited. 

After paffing thefe eminencies we reached the 
banks of the river Cayfter , and had a profpeft of it’s 
meanders, ferpentizing in a very extraordinary man- 
ner, through the valley. This river was anciently 

famous 


Digitized by Google 


% 

Alia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 1 03 

famous for the multitude of it’s fwans. Ovid men- 
tions this particular it in the following verfes. 

Et, qu<e Maonias celebrarant carmine rip as y 
Flumenia volucres medis coluere Cayftro, 

Met. Lib. II. v. 252. 

And again. 


Non illo plura Cayftros 

Carmina cygnorum labentibus audit in undis. 

Lib. V. v. 386. 


Martial alfo; 

Sic niger in ripis err at cum forte Cayftri , 

Inter Ledaos ridetur ccrvus olores. 

Lib. I. Ep. 54. v. 7. 

Ovid even calls the fwan the bird of Cayfler : 

/ 

Utque jacens rip a defer e Cayfirius ales 
Dicitur ore fuam deficiente necem. 

Trift. Lib. V. EL I. v. 1 1. 

Over it are two bridges, one of which we eroded. 
It is impoftible to exprefs the beauty of the road, 
which led us to the foot of the mountains. On each 
fide is a variety of lofty trees, and vines running up them, 
forming a kind of arcade on the top •, the ground va- 
riegated with grafs, dowers, and an infinity of beauti- 
ful plants. The fpedlator, who can behold without 
concern, fo beautiful, fo fertile, a country, lying 
wafle, and without inhabitants, muft be infenfiblc of 
the common feelings of humanity. 

At a little diflance from Ephefus we again crofied 
the riyer Cayfler , over a ftone bridge of ten arches, 
fix of which being flopped up, the river runs through 
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the others with great rapidity. Thus we left the moun- 
tains on the right-hand, and pafied over to thofe or* 
the left, from whence we foon after had a view of the 
caftle of Ephefus •> and riding on through a very* 
fruitful fpot covered with clover of a great height, 
we at length reached the object of our culiofity, after 
crofting a track of land, planted every where with 
all the regularity of an orchard, which, in thefe wafte 
parts, not a little furprized us. 

It was evening when we alighted from our horfes, 
and feated ourfelves, in the Turkilh manner, under 
our tents, which we pitched in a paftu re -ground near 
Ephefus *, or rather, to fpeak with more propriety, an 
affemblage of Turkilh cottages. 

After fupper we let the watch, and our chiatis 
made proclamation, that any one offering to approach 
our tents muff expedt to be ufed as a perfon coming 
on fome ill defign. During the night we were di- 
fturbed by the difagreeable howlings of jackals , a 
kind of bead between the fize of the wolf and the 
common dog •, but their dreadful noife more nearly 
refembles the howlings of the latter. 

Early in the morning we fent our prefents to the 
Cadi of Ephefus , refiding in the caftle, who imme- 
diately fent us a perfon for a guide, with orders to 
lhew us every thing worthy our attention. We moun- 
ted our horfes, intending immediately to vifit firft, the 
remains of the famous temple of Diana ; but the road 
v was remarkably troublefome to our horfes, being a very 
deep, clayey foil ; and we were detained by the fight 
of feveral very ftately ruins. The firft was a prodigi- 
ous maflive edifice, fituated at the foot of a hill, and 
hewed out of a rock, commonly called the grotto of 
the feven fleepers, of whom tradition has handed 
down to us the following account. About the year 
of our L ord 250, during the perfecution of the em- 
peror Decius, others, fay Dicckfian^ feven young men 
retired into this grotto, and falling afleep, did not 
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awake till about 200 years after, (when Theodojius the 
iecond filled the imperial throne) and going into the 
city drew all the people about them, by exprefling 
their aftonifhment at the alteration in divine worfhip, 
manners, language, coin, and other circumftances. 

Not far from hence we faw the remains of a very 
fuperb ftrudture, the gate of which, built in the man- 
ner of a triumphal arch, {till retains fome marks of 
it’s ancient grandeur. The huge fragments' of (tones, 
moitly funk into the ground,' make it probable 
to conclude, that this ftrudture owed it’s ruin to an 
earthquake. 

The triumphal arch is eighteen feet in breadth, 
and the wall fourteen in thicknefs. We alfo obferved 
in it ieveral ftones with infcriptions, but moft of them 
inverted, and difpofed without any order; which de- 
monftrates their being placed here in later time, as they 
happen’d to come to hand, poiiibly by the Turks, for 
repairing, in the belt manner they could, the breaches 
that time and earthquakes had occafioned. The fol- 
lowing confufed and mutilated infcriptions we found 
on the front and fides of the gate : 

ACCENSORENSI ET A SITE. 

In another place, 

TTOTMNHN. 

* 

And in another place, 

R. L'IVNIORIS 

1 » • * * 1 

t or 


At, so in another place. 


HIAE VXORIS EIV..,; 

N. 


And 
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And laftly, on a (tone, near the arch, 

M.P. VEDI NICEPPI 
VEDIAE PT PAVLI. NR. 

M. 

W e alfo faw over the center of the arch, the llatue 
of a woman, with the head greatly disfigured. In 
her right-hand is a ftafif, and the left refts on her hip. 
"Within the gate, on one of the Tides, is an equeftrian 
flatue, in the old Roman drefs, and a ferpent winding 
ipfelf rdund a tree, and a dog, as it were, barking 
at it. 

« 

Behind this gate, which is all that remains of the 
large edifice, is a fpacious plain, both the Tides and 
end of it being terminated with the ruins of Tuperb 
buildings. • One of the Tides confifted of an arched 
building, inclofed both before and behind, and con- 
taining leveral large cells, Teparated from the reft; 
but all lying in a confufed heap of ruins. In the middle 
were Teveral large pillars, and among them one of 
porphyry, but all lying on the ground, and great part 
of the latter buried under the earth'. 

After attentively Turveying the ruins of this pro- 
digious ftrudlure, we were inclined to think it was 
one of thofe places of exercife called by the Romans 
Circus-. \ but by the Greeks Stadium ; and that the vaulted 
Tides were the places where wild beads were kept. 

From this ftrudlure we were conducted to the place 
where the celebrated temple of Diana is Taid to have 
flood. Indeed the multitude of thick walls, fragments 
of pillars, and other ruins, confufedly fcattered on all 
Tides, though it is impoftible to aTcertain the form of 
this ftru&ure, would not Tuffcr us to doubt but this was 
really the place where it formerly flood. It is fuffici- 
ently known, from ancient writers, that this temple 
was built in a marlhy place, in the harbour of Panor - 
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wus , near a lake, or rather between two lakes, having 
a communication with each other; and that it’s fi«* 
tuation was between the mouth of the Cayfter and 
Ephefus. 

These circumftances we found correfponded with 
the lpot we were furveying. The fea was at the di- 
ftance of a full hour’s ride before us ; the Cayfter lay 
on our right-hand, and on our left a ridge Qt moun- 
tains extending to the fea. The extremity of the lake 
reaches almoft to thefe ruins; and I difcovered a ca- 
nal, where the water runs from the lake under the 
. * * 

and temple, in all probability flows into the other lake, 
nearer the city. 

Another circumftance in confirmation of this 
being the true fite of the temple is, the vaults under 
this ancient ftrudlure, and which we entered through 
a very narrow and difficult paflage, taking with us a 
long rope and lights, that we might not lole our- 
lelves in thefe fpacious caverns. ' It it aftonifliing to 
fee fuch maffive foundations, compofed of amazingly 
large black ftones, and interfefted on every fide with 
paflages elegantly contrived. 

These lubterranean paflages form a kind of laby- 
rinth *, it is jmpoflible to venture far amopgft fuch in- 
numerable windings and interfedlions, without the af- 
fiftance of a rope, unlefs you w r ould chufe to fpend 
the remainder of your days in thefe dark abodes. We 
found here great numbers of bats, many of which, di- 
fturbed by the lights, flew againft us as we entered 
• the vaults. The water was at this time very deep, fo 
that we could not advance a great way, it being, near 
the entrance, up to our knees. It was pure and lim- 
pid, and, as I have already obferved, was, probably, 
conveyed from the adjacent lakes to fupply the temple. 
It is alfo to be fuppoled, that in fome parts, of thefe 
vaults were baths ; which feems to be confirmed by 
the quality of the water, which is rather tepid than 
■ “ * cold. 
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cold, having been heated by the fun before it flows in-, 
to the vaults. 

Such are the remains of that vafl and celebrated 
temple ; formerly one of thofe ftrudtures termed the 
Wonders of Afia. The firft temple was reckoned a 
work of the Amazons, and was fo magnificent and 
fuperb a ftrudlure, that when Xerxes ordered all the 
temples of Afia to be burnt, 1 this alone was fpared. 
But afterwards the wretch Heroftratus , whofe name 
ought to have been condemned to oblivion, fet it on 
fire, inftigated by the vain ambition of perpetuating 
his name, and thus deftroyed the fineft ftru&ure in 
the world. 

This conflagration happened the fame night in 
which Alexander the Great was born at Pella. In 
procefs of time, when that prince vifited Epbefus , and 
his glory and opulence were increafed by his Indian 
expedition, the rebuilding of this vafl itru&ure was 
undertaken, and even with greater fplendor than be* 
fore. It was finifhed in forty years. Alexander him-' 
felf contributed largely to it, and even offered to be - 
at the whole expence, provided they would fuffer him 
to put his name on the building. But the Ephefians, 
defirous of evading his demand, anfwered, that it did 
not become one god to build a temple (o another ; 
and to give full fatisfadtion to this ambitious monarch, 
they prefented him with a celebrated pi&ure by Apelles , 
reprefenting himfelf armed with thunder, like the god 
Jupiter. 

This celebrated ftru&ure was confidered as of in- 
eftimable value : it was adorned with one hundred and 
twenty-feven pillars, all fixty feet high, thirty-fix of 
which were the work of the celebrated Scopas. The 
length of the whole edifice was four hundred and 
twenty-five feet, and the breadth two hundred and 
twenty. The reafon for it’s being built on this mar- 
fhy ground, was to fecure it againft time, and the in- 
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jury of earthquakes, which are very common in this 
country. 

From hence we crolfed the valley to the foot of 
the mountains, and every where met with heaps of 
ruins ; and near the bottom of the mountain, el'pecially 
near the lea, we obferved feveral archers, but afford- 
ed no marks fufficient for us to form conjectures with 
regard to the ftruClures they belonged to. 

Riding from hence towards the city, we obler- 
ved, at the foot of an eminence, near the end of the 
valley where the temple flood, large ruins of an am- 
phitheatre, rifing in a very agreeable manner; and, 
as it were, to give the fpeClators a view over the whole 
valley in which the temple was fituated. But at fome 
diflance, before we reached thele ruins, we were ftiewn 
a round ciftern of a redd ilh- brown marble, called St 
John’s font. 

Here the Greeks, and the Roman Catholicks, in 
our company, endeavoured to break off fmali pieces, to 
prefent to their friends as relicks. 1 mull own, fuch 
an abfurd fuperllition fenfibly affeCted me ; and I en- 
deavoured to convince them, that this ciftern could 
never have ferved as a font for St John the Baptift, as 
they fuppofed, nor even for St John the Evangelift. It 
has all the marks of thofe velfels ufed here for pref- 
fing the oil out of olives, being very fhallow, and rai- 
fed in the middle. Or perhaps it been might have 
a ciftern of one of the fountains. 

At fome diftance farther we turned off to the right, 
riding along the fide of a mountain, almoft covered 
with aftonilhing ruins. Here I obferved a beautiful 
piece of marble on which was this Greek word, cut in 
a mafterly manner. 


IIEP IBAE. 


On this mountain, which is very barren, and being 
direftly oppofite to the town, flood, in my opinion, 

the 
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the celebrated church of St John, fo often mentioned 
in hiftory, as one of the mod coftly ftru&ures of 
Ephefus. The memory of this church is preferved 
in that at prefent (landing within the city, but changed 
into a Turkifh mofque, and of which I fhall prefently 
take fome notice. For on this mountain, now very 
barren and rocky, was formerly built a church in ho- 
nour of St John the divine *, but being (mail, and 

* decayed by time, the emperor Juftinian ordered it to 
be taken down, and another ere&ed on the fame fpot. 
And, according to Procopius of C^faria, was fo capa- 
cious and magnificent, as to rival that which he had 
before built at Conftantinople , and dedicated to the 
twelve Apoftles. • - 

I am alfo perfuaded that I faw fome large ruins of 
this ftrufture; but, the exceflive heat of the fun, 
which was now near the meridian, would not permit 
us, at that time, to gratify our curiofity any farther 5 
for we were glad to fly for fhelter to our tents. 

Towards evening we vifited the church common- 
ly called St John *, but it cannot be known from the 
uncertain tradition, whether this ftrudlure was dedi- 
cated to thp Baptift, or the Apoftle. We were, how- 
ever, difappointed in feeing it that day* the person 
who kept the key being from home, probably hoping 
we would augment His fee ; but upon our applying to 
the Cadi.> he was very glad, next morning, to open 
the door, and fiiew every thing to' us,' for a’ Idler 
prefent than we at firft intended, making this 'diminu- 
tion a punifliment for his avarice. 

This church and the caftle, are the only habitable 

• ftru&ures now remaining of the Magnificent city of 
Ephefus. But the church mu ft 'Be fuppofcd very 
much altered from it’s original form, being turned in- 
to a mofque. It is now fquare, confiding of the 
church itfelf, and the portico, by the Greeks called 

We afcended to the eaft door, by a flight of 
fixteen marble fteps* whence we again defcended by 

another 
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another flight of thirteen. At the foot of thefe fteps is 
a fountain with three cocks, but now dry, as was alfo 
the refervoir itfelf, which is in the portico. On 
both Tides of the door are niches, in which, probably, 
flatues or crofies, were anciently placed. In one of 
the niches, near the door, are the following remains 
of a Greek infeription, cut on a (tone : 

. . . N TOTS riEPIATTA. TIEPIBOAOIS. KAI 1 
KAITAIX. EniKEIM EN A1 2 SOPOIS. KAI 

T 

OS 

TIN KONIPIOT. POTtfOT. tCAI TON TEKN . . ' 

T&ONAKAI. NEPIAS APTEMEI ZHSIN. 

% 

t 

And on a loofe mutilated (lone, lying near the 
temple, I found thefe words : 

* i 

• * i 

TEAAIOS 

ros. ^lAOKA ‘ 

o TPAMMATElr 
AHMOT. to. 6 \ 

V IOKATES THSE ' 

; , • , i 

The portico of this building, together with the 
eaft door, makes a grand appearance. Over the door 
is a long Turkrfh infeription ; but which, to my 
great difappointment, not one in our company was 
capable of reading. 

Within it are four beautiful columns, of the 
Compofite order, Of white and brown porphyry, (land- 
ing in a row, about thirteen . feet in circumference, 
and twenty-four ill height. It has alfo two cupola’s, 
in one of which flicks a dart, fai'd to have fliot by 
Tamerlane the Great. The door leading out of the 
church into the portico, is alfo decorated with two 
fmall, but elegant pillars of Samos flone. 

The infide of the chufeh is, according to the 
Turkifh manner, but indifferently furnifhed* the 

floor 
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floor was only of earth, covered with matts, and here . 
and there a mean lamp or two. I alfo obferved fome 
infcriptions on the walls, hut fo greatly defaced as not 
to be legible. The fouth door of the church was 
walled up, and againft it eredted the Kibbleth , or 
Turkifh oratory, where I was furprized to fee the 
figure of a chalice, and over it that of the hoft, or 
confecrated wafer. On one fide of it was a kind of 
roftrum, with a flight of fteps for afcending it. 

The portico, or nfovoc<&, has in the centre, a 
very beautiful fountain of marble *, but at prefent 
quite dry, and feveral pillars with their cornices, lie 
round about. It has alfo a piazza, and the whole 
portico is paved with large {tones of white marble. 

; -.The whole ftrudture is. built of marble, and has a 
floping roof, which, in all probability, was ancient- 
ly covered with lead. There (till remains on it a mi- 
naret, or Turkifh turret. It had formerly four doors* 
of which the fouth, as I already obferved, is walled 
up, and the north never ufed. We went out through 
the weft door, by a defcent of fifteen marble fteps, in 
order to wait on the Cadi at the caftle. By the way* 
we met with the following defedlive infcription : 

BOTAH 

ETEIMH <r£v. . . 

OOEAAIO. . . 

* AAOTASlA. 

XOT KA IS. 

KAI NEOn. . . 

NHAIAI A. . . 

I ON A 2 .... .. . 

TKAT. I. . . 

AffD near it, on a fmall ftone, another i 

* 

or EI AE TI2 
, * - - 2 El 

I Alsq 
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I also read the following, near St John’s church : 

* - n n nieces n . . 

- - AI A TP APAT I AO t . 
2 TNrHNIAOS; 

2 TNKAHTIKON 
^AABfiNTOS $ A A K 
KIAA 02 
2 TN APXONTA . 

The caftle is of very ancient archite&ure, and 
ftands on a hill of a circular form *, and from hence* 
and other circumftances, I am inclined to think it the 
Pion , mentioned by Pliny . It affords on all Tides a 
very extenfive and beautiful profpedt. On the weft 
wail I found a marble bull of a woman, with a fer- 
pent over it, and beneath it a Greek inscription, but 
fo effaced, that nothing can be made of it. 

Within the caftle are four refer voirs, for receiv- 
ing the water of the great aquedudt. This caftle is a 
full quarter of an hour’s walk round, and moft of the 
people of Ephefus refide in it, being here much fafer 
than below. 

In our defcent we paffed through feveral large ruins 5 
particularly of a remarkably thick wall, which for- 
merly invironed the whole caftle, but has now many 
wide chafms in it, and lbme parts of it thrown to a 
confiderable diftance, probably by earthquakes. With 
great difficulty, I read the following words in the in- 
fcription, under the female buft abovementioned : 

ON EniTPOnOAI EIK2T 
K AHPON OMIftN . 

PX 1 MH 2 I T A A I A 2 , 

«. * * 

We next vifited the aquedudt, which is extended 
along the left fide of the road, as you pafs from Smyrna 

V O L» I. I to. 

* . • 
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*to EphefuSy and is faid to have had formerly one hun- 
dred and twenty fquare pillars, of which fome are fix 
feet and a half on each fide. A few of the arches 
alfo are ftill (landing. The diftance between the pil- 
lars was thirteen feet and a half. 

This aquedudt extends from the north-weft part 
of the mountains to the caftle, and, doubtlefs, ferved 
for conveying water thither, which was thence diftri- 
buted to all parts of the city *, but at prefent it is fo 
ruined, that the lofty arches and pillars ferve only as a 
place for ftorks to build their nefts in. . - 

On thefe arches and pillars are many infcriptions, 
both in Latin and Greek ; but mod of them either de- 
faced or inverted ; a fufficient proof that moft of them 
, formerly belonged to other ftrudtures, but placed here 
in modern times, poflibly by the Turks, both to fup- 
port the work, and draw hither curious travellers. As 
•moft perfons of learning are particularly defirous of 
feeing pieces of this kind, I (hall lpecify fome of 
them. 

First, On the aquedudl I found the following 
words, though interrupted : 

or AH 

• HE HPnTHE 

K A I A I. ANA - - - <t>IAO 
v 2 EBALTOY EtfELIXlN riOAI. 

• - AOTKKH TOT TOPKOT AT 

• * E f BEBTAAN K A I ANTI 

- TON ALIAS K A I AOTILTH 
• - THE HO A EH S : 

noiHIAMENON THN ANA 
STALIN EK. THN IAIHNA 

T. N MA 

KEAAINOT K A I ROM II HI 
MHTPO - - - IOL AIAIONOTOY. EIS 

APXOT 
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On the third arch : 

attokpatopa. 

E$E2IHN BOTAH 
T rPAMMATEOS, 


And over them the following : 

A BE I NAN 

» 5 

On the fifth arch : 


■ 4AAIAAAN 
©TTATEPA 
. M ATPHAIOT 
ANTflNEINOT ©EOT 
KAIEAPOX 2EBA2TOY 

, / 

On the fourteenth only the following letters 
C 4 C ¥ $ 

Something lower: • 


A API ANON 

TION N I. ATPHAIOT 

ANTflNEINOT’ 

KAISAPOE 2EBA2TOT 

« 

And beneath the above, on an inverted ftone ( 


BA2TX1N H $IAOEEBAS 

® OT TPAMMATEflS TOT 

• . * 


On the fifteenth arch. 


TH2’ K A I METISTHS 

i,. > ♦ t , 4 * 

w <0 *0 • * • 1 * ■ # * w * ' 1 * 

I a 


A* 


* %* 
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And near it : 


PROC. 

* - CAESAR. TRAIANI HADRIANI 

- - C. AD DIOECESIN. ALEXANDP. 

- - IOC. BIBLIOTHECAR. GREC. ET 
LATIN AB EnreT. GRAEC. PROCOP. LYC. 
PAMP. GALAT. PA PHI. PISID. PONT. 
PROC. HEREDIT. ET PROC. PRO. . . 

CIAE ASIAE PROC. SYRIAE 
HERMES AVG. LIB. ADIVT 

El VS 

H C 

f 

* * 

On a ftone .dug out of the ground, in the way to 

the aquedud, are thele words : 

# * 

THN IlANHrrPlN KAI ATEAEION 

• : KAI EK EXEIPIA2 EI2 OAONTON 

EnflNTMON THE ©EOT MHNA 
TTXONTA'KAI THN APTEMI2I 
AKHN KPIIIN KATA2THIANTA 
KAI TA ©HMATA TOIL AmNIZ 
TAIL ATHHIANTA KAI ANAPI 
ANTAX TON NIKHZANTI1N 
ANAZTHEZANTA 

THN TEIMAN ANAZTHEZANT. . . 

• 4>AINIOT OAT2TOT 
TOT ZTNrENOTS ATTOT. 

i 

# 

Not far from the church of St John is flill {land- 
ing a handfome gate, probably, the firft, or outward 
gate of the caftle. It is built with fquare fiones of 
black marble, and decorated with pillars, with a dou- 
ble wall on the fides, and the architecture of the whole 
Solid and elegant. Over it is an hiftorical piece of 
fculpture, but what the hiftory is, cannot be difcovered. 
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All that can be feen in it are two dead bodies, a 
horfe, and a crowd of people, who feem to make bit- 
ter lamentations ; and all finely executed. It were to. 
be wifhed, that fome fatisfadory explanation could 
be given of it. In the mean time it is certain, that it 
has no manner of refemblance to any perfecution of 
the Chriftians, though fome have from hence called 
it Perfecution gate *, and much lefs can it be applied to 
the deftrudtion of TWy, and the dragging of Heftor * 5 
body round the city, behind Achilles's car ; though 
fome have imagined this was really the fubjedt of it. 

All the abovementioned buildings, and the frag- 
ments ftill vifible at Ephefus, merit a particular de- 
feription. It is indeed impoflible to view, without 
aftonifhment, the prodigious heaps of ruins, with 
which the fite of this celebrated city of antiquity is, 
as it were, covered. Here fragments of churches, 
mofques, baths •, there'^thofe of palaces, houfes, walls, 
cupolas, blocks of marble, porphyry, fragments of 
pillars, and the like. And among them, great num- 
bers of ftones, with mutilated inferiptions, of whk;h 
little or nothing can be made ; thole I have already 
mentioned will ferve as a fpecimen to the lovers of 
this kind of literature. In a word, we fee here, vaft 
heaps of Pagan, Chriftian, and Turkilh ruins, all 
blended together in one confufed heap. • Here are al- 
fo feveral burying-places, efpeciaUy Turkifh *, and tQ 
fay the truth, all Ephefus is now no more than one 
open grave. 

It’s inhabitants are all Turks, and live in clay huts, 
not fo high as a man. They are made of four hurdles, 
and covered with boughs, and leaves of trees, with- 
out any mafonry whatever ; nor do the inhabitants 
make the leaft ufe of the large ftones and ruina which 
are fcattered every where around them. 

I cannot help obferving, that the ruins of Ephe- 
fus are almoft covered with the plant called Carduus 
hnediftusy which grQws there in a very luxuriant 

I 3 manner. 
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manner, rifing to an extraordinary height * and in all 
probability conceals from the eyes of the curious tra- 
veller many beautiful fragments, and ftones with in- 
fcriptions. So that the once celebrated city of Ephe- 
fus , which, by the fplendor of it’s buildings, the. 
beauty of it’s fituation, and the luxurious manner of 
living of it’s inhabitants, drew all the world to it, is 
now become a retreat for robbers a den of wild beads, 
a dreary wildernefs : though in the Turkifh language 
it dill retains it’s name of Ajafaluk , or the temple of 
the moon, from the magnificent druCture formerly 
dedicated to Diana. 

No Chridians, at prefent, live ip Ephefus itfelf; 

. but a little to the eaft of it is a Chriftian village cal- 
led Kirtfinqiii , and may be confidered as the melan-' 
choly remains of the ancient Church of Ephefus •, and 
is a driking proof, that the threatening in the Reve- 
lation of St John, I will remove thy candleftick out of 
his place , except thou repent , was not denounced in 
vain. 


C H A P. X. 

ffourney to Scala Nuova, Inebasar, Jusel- 
• hisar, or the ancient Magnesia ad Mean- 
drum, over the tnountains Mesogyotes, and 
Tmolus, to Tiria, Sardis, With 

fome remarks , and ancient infcriptions . 

, * • 

O N the fifteenth of April we again left Ephefus, 
in order to go to Scala Nuova ; and after paf- 
fing the ruins of the ancient city of Ephefus, we came 
into a very broad and delightful road, leading direct- 
ly to the fea. On our left-hand lay the ruins of the 
temple of Diana , together with the lake before it. 
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and on an eminence a kind of fquare building, 
commonly called St Paul’s prifon, from a tradition, 
that the apoftle was confined there on account of the 
tumult railed by Demetrius the filverfmith. But it is 
much more probable, that this is a modern building, 
and by it’s fituation feems to have been a watch- 
houfe. 

We had now again on our right-hand the river 
Cayfter^ and the profpedt of a molt delicious valley, 
terminating on both Tides in a chain of mountains 
reaching to the fea; fo that the city of EpbeJkSj though 
as it were furrounded by mountains, has through 
this valley an open view of the fea. 

This valley is alio level, and through it runs the 
river Cayfter in furprifing meanders. It is in this 
place pretty wide and deep, though not to be compa- 
red to the principal rivers in Europe. It, however, 
fertilizes the foil to that degree, that the grafs is very 
high in the road, though near the foot of the fouthern 
mountains. This rich valley is about an houf and an 
half in length from Ephefus to the fea *, and we could 
not look on it without a fenfible concern to fee it fo 
deferted and defolate ; fince by the labours of a few 
inhabitants, it might be made to flow, in the feripture 
phrafe, with milk and honey. In the middle of this 
valley is a beautiful lake, probably the ancient har- 
bour of Ephefus, called Panormous. 

The Cayfter, at the end of this valley, difeharges 
itfelf into the fea, and on the Ihore we faw fome ruins-, 
which, from the beauty of the fituation, were, pro- 
bably, palaces and villas. Here alfo formerly flood 
the little town of Pigella ; but I could not exadly de- 
termine, from any ruins, the fpot on which it flood ; 
probably it was fomething nearer to Scala Nuova. 

The breadth of the river Cayfter, hinders you, in 
fome parts of this valley, from crofting to the fouthern 
mouptainsj which are there very fteep ; but you ferry 

I 4 over 
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over it twice, and accordingly a ferry-houfe has been 
built here for the accommodation of travellers. 

When we had reached the end of this fruitful part 
of the territory of Ephefus, we turned to the left 
along the fea-fhore, and in lefs than half an hour crof- 
fed a fmall mountain, which brought us into a fine 
valley fown with corn, the end of which is terminated 
by the fea-fhore. We then .entered a narrow road, 
having on our left a continued ridge of mountains and 
eminences, along which was an aquedudt, but now 
very obfcure, and near it’s extremity eroded the nar- 
row road we were travelling. Here, probably, flood 
the fmall town of Pigella, a fituation neither inconve- 
nient nor difagreeable. 

We now kept farther to the left, a fmall creek run- 
ning a confiderable diftance up the country. Here 
we firft faw, fince our departure from Smyrna, vine 
yards, principally on the fides of the mountains, where 
were alfo fome villages inhabited by Chriflians. At 
length we came to the town of Scala Nuova, where 
the Aga gave us a houfe for our quarters, defiring wc 
would leave the common kane, which was at that 
time very much crouded. We computed the diftance 
between this town and Ephefus,, to be about four 
hours. 

The fame evening an unfortunate affair happened* 
which was near making the Aga repent of his civili- 
ty : Our cook, through hafte to get fupper ready, let 
the chimney on fire ; the accident however was fortu- 
nately difeovered, and we foqn extinguifbed it by firing 
piftols up the chimney, and throwing water down it. 
But our danger, it fpems, was greater than we ima- 
gined ; for a friend afifured us, that had the flame in 
the leaft broke out, the Turks would immediately 
have put every foul of us to the fword. 

Scala Nuova, by the Turks called CoiuAdafi , 
i. e Bird ifland, is a modern city, having not been 

built 
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built above a hundred years ^ it is pleafantly fituated in 
the form of an amphitheatre, on the declivity of a 
hill, facing the ifland of Samos, and not above two 
• or three leagues from it. The fea forms, near the town, 
a fmall bay, in which is a little ifland, or rather rock, 
formerly fortified, the ruins of the works being ftill vifi- 
ble. This rock is faid to have been the origin of the 
city, being a place of refuge from the corfairs. But the 
continent being thought more fecure, they built this city. 
It*confifts of three parts, lying nearly in a triangular 
form : 'the fuburb on the eaft, the bazar in the center 
furrounded with a high wall, and on the weft the city 
itlelf, without either wall or work of any kind to de- 
fend it. 

The third divifion is by much the largeft, and gra- 
dually rifes along the fide of the mountain, which we 
afcended, and were highly delighted with the great va-' 
riety of entertaining objedls that decorated the pro- 
fpedt, viz. the city •, a variety of eminences and plains 
covered with vineyards and corn ; the fea •, and the 
ifland of Samos. The part of the mountain above 
the city is very deep, and the foot of it is wafhed by 
the fea, which on the other fide forms a large bay, 
bounded by a chain of pretty high mountains, ftretch- 
ing towards Samos, and was, probably, the Promon- 
tprium Trogillium. 

In Scala Nuova are fix Turkifti mofques, each ha- 
ving it’s minaret, and fom/e other fmaller towers. 
Here is alfo a Greek cathedral dedicated to St George. 
Near the entrance of this ftru&ure is a baffo relievo of 
a man on horfeback, offering with his right-hand, to 
another who ftands behind, a kind of bafin, perhaps a 
piece of bread, with the following infcription now 
fcarce legible. 

A N E A II I X AN EPX1MA A 
N I. MNEIA? XAPIN. 


The 
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The Franks appear to have carried on fome trade 
here formerly •, but at prefent the city has little bufi- 
nefs of any kind. A few years ago, when feveral 
earthquakes and fires had almoft ruined Smyrna, the 
French intended to make this city the flaple of their 
commerce ; but exceptions were made againft the har- 
bour, the abovementioned rock being thought to af- 
ford but little fhelter for fhips. 

The firft place we vifited, was a bagnio ; and af- 
ter fending our prefents to the Turkifh primate , called 
Kufogi Zade Veliaga , we paid him a vifit, at which he 
entertained us with coffee and tobacco, and offered 11s 
his prote&ion, with all the appearance of fincerity. 
We next waited on the cuftomer, who received us 
in the fame manner. 

W e alfo thought it a point of decency to wait on 
the Greek bifhop, who was a perfon considerably ad- 
vanced in years. He like wife entertained us with cof- 
fee, and accompanied it with iweatmeats, and excel- 
lent Mufcadel wine from Samos. He is titular bi- 
fhop of Ephefus, and inverted with a jurifdi<rtion over 
the few and poor remains of Chriftianity in this neigh- 
bourhood, and alfo in the ifland of Samos. No re- 
mains of the ancient epifcopal grandeur appeared in 
him for though he received us in his belt ferife^ or 
long vertment of Angora filk, I obferved it was not 
without patches, and a very large rent. He was plea- 
fed himfelf to lhew us the church, which is a very 
plain ftru&ure, wnthout the leaft ornament, either 
within or without, and the roof flat like a terras/ 
He informed us, that there were about 300 Greeks 
in the city, but many of them greatly impoverifhed 
by the oppreflions of the Turks, who were continual- 
ly preying on them, and often added blows to their 
other injuries. And we were too well convinced of 
the truth of this, from what we actually faw, parti- 
cularly when we afeended the hill ♦, for having taken 
a Greek with us, the. Turks fent two Janizaries to 

watch 
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watch at a diftance, whether he would not alfo fetch 
us wine. The bifhop’s learning Teemed wholly con- 
fined to religion ; for with regard to the fituation of Pi - 
gella, and the Promontorium Trogillium , he could give-* 
us no* fatisfadlory account. 

,The next day we made an excurfion along the* 
ftiore, being told there was a remarkable ruin. In' 
going out of the city we faw an aquedudt, which fur-; 
nifhes the place with water from the adjacent hills *, 
but this was a Turkifh work. We afterwards turned' 
to the left, and I was perfuaded, was the diredt* 
road to Ephefus, which lies behind a lofty mountain, a 
creek of the lea here extending three hours within 
the land, and is bordered with high mountains, which, 
form a remarkable cape. After riding three hours 
we faw iffuing from the mountains a ftream of warm 
water, and running through a lmall arched houfe, in 
which it forms a kind of bath. This water is reckon- 
ed a powerful febrifuge * and accordingly we faw, on' 
the rufhes near it, feveral pieces of rags bound toge- 
ther and hung up, in which the fuperititious inhabi-: 
tants of this country think the fever is confined. Near 
it we alfo faw another ftream flowing from the moun- 
tains, and watering the adjacent plain * and in our re- 
turn had an opportunity of obferving it with more 
pleafure, as our way lay farther from the iliore, thro* 
a village and a very fertile country. 

A t length we came to the ruin we had read of. 
It flood about a mufket-fhot from the ftrand, and was 
a kind of round tumulus inclofed within a large ruined 
wall, having twelve round towers or bulwarks, ac- 
cording to the ancient manner. The fpace within the 
walls was paved with ftone ; and on the door lay fevc- 
ral fragments of marble, and a pillar of the fame ftone *, 
but the belt pieces had been carried away to Scala 
Nuova. ■ The remains of the wall exhibited feveral 
parks of antiquity, there being among the ftones, 

bricks 
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bricks of uncommon dimenfions, laid in regular 
rows. 

At the foot of this eminence lay heaps of ftones ; 
from whence great numbers had been carried away to 
build walls round the corn-fields and vineyards ; the 
country between the mountains and the fhore, being 
very fertile, and induftrioufiy improved. Near it is 
alfo a Greek village. 

These, in all probability, are the rums of a city 
or town, and it’s cattle. Probably this was the fpot 
occupied by the ancient town of Pigella, and the ra- 
ther, as we were now a great deal nearer to Ephefus, 
which, in my opinion, we might have reached in two 
hours, by a ftrait road through the mountains. 

From this ruined eminence, though of no great 
height, I had a full view of the bay, which the fea 
forms here ♦, and alfo of the chain of mountains run- 
ning round it. The higheft of thefe mountains lie 
towards the fouth, proje&ing with their lofty fum- 
mits into the fea, and forming the cape oppofite to 
Samos. 

Pleased with our excurfion we returned to Scala 
Nuova, but by a road farther from the fhore, through 
a very fertile country, and the hills exhibited a beau- 
tiful appearance. Sometimes we rode along the banks 
of a river, whofe current is remarkably fwift. At 
Scala Nuova, on a marble fountain in a kane, or 
Turkifh inn, I met with the following Greek in- 
fcription 2 

XAIPE TTXH ¥ T X H KAAH 
ZHOACA ©THE 
TTXH 0TTATHP TAIOT TOT 
EPMOTENOTC TOT I1T0A. 

Having prepared everything for our departure, 
we were obliged to defer our journey ’till we had vi- 

fited 
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fited the little ifland in the bay to purchafe fome wine; 
the Greeks not being permitted to fell us any. This 
may ferve as an inftance ot the rudenefs and infolence 
of the Turks. Their intention is to procure fome fmall 
prefent; but, in this, we took care to difappoint 
them. 

At our leaving Scala Nuova fome Greeks brought 
us flowers, and odoriferous herbs, as tokens of their 
friendfliip. Being pad the city we turned to the eaft, 
and after an hour’s riding came to a ruined and forfa- 
ken town, with two fquare towers. Here old Scala 
Nuova is faid to have ftood, called Bufi Adafgi. But 
the inhabitants being fo often plundered by the cor- 
fairs, were obliged to remove near the fea-fide, where 
they were defended by the ifland caftle. 

One hour more brought us, in our defcent from 
the mountains, to a large village, which we were told 
was within a three hours journey of Ephefus •, and a 
little beyond it we faw another village on our right- 
hand. 

We now direfted our courfe more, to the fouth, 
and defcended, in a more diredt manner, the fides of 
the mountains, but through very ftony ways *, at 
•laft, efpecially near the two abovementioned villages, 
the country appeared extremely fertile and delightful, 
well cultivated, and on both fides were very beautiful 
eminences. In this defcent we came to a fmall river, 
whofe infinite meanders among the mountains greatly 
heighten the beauty of the profpedt. Sometimes it 
precipated itfelf from the eminences, and in one place 
flowed between two difrupted rocks at a frightful depth, 
and with a terrifying found. The road lay through 
feveral groves of laurel trees, where the profound l'o- 
litude was cheared by the warblings of great numbers 
of nightingales. 

After riding four hours among the mountains, 
from the tops of which we had often enchanting pro- 
fpefts j and paffing thrQUgh delicious vailies, and 

fruit- 
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fruitful eminences, fometimes near, and fometimes at 
a diftance from the abovementioned little river, we at 
laft came to a large and beautiful plain, inclofed, as it 
were, on all Tides with mountains. Here we law, at 
fome diftance, a number of tents, and feveral horfe- 
men *, on which we formed, in the order which had 
been agreed upon, at the appearance of any danger 5 
but one offered to approach us, and we heard alter* 
wards, that it was a Mafoul, or depofed Pafcha, with 
his retinue. 

At the end of this plain we forded the rivulet* 
which was here fomething enlarged, leaving it on the 
left-hand ; and after pafiing along an uneven road, we 
turned off more to the fouth, which brought us to a 
rocky mountain, in which was a large cavern, and 
before the mouth of it fome hundreds of buffaloes, 
and other black cattle, with the herdfman. We took 
the liberty, not uncommon among travellers, of gi- 
ving names to objects, calling this Polyphemus’s cave, 
as it put us in mind of Virgil’s defeription of the 
manfion of that cyclop. We were very defirous of 
going into it ; but time would not permit, as night 
was coming on apace, and our guide, whom we had 
hired at Scala Nuova, was very defirous of bringing 
us to a village, which lay a full half hour’s ride from 
this fubterraneous manfion. 

Having paffed this cave, we came to a lake of 
warm mineral water, fed by a rivulet of the fame 
kind, from the above rocky mountain. We alfo faw 
feveral other caves in this mountain, and at the foot 
of it the ruins of feveral houfes. Our road from 
hence lay through one of the moft fertile fpots in the 
world for pafture and corn, and interfperfed with a 
great variety of fruit-trees. But it now growing dark, 
we had a better opportunity the next day of viewing 
this charming valley. 

Thus we reached the village intended, and there 
pitched our tents. The pealants received us with the 
' greateft 
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greateft civility, and brought 11s the following refrelh- 
ments *, a large loaf ; a difli of pillau or boil’d rice ; 
a difh of yaourt or curds and cream ; and a plate of 
forba, a kind of hotch-potch, highly fealoned. 

The next morning at fix we left this village which 
is called JumiJfelui , and obferved that it lies at the 
extremity of the mountains. We took a circuit of 
about half an hour, along the road through which we 
came the preceding evening after it was dark, which 
lies through one of the moil charming vallies in the 
world, furrounded with mountains, and interfperfed 
with a few cottages of peafants. Polyphemus’s cave, 
and the warm water, lay farther on the left, our road 
leading us to the other extremity of the valley, which 
is confiderably broader, and equally fruitful, but un- 
inhabited. 

The profpedt being here more extenfive, we dif- 
covered the ruins of a confiderable city, {till retaining 
evident veftiges of fortrefies and palaces. It is now 
called Inebafar, i. e. the needle-market, fo called from 
a few draw huts, the roof of which is fupported by 
four perpendicular pofts, eredted for holding a mar- 
ket on Fridays, to which all the peafants in the neigh- 
bouring country refort ; and has, doubtlefs, been the 
cuftom ever fince the town, now in ruins, was in it’s 
profperity. Several of the ruins had an air of gran- 
deur ; among others was a remarkable fquare ftrudture 
built of prodigious blocks of done : great part of one 
of the gates was {till (landing, and alfo of a thick 
double wall, which mud have inclofed it *, but all the 
reft of the drudture was one confuted heap of ruins. 

This we judged to have been the citadel of the 
place*, and at fome diftance from it, were the ruins 
of two large drudtures. In one, which was of a re- 
markable length, with walls on each fide, and fome- 
thing refembling the form of a large church,- we 
found two pillars with beautiful capitals of the Com- 
pofite order, in tolerable condition.- This ftrudtu-re 

extends 


Digitized by Google 


128 Travels .through .part of Europe, 

extends to a fmall rivulet, over which was a bridge of 
two arches, but now in ruins. 

Here were alfo the rudera of other (lately build* 
ings, with a great number of pillars, fome of which 
were ftill (landing, others lying on the ground ; but 
the place itfelf, which is fituated in a level plain, and 
watry foil, is utterly abandoned. 

It could be wiflied that it was poflible to deter- 
mine what this city was anciently called. Some of 
our company imagined it might be Heraclea ; but 
notwithdanding the drifted fearch, we could not find 
any infcription that favoured, in the lead that conjee* 
ture. Near a well, behind the cottage of a peafant, in a 
village called Yermenftk y one of our company met with 
the following inferipion on a marble farcophagus : 

HEOPETPO HEOR.OE 

4>IMATZH TTXIKOT 

KAATAIOT 

TEPMANNOT 

From thefe ruins we eroded the abovementioned 
rivulet, the rapidity of whofe current we obferved 
to be fo violent, as to carry the fand along with it. 
Here we met with a peafant driving before him a 
horfe loaded with fifli, which he had jud caught in an 
adjacent lake. He (hewed us a brace of carp of an 
uncommon fize, which we purchafed of him ; but 
the heat was fo violent, that before evening they were . 
not eatable. 

We continued our journey through a very plea- 
fant country, called the valley of the river Mean- 
der; and I am inclined to think that this river, 
at the above ruins, is the very fame with that, 
which, the preceding day, we had fo long the 
fight of, and which we at lad forded ; and that 
this river, if it be not the Meander itfelf, at lead: 
falls into it. There cannot in nature be a more 

fruitful 
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fruitful and tharming track of land than this valley, 
through which we travelled to the eaftward. The 
eye is every where entertained with the various riches 
of nature, among which the walnut-trees were re- 
markable for their amazing dimenfions. This para- 
difaical country is alfo tolerably full of villages on the 
fkirts of the mountains, on both fides of the valley. 

About three hours from Inebafar we flickered our 
felves from the rays of the fun under a tree, but were 
greatly incommoaed by a very difagreeable fmell, and 
at laft found that it proceeded from an herb called 
Serpentaria, which, in it's mature ftate, emits thefe 
difagreeable effluvia. 

Near our baiting-place was a village called Omer - 
ieili, and on a fpring at the foot of the mountain, we 
found the following infcription : 

ATTH. H. 20POX. ESTIN. M. ATP. KOSMIXl. 

NiOX. AIXfclAOXEBAXTOT. KAI. EKTONX2N* 

xnsiN. 

I was now with pleafure convinced, that this was 
the large and beautiful valley of the celebrated river 
Meander. It feemed to be every where inclofed by 
the mountains, except an opening towards the fouth, 
where the valley extended as far as the eye could 
reach, and we even thought we could difcern the fea, 
and feveral iflands in it. It is indeed very probable* 
that the above river there falls into the fea, and ter- 
minates it’s unparalleled ferpentizing courfe* which is 

thus very prettily described by Ovid ** ' * 

* * 

Non ficus ac liquidus Phrygiis Manridros in aWis 

Ludit j £? ambiguo lapfu refiuitque fiuitque , 

Occunrenfque fibi venturas afpicit undas : 

Et nunc ad font es 9 nunc ad marc verfus apertim 

Inctrtas exercet .aquas . Ita Daedalus impkt 

* Mitam. /Lib. V-III.. vcr. 162* , ; 

. Vol. k K 

• V f 
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Innumeras errore vias : Vixque ipfe reverti 

Ad limen potuit *, tanta eft fallacia tetli. 

An d in another place he fays : 1 , 

In mare y deducit fejfas erroribus undas. 

About an hour’s riding from our camp brought 
us to the banks of this famous river. It’s channel: was 
here of an extraordinary breadth but it’s waters fo fhal- 
low, that in feveral places it rippled over the gilded 
flints . I fay gilded flints, becaufe they here feem to be 
difleminated with gold and filver fpecks, which have a 
mod brilliant appearance. Here we had an enchant- 
ing prolpeft of the furprizing meanders of this famous 
river through the valley, and at lafl: taking it’s courfe 
through the abovementioned opening. 

Here we alfo faw feveral villages, and efpecially 
on the left, on the foot of the mountains, and on the 
right we had a view of the lofty fummit of the moun- 
tain of Latmum or Latmus y extending to the mouth of 
the Meander, and fo highly celebrated by the poets 
for the amours of JDiana and Endymion *. 

Our 


* See Pomp. Mela , Lib. I. cap. 17. The ignorance of philo- 
fophers, particularly in the ceconomy of nature, has given rife to 
flriany fidlions. However, the curiofity natural to the human fpe- 
Cies, has in all ages, infpired them with an emulation of invelti- 
gating the caufes and reafons of extraordinary phenomena 
’ -In the rude ages, when the ftudy of nature was in it’s infancy, 
they had recourfe to external and vifible objects. They fuppofed 
every thing to be animated with life, as rivers, fprings, the liars, 
&c. and this was an excellent method for flopping all enquiries. 
Nothing was eafier than to afcribe the operation, w'here the caufe 
' was unknown to the objeft being animated with life ; and after 
perfonifying things, they , even confidered them as deities. The 
fun was worihippdd under the name of Apollo, and the moon by 
the title of Diana. , . , .. 

The dread of their influences, and the lhare they were fuppofed 
|Q have in all the tranfa&oqs of the world, doubtlefs occafioned 
- •; • \ . - , their 
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Our intent was to reach the town of Jufelhifar, 
and we were in fight of it, when we perceived lying 
on the ground, near a fountain, a large cylindrical 
Hone, with a Greek and Latin infcriptionj it was 
plainly the fruftum of a large pillar, pofiibly a flone to 
mark the boundary. But to our great concern, we 
could only make out, by the clofeft infpedtion, the 
following imperfect words. . 

M' 

CL 

, X . . . VIII 

their deification ; and worfhip to be paid them, in order to ap- 
peafe and render them propitious. The priefts appointed for this 
fervice feigned events, and every where fpread the notion that 
they had been favoured with apparitions of their deities, in order 
to perpetuate that fervice which they found fo lucrative. They 
pretended, for inftance, that Diana, or the moon, was in love 
with Endymion, and when that luminary was eclipfcd* the god- 
defs was paying a vifit to that fhepherd. But as this amour could 
not be of any long conrihuance, fome other occafion for thefe 
eclipfes was to be contrived ; and what their fertile inventions fug- 
gefted was this : that the forcerefi'es, efpecially thofe of Theflalia, 
where Cerberus, on his being dragged from hell, dropped his 
foam on the herbs, had an art, by means of thefe plants, of draw* 
ing the moon, or Diana, down to the earth. This fi&ion owed 
it’s origin to Aganice, the daughter of Hegetor, a native of Thef- 
falia. She was acquainted with the caufes and times of the moon’s 
eclipfes, and confequently could tell when any would happen. 
And this gave rife to the report, that Ihe was able to draw the 
moon to the earth. In order to propagate this belief, file command- 
ed the women of Theffalia, to make great noifes, that the moon, 
might again afeend to it’s proper fphere. In after-ages, at the ap- 
proach of the eclipfe of the moon, the like noifes were made, by 
ilriking on kettles, and other utenfils, in order to drown the in- 
cantations of thofe forcerefi'es. And to this Tibullus feems to al- 
lude, Lib. I. Eleg. 6. 

4 

Cantus & e curru lunam deducere tentat . ( 

, Et facer et y ft non ara repulfa forent . 

The fame fuperflitioft rs faid to obtain to this 
of* tbc 2ofuuUi ^ . 

K 2 MAN- 
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MANO-XAKTAIOS 

MANorrriATo 

PflMAinN 

KO 

EAC. . . 

FLOR < . . 

1 AETKIO 

NOXM 

TAN 

Bein^c arrived at the town of Jufelhifar, we took 
up our quarters in a large kane, or Turkilh inn, open 
to all ftrangers. It was a fquare ftru&ure with a 
large area furrounded by a piazza, and in the center 
a beautiful fountain, with a very large bafon. We 
entered a very decent room, on the firft floor. Our 
iirft bufinefs was to lend our prefents early in the 
morning to the Pafcha, being warned by the example 
of fome Dutch merchants, who travelling here, with 
the late Dr Franken , chaplain of the prifon, were 
thrown into confinement by the Pafcha, under pre- 
tence that they were fpies •, though the true intention 
•was to extort money from them. But the gentlemen 
<bf Smyrna efpoufed their caufe fo zealoufly, that they 
foon procured an order from the Porte for their dif- 
; charge, and the Pafcha was depofed. We, however, 
thought it advifable to purchafe the favour of this of- 
ficer by valuable prefents, efpecially as he was Pafcha 
both of the city and adjacent country, and therefore 
-it would have been very improper to offer him 
trifles. 

This Pafcha, who is dignified with two horfe - tails ; 
and is alfo c Teftefti , or governor of the country, is 
called Ofman Ouglou , and is the fame who fome years 
lince made all Natolia tremble, as captain of a corps of 
Banditti, confifting of four thoufand horfcmen, with 
, which he over-run the country, raifing contributions 
from perfons of fortune, and committing all manner 
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of violences. The Grand Signior, however, at length, 
pardoned him, poflibly more out of fear, than any 
other motive, and conferred on him this poll, which „ 
is very confiderable. 

Our prefents confided of the following partial* . 
lars : to the Pafcha himfelf three boxes of fweatmeats, 
three of prunellos, three oks * of pepper, three oks of 
coffee, and two of fugar ; to the Pafcha’s Ciaja, or 
lieutenant, an ok of fugar, one of pepper, one of cot* 
fee, a box of prunellos, and another of fweatmeats : ' 
to the Capilarcajacifgi , an ok of coffee, one of a pep- 
per, and one of fugar : to the two chaos, two piafters 
each, and the fame to the Oglancickr . Soon after 
went to pay our vifits. Fird, to Aga or Ciaja, who 
treated us with coffee and fweetmeats. He introduced 
us to the Pafcha, who received us very courteoufly. 
He was a very graceful perfon, and between fifty and 
fixty years of age. He afked us concerning our intend- 
ed journey, gave us full permiffion to vifit every thing, 
and that we might not meet with any moledation, 
promifed to fend a perfon with us whereever we defi- 
red to go. Our entertainment was the lame, as at 
the Ciaja* s, with the addition of fherbet, rofe water, 
and perfumes. 

This city is built on the ruins of another more an* 
cient, which formerly feems to have made a confider- 
able figure, and on the gentle aclivity of a hill. But 
the ancient city feems to have dood higher on the 
fummit of the hill, where there is a large plain, ex- 
tending north-eaft to the mountains. The eadem and 
fouthern parts of the city are waflied by the river 
Meander, which continues it’s courfe along the valley, 
fertilizing all the country near it’s banks. This, in 
my opinion, is a proof, that ajiciently a city dood, 
here, and probably Magnejia ad Meandrwn , to didin- 
guifh it from Magnefm ad Sipulum , fituated at the foot 
of that mountain, near the river Hermus, and to this 

t 

V An ok is about two pounds and a half. 
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very day has retained it’s ancient name in the word' 
Manaffia, as we (hall (hew hereafter. 

' We afcended the hill betwixt the wall on the left 
fide of the city, and a large old caftle, from which * 
the city derives it’s Turkifti name, Jufclhifar , i e. 
fine caftle. In our afcent we obferved on both fides, 
near the walls, feveral antique pieces, as fruftums of 
marble pillars, &c. lying on the ground, and others 
placed in the wall, doubtlefs by the Turks. 

On the fummit of the hill we faw the ruins of a ve- 
ry large ftruCture, the facade of which is ftill (landing, 
and confifts of three large gates, or arches, but that 
in the middle is the moft fpacious. On them are 
fome veftiges of painting and writing, but the letters 
are not legible. The outfide conftfts of two marble 
tablets, placed in a tranfverfe pofition, one containing 
a Greek, and the other a Latin infcription *, but from 
their great height could only be read imperfectly, 
which gave us no little concern, as we conceived they 
would have given us fome ufeful information, being 
ftill entire, and in genuine ancient characters. 

This remarkable ruin confided of very large 
(tones, and under it were vaults, into which we de- 
fended, and went fome diftance, but. found, that in 
ftveral places the arches were fallen in. On the fa$ad$ 
we faw a white broken (tone, on which was the follow- 
ing imperfeCt infcription : 

• * • * * 

A C , C. a TEE PfiMAIOI ETEIM ..... 

XTAON <I>ABPIKION TIPEIXKTANON KAI 
MOXTNON ETPATHITJEANTA THE 
IIOAEX1E ATQArPF.TfiE EEI TX1N HE AN 
TA AEKAITONA noAirmTOT EE! ION 
XTNXCPH0ENTA TH ITATPFAI ATTOT 
AAPIANOT EEBAETOT MOAIX1N MTPI 
AAAE ES KAI IIPOXP H EANTA EK TflN 
IAIX1N THN TEIMHN TOT EEITOT KAI 
TAX TENOMENAE MEXPI HEN0AAE 


AAIIA 
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AAI7A . NAS nASAS ANATA APA0O 
KAI 4>IAOIIATPIN II ASH KEKOSMH 
MENON APETH KAI niSTEI KA0OS 
H nATPIS ATTH EMAPTYPHSE nOA 

AAKIS STENOMENHS A . . . f 

ATTON STNTE TOTS AKTC .... 

KAI TOIS IS MAST Tr < . . . TAHS 

KAI TOTS TENOME .... IIIIST 

<J>ANH 4>O t AIASI UNI 

AOSNE 

♦ 

W e alfo pafied over feveral other rudera, which con* 
firmed us in our opinion, that the ancient city muft 
< have flood here, though at prefent hardly any thing is 
to be feen but heaps of ruins, fields, and burying- 
places. In one of the latter, where formerly a Greek 
church flood, and of which fome fragments ftill fub- 
fift, I found the following Latin infcription, the let- 
ters of which appeared to be of the fourth century : 

» 

GERM ANIAS GALLIAS BRITANEAS 

AFRICAM 

ADQYE ILLVRICVM VIRTVTE GLORIA 

PIETATE 

IVSTITIA CVNCTOS RETRO PRINCIPES 

SVPERGRESSO 

DN.FL IVL. CONSTANTIO VICTORI MAXI- 
MO AC TRIVMFATORI SEMPER AVGVSTO 
FL. MAGNVS AC PROC. ASIAE VICE SACRA 

IVDICAN 

TE TATILIVS CLEMKNTIAEQVE.DEVOTVS 
CVRANTE M AN ATOLIV M CVRATORE 

In the Jews burying-ground we faw this infcription: 

' f 

ATTOKPATOPI KAISAPI SEBASI 

EK TUN IAIIIN ANESTHSE TI 
KAATAIQS AIAATMENO 

K 4 


And 
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An d on entring the city, on a fmall round column* 
ftill pretty entire, I copied the following : 

MAIANAPIA MENEKPATOT 
HAH AAIANTOS TTNHAE 
rsxrpijiNos iLxrpiaN 
ANTI AftpOT 

The ruins of the ancient city cover fo large an ex- 
tent of ground, as conveys a grand idea of it •, and 
befides my own opinion, that fome good infcriptions 
might be found among them, we w£re affured, that 
often very large and beautiful pieces of marble are 
found buried in the earth. Blip the exceflive heat ren- 
dered us fo faint, as to render us incapable of making 
any farther fearch. 

We alfo thought, that at fome diftanctf towards 
the north-eaft, on the declivity of the mountains, we 
faw the ruins of a large and noble caftle, poflibly of 
an amphitheatre *, but this I cannot pretend to affirm, 
as the eye may poflibly be deceived, and the heat 
would not admit of our going any farther. 

We next took a view of the city* itfelf, which ist 
built in the Turkifh manner, namely of bricks, dried 
in the fun. It is about an hour in circuip, and lies in 
the form of an amphitheatre, on the declivity of an 
ealy hill. It has fix mofques, each with \t’$ minaret* 
The inhabitants are chiefly Turks, but there are fpme 
Greeks, Armenians, and Jews, a pretty good trade 
being ftill carried on here with the products of the 
adjacent country. At our retturp, the Pafcha, as a 
Angular mark of favour, fpnt us a lamb, though none 
of the fatteft ; and by his order alfo, a Turk attend- 
x ecj us, which commanded refpe<ft where-ever we 
went. 

On the 20 th of April, at day-break, we left the 
city of ‘Jufelhifar, and followed the fame road about 
half an hour, by which we entered ip. Bu^ then 

ftruck 

r- 
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ftruck. off to the right up the mountains, where we 
had the choice of two ways, the longeft was far the 
molt pleafant ; but the other made amends for it’s 
ruggednefs by being confiderably fhorter, and there- 
fore we chofe it, though our baggage, which fet out 
before us, took the former. We now, with great 
difficulty, afcended a very fteep mountain, and during 
half an hour againft the current of a rivulet running 
down it. Being paffed this mountain, our road, for 
near two hours, was over hills and dales, after which 
it became fomething eafier, but ftill rugged. We of- 
ten paffed a fmall river running between the moun- 
tains, and fometimes we loft fight of it. 

After travelling thus for about four hours, we 
faw a large ruin on our left-hand, and were told, that 
it was then a convent of dervifes. An hour more 
brought us to a very pleafant fpot near the above- 
mentioned river, where we baited, and flayed ’till 
the mules - with the baggage joined us. But we 
were fo delighted with the refrefhing fhadow of the 
trees, and the beautiful profpefl: along the banks of 
the river, that we could willingly have flayed longer, 
had not our guide informed us, that we had very bad 
roads before us, and that all our time would hardly be 
fufficient to reach Tyria. 

We therefore mounted our horfes, and crofied the 
river over a ftone bridge of one arch. We now again 
experienced our former difficulties, the firft of which 
was to afcend a very high and fteep mountain, and af- 
terwards twelve others in the fame manner, fometimes 
making the circuit of one mountain to reach another. 
If in any place the way was fomething eafier, it 
was ftill very narrow and fteep ; and fometimes we 
ipet with very rugged precipices, where the way * 
would only permit a fingle horfe to pafs, and below' 
fuch terrible abyffes as could not be viewed without 
terror ; and had any of our hbrfes happened to flip. 
$he rider would have been in the greateft danger. 

We 


» • 

J38 Travels through part of Europe, 

We had, indeed, fome fpecimen of this in one of 
our fervants, who being intruded with a bottle of 
brandy, had drank of it to fuch excefs, that he fell 
from his horfe, and rolled down the precipice. When 
we had fortunately pafied this dangerous road, and 
came to the bottom of the mountain, we found, to our 
aftonifhment, that he had efcaped with only a few 
bruifes. 

After feveral fatiguing alcents and defeents we 
happily arrived in the level country, and eroded the 
abovementioned river feveral times. Here we were 
delighted with the fight of a beautiful variety of caf- 
cades ; the waters rufhing through narrow chafms in 
the rocks, and falling from one to another in a thou- 
fand different forms •, and, I muft own, gave me 
much greater pleafure than all I ever faw performed 
by art. 

/ ' We had now travelled above five hours from our 
baiting-place, with great fatigue and danger, though 
each was lately much leffened ; but now we again en- 
tered on the moft fteep and dangerous precipice we 
had yet met with, and were obliged to alight and 
lead our horfes. At length, after two hours, we had 
the pleafure of feeing the city of Tyria, which flood 
at the foot of this mountain. 

The beautiful valley now again prefented itfelf to 
our fight, and was terminated by hills at a prodigious 
diftance. The fmall eminences in the valley, not in' 
the leaft obftrudling our View from this mountain. 
This profpedl increafed in beauty as we approached 
nearer to Tyria, the houfes appearing amid ft a great 
number of trees, and the whole heightened by the 
minarets of the mofques. 

In defeending this mountain, we met with two 
fprings, iffuing from it’s fide in very copious dreams. 
The water of the latter flowed through four apertures, 
and was from thence conveyed in an arched conduit 
into the city. We drank largely of this water, which' 

was 
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was remarkably clear and good. The 'mountains are 
in general defert, and have every where a dreary 
afpedt * and the funurfits of feveral were covered with 
fnow. They were not, however, without fruitful 
fports, and in the valleys, we faw fome marks of 
tillage and plantations, intermixed with a few cottages. 
We law alfo multitudes of goats, an evident proof 
that there were fome villages or hamlets in* the val- 
lies, though they efcaped our fight. 

This mountain is lull of rocks, and the flints were 
decorated with glittering ipots,* refcmbling gold and- 
filver. And I am inclined to believe, that this is the 
ancient Mefogyotes , or Mediterranean mountain of 
Strabo, taking it’s name from the town of Mefagys, 
which formerly ftobd at the foot of that mountain;* 
but no body here could give us any account of it. 

In our defcent from the mountain we rode quite 
through the city of Tyria, which took us up near half 
an hour, and pitched our tents on the other fide of the 
city, on a fine plain. Here we remained encamped 
all the following day, in order to reft our beafts *, and 
in the mean time took an opportunity of viewing 
the city. 

Tyria is a. well-built city, lying on the declivity 
of a mountain, and extending itfelf to a confiderable di- 
ftance. The appearance of it is rendered much more 
pleafant from the abundance of trees and gardens about 
it ; and, in my opinion, near as large as Smyrna, but 
much lefs populous. I counted in it above twenty 
Turkilh mofques with minarets ; and, what is Angu- 
lar, one of them had two. Here is alfo a good Bazar 
or market. Some of the ftreets are wholly filled with 
fhops ; the fhoe- makers alone occupy two. 

The Greeks have two churches here, the leaft of 
which we vifited. It was remarkably fmall and mean, 
but contained feveral pidtures of Chrift, the Panagia , 
or Madonna , and fome faints.. At the entrance of it is 
ftiil remaining another objedt of devotion, with modern 
- * • • * characters 
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chara&ers upon it, namely, a porphyry, but mutilated, 
ftatue of Chrift, holding in one hand an open book, on 
which are the following words, *Eyu slfx\ to pSg # 

I am the light of the world . I alked the Papa , who fa- 
voured us with a fight of the church, concerning this 
ftatue, as being contrary to the cuftom of the Greeks, 
who, though fond of paintings in their churches, ex- 
clude all images and fculpture, as bordering too nearly 
on Pagan idolatry. But all the anfwer the good father 
could give me was, that they had found it placed there. 
At the fame time he informed us, that the whole num- 
ber of Chriftians in the city fcarcely exceeded an hun- 
dred. We next went to that called the cathedral, 
but could find no perfon to open the door. One of 
our company, who had before vifited that ftru&ure 
by himfelf, communicated to us the following infcrip- 
tion, which he found in it. 


It would have been a great fatisfaftion to me, to 
have feen whether the word be actually written 

with At the farther end of the city I found on an 
old ftone, now ferving for a water-trough, the follow- 
ing Greek infcription, which I could wifh had been 
more pertedt : 

...... x <roQos 3>A tzGiocvu) ..... 

cogov .... v&vi t ..... at ... .. 

fitrai .... xofx if «... juaiv 

‘voyjfrwou Tt toiktov otvro 
Tl? ap^ETO) TU IfparraTW TOCfttlu 
B. X7?JoVTat df T>k <TO£X 

Ixvtov, ’AAfjjauJW, xat rroTocfxuv 
xat xA YigovofAOi aVwv Zwo-iv. 

TauTTj? iTuy^oc^q oci myga(pov 

a’mfiuVo tv % E(pi<ru doyuQy 

This 
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• This infeription relates to the dedication of a bu- 
rying-place to Flavianus and his family, laying a fine 
of two thoufand five hundred drachms, payable to the 
facred treafury, on any one who fhould violate it* 
adding,, that the care of this fepulchre is committed 
to Alexander and Potamus, together with the Sheriff 
of the city ; and that a duplicate of it is depofited in 
the archives of Ephefus. 

Tyri a is a modern city, built by the Turks, and 
by no means the ancient Thyatira, in which many tra- 
vellers were miftaken, ’till the true fite of that city 
was at lafl: difeovered, and on which we (hall offer 
fome obfervations in the fequel. I do not deny, but 
Tyria may (land on a fpot where formerly there was a 
town, village, or hamlet of this name, and from 
which the appellation has been continued to this city, 
as the word does not appear to be -of Turkilh 
origin. 

The fituation of Tyria I have already obferved to 
be very pleafant. The valley, at the edge of which 
it Hands, is alfo exceeding fertile. Without the city 
are as beautiful and rich paftures as can any where be 
feen. In this valley are alfo feveral very fertile emi- 
nences •, and on the other fide it is bounded by that 
ridge of mountains, which, in my opinion, was by 
the Ancients called Gallefius , and which, near Ephe- 
fus, is now called Aleman . Modern Geographers have 
taken this for the mountain of Mimas \ but this feems 
a miftake, Mimas being the higheft fummit of Eri- 
threa , or the cape which bounds the gulph of Smyrna, 
and at prefent generally known by the name of Cape 
Calaberno , from the Turkifh word Calaburno^ or black 
nofe. This valley of Tyria being well watered, pro- 
duces great quantities of excellent rice, and the neigh- 
bourhood of Smyrna affords a good market for it. 

W e here met with fingular courtefy and friendship 
from the Aga, with whom one of our company wa$ 
acquainted, and had a bill of exchange on him. . This 

fc Aga, 
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Aga, whofe name was Ufun Mehemet, prefented us . 
with a jar of olives, a box of honey, fome tobacco, 
wine and brandy *, likewife fix Mahremas , or fine 
linnen, veils. He alfo intreated us in the moft friend- 
ly manner to ftay another day, when he was pleafed 
to fay, he would treat us as we deferved, and kill 
two lambs for our entertainment. We, however, 
thought proper to decline his civil offer ; and he was 
fo far from being offended, that he ordered us a guide, 
and another to relieve him on the way. 

Before I leave Tyria I muft obferve, that on the 
day of our arrival here a man and a woman had been 
executed ; the head of the man was feparated from his 
body, and lay on the ground, but the woman conti- 
nued hanging on a tree. Their crimes were theft 
in the former, and proftitution in the latter. 

The day. following, at five in the morning, we fet 
out from our encampment, and travelled through the 
valley north-eaft towards Sardis, and foon after came 
into a delightful, and fertile country. In this fruitful 
track we crofted two rivulets, and in an hour and a 
half the river Cayfter, which we pafled twice. Thus 
we again found ourfelves in the country through which 
the Cayfter ferpentizes in fo entertaining a manner, as 
we had feen near Ephefus. 

This country bordering on the Cayfter is every 
level and fruitful, and we obferved it was better cul- 
tivated than other valleys, equally favoured with the 
bounties of nature. This valley is alfo very full of 
villages, and bounded on both fides by very high 
mountains *, thofe on the right were anciently called 
Mefogyotes, and thofe on the left Tmolus, whofe lofty 
fummits were covered with fnow.. After travelling 
four hours and a half we encamped in a field of clover, 
and near a village. , 

At two. in the afternoon we again purfued our 
journey, being about two, hours journey from the 
foot of mount Tmolus. We paffed through two fmall 
v villages 
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villages (landing on a little river, but we could not find 
any perfon to inform us of it’s name. A little far- 
ther we came into an extenfive grove of olive trees, all 
of them large and flourifhing, greatly exceeding thofe 
in the valley of Smyrna, and we were told, that great 
quanties of oil were carried from hence to that city. 
It was not, however, without reafon, that we were 
furprized as finding fuch multitudes of olive trees 
here, as they are faitl to flourifh only within the reach 
of the fea- winds. But according to our computation, 
we were at no fmall diftance from the fea-fhore •, tho* 
I do not think it impoflible but that the fea breezes 
coming from the neighbourhood of Ephefus, may 
continue along the valley of Cayfter, and thus pene- 
trate hither, where they are intercepted by the moun- 
tains. 

A little before we reached the foot of the 
mountains, we met with a fwarm of locufls, as yet 
not larger than bees, but refembling the common lo- 
cuft, and of a brown colour. Thefe infedls covered a 
very confiderable track of land, but how far they ex- 
tended in breadth, we could not difcem. . When they 
arrive at maturity, and find themfelves ftimulated by* 
the rays of the fummer fun, they lpring into the air,, 
and fly along like a cloud, fettling in the evening, and 
devouring every green thing ; and the next day again 
rife into the air, and continue their progrefs. 

At the foot of this mountain {lands a very pleafant 
little town, the inhabitants of which are the chief pro- 
prietors of the abovementioned olive trees, and adja- 
cent country. Through it runs a rivulet, and from a 
Chriflian Have we underflood, that it’s name was Ca - 
fai. It afforded feveral remains of antiquity, as frag- 
ments of, marble pillars, bafins, ftones of all kinds, 
with antique figures on them, but of which nothing 
could be made. We alfo perceived in the walls. of 
the houfes feveral pieces of marble, but placed without 
any order. On an eminence near it, are (till vifible 
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the riAns of a caftle. From all which circumftances, 
I think this place was the ancient Hyp*p<e y which lay 
beyond Sardis, on the other fide of mount Tmolus, 
and at the foot of it, according to Ovid’s defcription. 
Met. Lib. II. ver. 4. 

T molus in afcenfu clivoque extenfus utroque 
Sardibus bine Mine parvis finitur Hypoepis . 

And perhaps the name itfelf, to wit Capai 9 may be 
the remains of the word Hyp<£p<e. 

Here we began to afeend the mountain of Tmolus, 
now called by the Turks Bozdag , i. e. the fnow 
mountain, it’s fummit being continually covered with 
fnow. It had alfo, on account of it’s height, the epi- 
thets of tempeftuous and windy applied to it, as appears 
from the following lines in Dioqyf. Perieg . ver. 130. 

Mcenia poft has urbes or turn ver Jus prorefta $ 
Tmolo fub ventofo . 

• » 

On the other hand, fome fpots of it were very fa- 
fnous for their excellent wine, a* Virgil tells us, Georg. 

II. ver. 97,98. 

\ 

Sunt enim Amminea vites , firmiffima vina> 

Tmolus adfurgit quibus y £5? Rex ipfe Pban*us y &c. 

And Ovid, Pomp. Lib. IV. Eleg 15, ver. 9. fays 

tf it, 

«> - 

Africa quot Segetes , quot Tmolia terra racemos. 

. And in Met. Lib. VI. ver. 15. 

Deferuere fui Nympha vineta Tmoh. . 


Ain> 
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And again. Met. II. ver. 86. . 

- - - Sui vjneta c Timo!i' i . ’ 

PaRolumque petit. 

. It was aifo famous for it’s faffron, according t<S 
Virgil’s obfervation, Georg. I. ver. 56. 

- - Nome vides , croceos lit Tmolus odore's. 

) 

- t ♦ 1 

In the mean time, our afeent hewn in the rock, 

after the manner of a winding flair-cafe, but deep in 
fome places, proved very fatiguing, though nothing 
when compared to our two days journey over the 
fountain. The afeent took us up two hours, and 
having reached the top, we found ourfelves on a large 
plain* in which were houfes, gardens, meadows, 
iruit-trees, fprings, and a great number of black cattle, 
but not one human creature. We afterwards, how- 
ever, underftood, that the premifes belonged to the 
inhabitants of Capai, and is their fummer refidence, 
retiring hither to avoid the prodigious heat at the foot 
of the mountain, that town facing the fouth and fouth- 
Caft, and confequently is expofed to the violent ray& 
of the fun. 

W e were indeed greatly amazed at the fudderi ah 
teration of the climate, which refembled our being 
tranfported at once from the torrid into the frigid zone. 
The trees were, in general, without leaves, as in win- 
ter, and fome had juft begun to bud ; but the for- 
ward fruit-trees were adorned with blofloms. We 
were obliged to pafs the night here, the coldriefs of 
which was increafed by a very lharp wind, arid to our 
great concern, a very worthy gentleman in our com- 
pany contra&ed an intermitting fever. Our fervants 
took care not to fuffer themfelves, for they made a very 
large fire ; great quantities of wood beirig piled up in 
Vot.I. ' L ' fmna 
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feveral places, and danced all night round it, in fo ex- 
traordinary a manner, that I much queftion, if ever 
this mountain had been before the feene of fuch ex- 
travagant mirth.’ 

The next morning, at fix o’clock, we left our un- 
comfortable camp, and after eroding the mountain en- 
tered a valley of no great breadth, but pleafandy 
bounded on each fide with a ridge of hills covered 
with woods, which, with it’s own beautiful verdure, 
exhibited a delightful feene. After leaving this charm- 
ing valley, we paffed .through two burying- places, 
which fuffidently indicate, that formerly this fpot was 
not deftitute of inhabitants. We now followed the 
ftream of a rivulet, which was prefently increafed 
by feveral fmall ftream s *, but foon after precipitated 
itfelf from a rock intoa fubterranean bafin, and dif- 
appeared. 

We had not, however, loft fight of this, before 
another rivulet appeared, which was foon greatly en- 
larged, and continued it’s courfe near our road thro’ 
this mountainous country to Sardis ; from whence we 
♦ concluded it to be the river Padtolus. I do not doubt 
but the abovementioned rivulet, which we loft fight 
of at the rock, iffues again out of the earth, and 
joins it’s waters with thofe of the Padtolus % and hence 
this river, which wafhed the walls of Sardis, was faid 
to have golden fand •> it’s courfe, for fome time, be- 
ing through the bowels of mount Tmolus. 

The different fpecies of herbs, plants, and trees, 
found among thefe lofty eminences, is almoft infinite, 
efpecially at the end of the mountain, where the va- 
riety of flowers, plants, and trees, is really furprizing, 
and proves a very agreeable entertainment to a lover 
of Botany. Here the valley contradts itfelf, leaving 
only a paffage for the Padtolus, which fometimes lay 
at a great diftance beneath us. The air was every 
‘ where, ib cold, that the rays of the fun, which we 
fometimes enjoyed, were very comfortable, refem- 

bling 
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bling' thofe of the fpring in our own country. This 
chain of mountains may be juftly termed the kitchen* 
garden of the lefier Afia *, and I mud own to have 
been fo delighted with the rich variety it afforded of 
the vegetable kingdom, that I determined, if ever I 
embraced the hermetical life, to make this the place 
of my retirement. 

In our afeent up the mountain from Capai we faw 
great numbers of glittering (tones, full of brilliant 
(pecks relembling gold and filver. We alfo met with 
the fame in our defcent, and even the dull on the 
ground appeared as if impregnated with particles of 
(liver. And this phenomenon, perhaps, gave rife to 
the pompous deferiptions which the Ancients have gi- 
ven of the Padtolus. I alfo diligently fought for a 
vein of very white marble, laid to be in this moun- 
tain, but fortune did fo far favour me as to find it. . 

W e had now a fight of Sardis, which lies at the 
foot of this mountain, in a large and very pleafant 
Valley ; and at fome diftance is a lake, doubtlefs that 
formerly called Gigxan. But having now travelled 
fix hours we thought proper to pitch our tents. 

Before we reached the fpot where ancient Sardis 
flood, we faw at the foot of the eminence, on which the 
caftle of Sardis is built, fix pillars of remarkable beauty. 
They were of the Ionic order, about twenty feet in 
height, and flood at the diftance of twelve feet from 
each other, forming a very grand ruin. The capitals 
were ftill intire, one only excepted, which was fallen 
•down, and another fomething mutilated. On two 
of thefe pillars, and the remainder of a frontifpiece, 
was a tranfverfe done, of fuch enormous weight, that 
it is difficult to conceive how it was poffible to be pla- 
ced at fuch a height. The ground is covered with 
fragments of very large pillars, and on one of them 
< the letters & I. • The done of thefe pillars was the 
fame with that we had feen on the mountain j very 
White, but not equal to marble. 

L 2 
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The Pa&olus flows clofe by thefe pillars, directing 
it’s courle to the city through a narrow valley, bound - 
,'ed on each fide by a chain of hills. When the fnow 
.melts on the mountains the Padtolus becomes a very 
large and rapid river *, but when we were here it’s 
channel was very fmall, and not at all anfwerable to 
the ideas our curiofity had entertained of it, from the 
defcriptions of the Ancients. 

The city of Sardis, once the celebrated capital, and 
the refidence of the opulent kings of Lydia, is now the 
habitation of buffaloes and oxen, great numbers of 
‘which are feen here { Sardis being now reduced to a 
Very mean village, it’s inhabitants, who are all herds- 
men, living in wretched cottages of clay, which do 
not exceed the height of a man : But the large and 
luxuriant vallies in the neighbourhood are well adap- 
ted to the occupation of the inhabitants. 

The great extent and grandeur of the ruins abun- 
dantly fhew, that the ancient Sardis was a large and 
fplendid city. Here we fee the remains of very (tately 
edifices, as palaces, churches, amphitheatres, walls, and 
a great variety of ruins of other buildings. On the 
; wcft fide are the walls of two or three fuperb and 
grand apartments, which, from their appearance, 
feem to have belonged to. a royal palace, the floors 
J ‘ being all fupported by arches, and the angles decora- 
*ted with (tones finely cut*, but the walls themfelves of 
' very hard and large bricks, commonly feen among 
the ruins in thefe countries. 

On the eaft fide are (till (tanding fome pillars, and 

• the remains of another prodigious (trudture, probably 
the cathedral ; for Sardis, alter being the capital of 

* Lydia, and floutifhing under the Greek and Roman 
monarchies, became at laft a Chriftian metropolis. 
On the fouth fide are large ruins, probably thofe of 

’ an amphitheatre, or royal palace. The caftle is fijua- 
’ ted on the top of a hill, which coft us half an hour to 
altpnd. But no more remains of this ancient (truc- 
' + i ture 
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ture than it’s walls, which are of a great thicknefs ; and 
the Ipace withirj them filled with ruins of pillars, &c r • 
'J'hefe walls appear to have been repaired fince great 
part of the city has been demolilhed, as the fragments 
of marble and fltpne pillars, cornices, &c. are Teen in 
them in different places. In the caflle is ftill a roofed 
itru&urc, in which the peafants of Sard, the prefent name' 
of th? place, often fhelter themfelves from the incur- 
Hons of the corfairs. Qn fome flQnes in the caflle 

myalls, y/e met with the following infcription : 

* • . * _ * > 

JHN TftN AIATrnft© 5 HTOIKCjftPIC 
0EN TftN A N C I ft N Kj MTEEPftNEMH 
. JtfftN nAPATnEPEXI* Ta ENAOJftTAT# 
PEO EPE* K@X AlKACTa. ' 

" noC'CICTO TftN APOC TTtN JENA C ' ’ 
NICTH. T. 

* 4 ' I » M ' * « 

. (On another flqne the following: 

a II ANAP IS TE BOKONTIE 
. . ’ ~ IAI2ATE AESTON 

EPTONEOI nAPAniSIN 

T O I A nONHSAMENft 

^ ^ 

« / * 

And on another ftone, clofe to the former, were 
thefe words : 

XABEINO XEEOX. .HNOXgAO XEAE . ... . 

£ N E APXOT KIBT PATH 
KAATAIAN... MATNHXEAN OEENM . XAPMT 
. ' AHX AIIQAAftNIOI . . . 1EXOXEN ■ 

■ XAPETXE A . . . E£ . . . MAKEAftNA AK ~ AI . . , 
POT TOT... KOTNATA XftNlA5 , 
TPKANI £EAft8EN . . XEPAniftN. AO A H 
- ' MOT PTftEIN A . . . XEAftX EN 

AIOTHN HX AIOTENTX THMNHXII HX* AAQEN 

L 3 At 
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At prefent Sardis has not a Angle Chriftian among 
it*s inhabitants *, but is not without a Turkifh mofque, 
the portico of which is decorated with grand antique 
pillars.. Indeed the mofque appears not to be 3 
Turkifh worfc, but a ftrudture of the Greeks, pro- 
bably one of their churches. 

Having gratified our curiofity at Sardis, though 
not without a fenfible concern, to fee that fuperb city 
reduced to fuch a confufed heap of ruins, we conti- 
nued our journey along mount Tmolus, towards 
Doergoetli , and feveral times met with large currents 
of water iffuing from that mountain, and after five 
hours arrived at the town of Doergoetli . 

In riding through this place we found it very wa- 
tery ; one of the ftreets having a rivulet running 
through it from a neighbouring eminence. This place 
is not fituated like the generality of Turkifh towns we 
had feen, at the foot of a mountain, . but in a plain, 
having a large track of land about it, which annually 
produces great quantities of cotton, and is, indeed, 
the chief fupport of this caflaba, a general name gi- 
ven by the Turks to their fmall towns, this place not 
being above half an hour in circuit. It’s inhabitants 
confifl of about two hundred and fifty Greeks, five 
■ hundred Armenians, and one hundred Jews, the reft, 
which form the moft confiderable number, beipg 
Turks. The latter have here three mofques \ the- Ar- 
menians have alfo obtained permiffion to build a 
church, a favour feldom granted, where there was ori- 
ginally no ftru&ure of that kind. 

We encamped near the town on the publick road, 
by which means perfons palling along, and approach- 
ing our guards, were taught by fevere difcipline tp 
keep at a proper diftance, though not the leaft 
complaint was made of it. . In the Armenian bury- 
place we found the two following imperfeft in- 

jcnptjpns. . 
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. TKHAIQ KOTTA 

„2 aaein n or., , . , . 

. a EKT AIATATHS 
.KAPMOT T fl IAISl $IA« 
. ETEPTETH 


And on another (tone was this infcription, but era- 

zed on both fides. 

\ 

...... OS OPAN. 

SZETZ 

' A P MIA I 

ITESK 

TOMN / 

• # 

* 1 

The next day, at three in the morning, we left 
Doergoetliy directing our way to Nymphi . Half an 
hour after our departure we- eroded the river Hermus, 
which is here very broad but fhallow. We now left 
the high road, diredling our courfe towards the moun- 
tains, which feem to extend to Sardis, and was, pro- 
bably, a part of Tmolus. Our motive for ftriking 
out of the road, was, an information we had received* 
that a party of banditti were lurking in it ; and a per- 
fon who had joined us, but continued tq purfue the 
common road, was robbed. 

A t the foot of the mountains we faw a handfome 
village, and beyond it eroded feveral rivulets, by 
which the natural fertility of the foil is delightfully 
improved. At fome di fiance farther we palled thro* 
another village of a good appearance, and at the fame 
time had fight of a fecond on our left-hand. The Si- 
pylus mountains lay on qur right, and flioqnt Maftu* 
iia was hehind us. . 

We now entered the valley of Nymphi, which is 
furrounded by the Sipylus mountains, and fome emi- 
nences, pofiibly a part of mount Mimas * and at the 

- - b 4 foot 
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foot of thefe eminences the town of Nymphi. Thi$ 
valley ^abounds in vineyards, ’ but has very few,* olive 
trees, the fea breezes, which are faid to be neceflary 
to their growth, being intercepted by the mountains 
towards Smyrna. At ten o’clock we reached Nym- 
phi, having fpent above ten hours more than was ne- 
cefiary by the common road. 

*•' Nvmphi, which from it’s name feems to have 
been of Greek origin, is a country-town, and like 
mod in thefe parts, ftands at the foot of a mountain, 
in a moil delightful fltuation, both with regard to the 
valley, which exhibits an inchanting profpt€t of vine- 
yards and paftures, and the mountains, from whence 
iflues a ftream of excellent water, which, after feveral 
mazes and catara&s, enters the valley. The place 
where the above ftream iflues from the mountain ? is 
delightfully fituated ior enjoying the frefh air in fum- 
mer. 

■” 'Nvmphi and it’s environs abound in cherry-trees* 
and a certain fpecies of earth iflues out of the ground^ 
which is carried to Smyrna, and ufed in making foap, 
and thence called foap- earth. 

At four in the afternoon we left Nymphi, purfu-> 
ing our road along the valley, and thus again arrived 
at the village Clavarfiderc, where we were elegantly 
Entertained ‘at the country-feat of a Dutch merchant^ 
and foon vifited by fome of our friends at Smyrna. 
In this village is a fprin'g ifiuing from a rock, which 
In fummer yields a large quantity of water, but is al- 
ways dry in the winter. 1 

The next morning we vifited the village of Adft 
gilar/ where we pitched our tents oppofite to the 
country-feat of the Dutch conful, who received us in 
a very friendly manner; and feveral gentlemen of 
other nations, kindly welcomed our return. After 
dinner we fet out with the company, amounting to 
about fixty horfe,*for Smyrna, * where we fafely arri- 
ved, well plEafed with our journey. f ‘ * 

; ' CHAP. 
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jiccount Gf fomc excurfwn to -Islola Longa, one 
of the Si given ijlands, lying in the gulph of 
Smyrna , and to Partridge if and. 

1 • • f 1 

S OME time after our return to Smyrna, I went 
with Mr Sherard, the Englifh conful, and feveral. 
merchants of that nation, on a party of pleafure, to 
IJIgIci Longa , the largeft of the Agleen iflands *. It 
Jies in the gnlph of Smyrna, between- $ape Calaburna, 
and the water caftle of Smyrna. On one fide of it is 
the harbour of Fogia, and on the other, Yourla bay, 
in which are feveral fmall iflands. 

In about fix hours a favourable breeze brought us, 
very early in the morning, to a fmall harbour in Iflola 
Longa, and on the fliore we obferved heaps of ftones, 
traces of jpufes, and two wells with buckets, which we 
confidered as hire indications that here was formerly a 
town or village ; and what confirmed us in this opi- 
nion were two edifices, one built againft the fide of a 
hill, w r hich is of the fame height with the building, 
and with the top of it forms a terras. 

4 1 This flru&ure is built on live rows of fquare pil- 
lars, .of a grey or whitifli flone but the workmanfliip 
very indifferent. Each row confifts of twenty-four 
* pillars, and the length of the whole building one hun- 
dred and fifty 6f my common paces, and forty in 
breadth. It had been inclofed within a thick wall, 
without the lead appearance of any gate. And to this 
day the walls are (landing, except fome part of that 
before the front, where there are feveral breaches in it, 
and five of the abovementioned pillars are thrown 

j i f*! - • * * 

* They are faid to derive their name from an Englifh piratfe, 
who, about one hundreTand fifty years ago, made tins ifiand his 
retreat, and fortified it for his defence. 

* « -dpwn. 
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down, pofiibly by the fhocks of an earthquake. 
Near the wall are fome canals, fupported by eight 
arches. 

These circumftances induce me to think, that 
this was formerly a cittern for pfeferving water, the 
above canals conveying the rain that fell in the winter 
into it from the adjacent eminences, there being no 
rain here for three or four months in fummer, when 
this refervoir of water ferved for a fupply. 

Near this edifice is another of the fame form, but 
not above half as large, and great part of it buried 
under the earth. It Hands a few paces nearer the fea, 
but c'lofe to the high land. This building is difeern- 
able only by an iperture made in it’s roof, and thro* 
which our fervants entered to fetch water but foon 
i*eturned, the place being every where full of earth, 
and foul water. They, however, perceived, that this 
building had only two rows of pillars, of the fame 
architecture as the former ; but it was fo dark that 
they could not compute the number, or perceive how 
far this fubterranean grotto reached. But the build- 
ing has not the lead elevation above the ground, being 
perfectly level with it, and to be found only by the 
abovementioned entrance. 

* This ifiand, which, from it’s appearance from 
Smyrna, has been called Longa, is about thirty miles 
in circuit > it is mountainous and hilly, but the va U 
lies fruitful. It abounds with a great variety of plants, 
among which were many very curious, and therefore 
could not efcape fo expert a Botanift as the conful. 
It has alfo great numbers of rabbets, hares, and the 
like, of which we every day fhot a great number. It 
affords no high trees, but is every where covered with 
fmall fhrubs, among which we obferved myrtles and 
lentilks. Several fields were covered with Lolium hor 
deum fpurium , and Steriles Averts a fufficient proof, 
that formerly corn was fown there. 
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This ifiand is at prefent uninhabited, but com- 
monly ufed as a place for filhing or hunting by the 
gentlement on the continent. Large flocks of fheep * 
and goats are kept here, but we faw only four horfes 
and two afles, on the whole ifland. During our ftay 
here it rained every day, which in thefe parts is fome- 
thing extraordinary : and this hindered us from ma- 
king a farther progrefs, as we at firft intended, parti- 
cularly of vifiting feveral places on the continent. 

In our return we went on fhore in another of thefe 
iflands, called by the Englifh Patridge- ifland, from 
the great number of thofe birds found in it. But as 
it was nearly the fame with the Iflola Longa, we con- 
tented ourfelves with a fuperficial view of it: . It is 
fmaller than the former, and alfo uninhabited. 

We likewife vifited the bay qf Vourla , and took a 
furvey of it’s rocks and iflands. On the fhore we 
faw a large village, which our Janizary, called Kilif - 
man , whence I concluded, that it flood near the 
remains of the celebrated Clazomene *, and was the 
more confirmed in my opinion, from being told, that 
large ruins of walls, and firu6tures, are (till to be feen 
there. We did not, however, go afhore, but continued 
our courfe, and a fine breeze brought us in five hours 
to Smyrna. • 

1 * ' • , 

* Clazomene, according to Paufanias, in Achaia , Cap. 3. was, 
during the profperity of Greece, a moil beautiful city. It flood 
on a peninfula, and was, by the Ionians, fortified at an ixnmenfe 
charge, that it might refift the attacks of the Perfians. Yet nei- 
ther this city, Ionia, nor even alj Greece, were able to defeat the 
attempts of Cyrus. 
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' ' • CHAP. XII. 

Voyage from Smyrna to Constantinople,' 

. with an accowit of fome places and iflands y par- t 

. ticular Mitelene, Tenedos, the continent of 

* .Troy, &c. • . ’ 

* • 

, • • 

S OON after our return to Smyrna, a pleafing op- 
portunity offered of vifiting Conflantinople, in' 
company with the bifhop of Carthage, who was going 
to that city, to take pofieffion of his apoftolical 
office. 

We were both inclined to go by fea, and after ex- 
preffing my acknowledgments to the conful, and other 
friends at Smyrna, for their great civilities, we emr. 
barked on board a fmall Turkiffi veffel, which had 
befides us fcveral other paffengers, and was very deep- 
ly laden. ; But being well provided with all kinds of 
provifions, we feemed the lefs anxious about enjoying 
any pleafures in the captain’s cabin. 

Nothing can certainly exceed the profpe&from 
Smyrna bay, the hills being covered with fig trees, 
vines, and olive-trees *, and as we lay here fome time 
wind-bound, we conftantly, every day, walked on 
the fhore, where we gathered grapes, melons, and 
figs, without any obftru&ion, and rendered ourfelves 
very agreeable to the Turks, by fitting and fmoaking 
vdth them under a tree. During thefe walk? I met 
with two marble columns, on one of. which was a 
crofs, but fomething damaged, and from hence I con- 
jectured, that here was formerly a Chriftian church. 
Near thefe columns is a fine fpring, the waters of 
which are ufed by the Turks in their ablutions. 

The wind (till confined us in this bay, for the 
Turks are but very indifferent feamen, being averfe 
to failing in the night-time, and their heart fails them 
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at the leaft gale of wind. Our vefiel, though fmaller 
than that 1 came in to Smyrna, carried thirty-five 
men, and even fo large a number were hardly able to 
work her. The failors, like the reft of the Turks, 
are very (till on board, their lole delight being fmoak- 
ing and drinking of coffee. They alfo wafh themfelves 
very often, in conformity to the precepts of their reli- 
gion ; but it is alfo a moft excellent cuftom for pre- 
serving their health. 

Among our paflengers were two Turkilh women, 
the nails of whofe fingers were ftained red, after the com- 
mon praftice of the Turkifh ladies. This fome think to 
be done by way of ornament, fome to defend the tops 
of their fingers from the cold, and others confider it 
as a mark of diftin&ion, like that of circumcifion in 
men. But be this as it may, the red colour ufed for 
this purpofe is fo adhefive as not eafily to be oblitera* 
ted ; it is made from the root of an herb called Cna± 
or Alkenet, macerated in wine. 

At laft we failed ; but contrary winds foon obli- 
ged us to put into port, which proved to be a harbour 
of Mitelene or v Lefbos. This ifland is celebrated for 
the birth of many heroes and fages, particularly the 
poetefs Sappho, whofe buft, according to fome writers* 
was (truck on the current coin of Mitelene, the capital 
of this ifland. That fpecies of verfe called Sapphic, is 
faid to have taken it’s name from this famous poetef 9 , 
.to whom alfo the mellifluous cadence of her poetry, 
procured the name of the tenth mule.. . ; . -i 

Alcaeus a Greek poet, who gave name to the AL- 
cadc verfe, was alfo a native of Lefbos. 

Mitelene lies about feven leagues from the con- 
tinent of Phrygia •, is pretty large, fruitful, and well 
cultivated, abounding in excellent wheat and olives, 
and it’s figs are the beft of any produced in the whole 
.Archipelago. , It’s wines alfo are excellent, and, ac- 
cording to the poets, was endowed with fo valuable a 
quality, that exedfive draughts of it,, incited. people 
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only to mirth, and not to rage. Horace and Virgil 
have often praifed the wines of this ifland, the for- 
mer exprefles himfelf in the following manner *. 

Hie innocentis pocula Lejbii 
Duces fub umbra . 

And the latter -f* 

1 

Hon eadem arboribus pendet vindemia nojlris 
Quam Methymn^o carpit de palmite Lejbos . 


' But notwithftanding thefe authorities, it muft be 
owned, that the wine produced at prefent in this 
ifland, is not equal to what might be expedled. The 
caufe of this difference is imputed to the many altera- 
tions the ifland has undergone from earthquakes, tha # 
poflibly it may be owing, partly at lead, to an im- 
perfeft cultivation of the vineyards. It is certain, 
that were the Chriftians matters of this ifland, it would 
foon make a different appearance. The goodnefs of 
this wine was alfo rendered famous by the following 
tranfaftion. Ariftotle being at the point of death, a 
conteft arofe among his difciples, who fhould fucceed 
•that eminent philofopher. Some declared for Menede- 
mus of Rhodes ; and others for Theophraftus of Lett 
bos. But as they could not agree among themfelves, 
it was unanimoufly refolved to leave the decifion tp 
Ariftotle himfelf, who ordered fome Lefbian and Rho-* 
dian wines to be brought to him, and having tatted 
both with great attention, delivered himfelf in the 
following manner, Utrumque oppido bonurti, fed vSim 0 
Ai <r&o?, that is, “ Both wines are very good, but the 
Lefbian is the more agreeable.” Intimating thereby, 
that he by no means defpifed Menedemus, though he 


* Lib. I. Od.. 1 7. 

+ G«org. Lib. II. ver. 89, 90. . 
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preferred Theophraftus ||. Theophraftus is (till confi- 
dered as an eminent philofopher, on account of a fmall 
treatife, in which he has given a mafterly defcription 
of the manners of men and the inhabitants of Lefbos 
boafted greatly of having fo excellent a perfon born 
among them. But how highly foever they might va-r 
lue themfelves on this, and other eminent philofo- 
phers, being natives of their ifland, they at length 
became fo infamous for voluptuoufnefs and debauche- 
ry, that it became a proverbial faying *, to exprefs a 
man of a diffolute life. He lives like an inhabitant of 
Lefbos. 

This ifland alfo abounds with fheep, and on the 
mountains are a great number of pines, whence they 
extra# pitch. Here are alfo large quantities of excel*- 
lent timber. The horfes of Lefbos are fmall, but 
very ftrong and fwift, running up and down the Tides 
of the mountains with furprizing agility. 

In the year 1355, the emperor Calo Johannes gave 
this ifland as a portion with his After to Johannes Ca- 
talufius, a Genoefe, in recompence for his valour, and 
the many acceptable fervices he had performed in the 
war againft the Turks *, and his fuccefiors enjoyed it 
many years, ruling it with mildnefs and equity, and 
keeping up a good underftanding with the emperors 
of Trebezond. But at laft the Turks having madv 
themfelves matters of the neighbouring continent, 
laid on it an annual tribute of four thoufand ducat$. 
And afterwards Dominicus Catalufius, it’s laft prince, 
having murdered his own brother, was taken in 1462, 
and ftrangled by Mahomet the great, and the ifland 
fell totally under the dominion of the Turks. 

The capital of this ifland, called MItelene, is very 
commodioufly fituated on a peninfula, in a very health- 
ful air. It appears from the fea more beautiful than 
Smyrna, having two harbours, one on the fouth, and 

f| Aul. Gell. Lib. XIII. cap. 5. 

* See Suidas in voce AiffCieau 
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the other on the north fide of the city. On an emi- 
nence is an did caftle built by the Genoefe, command- 
ing the city ; and at the foot of the mountains, to the 
eaft of the town* are ftill the remains of another, but 
fmaller caftle. The city is aho populous, efpecially 
in Greeks, which exceed even the Turks in number. 
The bazar , or market-ftreet, is of a great length, ex- 
tending from one harbour to the other, and is well 
Supplied with all the neceffaries of life. 

AFrench conful, and a Dutch vice-conful refide 
here. Indeed molt of the veffels frequenting this port 
are French tartanes for oil, of which no lels than fe- 
venty thouland quintals are, fome years, brought hi- 
ither from thfe different parts of the ifland. 

Here are ftill feveral pieces of antiquity, but mofr 
ly in a ruinous condition. A bath* however* afforded 
me the following infcription. 


ABOAAA KAI O AAMOS AlfAON KAftALQN 
iXEPENNl ANQN XTPOTAjTHSANTA ArNXIS 
KAI E? XTAQEnS EN KAIPOIS F.IIIMEAIAX 
AETOMENOIE TONEIPEA KAI APXEIPEA 
KAI AOriON IIPITANIN ArONOOE TANENf 
ENI ATTO IIEIIAIPOKONTA AAIKAI. TANENTA 
UPHTA IIATPIAI KAI NAI O KOPO JTEPtrAMHN 
.NON TON XTNrENAION nOAEI TANEnONTMON , 
Am BA2IAEON nPI TANHNA NEKTENEOX AIA 
AENOrrOI XTA2A2IAX BAAONOIX ANEAQrHXE 

•w • * 

W e purchafed at Mitelene excellent figs, and water- 
melons, which at Smyrna are called angouri •, all the' 
‘environs of this capital, confiftingof gardens laid out 
.in the Turkifh tafte, with wells in feveral places for 
watering the grounds, as in Spain. The women do 
not want beauty, though we only faw them through 
the lettices in the balconies ; but the Turkilh women 
of any rank' never appear. We vifited the Greek 
church, which*, confidering the country, is not mean, 

for 
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lor it would be imprudent to affeft much ornament in 
their churches for tear of the Turks. At the entrance 
I happened to caft my eyes upon a kind of marble 
chair, having at the ends of the two arms eagles headsj 
but badly preferved. 1 was told* that this chair was 
formerly u led by the princes of Mitelene ; but our in- 
terpreter was of opinion, that it had flood there ever 
fince the time of St Helena. 

Here we waited upon Selim Mufelhim, deputy- ‘ 
governor of the town, the Pafcha refiding chiefly at 
Smyrna, where he has a large eftate. He had invited us 
at our firft arrival, and we thought proper to comply 
with his requeft. His houfe, befides being one of the 
fineft in the city, had an elegant profpedt of the har- 
bour. In thefe vifits the Turks and Chriftians fit 
crofs-legged, oppofite to one another, which to me, 
who cannot boaft of the fupplenefs of my joints, was 
not a little uneafy. The ufual treat every where con- 
lifts of a pipe of tobacco, fherbet, and coffee. The 
Turks never fpit when they fmoak, but are ftrangert 
to ceremonies and complaifance ; for all their faluta- 
tions confift in laying the hand on the breaft ; and to 
people of inferior rank, by dropping the hand a little. 
The chief garment of Selim Mufelhim, though a 
perfon of rank, was a doliman, or robe of fine 
cotton. 

We next vifited the hill on which the caftle ftands, 
where we were (hewn into a garden belonging to a 
dervife, and were there entertained in the ufual man- 
ner. This Turk lived in a very retired manner ; and 
in converfation with us, faid, that he believed Chrift 
was born of a virgin - 9 that he was a great faint, and 
at the fame time a prophet endowed with the fpirit of 
God. We were very glad that he did not afk us 
what we thought of Mahomet, as we fhqukl have 
found it difficult to have returned him a civil anlwer, 
without injuring the truth. From this place we went 
through the market, .where we found all the neceffa- 
V o l . I\ JVt fieS: 
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ries of life remarkably cheap ; beef was only one pert- 
ny a pound ; and the largeft water-melon might be 
purchafed for two pence. 

About a day’s journey from the capital is another 
epifcopal fee called Caloni, where the bifhop has a ve- 
ry elegant caftle and convent. This dignity he pur- 
chafed at the price of five and twenty purfes, each be- 
ing equal to five hundred piafters. One part of thefe 
purchafes go to the patriarch of Conflantinople, and 
the other to the Grand Vizier. And, on the other 
hand, every Papa , or prieft, pays the bifhop, a cer- 
tain tax for his ordination. 

Having feen every thing curious in Mitelene, and 
taken our leave of the conful, we returned on board. 
All jfhips that load here pay the conful fix piafters, 
and two per cent on all goods or merchandize. The 
.prieft alfo receives two piafters from every veflel. 

After failing from Lefbos we coafted along the 
JMofconifi iflands, fome of which are inhabited. One 
Of them, I particularly obferved, was finely planted 
With olive-trees. Behind thefe iflands alfo is very good 
Anchorage. Thefe iflands, about the clofe of the laft 
century, were the retreat of one George, a famous 
Venetian pirate, and the terror of the whole Archipe- 
lago. But at laft renouncing all dependance on the 
Venetian power, he was defeated by the Turks, and 
ended his life in a prifon at Venice. Though others 
tell us, that after faftening a pederero round his neck 
he leaped into the fea, to avoid falling into the hands 
of the Turks. 

At fome diftance from thefe iflands we paffed the. 
ftreight which feparates the ifland of Mitelene from 
the continent, and coafted along cape Baba , as it is 
called by the Turks, from a dervife or Baba , buried 
there, and who always gave the Turks intelligence 
when any rovers were in the neighbouring feas. This 
cape is very dangerous, on account of fudden fqualls 
from the mountains. In pafilng by it with a fair 

- •* wind. 
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wind, the Turks, out of refpedt to the memory of the 
above faint, throw pieces of bread into the fea, tho* 
they fee them immediately carried away by a fpecies 
of fea-fowl common in thefe parts : and the more de- 
vout among them add to this offering a prayer, for 
the happinefs of his foul. At length the wind taking 
us very fhort, and the current running ftrong againft 
us, we were obliged to come to an anchor in the chan- 
nel, between the ifland of. Tenedos and the coaft of 
Troy. 

Tenedos is an ifland about ten leagues in circum- 
ference, at no great diftance from the continent, and 
only two leagues from the ancient Troy ; according 
Virgil: ' 

. Eft in conjpettu T enedos, notijftma fama 

Infula , dives opum y Priarni dum regna manebant : 

Nanc tantum fmus , £s? ftatio male fida carinis. 

• - ** 

, * 

The capital of this ifland, called alfoTenedo, lies 
between two eminences, on each of which is a caftle. 
The town itfelf has the appearance of an amphitheatre, 
and was formerly famous for it’s earthen ware, which 
gave rife to the phrafe Tenedia Vafta \ but at prefent 
the chief trade confifts in it’s mufcadel wines, which 
are indeed excellent. • 

The continent on the coaft of Troy is very low, 
but it’s verdure makes an agreeable appearance. It is 
Variegated with feveral tumuli, from whence Ovid faid 
of Troy, 

- - Sic magna fuit cenfuqiie virifque y 

Perque decern potuit tantum dare fanguinis annos , ' 

Nunc humilis Vetcres tantummodo T roja ridnas t 

Et pro divitiis tumulos oftendit avorum. 

* • 

• • * * • — 

i , 

And Lucan, Lib. IX. p. m/ 304. 

M 2 ' Jam*. 
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Jam Sylvie fteriles , iff putres robore trunci 
: AJfaraci prejfere domos , L? templa Deorum 
• lajfa radice tenent *, /$/# teguntur 

Pergama Dumetis. 

: The tumuli, however now feen, never belonged 
to the celebrated city of Troy, but to fome other 
towns or villages built there long fince that time. 

The country is naturally fruitful, the neceflaries of 
life very cheap, and under a free government would 
be doubtlefs cultivated to great advantage. Here are 
fclfo oaks producing acorns, uied in making ink and 
water-colours. 

Near this ifland lies alfo that of Lemnos, called 
alfo Stalimene, from whence we have the Terra figil- 
lata, whofe virtues the Ancients aferibed to the fall of 
Vulcan . 

We next palled by th z Samandrachi iflands, anci- 
ciently known by the name of Samothracia , and Em - 
bra. They are wholly inhabited at prefent by Greek 
peafants •, and on the mountains were prodigious num- 
bers of wild goats. Here we had alfo a diflant view 
of mount Athos *, and foon after we entered, with a 
favourable wind, the famous ftreight of the Helle- 
fpont, which feparates Europe from Afia ; and parti- 
cularly Afia from Phrygia, failing clofe under the 
walls of the new caftle, erected on the European fide^ 
and in which we counted lixteen pieces of cannon, 
placed level with the water’s edge, but without carri- 
ages, and the embrafures fo remarkably large, that 
they appeared like liable doors. Oppofite to it, on 
the Allan fide, is another cattle, the intermediate 
ipace being about four miles, fo that fhips with a fa- 
vourable wind, may pafs between them, without any 
apprehenfion from their cannon. Thefe cattles are 
nothing more than thick wall* and fome bulwarks of 
Very little ftrength. * 

; •. Soo.v 
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* Soon after we came to the two old caftles, proper- 
ly called the Dardanels, of the fame architecture as 
the former, but no more than two miles diftant from 
each other. ■ . 

These four caftles refemble large villages, or fmall 
towns •, and in that on the Afiatick fide are guns of. 
amazing dimenfions, the balls being twenty-eight 
inches in diameter, and equally remarkable for being' 
made of a grey granite, though not fo beautiful as, 
that of Fgypt, and dug from a quary near the fuppo- 
fed ruins of Troy. The caftle on the European fide, 
befides it’s want of ftrength, is commanded by a 
mountain, on the declivity of which it is built. 

In the village on the Afian fide, lives the French 
conlul, who, befides an annual falary of four hundred 
and twenty Piafters, every French vefiel pafiing thefe 
(freights pays him eight piafters. At this caftle the 
Chriftian (hips coming from Conftantinople are fearch- 
ed for (laves. The adjacent country is very pleaiant 
and fruitful, but badly cultivated. On the left fide 
of the caftle is a rivulet •, and a coarfe kind of earthen 
ware is made in the village. Here is alfo made a con- 
fiderable quantity of oil for exportation ; but the air 
is none of the beft, fo that we thought proper not to 
continue long here. 

About four miles from the Dardanels, we pafTed 
by a (mail town called Meita, fituated on the declivi- 
ty of a moijntain near the fea, and chiefly inhabited 
by Greeks. This town lies in the diocefe of Galli- 
poli. The coafts on both fides of this channel are 
well peopled, and the villages ( land pretty thick for 
three or four miles up the country ; fo that the pro- 
JpeCte are every where very delightful. 

On our entering the fmall harbour of Gallipoli we 
perceived on the foqth fide, at about feven miles di- 
ftant, a very large village called Lampei, the ancient 
Lampafcum, where was once worfhipped the idol 
us ; but is nmy fo far from retaining any mark*; 

' M3 of 
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of it’s ancient fplendor, that it is remarkably poor and 
mean, furrounded with heaps of ruins, among which 
are fome infcriptions, but almoft obliterated by time. 
The wine, however, {till retains it’s ancient excel- 
lence, for which Xerxes made a prefent of this place 
to Themiftocles, to furnifh him with wine. Here 
are (till the remains of an old caille. 

In thefe parts we every where meet with dervifes, 
who flock round you with paultry prefents, in hopes 
of procuring fomething more valuable. On our land- 
ing at Gallipoli I obferved the remains of two arfenals 
built by the Genoefe, and alfo of a caftle (landing on 
an eminence, and commanding both the harbour and 
the town. Within the place are about one hundred 
and fifty Armenian houfes, three hundred Jewifh, and 
fome thoufands Turkifti. A few years ago the pow- 
der in the caftle magazine took fire *, by which acci-r 
dent the caftle, and feveral houfes were demolifhed, 
and above eight hundred perfons buried in the ruins. 

We next came in fight of the iflands of Marmora, 
oppofite to an European place called Cierkcin , about 
a mile from which are mineral waters and baths. 
Some miles farther, near the fea of Marmora, we faw 
a town, by the Turks called Tikkerdajge, but by the 
Greeks Rudofto, or Rhodofto, though it’s ancient 
name was Bifantho. It appeared to me fomething 
larger than Gallipoli.. The inhabitants are computed 
at about fifteen thoufand ; and the Jews have two fy- 
nagogues. The Armenians boaft of having in their 
church, a miraculous image of our Saviour, which 
draws great numbers of thofe people hither to be cured 
of their difeafes. * 

After paffing Capo di Ccrbo , we faw on a fmall 
eminence projecting into the fea, a large village called 
Reile, faid to be the ancient Perinthus. It has two 
harbours, but of no great depth. Here I faw a dexte- 
rous manner of fifhing: one perfon held a lighted 
torch in his hand, and the other a kind of trident, 

* with 
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with which he (truck the fifli on their approaching the 
light. 

Some hours more brought us to Selivie, the anci- 
ent Selimbria, (landing on an eminence forming a 
promontory in the fea. Jt has a good harbour for 
imall vefiels, and the bazar, or market -ftreet, is in 
the fuburbs. Here are alfo a great many remains of 
antiquity. We alfo paffed by feveral (mail towns and 
villages, whofe trade confifts of leather, earthen ware, 
wine, cotton, filk, fruits, &c. and the coaft every 
where is well cultivated, and yields a delightful pro- 
fpeft. 

In the evening we reached St Stephano, a fmall 
village, where the French ambaflador has a country- 
feat, the neighbouring parts being well adapted to 
hunting. Here we were received with great polite- 
nefs, and after fpending the night in his houfe, we 
purfued our voyage to Pera, one of the fuburbs erf* 
Conftantinople. The fight of this auguft city, and 
it’s environs, is really enchanting, efpecially when 
viewed from the fea, (hips being continually entering 
the harbour either from the Black or Mediterranean 
fea. From the feven towers, to the point of the Se- 
raglio, is at lead three leagues ; beyond which the old 
city extends itfelf to a great diftance along the har- 
bour; and on the oppofite fide are the fuburbs of 
Pera, Gallata, &c. And the whole coaft is covered 
with buildings, which, at a diftance, form the mod 
pleafing profpedt that can poflibly be imagined. 

At our arrival here our baggage was fearched, but 
with great civility. Here alfo I accompanied my fel- 
low-traveller the biftiop to the Francifcan convent, 
he being of that order, and partook of a chearful re- 
pad with the fathers. They call the Dutch ambafia- 
dor their patron, being indeed under the proteftion of 
Holland, and have over the convent door the arms. of 
the .States. I next waited on the D\$ch ambai&dor 

M \ count 
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count Collier., at his fine feat in Pera, who was pleafed 
to make me an offer of his houfe. 

After paying my refpedt to the ambaffador, I 
waited on the gentleman to wjiom I had letters of cre- 
dit, and to my furprize found his daughter drefied in 
the Tprkifli manner. 

I should now proceed todefcribe the city of Con- 
ftantinople ; but (hall previoufiy give the reader an 
account of a journey I made at another time from 
Smyrna to Conftantinople by land. 


CHAP. XIII. 

- » 

gurney from Smyrna to Constantinople; 
with accounts of the intermediate places , parti- 
cularly Magnesia ad Sipylum, Akissar, 
or the ancient TwYAjikA, Lubat, Brus t 
SA, &C. t 

* 

I Left Smyrna in company with M. P. de la Fon- 
taine, attended by a Janizary and two fervants. 
All of well mounted, and armed with carbines, 
piflols, fabres, &c. and dreffed after the manner of 
the country. We had the honour of being accompa- 
nied by the Dutch conful, and many Dutch, Englifh, 
and French merchants, as far as Adfgilar, a fmall vil- 
lage, about half an hour from Smyrna, and where 
fbme of the Dutch merchants have country -houfes. 
Six of thefe gentlemen continued with us, intending 
to fee us as far as Magnefia. 

The next day, being the nineteenth of May, we 
fet out early in the morning, and firft afeended the 
mountains, from whence we had a delightful profpedt 
of the city of Smyrna, the mountains of Coryeus, 

now 
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#iow called the two brothers and three lifters, and th? 
delicious valley of Smyrna, covered with wines, fig, 
and olive trees. 

The mountain we firft afeended is called Cordilien, 
and extends to the fmall town of Menimen, lying about 
three hours from Smyrna, on a creek of it*s gulph, 
and from whence a large trade is carried on in fmall 
barks. 

1 • . 

The hills on the other fide are called Tartalis, and 
extend to the valley of Nymphi, fo called from the 
town of Nymphi, of which a defeription has already 
been given. 

This mountain appears to be the fame with that 
called by the Ancients Maftufia. We found the alcent 
very fatiguing, but having reached the top we left 
the village of Palamouth on the left hand. The coun- 
try here is hilly, but very pleafant and fruitful. About 
two hours farther we faw on our right-hand a village 
galled Kakkity, where the valley of Nymphi is ter- 
minated by this mountain. 

Here we again afeended the mountains, after crof- 
fing a fmall plain inclofed by them. Thefe mountains 
are very lofty ; and by reafon of feveral rocks and 
precipices, much more dangerous than the former. 
f The Ancients called this chain of mountains Sipylus, 
being the place where the ceremonies were performed 
in honour of the goddefs Cybele, called alfo Sypilene. 
It was alfo called the thunder mountain, on account of 
thunder being more frequent there than on any other 
part of Afia.' This mountain is alfo faid to have been 
the refidence of Tantalus *, king of Meonia. 

On 

* Tantalus king of Mponia, was the fon of Tmolus, king of 
Tybia, though others will hjm to be the fon of Jupiter and the 
nymph Plota. The poets have left us this fi&ious account of him : 
That having once invited the gods to an entertainment, and being 
defirous of knowing, whether they were acquainted with the fe- 
crct tranfa&ions of men, ferved up among other dilhes, one made 
of his fon Pelops, whom he had murdered. Cut the gods, aware 
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On the fummit of this mountain we had again % 
delightful, and variegated profped, of hills, vallies, 
and plains, interfperled with cottages ; and in the 
lower grounds we faw a rivulet which precipitated it- 
felf through a cleft of the rock into the large valley, 
and afterwards joined the river Hermus. 

of the unnatural deception, refufed to touch it, Ceres only excep- 
ted, who from grief for the rape of her daughter Proferpine, and 
extreme hunger, eat one of the Ihoulders. 

The gods commiferating the deplorable fate of prince Pelops, 
reftored him to life, and inftead of the fhoulder that had been 
eaten Jupiter gave him one of ivory, which was afterwards the ge- 
nuine mark of all the descendants of Pelops ; but Tantalus, for ha- 
ving polluted the feaft of the gods by the murder of his fon, was 
call into hell ; where, amidft an affluence of delicious fruits and 
water* he is tortured with an eternal hunger and thirfl : the fruits 
hanging at his mouth, and the wa*er which reach to his very lips, 
retire from him whenever he attempts to ufe them, bee OdyJJ .' a. 
ver. 581. 

To this ft&ion fome add, that a great flone is fufpended over 
his head, and at every motion to eat and drink, falls on it. Ovid; 
Lib. I* Fafi . & Cicero, Lib. IV. Tufc. Quaeft. cap. xvi. 

This poetical fi&ion, relating to the punilhment of Tantalus, is 
varioufly conftrued ; fome think the Ancients intended to reprefent 
by it, rich mifers, which opinion is countenanced by the following 
lines in Horace, Lib. I. Sat. I. ver. 69. 

Tantalus a labris Jitiens fugientia captat 

Flutnitia ; quid rides ? mutato nomine de ts 

Fabula narratur. 

\ • 

Or as Petronius Arbiter fays, 

. * • 

Nec bibit inter aquas , nec poma patentia carpit 
Tantalus infelix , quests fua <votat premunt . 

Di<vitis hast vtagni facies erit , omnia late 
Qui tenet y Cf Jtcco concoquit ore fametn. 

Other explanations may be feen in Banier’s Mytbolog. Tome V* 
Lib. iv. cap. xix. pag. 196, And Epiphanius, in Ancorato, pag. 
577. who from this imaginary punifhment infers, that the Heathens 
were not totally ignorant, that both the fouls and bodies of the 
wicked (hall hereafter bd punifhed in hell. * 

This 
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This rivulet, which by degrees is confiderably in- 
creafed, is probably the Amnis Pbrygius or Hyllus> 
mentioned by Strabo, Lib* XIII. pag. 626. Vol. 2. 

Near this river, on a deep and lofty precipice, 
we met with an accident which might have been at- 
tended with melacholy confequences, for the horfe of 
the conful’s interpreter (tumbling could not raife itfelf, 
but finding it began to lean towards the precipice, he 
threw himfelf off, and had the good fortune to fall 
upon a fhrub, which in all probability faved his life ; 
the horfe alfo was recovered, though with great diffi- 
culty, fo that we purfued our journey, but not with- 
out being terrified with the frightful dangers we had 
efcaped. 

In our defcent from the mountains we palled thro* 
a chafm, into the fpacious and fmooth plains of the ri- 
ver Hermus, which we had already feen at a diftance, 
direfting our courfe by the foot of mount Sipylus, 
along a broad and pleafant road * which in about half 
an hour from the laid mountain .brought us to Mag- 
nefia, by which we found that this city lies about five 
hours from Adfgilar. 

In the city of Magnefia we were offered a.fopha 
chamber, (tabling for our horfes ? and accommoda- 
tions for our fervants, which we readily accepted of, 
being very glad to exchange a forry kane for a very 
convenient houfe. 

The perfon who made us this generous offer was 
a Greek, had formerly lived with Franks at Smyrna, 
and perfonally knew fome of the company* Our firft 
bufiriefs was to wait vipon the Effendi Solyman, a per- 
fon of very good • fenfe, and greatly refpe&ed in this 
country. Befides tobacco, coffee, rofe-water, and 
perfumes, of which his entertainment confided, h$ 
converfed' with us in a very friendly and chearful 
manner. » . .. 

Magnesia, anciently Magnefia ad Sipylum, to 
diftinguiffi it from another Magnefia, fituated on the 

banks 
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banks of the Meander in Caria, at prefent known by 
the name of Jufelhifar, is now called Manaflia or 
Magnefa, and Hands at the foot of the mountain Sipy-- 
lus, extending a confiderable diftance up it’s acclivity. 
It is a very handfome Turkifh city, and has more ex- 
ternal remains of grandeur than Smyrna itfelf. The 
ftreets are alfo remarkably broader, and decorated 
with feveral beautiful mofques, among which are two 
of royal foundation, each having two minarets. It 
has alfo fome (lately houfes and kanes. 

Here are alfo the ruins of a Seraglio, which from 
being a nurfery for princes of the imperial family, is now 
the defolate abode of owls and fwallows. This city 
has likewife a mad-houfe ; but notwithftanding Mag- 
neiia is very large and populous, not a fingle patient 
was confined in it. In the area of this ftru&ure fome 
peacocks were let out, thinking ,the fight of thefe 
birds was a novelty to us ; and on our afking what 
they might be worth, we were told fo large a fum, as 
feemed ‘ to favour of the place to which they be- 
longed. 

We likewife faw here the remains of two divans, 
and nearer to the mountains, a convent of religious 
Turks, called dervifes, whofe principal devotion 
confifts in turning round their bodies with furprizing 
velocity. 

We were not fuffered to enter the royal mofques 
it being Friday *, but through the windows we faw* 
in the fouth part, a Kibbeleth, or oratory ; and oppo- 
iite to it, on the north fide, a pulpit with marble 
Heps. Thefe mofques are indeed the principal ftruc- 
tures, and feem to have . been originally Chriftian 
churches* • The fonts in the areas are alio of marble, 
together with the flight of Heps leading to the mofqye. 
On one of them I obferved a Qreek infcription ; but 
the following words were all that were legible, 

* f’ » t ^ f A. j 

■ \ ...}LAyZh?V 2 E BAST ft. . 

' Here 
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Here is ftill a fmall Greek church, for the few 
Chriftians now remaining in this city * but they do 
not amount to above one hundred families, nor under- 
ftand any other language than the Turkifli. 

The mountain, on the acclivity of which Mggne- 
fia is built, is remarkably high and deep, and was for- 
merly famous for magnets, or load-dones, and pro- 
bably from thence derived it’s name ; or poflibly the 
word magnet had it’s origin from Magnefia, as Lapis 
Lydius from Lydia, and Heraclius from Heraclea, a. 
city of Lydia, The eminence fituated before this 
deep mountain, and on which formerly dood a cadle, 
takes up about an hour in the afcent, and the ruined 
walls of the cadle dill remain. 

We there alfo vifited a mean and fmall Chridian 
church, dedicated to St John, on whofe fedival divine 
fervice is performed in it ; but two lamps are kept burn- 
ing continually. The outward wall of the cadle was 
formerly joined to it’s towers *, but at prefent the ruins 
of thofe vad works form a chaos of confufion, a few 
pieces only being now danding ; but fufficient to form 
an idea of the whole. ' This cadle is faid formerly to 
have contained a vad number of pieces of Roman ar- 
mour, as helmets, fhields, coats of mail, &c. and are 
ftill, according to fome, buried at no great depth un- 
der ground. * 

Magnesia is about the fame fize with Smyrna, 
but extends farther along the mountains ; it has alfo a 
very delightful profpedt, but very few remains of an- 
tiquity, except fome marble fragments of pillars, and 
there are principally found in burial-places*, but of 
little importance. On a done dill lying in the court 
of Solyman Effendi’s villa, I found the following 
infcription. 

1 Xtsht/w av3w<asTW, *A 

iTretncEjcttre to pvr\p.Hov lav tu> xj tgk IXois Ixyovoi^ 

(*r,hy] Je ccTraAAQjoiurai <xvtq ex tS j 
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$«rxw. X. P. S* 

The purport of the above infcription is nearly this* 
That in the proconfulfhip of Statius Quadratus, Alex- 
ander, ' the ion of Diognitus, caufed this vault to be 
made for himfelf and his defcendants, and therefore it 
fhall not be permitted to be alienated from my fami- 
ly ; and any fo doing dial 1 be liable to eleven hundred 
Roman denarii, payable to the emperor’s treafury. 

This Statius Quadratus was- the lame proconful, 
by whofe authority the devout Polycarpus is faid to 
have been burnt alive in the amphitheatre of Smyrna. 
He was alfo called Tatius, and in the Alexandrian 
Chronicle The names of Diognitus and 

Alexander, both occur in the life of M. Antoninus, 
one having taught him painting, and the other gram- 
mar. But it muft be observed, that the words 2 t«- 
Tiw MotyxTCd in the dative , if not a miftake of the 
ftone-cutter, is an imitation of the Latin phrafe- 
ology. 

• Magnesia firft fubmitted to the Roman arms, 
after the defeat of Antigonus by Scipio, in a battle 
fought not far from hence, on the banks of the Phry- 
gius, betwixt Thiatria and Sardis, and deputies from 
Thiatria and Magnefia ad Sipylum, came to offer their 
fubmiffion. After this Magnefia entered into an of- 
fenfive and defenfive alliance with Smyrna, under tfie 
government of Seleucus, fon to Antiochus Theos, by 
which the inhabitants reciprocally bound themfelves to 
releafe each others prifoners. 

At about half an hour from Magnafia runs the ri- 
ver Hermus, called at prefent by the Turks, Tedifchzu , 
i. e. The fifth water. On the banks of this river we 
encamped two nights. The road to it from the city 
is along a ftone caufeway, or bridge, half an hour in 
length, acrofs a large morafs, lying before the city * 
and among the (tones of this caufeway are feverai frag- 
ment* 
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jnents of pillars. We pafied the river Hermus over 
a bridge of feven very large piers, having all the 
marks of great antiquity, but the upper part of the 
bridge is only planks laid on thefe piers. This river 
appeared to me greatly like the Arno at Florence, it’s 
waters being foul and turbid. The banks are alfo 
high, like thofe of the Arno, and the breadth of both 
nearly the fame, but the current of the Hermus lefs 
rapid. We could however difcover nothing of thofe 
golden fands, for which it was anciently fo famous, as 
Virgil has obferved, Georg . II. ver. 137. 

Nec pulcher Ganges , atque auro turbidus Hermus , 

. Laudibus Italia certent. 

* 

And Martial, Lib. VIII. Ep. 78. 

' » 0 

• Non illi fatis eft turbato fordidus auro 

Hermus . 

« 1 

Cl audi an alfo mentions it, Lib.I. in ruf. Carm.3. 
ver. 101. 

Non T arteftiacis ilium fatiaret arenis 
. T mpeftas pretiofa Tagi , non ftagna mbentis 

Aurea Pattoli , totumcue exhauferit Hermum> 

Ar debit majore ftti . 

The fand, however, along the banks of the river, 
has, in feveral places, a glittering appearance, like 
filings of filver. 

Th 1 s river joins it’s waters to the Pa&olus, and 
Phrygius Amnis, the latter I conceive, to be that 
which we faw ilfue from the mountains, and running 
into the plains of Hermus. 

Th e se plains of Hermus, which lie before Magnefia, 
and extend as far as the eye can reach, are very level, 
-pleafant, and fruitful. For though they have no inclo- 

fures. 
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fures, on account of the caravans travelling that wayv 
we never failed of meeting with a profufion of rich 
grafs. They have alfo feveral villages, efpecially Bo- 
rofkoi, or the village of St George, inhabited wholly 
by Greeks. In thefe plains, particularly near the city, 
and at no great diftance from the banks of the Her- 
mus> we faw prodigious quantities of afparagus, as 
large and white as thofe planted in Holland •, but now 
beginning to run to feed. . . 

I must acknowledge to have found the inhabitants 
of Magnefia much more courteous, than the genera-* 
lity of the Turks at Smyrna. They fhewed us many 
civilities, according to the cuftom of the country j for 
befides Solyman Effendi, and a merchant his relation, 
feveral others came to us, to conduct us to all the cu- 
rious parts of the city, and fhew us the fineft gar- 
dens. 

The women here are of a very tender conftitution, 
and generally low of ftature. Their drefs confifts of 
a veft of Turkifh (luff, generally black, or of a dark 
brown, reaching from their neck to their feet, and 
their faces covered with a veil, as the cuftom is in all 
thofe countries. On their heads they wear a white 
j Wakrema, which is fattened about the neck under the 
veft, and in fome meafure refembles the mob worn by • 
the women of Europe. 

Hitherto we had travelled with fafety and 
chearfulnefs ; but now a letter was brought to us from 
the great caravan, going from Smyrna to Brufia and 
Conltantinople, and then encamped about an hour 
from the city, advifing us, that a day’s journey far- 
ther, a troop of banditti, amounting to feventy or 
*nore, were waiting for the caravan, and other travel- 
lers. And we were alfo afterwards confirmed of the 
truth of this advice by the chiefs of the caravan, who 
took the trouble of coming to us. 

Uj»on receiving this account, we immediately went 
to inform the Pafcha, who was pleafed to admit us, 
w ' * ’ ~ though 
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though he was in bed, and offer us a guard of ten 
horfemen, under the command of a Boluk Bafchi, 
and twenty -five foot foldiers to the caravan. Though 
we gladly accepted of his offer, yet we determined to 
keep company with the caravan, which was very nu- 
merous, and above thirty of their own fervants armed. 
And it was agreed to proceed in order of battle ’till we 
were pad all danger. Accordingly we next day join-, 
ed- the caravan, after entertaining the gentlemen who 
had been fo kind as to accompany us hither, and now 
returned to Kavaclidcre in their way to Smyrna. To- 
wards evening arrived our Boluk Bafchi with his men, 
bearing a Turkifh ftandard, and went to the neigh- 
bouring villages, under pretence of getting intelli- 
gence of the enemy, charging us, at the fame time, 
not to move forward ’till they returned to make their 
report. In the mean time the caravan, which had 
waited in vain for the promifed efcort, fent a meffen- 
ger after them to the village, where he found them 
drinking wine, and indicated to him, that they fliould 
be very glad to fhare in the booty. 

The fame night the whole caravan was alarmed by 
the report of a mufket near our encampment, upon 
which every one ran to arms. The centinels of the 
caravan alfo fired, and it v/as apprehended • that the 
enemy was approaching, efpecially as we foort after 
heard the reports of three other mufkets. But after 
fome time every thing was filent, and we again reti- 
red to our tents. The next morning we had neither 
fight of our Boluk Bafchi, his troop, nor the twenty- 
five foot foldiers promifed to the merchants •, fo that 
we, together with whole caravan, returned into the 
city. , 

We again vifited our honeft landlord the Greek, 
who had lodged us fo commodioufiy, and the next 
day being Sunday, the heads of the caravan waited on 
the Pafcha to negociate for a fufficient guard and we 

Vol; I. N did 
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did the fame for ourfelves. But Solyman Effendi 
rtiade us an offer of three trufty guides, who flioulfl 
be all arifwerable for each other, by means of a circuit 
through the mountains, which we, after the late ex- 
perience of what was to be expected from their fol- 
diers, were glad to accept of. 

The next day, being Monday, an account came, that 
the robbers, confiding of between forty and fifty, had 
furprized the caravan going to Akifac, anciently 
Thyatira, pillaged it, and ftript every perfon belong- 
ing to it. This relation (truck our caravan with fuch 
terror, that they immediately fet out for Smyrna, 
choofing rather to lofe the market, than expofe them- 
felves to fuch imminent danger *, and the rather, as 
there was teafon to apprehend, that the robbers fre- 
quenting the mountains on the other fide of the 
plains of Hermus, might remove into the moun- 
tains of Sipylus, and there moled them, even in their 
return to Smyrna. 

The Pafcha feeing that the great caravan was, al- 
ready on it’s return, the leffer continuing dill in the 
city, ordered proclamation to be made, that he w 7 ould 
himfelf in perfon head his troops, and fafely convey 
both us and the caravan to the frontiers of his govern- 
ment ; iflfuing orders at the fame time, for his people 
to arm, and make themfelves ready to mSrch. 

Advice of this was immediately fent to the great 
caravan by exp refs, with an order for them to halt, 
# till further orders came from the proprietors at Smyr- 
na. They were at two hours didance among the 
mountains, but immediately dopped, and the next 
day in the evening an order came for them to return 
to Magnefia, and continue their journey under the 
Pafcha’s efcort. 

On Wednefday morning early, the caravan being 
returned, the foldiers mounted their horfes, which 
occafioned the greated confufion in the city, every 

. one 
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one being in haft to provide himfelf with powder, ball, 
&cc. as if they were going to take the field with the 
Grand Signior. 

The people pretended, that all this happened on 
our account, left we might reprefent the condudt of 
the Pafcha in a bad light at the court of Conftanti- 
nople; and the rather, as a letter had arrived exprefs 
from our conful at Smyrna to the Effendi, in which 
we were particularly defcribed. 

The fame day, in the evening, the Pafcha march- 
ed out of the city, and pitched his camp near the cara- 
van, fignifying to us at the fame time, that we might 
follow him the next day in the afternoon, as he ftiould 
not break up his camp ’till Friday morning. Procla- 
mation was alfo made in the city, that when we came 
out, all other travellers fhould immediately follow. 

On Thurfday in the afternoon, we left Magnefia 
a fecond time, and again pafied the ftone caufeway, 
and the bridge over the Hermus, on the banks of 
which we pitched our tents. 

On Friday the twenty-fixth of May, we fet for- 
ward with the caravan, imprudently omitting to ad- 
vife the Pafcha of our march * though the preceding 
evening a melfage had been fent to us, that the place 
of encampment was to be at the diftance of fix hours 
•farther, at the village of Palamouth. During our 
palling along this road we were under no lmall terror, 
efpecially when we came to the place where the above- 
mentioned caravan had been plundered -> and we were 
informed, that two days before, a body of banditti 
had encamped near that place ; but within half an 
hour of the place appointed for our encampment, an 
officer from the Pafcha overtook us, and afiured us, 
that he was not far behind j and accordingly he foon 
came up, and encamped clofe by us. 

We left our camp, leaving behind us the banks of 
the Hermus, the city of Magnefia, ’ and the fteep 
•mountain of Sipylus, having bef ore .us a fpacious plain 

N 2 extend- 
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extending as far as the eye could reach •, and on our 
right, between the mountain of Sipylus and another of 
lefs height, we had a profped of the plains of Doer- 
goetly, together with that townitfelf. At a great di- 
ftance we could alfo difcern the fnowy fummits of 
Tmolus *, and on the left-hand this fpacious plain ter- 
minated in gently rifing eminences ; but what gave us 
the greateft pleafure, was the figns of affluence and 
induftry, the fertile plain being well cultivated, and 
interfperfed with many villages, fome of which were 
pretty large, particularly that already mentioned, cal- 
led St George Borofkci. 

After travelling three hours with the caravan 
over thefe , delightful plains, we again afcended the 
hills on the left-hand, where what little trouble the 
afcent gave us was compenfated by a continual fuccef- 
fion of pleafing objects, this being alfo the road to 
Thyatira. 

On thefe mountains we travelled for near three 
hours, and after palling through a very luxuriant val- 
Jey, half an hour in length, we came to a village, near 
which we encamped at eleven in the forenoon, on the 
banks of a rivulet under a grove of willow trees, but 
much larger than any among us *, and in the evening 
joined again the main body of the caravan Orders 
now came from the Pafcha to keep a ft rid watch all 
night, intelligence being arrived, that the robbers 
were in the neighbourhood. Here the Pafcha prefert- 
ted us with a fat lamb, and oats for our horfes; and 
we in return fent him half a Dutch cheefe, and two 
bottles of Smyrna wine. 

On Saturday the 27th of May, we continued our 
journey at lour in the morning, through a hilly 
country, terminated on both fides with mountains, 
’till we again came into a valley of confiderable ex- 
tent’ 

This valley is called by the Turks Bekir-Owajfe , 
.i, e. copper- valley. We palled through the midft of 

it* 
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it, and at the diftance of two hours from our en- 
campment, came oppofite to the fmall town of Akif- 
iar, or white-caftle, anciently the famous city of 
Xhyatira, now only a Turkifh town, the inhabi- 
tants of which intirely fubfift by the cultivation of 
cotton in this valley. 

We left this place on the right-hand, at the diflance 
of a full hour. It lies at the foot of a mountain, 
over which we had again fight of the fnow- topped 
Tmolus. Though the place was at that time covered 
with a thick fog, we could difcern above it the white 
caftle, from whence it’s Turkifh name is derived. 

It was now judged proper to form our felves in or* 
der of battle, more danger being here apprehended 
from robbers than in any other, becaufe among the 
mountains, on the left-hand, are their principal retreats. 
Our Pafcha marched in the van, preceded by his fer- 
vants, who were followed by a green ftandard, then 
his led horfes, and after them himfelf. Next follow- 
ed the muficians, and his retinue was clofed by about 
an hundred horfe The caravan, which was now con- 
fiderably increafed, had in it’s rear about feventy Ja- 
nizaries, but moft on foot. In this manner we pro- 
ceeded, and being pretty numerous, made a very 
fightly appearance. 

After two hours journey from AkifTar, and moft* 
ly along ftony and uneven roads, we entered another 
delightful valley, efpecially when viewed from the 
mountain, hardly any fpot being left uncultiva- 
ted ; every part of it, and even fome of the neigh- 
bouring eminences, were covered with luxuriant 
crops of different forts of grain. It was bordered 
with villages, built on the fkirts of the mountains, 
which every where terminated this fruitful valley *, but 
the moft diftinguifhed of thefe villages, is one lying 
on the left-hand in defcending from the mountains, 
and by the Turks called Kurkagaz , or forty -trees. 
On the declivity of this mountain, near it’s foot, we 
: N 3 faw 
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faw a number of people, fome on horfeback, and 
others on foot, who were come from the adjacent 
places, and even from Jelembye, to receive the Pafcha 
at the frontiers of his government. 

Now our Bairaklyk, or cavalcade, received a con- 
fiderable reinforcement, confifting at leaft of five hun- 
dred horfe, which marching in file, formed a long 
train, and exhibited in miniature the march of a 
Turkiffi army. 

At the end of this valley, near the foot of the 
mountains, the Pafcha and the caravan encamped 
on the banks of a beautiful rivulet, being the firft wa- 
ter we had feen the whole day, except the cifterns 
made near the way-fide, by private perfons, for the 
ufe of travellers ; and certainly they are of the great- 
eft benefit, efpecially in thefe hot countries. 

After keeping company fix hours and a half with 
the caravan, we halted at eleven in the forenoon, ha- 
ving fuffered confiderably from the heat, and a very 
copious dew had fallen in the night. 

Here the Pafcha intimated to us, that he had now 
brought us fafely to the frontiers of his government, 
and defired the caravan to give him a certificate of it, 
which was immediately delivered to him, together 
with my fellow-traveller’s watch as a prefent. It was 
not, however, without difficulty, that he obtained 
fomething equivalent from the caravan, though feve- 
ral rich perfons were in it, and fome of them had ve- 
ry large fums of money ^ but the inhabitants of thefe 
countries are remarkably ftingy and ungenerous. 

W e were here met by a multitude of people from 
the town of Jelembye, for here begins the diftridt of 
the Derventers, or thofe who are free from all taxes, 
and in confideration of that advantage, are obliged to 
take care of the fafety of travellers, or make good 
any robbery that may be committed. Accordingly 
twenty ftout fellows, well armed, were fent the fol- 
lowing night to watch the caravan. 

• ■* 
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Leaving our encampment in the afternoon WQ 
pafled over a mountain which hrpughc 11$ into the val- 
ley in which is fituated the little town of Jelemfiye* 
and feveral villages. The appearance is really charm- 
ing, the gifts of Ceres and Pomona meet the eye ify 
every airedion ; the very eminences are improved 
either into fields or orchards. 

After about two hours journey we pitched our 
tent in this valley, not far from the abovementioned 
town, dole by a rivulet, which we perceived to run 
through this valley, and wind about the mountain w^ 
had juft defcended. This rivulet is, in my opinion, 
the ancient Licus, the fource of which lies in theff 
mountains, and on whofe banks, before it’s jundion 
with the Tea, the city of Pergamos flood. 

On Sunday the 28th of May, at four in the mprnr 
ing, we proceeded in our journey, and pafled through 
the little town of Jelemblye, crofting there the rivu T 
let of Licus, by which it is waftied. We now enter- 
ed on a mountainous road *, but the difficulties of if 
were compenfated, by the cooling fhade of vaft oak 
trees on the Tides of it, and the beautiful. prpfpedU* 
which offered on every lide, the adjacent country be- 
ing every where well cultivated, and covered wkfy 
fruits and grains. It alfo produces fine grafs in great 
abundance ; and at fome diftance farther, on the 
mountains, we faw feveral ftables for horfes, ppftibly 
the ancient Hippoplaciae, this being the mountain of 
Temnos. Being now without any effort, we pitched 
our tents on the grafs on the mountain, with the 
whole caravan. 

In the afternoon we travelled along a yery difficult 
ftony road, of about an hour in length •, and encamp- 
ed in a very delightful plain covered with oak trees, 
and in fight of a pretty large village, about an hour’s 
diftance, to which we fcnt tor a guard of the Dervcn- 
ters to watch the caravan in the night, and convoy os 
the next day in pur journey. This encampment was 

N 4 extremely; 
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extremely refrefhing, being rendered cool by the fha-r 
dow of the trees, under which, in the evening, we 
converfed with the principal perfons of the caravan. 

On Monday the 29th of May in the morning, we 
purfued our journey, and ‘paffcd through the above 
village, called Cara Yolfguk, i. e. dry way. Here 
we were joined by about fifty Derventers, who rode 
before the caravan and carried a red flag The road 
ftill continued difficult and fatiguing, and the coun- 
try had a very different afpedt from that we had left. 
Soon after we perceived a troop of horfemen gallop- 
ing from among the mountains, on which the whole 
company formed in order of battle *, but on a nearer 
approach we found they were only travellers from 
Megalitz, and had been at firft alarmed on our ap- 
pearance. 

We afterwards encamped in fight of the village 
Sguimlefkoi, or potter’s village. On our right-hand 
was a river flowing from the mountains, very pro- 
bably the Rindacus. 

On Tuefday the 30th of May, at four in the morn- 
ing, we moved forwards, and palled through the 
above village, in which is a capacious kane, fupported 
by eight large pillars, and built by Sultan Amurath. 
Here we took twenty Derventers with us ; and now 
we began to defcend the mountains, over which we 
had travelled two days fucceffively. . On our left- 
hand, near the foot of the mountain, flowed a delight- 
ful rivulet, and which kept us company ’till we came 
into the adjacent valley, where it falls into a river. 

This valley, which we now entered, is one of the 
beft cultivated of any we had yet paffed through. 
Not a tree is to be feen in it, the whole, to the fkirts 
of the mountains, being either corn-land or paftures, 
and full of villages, together with one fmall town, 
called Balikiflar, lying at the bottom of a mountain* 
and is the refid ence of a Pafcha. 
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In crofting this valley we pafled through two 
villages, one of which is pretty large, and fituated on a 
rivulet abounding with fifh, and has alfo a large kane. 
But whether this river is the fame we faw the day be- 
fore running through the valley, and which we fup- 
pofed to be the Licus, on which ftood the city of 
Pergamos, mentioned in the Revelations, or the Rin- 
dacus, we ftiall endeavour to explain in the fequel. 
The large village is called Landrackori , being it’s 
Greek name, and formed from fxdvfyx xwciov, i. e. 
fheep fold village. 

About half an hour from the laft village we once 
more afcended the mountains, and again encamped, ha- 
ving kept company with the caravan about four hours. 
At two in the afternoon we again fet forward along the 
mountains, and in three hours again defcended into 
the plains ; but by the way twenty armed peafants, 
with the bariak , or enfign, had joined us, having fent 
for thefe, under pretence that there were goods in the 
caravan for the Grand Vizier and Caimacan ♦, for we 
were now out of the country of the Derventers. 

Among the perfons belonging to the caravan was a 
black, an eunuch belonging to the Grand Signior’s 
Seraglio at Conftantinople, whither he was then travel- 
ling. He told me, that he was a native of Abyfiinia. 
His ftature was fomething above the common fize, 
and very well fhaped * nor had he either the thick lips 
or flat nofe of the negroes *, and equally different from 
them in the candour and goodnefs of his temper. 
Among other particulars he told me, he was defcend- 
ed from Chriftian parents, but had been ftolen away 
from one of the moft cqnfiderable places in Abyftinia, 
before he was eight years old, and brought to Cairo. 
He alfo gave me an account of lome particulars he 
ftill remembered of his country, and feemed to be 
more inclined to the Chriftian than the Mahometan 
religion, which he was obliged to profefs ; efpecially 
after our having fome difcourfe on that head. I after- 
wards 
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wards enquired after him at Conftantinople, Mr Lu- 
dolf’s treatife on the Lord’s Prayer in the Amharic 
language, having fallen into my hands : but I could 
neither hear of him in the Seraglio, or the city. 

This black, being a well lhaped, comely perfon, 
and fat well on his horfe, we made our Aga, and paid 
him a fuitable refpeft, that the peafants fent to guard 
us took him really for fuch. They alfo informed us, 
that fixty horfemen had come to the village the even- 
ing before, and left it in the morning, but were igno- 
rant of the road they had taken. They had a ftand- 
ard with them, and pretended to belong to a Pafcha. 

This again increafed our apprehenfions, fo that we 
proceeded very cautioufly, keeping a ftri£t look out 
on all Tides againfl a furpize, being now in very dan- 
gerous roads. 

Being arrived to the fpot were we encamped on 
die mountains, we faw, on an adjacent eminence, two 
horfemen, who feemed to be reconnoitring us. Wo 
immediately dilpatched a perfon towards then; with a 
lance, but on his approach they rod off. It was 
now thought necefiary to keep the peafants with us all 
night, while we laid down to deep * but the violent 
rains allowed us very little. 

Early in the morning of the 31ft of May we 
moved forward, and the peafants readily accompanied 
us an hour farther. In our defcent from the moun- 
tains we paffed by the pafs of Emir-capi , remarkable 
for the outrages committed on travellers and caravans * 
and not long fince an European perfon of diftin&ioii 
loft here his life in an encounter with robbers. 

Here is a ruined kane. It is an old edifice, and 
has fpme appearance of being originally a Greelfc 
church. Near this ftrudture is a narrow pafs expofed 
on both fides ; but it was our good fortune to ride 
through it without any moleftation or accident. At a 
fmall diftance from hence we came into a large and 
very beautiful valley, bounded on all fides with plea? 
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fant eminences, and interfperfed with villages. , But 
the fear we were under greatly lefiened the pleafure 
we Ihould otherwife have enjoyed from fuch beau- 
tiful profpefts ; and the view we took of it, was ra- 
ther to prevent a furprize than furvey it’s beauties. 

About two hours from the pafs of Emir-capi we 
again afcended the mountains, and foon after entered 
a country furpafiing even the former, lying on the 
banks of the river Rindacus, which after flowing thro*, 
this valley enters a more champain country. 

Near this river, on a fteep rook, ftands a ruin’d 
caftle, which we vilited, in order to difcover if there 
might not ftill remain fome veftiges of a town ; but 
all we could fee were the ruinous walls of a caftle and 
towers. 

After riding an hour from this rock, along the 
banks of the above river, we came to a large village, 
built alfo on it’s banks, and called Buffelo village . It 
has two noble kanes joining to each other, one for 
horfes and mules, the other for camels. At half an 
hour from this village we pitched our tents on the 
grafs, but were extremely incommoded by the rain. 

In the afternoon we continued our journey, and 
crofted the above river over a bridge, it being now 
broader than the Hermus at Magnefia. We after- 
wards palled through a very fruitf ul country, and in 
three hours encamped beyond a village fituated on the 
banks of a branch of the above river. 

The next day, being the firft of June, our road 
lay again through a very fertile valley, but producing 
chiefly barley, oats, and rye, but very little wheat, 
Thefe plains are of a vaft extent, and interfperfed with 
villages. Before us was mount Olympus, and on our 
left, mount Ida. 

7 > • 

After fix hours we came to the little town of 

Lubat, and the caravan palled the river over a 
wooden bridge, but we remained in the town, where 
we found an open houfe adjoining to the mofque, and 

took 
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took up our quarters in it, though the Turks pretend- 
ed that people who drank wine were not fuffered to 
lodge there. 

Before we came to Lubat fome of the travellers, 
efpecially the Turcomans, who had large quantities of 
money about them, left us, ftriking off to the left 
towards Megalitz, in order to embark, at a place 
three hours from the town, for Conftantinople. We 
faw Megalitz lying before us, at the foot of the 
mountains. And here we difcovered, that a fpy had 
joined himfelf to our caravan, and was very affiduous 
in enquiring whither it was going, and how many 
perfons there were in all. Five armed Turudis alfo 
joined the company which feparated from us, and 
made nearly the fame enquiries, as we afterwards un- 
derftood by our black, who went with them to Me- 
galitz, and rejoined our caravan at Lubat. Thefe 
five Turudis we afterwards faw as we were palling 
over the bridge ; and were here told, that no robbers 
had been feen for a long time thereabouts *, but that 
very morning thirty-five Turudis dreffed and armed 
in the fame manner, as thofe we had account of at 
Magnefia, had paffed that way in great hafte. From 
this account we concluded, that thefe banditti had fol- 
lowed us all the way, and on this diminution of our 
company, had formed a defign of attacking the caravan. 
This induced us to fend to a village at three hours di- 
ftance, for one hundred Derventers to come without 
delay. Twenty came with our meffenger, and early 
in the morning the reft arrived. They were chiefly 
Greeks, and well armed. They had lately obtained 
the privilege of Derventers, this being their firft expe- 
dition, and thefe convoyed our caravan four hours 
farther: but we thought it advifeable to retain ten 
horfemen, to accompany us to Bruffa. 

The town of Lubat, which the Turks call Ulu- 
bat, and the Greek Lopadion, confifts of about twelve 
hundred mean houfes. It was under the Greek em- 
perors 
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perors a principal city •, but it’s walls, which were 
then decorated with feveral angular towers, are now 
entirely in ruins, as is alfo the ftone bridge over the 
river, a wooden one being now built near it. Not far 
from the town is a lake four hours in length, and two 
in breadth, containing feveral idands, in which are 
villages. Among other large fifh caught in this lake, 
called by the Ancients Stagnum Artynia, are carps 
weighing twelve or fifteen pounds. 

W e met here with great courtefy from the Greek 
Papas, though there are not above ten Greek houfes 
in Lubat. The road to Bruffa, near the above lake, 
is very pleafant, and the country fruitful. Near it 
are feveral Greek villages, and in one of them the 
inhabitants entertained us in a very hofpitable manner. 
About two hours from the town we palled over feve- 
ral bridges, and through fine paftures, where the 
horfes of the Pafcha and others were feeding, and 
tents pitched for the grooms. 

Thus we efcaped the danger that threatened us, 
and on the fecond of June entered Brujfa , called alfo 
Proufa , Bourfia , or Burfa , and took up our lodgings 
in the Junichan , i. e. the new kane ; and were hand- 
fomely entertained here by a Phyfician, called Marc 
Anthonio Peherci . 

This city, the capital of Bithynia, is a very plea- 
fant and fine city, and was, before the taking of Con- 
ftantinople, the capital of the Ottoman empire. It is 
fituated about ninety miles fouth of Conftantinople, 
upon feveral eminences, at the foot of the celebra- 
ted Olympus. It is Hill furrounded with a wall, 
but very old, being the fame which encompaf- 
fed it when in the hands of the Chriftians, but is 
now in feveral parts fallen down. The prefent inha- 
bitants are a mixture of Turks, Greeks, Armenians, 
and Jews 

Here are feveral beautiful mofques, fome with 
two minarets 5 and I was even allured, that the num- 
ber 
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her of thefe little towers in Brufla exceed three hun- 
dred. Here are alfo the fepulchres of the firft Turkilh 
Emperors, and their Sultana’s, at which devotions are 
daily performed. 

Near this city is a large and beautiful plain, plan- 
ted with all kinds of fruit-trees, and watered with a 
multitude of rivulets ifiuing from the Olympus, fo 
that few gardens are without fountains. 

The baths of Calypfo lie about a mile from the 
city, and are fo famous for their virtues in feveral di- 
flempers, that they are frequented by perfons from all 
parts of this country. The water in fome is of heat 
fufficient to boil an egg, and mull be mixed with two 
thirds of cold water, before it can be ufed *. 

On the fourth of June we fet out from BrufTa, and 
at about half an hour’s diftance joined the fame road 
we came to the city, by the foot of mount Olympus. 
Afterwards we paired a bridge over a rivulet of extra- 
ordinary rapidity, having been fwelled by the great 
rains which had lately fallen. Here we alfo palfed 
through fpacious and delightful plains, intermixed 
with fmall villages and eminences ^ and behind us we 
faw the fnowy fummits of mount Olympus, which are 
not to be feen at BrufTa. 

Two hours farther brought us to a beautiful river, 
refembling the Hermus at Magnefia, but of a much 
ftronger current *, this river we croffed over a ftone 
bridge, and foon after came to a village called Jaarkoi, 
within light of the Tea of Marmora. This village, 
which is entirely inhabited by Greeks, lies in a very 
fruitful country, and furrounded with fig-trees, vines, 
and olive-trees. On the right hand, near the fea- 
Ihore, we faw another large village . 1 

Soon after we reached the ftrand, in a bay formed 
here by the fea, the entrance of which is lheltered by 
high lands. Here our road was on one fide bor- 

* Tournefort has two beautiful views of the city of BrufTa, and 
the mount Olympus. 
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dered with vineyards, and on the other with groves of 
laurel-trees *, and after five hours we came to the town 
of Montagnia. 

This town, anciently called Apamea; or, accord- 
ing to others, Nicopolis, lies on the fea-fhore, the 
back-part extending to the foot of the mountains. 
Here are feveral Greek churches, moft of the inhabi- 
tants being Chriftians. It is a place of tolerable trade, 
and it’s harbour fecured from all winds. It has a 
cultom-houfe for goods configned to Afia, from 
Conftantinople and other places. We found here a 
fpacious fquare kane, and feveral forts of good wine. 

The next day at noon we embarked for eroding 
the bay, and after failing fome diftance along the coaft 
entered the fea of Marmora, where we had a diftant 
view of the iflands, with which it is fo pleafantly in- 
ter fperfed, and of the gulph of St Paul. But nothing 
furely can equal the enchanting profpeCt which now 
opened upon us, of the city of Conftantinople, the 
Seraglio, &c. where we fafely arrived the next day, 
being the fixth of June. 


CHAP. XIV. 

Description of Constantinople, and the places 
in ids neighbourhood ; with a fuccincl accowit of 
the Venetian ambajfadors publick audience . 

A FEW days after my arrival, I had an oppor- 
tunity of feeing the Seraglio or palace of the 
Grand Signior, the Venetian ambafiador being to have 
his firft publick audience. The entrance is through a 
large gate, but very little anfwerable to fo powerful a 
monarch. Over, and on the Tides of it, are fome 
Arabick characters. Beyond it is a large, but irregu- 
lar 
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lar area, where, on the right-hand, are the kitchens* 
having on the top a dome covered with lead *, and on 
the left a very low building, in which is the publick 
mint. 

From this area you enter another, through two- 
iron doors, having between them a lobb ■ of about fix 
paces. Over this entrance are tvvo towers, the ufuai 
prifon of the Grand Viziers, and where they are fome- 
times ftrangled. This fecond court is pretty large, 
and planted with cyprefs trees. Round it is a piazza 
of fmall pillars, like thofe in convents, and the build- 
ing over it is Covered with lead. On the right-hand * 
are other kitchens, and lodgings for the officers of the 
court ; and near a corner on the left-hand, is the divan, 
or great council chamber. 

The laft is a building of two frontifpieces, and con- 
fiding alfo of two chambers on the fame floor, and in 
the center a cupola. The inner chamber is, accord- 
ing to the tafte of the country, painted and gilt ; and 
in the other, where the divan is held, are benches along 
three fides of the room, covered with cloth of gold, 
and cufhions of the fame. 

Directly facing the entrance, fits the Grand Vi- 
zier, on his right-hand other Viziers, the captain Pafcha ; 
and on his left the two Cadi Lefchers of Natoli and 
Romania ; the Niflangibifli alfo fits on the right-hand, 
and lays before the divan the Grand Signior’s orders, 
reads his patents, and keeps his feal. Oppofite to 
thefe, on the third bench, fit three Cafnadari, or high- 
, treafurers. 

Over the Grand Vizier is a fmall lettice-window, 
through which the Grand Signior can fee and hear 
every thing tranfadled in the divan, but never makes 
his appearance in it. 

From the center of the ceiling hangs a large ball, 
or globe, on which is written, in the Turkifh lan- 
guage. “Here juftice is to be had by every per- 
“ fon,” From this area, another iron gate leads to the 
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fmheft apartments of the Seraglio •, but the eunuchs 
' only are permitted to enter. 

When an ambaflador is to have his audience of 
the Grand Signior, both him and his retinue are con- 
ducted into the feraglio, and he himfelf fupported 
under the arms by two chamberlains. In this manner 
he is led into the apartment when the Grand Signior 
fits on the right-hand of the entrance,, on a fofa rich- 
ly adorned with pearls. The floor is alfo covered 
with cloth of gold. This lofa, or throne, nearly re- 
Tembles a bed without curtains, but the canopy and 
every other part of it are covered with pearls. In this 
apartment is alfo a fmall chimney-piece, richly adorned 
with diamonds, pearls, and other gems. 

The general drefs of the Grand Signior is a white 
filk veft, lined with coftly fur j nor are any permitted 
to wear this habit except the Grand Signior, and the 
Grand Vizier. On his head he wears a fmall white tur- 
ban, decorated with feathers, and fattened in the middle 
with large diamonds. 

While the ambaflador is in the audience -chamber, 
the Grand Signior continues in the fame attitude, with 
the eyes fixed on the floor, and his hands on his knees, 
difdaining, as it were, to look on any perfon. 

The day being arrived when the Venetian ambafla- 
dor was to have his audience, he repaired at three in 
* the morning to Conftantinople, to wait there the cdm- 
mand for mounting his horfe, and proceeding td au- 
dience. The court alfo provides about forty horfes 
for the ambaflador’s retinue. At the outer door of 
the Seraglio the ambaflador mutt wait, ’till all the ja- 
nizaries, together with their officers, and the Grand 
Vizier, are entered the palace, which, at leaft, takes 
up an hour. The Grand Vizier came laft, accompa- 
nied with a large train of janizaries and their officers. 
Before him rode his private fecretary, furrounded with 
a great croud both of horfe and foot. The ambafla- 
dor was alfo detained a full quarter of an hour, at the 
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door of the fecond area, in which ail the janizaries were 
drawn up on one fide, and on the other were about 
an hundred diftes filled with boil’d rice, provided for 
their repaft ; and being a donation from the Grand 
Signior, whenever they (light it, or throw it on the 
ground, it is a fure fign that they are difgufted at 
the emperor; and this is generally followed by a mu^ 
tiny . 1 - 

The retinue of the ambaffador was as follows, 
Firft^ Thirty running footmen drefled in red, and at 
the 'head of them the mafter of the horfe. Second, 
Ten led horfes, with a leader to each on horfeback. 
Third, One and thirty footmen. Fourth, The ier- 
vants of the gentlemen in his retinue on horfeback. 
Fifth, Six pages, or young noblemen, drefled in fear- 
l£t, richly laced with gold. Sixth, The ambaffador 
himfelf, attended by three Venetian noblemen, his 
private fecretaries, and the gentlemen of his retinue. 

: On the ambaifador’s entring the Divan, a feat was 
placed for him, where he faw juftice adminiftered by 
the Grand Vizier; to whom all, who have any thing 
to requeft, addrefs themfelves by petition : fome of 
which he tears, and figns others with his own hand. 
Nor is there any appeal from his fentence. On the 
Ifeft-hand of the Grand Vizier fat two Cadilefchers, or 
lawyers, with their green turbans. Thefe he fome- 
times ccmfults. Several other officers were alfo prelent, 
who received the petitions of thofe who were deflrous 
Of prefenting them to the Grand Vizier. This lafted 
foil half an hour. 

The Grand Vizier generally fits for this purpofe 
four times a week, either in perfon, or by his caima- 
Can dr vicar ; and the intention of bringing the Chri- 
ftian ambaffadors into this court, is poflibly to admo- 
nifli them to be more punctual, and expeditious in the 
adminiftration of juftice. . 

' After this the ambaffador was led to a taboret, 
or fmallftool, placed before the Grand Vizier, but 
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fbmething lower ; and after water for walhing, a re- 
paft was ferved up for all who were 1 prefen t, The 
Grand Vizier, the ambaflador, the Venetian noble- 
men, and a Pafcha, fon-in-law to the Grand, Vizier, 
fat at the fame table. 

After the repaft the ambaflador rofe from hi$ 
feat, and after him the Grand Vizier, who had, in the 
mean time, received orders to come to the Grand Sig- 
nior, that monarch having flood at the lattice-window 
over the Grand Vizier during the whole ceremony. 
Accordingly the Grand Vizier retired, a Pafcha going 
before him, both drefled in large fquare turbans, de- 
corated with large gold bands. Before the Grand 
Vizier entered the prefence-chamber, long armozine 
gowns, but of little value, were diftributed to the 
ambaflador and his retinue, which they wore in the 
Grand Signior’s prefence. The ambaflador was now 
brought in, fupported under the arms by two Turkifh 
courtiers. The number of thofe who are to enter the 
prefence -chamber is alfo previoufly fettled. The door 
leading to the prefence-chamber is at the end of the 
fecond court, where I faw feveral white eunuchs. 

While the ambafl&dor was in the audience-cham- 
ber, I was carelefly walking up and down the area, 
with my hands behind me, ’till a Turk in a very cour- 
teous manner informed me, that walking was not per- 
mitted there. The ambaflador flay’d no longer than 
was necefiary for paying his refpedts to the monarch, 
and in his return, the firft fecretary carried before 
him the Grand Signior^s letter to the republic of Ve- 
nice, in a filver cup. 

The ambaflador, at his return, mounted his horfe, 
but was obliged to wait with all his retinue, ’till the 
Grand Vizier, with all the other courtiers, and their 
train, the janizaries and their officers, were out of the 
Seraglio, which was at leaft another half hour. . The 
janizaries, while the Grand Vizier and other officers 
pafled^ were -drawn up -in two lines. : But as foon as 
- O 2 they 
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they were palled, they immediately difperfed, to avoid 
paying the fame honour to a Chriftian. The furniture 
of the ambaflador was very rich, but thofe of his reti- 
nue as remarkably plain. 

..The 3'urks are very magnificent in the trap- 

E ings of their horfes •, the bits are generally of filver, 
ut their Taddles uneafy, their ftirrups remarkably 
Ihort, and the foot refts on a fquare plate of filver or 
brafs. , ^ : 

y l shall now proceed to defcribe what appeared 
to me moft remarkable in Conftantinople, and which 
1 myfelf faw. In order to walk with the more fafety 
through this large city, we took with us one of our 
ambaflador’s janizaries, who a£t as porters like the 
Swifs at Paris. The firlt place he carried us to was 
the houfe where the coffee is roafted and prepared. 
It is a very large ftru&ure, in which we faw great 
numbers of people roafting and grinding the coffee. 

W b next palfed through leveral bazars, where we 
(aw a multitude of Ihops filled with all kinds of necef- 
faries^.but all of them are to be fhut before fun-fet. 
We alfo vifited feveral kanes, inhabited by merchants 
who dealt in linen, furs, and camels hair; fome of 
them., were calicoe- printers ; .but moft of them Ar- 
menians and Jews. We palled afterwards through feve- 
ral other bazars, appropriated to different goods, only 
one kind being lold in a bazar. As it is not neceffary 
Ip enter here into a particular account of all the ba- 
zars* I ftiali, only add,, that other market-places are 
-called Befefteins . Thefe are ftone ftrudtgres, built in 
the form of a cupola, and containing two rows of 
Ihops •, and in thele the moft valuable goods are ex* 
pofed to fale ; fuch as fine carpets, Indian filks^ em- 
broidered jh^dkerc^^ . velvet cufhions embroidered 
with gol^ and filver for fofa’s •, curious jars, fire- 
. armsj.jcymitars, &c. and it is not uncommon For^a 
Turkdb labre. to fetch two or three hundred piafters. 
Here; arc alfo engravers in cornelians, there being few 
' " citizens 
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citizens but wear one of thefe ftones on his little fin- 
ger, with his name engraved on it. But thef b Befe- 
Jteins are generally fliutup before noon. •* • * 

The Jews allb carry on a great trade in furs and 
gems, and every great man has his Jew, who ferves 
him as a kind of broker in making purchafes, and 
their wives are admitted even into the Seraglio Some 
Greeks and Armenians alfo engage in this branch of 
merchandize. ■** 

The next place we vifited was Bajazet’s mofque, 
tho’ a Chriftian cannot, without great difficulty, gain 
admittance. But we being in a Turkifh habit obtain- 
ed that privilege, though we were obliged to enter it 
without our fhpes, none being permitted to wear them 
within thefe walls. 

The mofques, efpecially thofe of the emperors, 
are very beautiful ftruftures ; all of them have cu- 
polas, and built fomething in the manner of St So- 
phia *, of which I fhall fpeak in the fequel : but their 
infide is deftitute of ornaments, except a great num- 
ber of lamps, if thefe may be termed ornaments. 'In 
Bajazet’s mofque I obferved two granite pillars, of a 
very extraordinary magnitude. 

Most of the imperial mofques are furrounded by 
an area, in which is a fountain, and a piazza of por- 
phyry pillars. But thefe being antique pieces, the ca- 
pitals and pedeftals have been altered into the Turkifh 
tafte. 

The mofque of fultan Solyman, is built in the 
fame manner as that of Bajazet, but much more fplen- 
did. We wept into a mad-houfe near it, where the 
unhappy patients are fepured by a chain about their 
necks. 

The next mofque we came to was that of Shah- 
zadc, or king’s fon, having been built by fultan Soly- 
man in honour of his fon Muftapha, who died in the 
flower of his age. All the imperial mofques have 
either two or four minarets, or towers of a middling 
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height, and on which the hours of publick devotion 
are proclaimed by a perfon appointed for that purpofe. 
Thofe mofques which were not built by the emperors,, 
have only one minaret, but on all of them is a gilt 
crefcent. • T had a great deal of difficulty, though 
my intreaties were ftrengthened by the offer of a hand- 
lbtne prefect, to obtain leave to afcend one of thofe 
towers. ' But the profpedt of the city, country, and 
the fea, is truly enchanting. 

In the large and publick ftreets are feveral fmall 
ftrudtures, decorated with cupolas. Thefe are cha- 
ritable foundations of fultans, viziers, and pafchas \ 
in which perfons are maintained to give drink to paf- 
ferigers, out of fmall tin pots fattened with chains. 

It will readily be imagined, that we did not omit 
vifiting the old Seraglio, where are kept the wives, 
&c. of the deceafed fultan, nor are they ever fuffered 
to leave thefe walls, unlefs the Grand Signior is pleafed 
to marry them to a Grand Vizier or Pafcha. 

; Not far from hence, in Adrianople ftreet, we faw, 
in a private houfe, the pillar of Martianus, fifft de- 
ferred, by Spon in his voyage to the Levant. Near it 
is an infeription, but now almoft obliterated by time, 
arid^under it a laurel wreath, fupported by two an- 
gels, and on both fides of them a crofs in a circle. 

The ftreets of Conftantinople are in general wide, 
and thi city very populous, efpecially near the bazars, 
where the crowds are fo great, that you cannot pafs 
without difficulty, though only a few women, and 
"thofe of the loweft clals, are feen in the ftreets. Some 
of them wear a piece of black cloth on their forehead, 
'by way of diftin&ion, and thofe of Mahomet’s fa- 
mily a piece of green cloth, as the men do a green 
turban. '■ * ‘ * - • * « 

* During our ftay in this city we lay one 'flight in 
the houfe dfVTurk ; but the apartment of his ‘wives 
and flaves was Separated from the other part of his 
houfe, ’and he himfelf kept the key. * In the morning 
> - **\ the 
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the matter of the houle flgniiied to us by a Have, that^ 
he was obliged to go out early, a civil method of tel- 
ling us- to quit his houfe as foon as poffible r 
Turkifh apartments have very little furniture *, a foia 
or bench, covered by a carpet, is the principal ; it i£ 
generally railed near the window, and on it the Turks" 
lit crofs-legged.- Sometimes it has cufhions for the 
greater cafe in fitting, and at night a matrafs and flieets 
are laid on it, when it ferves tor a bed. . Thefe are, 
during the day, placed in clolets, that noriiing of them 
is feen. The mod proper place for a fofa is in the cor- 
ner of a room. The entrance of the chamber is alfo near 

' • 1 1 

the corner, and has a double door. Over the clofets 
are generally lattice- windows, where the women are 
lometimes allowed to come, and thus, without being 
leen themfeives, are prefent at the vifits paid their huf- 
bands. The walls are generally white, with narrow 
ihelves running round them, on which foine China- 
ware is placed. 

One morning we breakfaded with an officer of the 
cuftoms, who would accept of nothing for our repad ; 
adding, that drangers fhould never want fuch a re- 
frefhment from him. However, we took care that his 
ilaves fhould not be lorry for the trouble we had given 
them. * • ' I 

We alfo vifited a very famous Apothecary’s fhop 
belonging to three brothers of the name of Karatza, 
/who had formerly ftudied at Leyden, and as they tho- 
roughly- underltood their profefTion, they had a very 
>great trade. They obligingly (hewed us their fuperb 
dhop, -and alfo their laboratory. As I was defirous 
of knowing what difeafes were mod. common * m 
the city,- they frankly told me, that next to the 
plague, the venereal was the mod common ; and not 
* only among the common people, but even in the Se- 
: raglio. From hence we went to view the Columna 
- Bruciata, or the burnt pillar, otherwife called Conftan- 
; rine’s pillar ^ it is of red granite, it’s black colour 
- Q 4 proceeding 
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proceeding from the many fires which are very fre^ 
fluent here, moft of the houfes being of wood. It 
ftands in the center of Cqndantine’s fquare, where Ar- 
rius ended his life. Bpt this fquare is now full of 
houfes, fo that we were obliged to go irito a private 
houfe to fprvey it’s p^deftal, which is iqclofed be- 
tween two walls. This pillar has at prefent twelve 
iron hopps round it, to prevent it’s falling ; and alfo 
feveral wreaths pf laurel, and other devices. But the 
jnfcription is now illegible. Near it is a bath founded 
by a vizier. You fird enter into a large flip-room, 
fnd from thence into f warm chamber, where perfons 
are dried after bathing in the third chamber, in which 
the heat is fo great as hardly to be endured. 

We next vifited the Atmeidan, or great fquare, in 
order to lee the Grand Signior repair to his devotions 
ft Achmet’s mofque. It was about noon, and his re- 
tinue, which was no more than ufual, confided of for- 
ty chiaoux ; fix led horfes with magnificent furniture, 
furrounded by feveral bodangis, and followed by other 
chiaoux •, twenty youths of didin&ion, called peiques* 
on foot, who, befides other rich ornaments, wore op 
their heads a conical cap of diver gilt,, decorated with 
• a plume of feathers, and carrying in their hands a 
kind of weapon, refembling an hatchet •, thefe walked 
in pairs, but at a great Pittance from each other; 
after them came the Grand Signior himfelf on horfe.- 
back, furrounded by twelve folakes on foot, d re fifed 
in a very rich and elegant habits. He was followed by 
two great officers, one bearing his fabre, and the other 
fome bags filled with paras, which he threw among 
the people/ % ^ 

All the ftrects through which the Grand Signior 

J >afies are lined on both fidesyvith janizaries, v/ho he, 
alutes with a fmall inclination pf the head, while th^y 
bow themfelyes very low, but without taking off their 
military caps. The Grand Signior’s fon followed alfo 
on horfeback : he was a very beautiful youth, abput » 
v ■ ' ■ eleven 


. 


Afia ; Minor} the ‘Archipelago, &c. 20 1 

' • \ 1 ■ 

eleven years of age, and' accompanied with feveral 
other youths of diftin&ion The proceflioh was clofed 
with feveral officers of the court, and of the janizaries, 
and a body of thofe troops .' 4 

This magnificent proceffion being paffed, we enter* 
ed a Turkifh tavern, but found fuch entertainment 
that we did not chufe to make a fecond vifit. We 
then hired a carriage to carry us to a diftant part of 
the city. Thefe carriages are extremely uneafy, as 
you are obliged to fit in them after the Turkifh man- 
ner*, that is, crofs-legged. Nor is their appearance 
^ny thing better, for they are built in the form of a 
cheft, covered with canvafs, and have lattice- windows 
on the Tides. 

We alfo faw in the large fquare, formerly the Hy- 
podrome , now called Atmeidan, not far from Ach- 
met’s mofque, a large ftrudlure called the palace of 
ISelifarius, and likewife the bafio relievo obelifk, which, 
according to the infcription, was ere&ed in the time 
of the emperor Theodofius. Near it is alfo another 
in very bad condition, though formerly covered with 
gilt brafs. 

Not far from this obelifk is Achmet’s fepulchre. 
The Turks diflinguifh by particular marks, the tombs 
of the fultans and fultana’s ; and alfo thofe of princes 
who died natural deaths, and thofe whofe lives were 
germinated by violence. Near this place are alfo the 
fepulchres of Muftapha, Mahomet, &c. ; ’ 

In an old tower, which now ferves for a kind of 
menagery, we faW four lions, feveral wolves, tygers,' 
and a wild cat, fent as prefents to the Grand Signior.- 
Being now without the gate, we took a view of the 
city walls, which formerly mud have been very, ftrong- . 
There are three, one within another, but not of an - 
equal height, and defended by towers, according to , 
the ancient method ; but are now differed to decay., 

In our walk round thefe walls, near Adrianople , 
gate, we faw the ruins of a prodigious ftrudure, cal- 
/ ’ led 
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Jed Conftantine’s palace, which (landing in a row with 
the walls, confutes a part of them. Formerly eve* 
ry perfon had free liberty to enter it ; but many fcan- 
dalous amours having been pradtifed in it, the doors 
have been fome time lhut up by order of the Grand 
Vizier. 

The next piece that engaged our attention, was an 
affedting objedt of antiquity ; namely, the pedeflal on 
which Hood the Columna Hiftorica , not long fince ta- 
ken down by order of the Grand Signior, to prevent the 
terrible deflrudlion, which, according to a vulgar tra- 
dition, was to be occafioned by it’s fall. This column, 
which is now depofited in the Seraglio, was executed in 
the fame manner as thofe of Trajan and Antoninus. 
Within it was a flight of winding-flairs leading to the 
top, and the furface of it was decorated with bafio re- 
lievo’s, reprefenting the conquefls, and military at- 
chievments of the emperor Arcadius, and executed in 
fuch a manner, that all the figures appeared to a fpec- 
tator to be of the fame fize. On the pedeftal itfelf is 
ilill remaining the figure of a triumphal car drawn by 
four horfes. 

Tow a r d s the evening we came to a refervoir, for 
receiving the water brought from Belgrado, a village 
fttuated in the middle of a large wood, twelve miles 
from Pera. Thefe aquedudls were eredted by Valen- 
tinian, and in fome parts confift of three arches, one 
over another. 

Not far from the former is alfo another refervoir, 
where the water is colledled from leveral neighbouring 
eminences. Near it the Grand Signior has pitched 
a tent, to which he often retires with the Grand 
Vizier. 

These aquedudls, which had been long negledled by 
the Greeks, and afterwards by the Turks, were repair* 
ed by Solyman, furnamed the magnificent, and it was 
a frequent faying of that emperor, That he was chiefly 
defirous of feeing three things, after which he fhould 
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with pleafure leave this world * namely. The finiihing 
of thefe aquedu&s, and of the great mofque he had 
begun *, and, laftly, the taking of Vienna. From 
this refervoir the water is diftributed to different parts 
of the city ; and is computed to run thirty miles from 
it’s fource, to Conftantinople. 

At fome diftance from hence we hired a felic, or 
fmall bark, to take a view of the harbour ; and in 
pailing by the Seraglio, we had the pleafure of feeing 
the daughter and lifter of the Grand Signior, who it 
(eems frequently amufe themfelves with this beau* 1 - 
tiful profpedh We landed, after this agreeable excur*» 
(ion on the water, at Tophana*, but none' of -the 
buildings we few deferve a particular defcription. 

Tophana derives it’s name from a building ere£t- 
isd there for calling cannon, and where all the officers 
have commodious apartments. This ftru&ure happen- 
ed to be fet on fire while a German count was taking 
a view of it, which gave occafion to the Turks, -who 
are remarkably fuperilitious, to attribute the accident 
to the Germans, who they pretended had looked on 
it with an envious eye. 

The beft method of feeing every things curious in 
Conftantinople, without any danger of being infulted, 
is to drefs in a Turkifh habit.- Difguifed in this man- 
ner we went, with a Turk of our acquaintance, to the 
jaffia bazar, or flave market, where we few a great 
number of women, both white and black, and a ipnul- 
tude of men. But fpeaking the Turkifh language 
very indifferently, we were very near being betrayed, 
fo that it was thought advifeable to retire, the franks 
not being permitted to appear there without a firman* 
or warrant from the Grand Signior. 

From this bazar we went to take a view of a very 
large palace or Seraglio, now in ruins *, it formerly be- 
longed to the Grand Vizir Guperli, but by fome fault 
in the workmanfhip great part of it fell down foon af- 
ter it \yas finished. At prefent it is in the pofleflion 
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jof the Tefterdar , or treafurer, in whofe ftables we faw 
above two hundred beautiful horles ; and in the gar- 
den v we were fliewn a large pavillion, fupported by 
marble pillars ; . but by the lownels of it’s fituation 
half of it flood in the water. And from hence you 
may pafs in a boat under the moique of St Sophia, 
which is built entirely upon pillars ; the great market- 
place is alfo faid to be built in the lame manner. In 
conftru&ing thefe pillars, it is natural to fuppofe, that 
ftrength was more confulted than beauty, though I 
obferved fome of the capitals were of the Corinthian 
order. 

The mod remarkable objeCl in this celebrated 
church or mofque of St Sophia, into which four fe- 
quins procured us admittance, is the cupola, or dome ; 
and fome travellers will have this to be the only an- 
tique piece in the whole building, imagining thac the 
church was originally much larger, and embellifhed 
with more ifles than at prefent. 

This dome is doubtlefs a mafterly piece of archi- 
tecture, though fomething flatter than that of St Pe- 
ter’s at Rome. It appears alfo, not to be fo large as 
it actually is, by reafon of it’s being exaCtly propor- 
tioned to the other parts of the ftruCture. The flairs 
by which you afeend, refemble thofe at St Peter’s at 
Rome, and St Mark’s at Venice. . Thefe flairs led ijs 
firft to a very elegant gallery, adorned with beauti- 
ful pillars, and running round the dome. It is alfo 
decorated with a baluftrade. 

The iqfide of the dome, and ceiling of the galle- 
ries, were formerly covered with mofaic work, but 
moft of it is now deftroyed ; the l urks never feru- 
pling to break off pieces and fell them to the Franks. 
But from the fmall remains of it, I do not think it 
was to be compared to what I had feen at Rome. It 
was of a vitreous fubftance, and the colours very per- 
manent. It feemed, indeed, a kind of enaipel^ or 
encauftic painting. . On the outfide of the church arp 
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four large buttrefles, built as a preiervative againft. 
earthquakes. With regard to the curious pillars in 
it, their capitals ar« not according to any of the regu- , 
lar orders of architefture, but in a very Angular tafte. 
The decorations on the infide of this mofqUef filch as 
lamps, carpets, &c. are little different from thofe iiX 
the other ftruftures of this kind. 

In our return to Pera we faw a kind of penftle gar- 
den, fupported by two hundred and forty white ftone 
pillars ; in this colonade feveral Armenians were employ- 
ed in the filk manufafture. Thefe pillars, befides the 
irregularity of their architefture, had few marks of 
antiquity, except feveral croffes and Greek letters. 
From hence we went through a fubterraneou^ paflage* 
having at the end of it a deep cavity, formerly, per- 
haps, a refervoir, and into which the water feems 
to have been conveyed through this fubterraneous 
walk. 

The next place that engaged our attention, was 
the burial-place of the Englifh and Dutch, in which 
we faw feveral elegant monuments, with very prolix 
and circumftantial infcriptions. 

Our next vifit was to the Greek and Armenian 
churches, though none of thefe ftru&ures afford any 
thing remarkable, being very flight and mean one 
of them was compleatly Anifhed from the foundation 
in; three months; This expedition is owing to -the 
ficklenefs of the Turks in granting patents ; for -if a 
counter-order fhould be iffued, which is very often 
the cafe, everything muft be immediately ftopped, 
though the building was nearly Anifhed. One of “the 
Greek churches is, however, equal to the moft beau- 
tiful ftruftures in Conftantinople ; but was built with 
fucii precipitancy that the roof fell in, the mortar not 
having had a fufficienc time to dry, fo that the walls 
could not ; fupport the weight of the building *, this 
misfortune was, however, loon repaired. ** 

We 
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• We were alfo fhewn a fmall molque, faid formerly 
to have been a Greek church. It is built after the 
model of St Sophia, and thence called by that name* 
Round it is a gallery fupported by marble pillars, of 
moft extraordinary beauty * and over it another equal 
to the former. 

Not far from this molque we met a funeral pro- 
ceffion. The perfon was faid to have died of the pe- 
ftilence *, and to our great furprize, was preceded by 
Romilh priefts finging the burial fervice, in the fame 
manner as at Rome. 

In paffing by the great gate of the feven towers, 
into which no perfon can enter without the Grand 
Signior’s firman, I obferved feveral pieces of baflb 
relievo, reprefenting the pagan deities with their attri- 
butes : but many parts of it greatly defaced. Here 
we were alfo fhewn the ancient gate of the feven 
towers, called the golden gate, where the Pope, on 
entering Conftantinople was received by the Emperor, 
who did him homage. 

- With regard to the gates of Conftantinople, I 
counted feven from the harbour to the feven towers, 
but fome of them were fhut. Near Selibri Capifi , or 
Selibrea Gate, I faw a Greek fubterraneous church, 
near which a fine fpring was difeovered, which they 
call the holy fountain. According to the Greeks the 
water is not only of the greateft ufe in feveral diftem* 
pers, but alfo procures longevity. Here is alfo the 
burying-place of the Greeks, and oppofite to it, ano- 
ther belonging to the Armenians. 

The r e are alfo other gates along the harbour, which 
feparate the city from a kind of fuburb, called Tanari, 
chiefly inhabited by Greeks and Jews. Here is alfo 
the palace of the Patriarch, or archbifhop of Jerufalem. 
He was a perfon of great learning, and his name Chry- 
f^nthus but the title given him Beatitudo Veftra. Be- 
fides the ancient Greek and Larin, which he fpoke 
very fluently, he was mafter of leveral other branches 
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of literature, and had formerly ftudied at Padua; fo 
that the few hours I fpent with him were the moft 
agreeable I pafled in Conftantinople. 

In order to take a view of fome parts without the 
city, we hired a faik at Galata. We firft failed to the 
tower of Leander, which Hands near Scutari. The * 
moft remarkable particular in this ancient ftru&ure is 
a well, the water of which is faid to have it’s fource 
in Afia, and conveyed hither by a fubterraneous paf- 
fage under the fea. Others pretend, that it is only 
a ciftern for holding rain-water, colle&ed in the feveral 
parts of the ftrudture. But the door of the afeent to the 
tower being nailed up we could not examine into theie 
particulars ; tho* we faw no pipes or gutters for con- 
veying the rain-water to this refer voir, and the roof of 
the tower is of fuch a conftrudtion, that no water can 
be faved from thence. But be the fource of it what it 
will the water is very good. 

We next pafled by the Seraglio of the Scutari, 
which lies diredlly oppofite to that of Conftantinople. 
Here I muft own, I was greatly difpleafed with the 
ftri<ftnefs of the laws, which exclude all ftrangers 
from vifiting that palace. For, confidering the coun- 
try, it has the appearance of a very noble ftrudfure. 
The gardens are full of cyprefs- trees, probably to 
conceal the women from the fight of thofe who pafs 
by the Seraglio ; and it muft be owned, they fuf- 
ficiently anfwer the intention for which they were 
planted. 

• Not far from Scutari is the ancient city of Chalce- 
don, at prefent called Cadikoi, or the judges vil- 
lage. It was formerly famous for an Oracle, and af- , 
terwards for a Council, held in this city •, and we vifi- 
ted a fmall Greek church; faid to be part of the anci- 
ent cathedral in which the council was held. The 
paintings in it were very mean, and the priefts fo ftu- 
pidly ignorant, that they could not read fome of the 

words 
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Words under the paintings, much lefs explain the 
meaning of them. 

We next came to Scutari, a city as large as Smyr- 
na, and fituated in Afia, almoft oppofite to Pera, one 
of the fuburbs of Conftantinople. Here is a very ele- 
gant mofque, founded by the fultana Valide ; and near 
it her maufoleum, where a man is kept to give drink 
to all paffengers that afk for it. 

We alfo vifited the iflands called by the Turks* 
Papaiadafiy by the Greeks Papadonifia y or the priefts 
iflands, on account of the convents built on them ; but 
the general name for them among the Franks is del 
Principle or princes iflands. Hali Pafcha , afterwards 
Grand Vizier, and an inveterate enemy to Chriflians 
in general, was for obliging all the ambafladors to re- 
move to thefe iflands, and all the Chriftian fubje&s of 
the Grand Signior, whether Greeks or Arminians, were* 
by confifcations, and other rigorous proceedings, to be 
compelled to embrace the Mahometan faith. But this 
narrow -foul’d bigot died at. Peter waradin before he 
could carry his deteftable fcheme into execution. 

These iflands are fituated in the fea of Marmora* 
about eighteen miles from Conftantinople, and about 
a mile and a half from each other. The Hrft is called 
Prod, and is now uninhabited, though formerly it 
had a convent, now wholly in ruins ; and though a 
patent for rebuilding it has often been folicited, none 
could ever be procured. The ambafiador of Holland, 
who offered to contribute largely, and was very im- 
portunate with the Grand Vizier, could not procure 
any building to be ere&ed in favour of Chriftianity. 

About four miles from this ifland are two defers 
rocks, called Plati and Oxia ; in the former of which* 
according to a tradition here, the famous Arius is bu- 
ried ; and I was even told, that the Arians viflt it once 
a year, and perform their devotions over his grave j 
while, on the other hand, die orthodox Greeks never 
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fail ro throw ftones at it whenever they pafs by thefe 
i (lands, in token of their deteftation of that heri- 
fiarch. 

The next ifland is Antigona, which has a village 
with a convent, both fituated near the ftrand. On : 
the top of a hill are alfo the ruins of an old church 
and convent, which one of the fathers informed 
us belonged to the Capuchins, and not improbable* 
while the Genoefe were matters of Galata. Here is 
alfo a very fpacious refervoir arched over*, and in the 
village a Greek church, famous for it’s great antique 
Ty, and dedicated to St John the Baptift. 

Opposite to Antigona lies the ifland of Chalci* : 
having a town near the fhore, in which are three con- 
vents, but built of wood. They are all pleafantly fiuta-* 
ted on eminences. Before the door of one of thefe con- 
vents is the tomb of an Englifli gentleman, called Ed- 
ward Barton, who was ambaflador to the Porte in the 
time of Queeh Elizabeth. 

Two miles from hence lies the ifland of Principate* 
properly fo called. This is the largeft of thefe iflands* 
and to this the French merchants frequently retire 
from the fatigue of bufinefs. Wine is here in great 
plenty, and tolerably good. The grapes are brought 
from the continent of Afia, which is not above two- 
miles diftanti One Turk only refided on the ifland* 
who was fecretary to the governor. 

Besides three decayed convents, we faw feveral 
ruins, probably of a fortrefs. And we were told* 
that in the time of the Greek emperors this was the • 
place of exile for perfons of diftindtion. 

As wine is not allowed to be fold at Conftantinoplef 
the intemperate Turks retire hither fecretly to in* 
dulge themfelves in drinking that liquor. The air is 
alfo very healthy, but the produce of the ifland hardly : 
fufficient to fupport it’s own inhabitants. 

The water here is fo faturated with mineral partial 
cles, that ftrangers foon find the effedb of them. The 
Voi. I P fourcc 
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fource qf this water is in neighbouring mountains, 
from whence, ft runs in channels into a large refervoir, 
to which the women frequently refort. 

.. Th ] s ifland has a moft delightful profpedl, Con- 
fia$tinople lying on one fide, and the continent of 
Afia on the other. Gallies are alfo daily pafling and 
repafling to and from Nicomedia, for timber for the 
Grand Signior’s docks. c 

„,The llaves in thefe gallies are permitted, on their * 
retqrn, to buy wine on this ifland, and afterwards to 
fell it in the bagnio, or flave-houfe. But they pur- 
chafe this privilege by giving a lhare of the profits to 
tfteir overfeers. # 

Directly facing this ifland is a mountain called 
the golden or treafure-mountain •, great numbers of 
people having been employed by the Grand Signior’s or- 
der in digging for a treafure, but which we could never 
hear had been difcovered. Near this ifland is a fmaller* 
called by the Greeks Gaidouronifi> or alfes ifland. It 
abounds with rabbets, brought thither by the French, 
fpr the diverfion of (hooting. . , 

In our return from thefe iflands we faw another Se- 
raglio belonging to the Grand Signior, called Fawn- 
kiojk , or light-houfe palace, it being built near a light- 
J^oufe, (landing on a promontory near Chalcidon, 
and is of great ufe to (hips entering the little bay* 
formerly called Oceanus Cbalcidonicus , though only 
eight i^iiles in circumference. . . w , . 

This Seraglio was built by Soliman the magnifi- 
cent, who ufed frequently to retire hither from the 
fatigues of government. But at prefent this palace is 
not regarded, nor any care taken to make the necef- 
lary repairs. In it we faw a very beautiful pavillion, 
with a marble bafon. The garden had no fruit, and 
the fountains and water- works entirely dry *, fo that 
all the ornaments it could boaft of were a few lofty 
pine-trees. 


Having 
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Having mentioned' a light-houfe on this promon- 
tory, I muft not omit another which I faw in an ex- 
curfion on the European fide of the Black-fea, the 
coaft of which feemed for many miles one continued 
chain of villages, towns, feats, gardens, and other 
improvements. 

This light-houfe is built on a promontory of the 
Black-fea, and is of great ufe to fhips coming from 
thence to Conftantinople. Oppofite to this, on the 
A fiatic coaft, is another of the fame form a‘nd dimen- 
fion. Near that on the European fide is a rock, 
on which is (till (landing part of the Cvlumna Pompeii % 
or Pompey’s pillar. What ferved for a pedeftal to it, 
is an altar of great antiquity, decorated with baflo fe- 
lievo’s of feftoons and rams-horns, being emblems of 
profperity and power. On the rock lies the remain- 
der of this pillar with it’s capital, but broke into five 
pieces. Except the ornaments of the Corinthian or- 
der, it appears to me to have had nothing remarkable. 
Though I could wifh* that the Greeks had not cut 
their names fo often on it, as they have by that means 
greatly defaced the infcription. 

In the above account of Conftantinople I have 
mentioned only what I faw, and, perhaps, too con- 
cifely. But a particular defcription would have fwel- 
Jed this work beyond it’s intended dimenfions. Be- 
fides, the fubjeft has been exhaufted by able writers, 
whole works are well known, and therefore the Ibort 
account I have given of this celebrated city will, J 
prefume, be thought fufficient. I fhall now proceed 
to defcribe fome foiemnities, and feftivous ceremonies 
which happened while I was in Conftantinople *, and 
conclude my account of that capital of the Ottoman 
empire, with a few remarks on the Turks and their 
women/ ' 
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Account y forpe folemnities , a?id feflivous ceremo- 
nieSy . and procejjiom ; particularly , that per - 
formed at the circumcifwn of the Grand Signior s 
children . Together ' with fo??ie obfervations on 
- the cufloms, manners, women, &cc of the Turks ; 
and rdw*n to Smyrna by water . 1 ’ * , 

# I’L// . • *w •• 

?1 * H E folemnities and feftivous ceremonies, ;on 
' account; of the circumcifion of the Grand Sig- 
nior’s children were performed as follows. , In a plain 
near a village direftly oppofite to Conftantinople, caU 
led Caflum Pacha, tents were pitched for the Grand 
Signior, the Grand .Vizier, and other principal per- 
fons of the court. * , . , . ..... 

It muft be owned, that the Turks fpare for no-' 
thing in rendering their tents convenient and magni- 
ficent. Thofe belonging to the Grand Signior were 
exceeding fplendid, and covered entirely with filk*,. 
and one pf them lined with a rich filk ftuff, the right 
fide of which was the apartment for, the .. eunuchs. 
But even this was exceeded by another, which 1 was 
informed coft twenty -five thoufand piafters. , t It? wasf 
made in Perfia, and intended as a prefent to the Grao4 
Signior, ,and was not finifhed in lefs than three or/ojU$t 
years. But all the return the perfon found for his 
gant prefent, was an order for forty purfes. , ;5 . i lK * -»[ 
The outfide, of this tent was not indeed remark 
able, but it was lined with a fingle piece made .pf r/ ga- 
mers hair, and beautifully decorated with feftopns^d 
fentences in the Turkifh languages. Behind thijs . 
was another * but very fmall, ferving as a retreat*, and . 
at a fmall diftance from it were four others, being, as - 
it were, the bed-chambers of the Grand Signior and 
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his ions. The monarch had alfo his bathing tent, 
and adjoining to his apartment, a lattife-houfe of 
wood, conftruCted in a particular manner, and fent to 
the Grand Signior, as a prefent from an Indian king.* 
The tents of the Grand Vizier, and thofe of the v prin- 
cipal courtiers, were pitched in the fame manndv v fho* 
not fo rich, confiding of four large tents, a final! one 
lor (leeping in, and a fourth for bathing. 

After viewing thele tents we walked in the even- ■ 
ing to Fanari, one. of the fuburbs of Conftantinople, 
lituated on the harbour, and lurrounded with a wall ; 
and is the principal refidence of the Greeks. Thp 
tent of our walking hither, was to have a full view^pf 
the fire -works played off in the harbour every e veil- 
ing during the whole time of thefe rejoicings. Here 
we took up our quarters with a certain Greek, who 
was Furrier to the Grand Vizier, and at the fame time 
under the protection of the Dutch ambaffador, as his 
Droggeman, or interpreter. It is common for the 
Greeks, by way of protecting themfelves from the 
infolence of the Turks, to affume the tide of Drogge- 
man, or interpreter, to fome ambaffador * and fome 
have been known to purchafe the tide. 

This Greek had married a very ugly, but at the 
fame time a very rich woman, which occafioned a 
pleafant adventure The Greeks marry without fee- 
ing their future bride, relying on the choice of fome 
female friend or relation for her beauty and good 
temper. * The marriage -contract being fettled among 
their friends, and the nuptial benediction pronounced, 
the bride is led veiled into the bridegroom’s chamber, '■ 
where he lifts up the veil m great peturbation, to 
know what fete has bellowed on him: Our hoft was,*" 
it feems, fo fhocked at the forbidding countenance of 
his wife, that he flew out of the room ; but her rela-' 
tions made up the affair, by adding 'feme pUrfes to 1 
the former contract, and fince they haveiived very 
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The illuminations and fire-works were really won-r 
tterful* ; representing in a very grand and beautiful 
tafte*; cattles, obeliiks, &c, and being all on floats, 
moved along by the walls of the Seraglio, where the 
Grand Signiorftood to fee them. 

>i'Th? next day we returned to the camp, where we 
faw feveral companies pafling along in their formalities, 
carrying their prefents to the Grand Signior *, it being 
an,eftablifhed cuftom, for all the companies of Cpn- 
ftantinople, to appear with their prefents at publick 
rejoicings, and, in return, are feafted at the Grand 
Signior’s expence. This cuftom, of bringing prefents* 
i$ carried fo far, that each of the foreign ambalfadors, 
are obliged by the Grand Vizier, to bring prefents to 
the amount of nine hundred or a thoufand piafters. 
All thefe donations, with the time when, and on what 
occafion given, are carefully regiftered in a book for- 
that purpofe, - . 

The above companies in time of war, furnifh fohr 
diers, and alfo fupport them ’till they join the army. 
The villages and country towns muft likewife prGK 
vide horfes and camels for the ufe of the army. : . 

The proceflion on this occafion was in the follow-i 
ing manner ;firft came a man. . fowing feed, follow^ 
ed by two oxen drawing a plough, furrounded by pea- 
fan ts. After thefe came the bakers, and before them 
one of their fraternity, at work in a fmall tent compo- 
fed of paper and wood, and drawn by a horfe. Thefe 
were followed by the fhepherds, with all their paftoral 
implements ; and after them the other companies, but 
aft in a, different form. . . , , . t ; . i 

. The. companies were followed by the prefents, 
which confided chiefly of plate, preceded by two war** 
dens of each company. The procelfion was enlivened 
with drums, flutes, &c. which; made a very pleafing 
harmony. JJut what I little expected to fee, were Se- 
veral ma&cd buffoons, dreffed ia % Yery odd manner. 
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The company of the Befefteins, or rich markets, 
mentioned before, made the bed appearance, 'and, alt* 
the fame time, their prefents were the richeft/ They- 
rode two and two on very beautiful horfefc, and laid 
their prefents down before the Grand Signioris tenti. 
After the companies and their prefents, followed the 
rope-dancers, tumblers, wreftlers, &c. exhibiting fe-« 
veral fpecimens of their dexterity. 

Tn e next fpectacle was that of two men of war, 
drawn along by ropes, and reprefenting a mock fea- 
fight. ' The croud were highly delighted with this, 
but I thought it very childifh. 

During thefe feftivities, the foreign ambafladors 
are invited to an entertainment, but without any re- 
gard to rank. Thus our ambaflador was invited at 
the fame time with the Engliih, and being glad of 
having an opportunity of feeing a Turkilh feafl, I 
obtained leave to join the retinue of the Englifh am* 
baflfador, ours being indifpoled. 

On the ambaffador’s arrival in the camp, was con- 
duced by the Grand Vizier’s Agas into a (mall tent 
belonging to his Cay a, or firft minifter. It would 
have been polite, and I think not improper for the 
Cay a himfelf to have received the ambaflador, but that 
(lately officer continued in another tent, without offer- 
ing to perform this piece of complaifance. 

This Caya, who was about five and thirty, was a 
very great favourite with the Grand Vizier, and, ac- 
cording to report, from very odd motives. But how- 
ever this be, he had fuch an afcendency over his ma- 
iler, that the Grand Vizier having once figned an or- 
der which he did not approve, he returned it with this 
tflefiage, That the Grand Vizier did not know what 
he had done. He walked two or three times by the 
tent where the ambaffador was, without ever deigning 
to turn his face that way to falute him, though his ex- 
cellency, every time he approached, rofe from his 
feaf. • - • 

V 4 - The 
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The tent in which we were entertained was none 

*“ Jk/ , t T 1 1 > v • , v / /11*. ‘•P 1 ^ * v 

or the largeft, haying in it- f only nine feats. Next tQ 
the ambaffadoi 4 fat the chief Droggeman, or interpre- 
ter of the Porte, who converfed with the ambaffador. 
This is a Very confiderable pod, and at that time was 
filled by a nobleman about thirty years of age, a filler’s 
fon of the celebrated Mauro Cgrcato, prince of Wa- 
lachia. 

After the Grand Signior and Vizier were arrived 
at their tents, the prefents were brought, and entered 
in a book by the Caya. After this his excellency was; 
fed into a fmall tent, clofe to thole of the Grand Sig- 
nior and Vizier, from whence he could conveniently 
fee the feveral diverflons, Thefe were begun by the 
rope-dancers, who were fucceeded by the buffoons, 
whofe jells, double entendres, and conundrums, high- 
ly delighted the audience. The agility of the dances 
is accompanied with feveral poltures difpleafing to 
rnodefty. Some danced in the Spanilli manner, with 
tolerable gravity, and with faflignets in each hand. 
The band of mufick confifted of flutes, and drums of 
different fizes, which they beat on the upper part 
'With a flick, and on the under with a bowl, forming 
by this means different founds. But the oddell dances, 
and which had nothing offenfive, were thofe perform^ 
ed by the Moors. / i ... *.• 

Next followed the equeftrian games, performed by 
the pages of the Grand Signior and Vizier, ^ They, 
were all jmounted on the fineft horfes that could be 
procured, and rode tw'o and two with full fpeed. ,Tbe 
hindermofl threw his wooden lance at his antagpnift, 
and generally hit him in his back. This fport js.not 
however free from danger, fame having been killed Qiy 
> the fpot. This fport lafted near an hour. After this; 
they performed a mock-fight, throwing their wooden 
lances at each other, but, I think, with little diverfior^ 
to the audience. Some, however, fhewed an adqa^ 
rable dexterity, taking up, at full fpeed, their lancesi 
: fror» 
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from the ground; The Cay a was preferitthe whofe 
time on horfeback* animating the twoptfr^. , ^ . 

Th 1 s being ended, a galley placed bn; rouefes was 
drawn into the camp -, me was lull or men ? and jihj- 
rated the motion of rowing. But thi$ being unnatu,- 
ral, appeared to me as contemptible as the mock-fight 
between their men of war. ' ' „ ' v v ‘ " ’• ! , ' r !A ,.i . 

Another childilh performance mult not pafs with- 
out mention, as it was ridiculed even by the Turks* 
themfelvcs. This was the taking of two, wooden 
caftles eredled before the Seraglio. The afiailants were 
in gallies, and three maft veflels built on purpofe, and 
the ammunition on both Tides were apples and water- 
melons. But the populous were not afraid to pafs 
their jells on this occafion, faying, the Grand Signior 
had gained two caftles of pafteboard, and loft two of 
irpn ; meaning thofe of Belgrade and Temefwear. 

What pleafed me better, was a proceftion of the 
children, who were to be circumcifed. at this time*' 
They were preceded by perfons with brufhes in their 
hands dipt in oil, which they fprinkled on the clothes 
of thofe who refufed to retire-, and this had, indeed,; 
ipore effeft than the janizaries with their clubs. Thefe 
were followed by about a hundred furgeons, : who 
were to perform the operations. After . thefe came 
the children three a- bread, and attended on each fide 
by janizaries. • The number of thefe was about three 
hundred, bpt chiefly of the poorer fort-, it being a 
cuftom for the Grand Signior’s fon to make Tome do- 
nation to thofe who are circumcifed with him. Every * 
dfvifion of this proceftion was .preceded by Turkilh 
itiufic, and I obferved feveral women, fome carrying 
their children, and others walking as hear them as 
poflible, in whofe countenances various paftions were 
ltrongly marked. 

At three in the afternoon his excellency was afked. 
Whether he would* pleafe to dine ? and we were led 
back to the Caya’s tent. The firft preparative was a 
r*. • large 


at S Travels through part of Europe, 

large circular piece of red filk fpread as a table-cloth, 
and on it laid white napkins embroidered with flowers,' 
one for each twoperfotts-, befldes which, each perfon 
had a piece of linnen clotlvof a blackifh colour, alfo 
embroidered with flowers. A fmali ^ table was now 
placed in the middle, and On it a large filver charger, 
and every perfon prefented with a wooden difli, and 
a piece of bread. : Next fmali plates of fallads and 
cucumbers were placed on the table, a large bowl of 
four cream, and in -the middle rice-milk. This 
courfe being removed, thirty difhes of roafted fowls, 
partridges, &c were fucceflively ferved up, but none 
thoroughly roafted. j Nor had we hardly time enough 
allowed us to tafte them. . 

-i Aft er thefe rice-milk was again placed on the ta- 
ble, as if this was a fecond meal, after which came tarts, 
fweet-meats, fruit, &c. exceeding fine. j Now followed 
the Pilao, or rice mixed with currants and almonds, in 
the form of a- pyramid. * And, laftly, three large 
bowls filled with Pooling liquors, one of the juice of 
currants, the fecond of that of apricots, and the* 
third of quinces, all fweetened with fugar. Thefe li- ; 
quors were allvefy palatable. Several fervants, in 
the mean time, flood behind us, fome having fnow 
water in decanters, and others fherbet in china bowls; 

. ‘ When the Turks perceived we were fatisfied, the 
table, napkins, &rc. were all taken away, and filver: 
bafons brought for wafhing our hands. J After which 
rofe-water, perfumes, and, laftly, coflee were ferved 
up, which concluded this Turkilh banquet-, the moft 
dafagreeable part of which was, there being neither 
knife nor fork-*, and the ambaflfadors fervants were eat- 
ing behind us at the fame time, and in the fame tent. J : 

After our repaft, the interpreter went to the Grand 
Vizier, and on his return afked his excellency if he had 
been well entertained ; alluring him, it was the Grand 
Signiof *s defire he fhould be treated in the moft polite? 
manner y adding, that he was now at his liberty either 

to 
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to return, or fe$ the other diverfions, The Caya alfo* 
fent the lame compliment, with an offer for adtors to? - 
perform before his tent j but this the ambafiador po- 
litely declined* . ... 

As we had tailed no wine during this entertainment, 
we returned with the ambafiador to fupply that deficit 
ency at his palace. . And indeed a want of this liquor 
is one of the greatefl inconveniencies of dining with a* , 
Turk. ..... ..... : u.i 

As I here faw the ceremony of perfume in * it’s full) 
luflre, it may not be amifs to give fome account of it. > 
A fxiver chaffing-difh of very neat workmanihip is 
placed on a board, -and in it fome. burning coals,: with 
a piece of aloes wood, and over thefe a cover. full of 
imall holes. The agreeable fmell of the aloes wood 
afcends through die holes, and a Have holds the chak 
fing-difh under the be2rd of every gueft, that all may’ 
alike participate of the elegant perfume. As foon ay 
the chaffing dilh is removed, each rubs his beard with 
his hand, that the pleafing vapour%nay penetrate the: 
deeper, and remain there a much longer time : fo that 
this may be confidered as a kind of offering to every 
perlon’s beard. .• . * ■ . 

• What recommends this ceremony to me, ibefides 
the agreeablenefs of the fmell, is the convenience j of 
it ; for this perfume is an indication, that the mailer 
of . the houfc cannot conveniently flay any longer with 
the company, and thus faves all that hypocrify and un-: 
eafinefs too common among us, of preffing vifitants to* 
ftay longer, when, at the fame time, we heartily- wilh 
they would. take their leave. • . j 

..These ceremonies were repeated in the fame 1 man-** 
ner for a fortnight, . and every evening doled with 
illuminations and fire-works.. And we had the plea- 
fure of feeing thet proceffion- of the Grand Signior’s 
fons who were to be circumcifed, the grandeur and * 
magnificence of which filled ua with very favourable 
ideas of the Iplendor and magnificence of thejOttoman r 
’ i ' court. 
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court, ^ which, ) in . thofe particulars, excels any I 
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; At l tf the i ftreets through which this • proceflion 
puffed, ; were lined on both Tides with janizaries. > The 
proceflion began with the officers of that corps ; af- 
ter whom came their aga. -He was followed by a 
great number of Cbiaouxes, Capicibaffis ; four great 
officers \ » and laftly*i. the Grand .Vizier, with all his 
court, the Cay a only excepted, who being his .chief 
officer, or fecretaryof ftate, remains in his palace for 
expediting any affairs that may happen unexpectedly.- 
After thefe came the Grand Signior’s courc, preceded 
by the, Spahis, or horfe-guards,. the Seins^ or vaffals,* 
courtiers, pages, . • : . . . * -j 

These were followed by large pyramids. Tome of 
which were higher than the houfes, drawn by horfes.. 
Thefe • pyramids were very ingenioufly. made with 
wax, and decorated with all kinds of preferved fruits. 
Round the bottom of thefe pyramids, were the Se-? 
raglio’s, gardens, ^avillions, &c. of the Grand Sig-' 
nior, finely reprefented in wax. Thefe. were followed 
by reprefentations of the mod: curious products of na-- 
ture, as fruits, vegetables, &c. made wholly of fugar. 

• A t length came the young prince, furrounded by • 
a fplend id. troop of courtiers. The whole furniture 
of his horfe was covered with pearls and diamonds, i 
He was preceded by about thirty led horfes, capa* - 
rifoned with nearly the Tame profufion of gems. as that 
on which he was mounted. ' . * ii;; 

Th i s • prince was followed by his brothers* In * a 
Turkey coach, drawn by fix grey horfes, . with two-- : 
coachmen,.: after the Spanifh manners /.This coach'*' 
was equal to what might have been expe&ed Tronic 
the magnificence of the monarch. The wheels werfcc 
plated with filver, and » the coach lined with velvet* h 
covered with pearls. c This coach was ffurrounded by 
young noblemen, who threw handful of paras among ' 
the populace, ... .*•// **..;•* . .. I-* i- 
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At coining to the place where the Grand Sighior 
flood to fee the procefiion pals by him, every cttfe boMM 
ed very low. The young prince faluted his^ father 
four feveral ways : Firft, By putting his hand* to his 
ftirrup, next to his head, then to his mouth/ arid laft- 
iy, to bis breaft, bowing his head at the fame 1 time; 
The younger princes did the like, as well as their aige 
would permit. • Behind the coach followed 11 the chiefs 
of the eunuchs, both white and black. Thefe have 
generally great influence on their mailer * arid on this 
account the Viziers themfelves (hew them great re- 
fpe<5l. Next to them followed two others,-' at the 
head of forty pages, of whom there were two hun- 
dred and eighty, and every forty preceded by two 
eunuchs. This grand procefiion was clofed by a great 
number of ulhers, and other officers of the court. 

On thefe occafions multitudes of people, both 
Turks, Greeks, and Armenians, bring petitions to 
the Grand Signior on their heads, whence they are ta- 
ken by Boftangis , and delivered to the Grand Signior. ' 

Some days after the conclufion of this feftivai, I 
faw the Ottoman monarch ride in Hate, attended by 
his whole court, and with equal magnificence. ' This 
was on the firft day of their little Bair am , when every 
Turk*- not the Grand Signior himfelf excepted, kills 
a flheep with his own hand, and diftributes the flefii 
to the poor. On this occafion I faw 'fix: Viziers toge- 
ther, namely, the Grand Vizier, four others, and the 
high admiral. 

* Immediately after the Grand Signior followed 
tht Sabetar, or fabre-bearer ; and next to him, thofe 
who ferve the Grand Signior with water for his abluti- 
ons ; and thefe alfo threw paras among the- people. 
Ail the furniture of the led horfes were of aftonifhing 
magnificence, n 

/The Grand Signior wore on his turban a diamond' 
of immenfe value * and the three plumes of feathers, 
as they were explained to me, denoted the three kingr? 

doms 
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doms of Buda, Conftantinople, and Babylonia. Thefe 
plumes are fattened together by the above diamond. 
Some days after I faw the Mufti, or high-prieft, gi- 
ving r his benediction, from an elegant marble pulpit* 
in the great market, to the army, then going to take 
the field. 

• I shall now proceed to mention fome cuftoms 
which I obferved during my ftay at Conftantinople^ 
With regard to the Turks in general, I mean fuch as 
are fo from their birth, they are very honeft, and pun- 
ctual obfervers of their word. But among them are 
great numbers of renegadoes, or apoftate Chriftians, 
who are of a very oppofite character, being fome of 
the greateft villains on earth. They are alfo induftri- 
ous on all occafions to ftiew a greater hatred to the 
Chriftians, than the Turks themfelves,. in order to 
create an opinion, that their change of religion was 
fincere, though many of them, when they can do it with 
fafety, ridicule the Mahometan faith, as indeed they 1 
would any other for intereft. 

Among the Turks the left-hand is the place of 
honour. In their falutations they lay the hand orl 
their bread, but never take off their turban to any 
perfon whatever. At meeting they wifli each other 
peace *, a cuftom that feems to have been retained from 
the firft ages. ' 

The principal reafon why the Turks generally have- 
a plurality of wives, is for making an oftentatious 
difplay of their wealth *, .the common phrafe for ex- 
prefling the riches of a perfon, being that of havingj 
fo many wives. There is, however, always one ‘.HP 
preme, who direCts the affairs of the houfe. But in 
the mean time, none can be more jealous of one ano- 
ther, than thefe women are •, and whenever any one 
of them proves with child, all the reft plot together 
to contrive means for making her mifcarry. 

The Turks are very compaffionate to beafts, par- 
ticularly to cats and dogs, often leaving legacies for 
v . ' their 
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their comfortable fubfiftence •, and feveral perfons who 
live near Conftantinople, make a kind of trade of 
boarding thofe creatures. 

The mofques in general are very well endowed, 
and from this polite principle mod men in power, 
when they have accumulated great fums, and are ap- 
prehenfive of a turn of fortune, here more common, 
and attended with worfe confequences than elfewherc, 
fettle great part of their fortunes on a mofque, or 
build a kane, or publick inn - 9 by which means, what- 
ever becomes of the remainder of his fortune, he pro- 
cures from thefe foundations a genteel annuity, du- 
ring his life. 

The Turks are remarkably well attended by their 
fervants, though they have generally no wages, efpe- 
cially if their m after be poffefled of feme grand poll, in. 
hopes of preferment. It is a pleafure that* attends 
vi Citing perfons of diftin&ion here, to obferve with 
what alacrity and difpatch every thing is done at the 
lead nod of the mafter. Ready money in Turkey' 
is a very advantageous commodity, and may be fe- 
curely placed out at twelve per cent. But fuch as are 
not fatisfied with that rate of intereft, muft be conten- 
ted to run feme rifque. The common method is, that 
he who receives a hundred guilders, gives a note for a 
hundred and twelve one year after date. Sometimes 
pledges, fuch as diamonds, pearls, and the dike, are 
given to the creditor as a fecurity. And I muft ob- 
ferve, that .few are to be found among the Turks, 
who have a large perfonal eftate, independent of em- 
ployments. 

The Turks are very fond of bathing,, and accord- 
ingly the bagnios are feme of the moft elegant build- 
ings in Turkey, and are generally founded, through 
a benevolent principle, by wealthy Turks. The fer- 
vants in them, have a fettled falary, befides vails* 
which are generally confiderable. The price for bath- 

... ing 
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ing is not great ; but foreigners always pay more than 
the natives. 

I am, however, inclined to think, that the fre- 
quent ufe of baths, deftroys the elafticity of the fibres. 
But as the Turks are very fond of corpulency, efpeci- 
ally in their women, they ufe thefe warm baths more 
frequently than they would otherwife do, to acquire 
this pleafing quality. 

The commonality hate the Chriftians in a moft vi- 
rulent manner ; and this checks in fome degree the 
regard which otherwife people of rank would fhew ' 
the Europeans. 

Whenever a fire breaks out in any part of the 
city, the Grand Signior, Vizier, and other great men, 
repair immediately to the fpot, to animate, by their 
prefence, others to ufe their utmoft endeavours in 
quenching it. 

The Turkifh women never go abroad without a 
veil, which covers their whole face, except their eyes 
and nofe. The reft of their drefs nearly refembles 
that of the Greek women. They wear on their heads 
a kind of cap, called Talpon , and round their neck 
a large handkerchief, embroidered with pearls and 
gems. Some I faw dreffed in fmall turbans of diffe- 
rent colours, diffeminated with pearls. They alfo 
place a great number of emeralds in their hair, which - 
hangs very long behind, and is braided into trefies. 

The ladies of diftin&ion wear a long robe lined 
with ermine, and under it a kind of jacket, and a fine 
fhift of filk, which is fattened round the neck with a 
diamond. Round their waift they wear a very rich 
and broad girdle, fattened before with diamond 
buckles. Below this girdle they wear long drawers 
made of fine filk, with white ftockings and yellont > 
fhoes. 

This is the general drefs among all the women of 
fafhion, there being very little difference between ? 

. • the ^ 
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the Turkifh and Greek women; but Jew women 
are dreffed fomething different, efpecially about the ' 
head. 

The Greek women in general paint, which ridicu- 
lous cuilom has alfo infedled many of the ladies among 
the Franks. They alfo make ufe of a black powder 
for tinging their eye Jafhes, and to make their eyes 
appear as large as poffible. A great deal has been 
faid with regard to the ladies in the Seraglio, but, 
the greatefl part is, I believe, mere fi&ion. All 
the Turkifh women are very fond of large pendants, 
which they fallen to their turbans, near their ears. 

Most of the women of fortune among the Greeks 
affedt great richnefs in their girdles ; and gold brace- 
lets enamelled, as fet with jewels. Some wear gold 
chains about their necks, and lbme necklaces compo-; 
fed of fequins. When they go abroad they wear a 
kind of mantle lined with fur or filk, according to 
the feafon of the year. The Jewifh women, befides; 
the difference already mentioned in their caps, are not 
fuffered to appear publickly unlefs dreffed in a black • 
robe. 

The fhip in which we had agreed to return to 
Smyrna lay at Bifcotafi, a fuburb of Conflantinople,, 
Ctuated on the Black Sea, and near the maufoleum 
of the famous Barbaroffa. The fhips ready to fail 
generally repair hither for fafety* as from hence they 
can fall down with the current, and (land off to fea, 
without any danger of finking againfl any of the jet- 
ties of the Seraglio : a misfortune that too often hap-; 
pens, and occafions great damage, if not the lofs of 
the fhip. 

Nothing remarkable happened ’till we were off 
Gallipoly, .where being forced from our anchor, the 
wind and current drove us within ten paces of the 
mole, fo that the Turks expedted we fhould flrike 
every inflant. But the fkill and activity of the cap-} 
tain and failors happily faved the fhip. 

. Yol. k When 
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When we came to the old caftle, we were obliged 
to fubmit to a feeond fearch by the Turks, who made 
us all, without diftindtion, , pafs by them one after 
another, to fee if there were among us any fugitive 
Haves from Conftantinople. We continued here fome 
days, and took up our lodgings in the little town near 
the caftle, on the Afiatic fide. Here we faw a procef* 
fion of thirty janizaries, who had viftted, according to 
cuftom, the houfe of a young woman lately married, 
for the ufual prefent. Soon after we law the bride 
drefied in a veil that covered her whole head. Two 
old women led her, and feveral others followed her. 
As foon as fhe entered the bridegroom’s houfe paras 
were diftributed to the populace. The janizaries were 
prefented with a Hieep, and the bride’s relations were 
entertained with pilao, the ftanding difh in a Turkifh 
feaft. 

f 

During the time our fhip lay here we vifited a 
large Greek village, on the European fide. Here we, 
with fome concern, faw a Capigi Baffin fent to demand' 
the head of the baflia of the new caftle, without the 
leaft trial. 

' About twelve or fifteen miles from the old caftle, 
on the European fide, are ftill fome ruins of the ancient 
Abydos, and alfo of Seftos ; and about three hours di- 
ftance up the country is a caftle, fituated among the 
mountains *, but which the Turks aftlired us was for- 
merly waftied by the fea ; adding, as a proof of this, 
that near it, fome few years ago, feveral iron rings 
had been found clofe to the wail, ufed for mooring 
the ftiips. 

Th is caftle was fituated on the top of a lofty rock, 
where the ruins of it ftill remain, and fliew, that it 
was of an elegant archite&ure.. One fide of the rock 
* being inacceflible had no need of fortifications ; but 
on the other were fome remains of a kind of baftions, 
<o defend it from any affault on that fide ; and on the 
fummit of the rock were other works, with handfome 

apart- 


Digitized by Google 


Afia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 227 

apartments hewn in the rock, together with fine refer- 
voirs ; fo that this caftle could not eafily be taken : 
though on the other fide of the rivulet Mendris is a 
mountain, from whence the Turks are faid to have 
cannonaded it. The ruins of this caftle are ftill called 
by the Turks, the Jaours, or Chriftians caftle. With 
regard to the iron rings mentioned above, we were 
not fortunate enough to find any, though we fought 
them with the utmoft afiiduity ; and I much queftiorr, 
whether the fea ever extended fo far, notwithftanding 
the adjacent county is very low. 

We, through inadvertency, ftayed fo long on the 
European fide, that our ftiip, in the mean time, got 
under fail, and we were forced to go on board aciambir, 
which very fortunately put in there the day before, 
and the next continued her voyage. Thefe fort of 
vefiels fail very fwiftly with a fair wind, but are not at 
all proper for turning to windward. 

When we came off the new caftle we were board- 
ed by a faik, to demand the duty. After paffing this 
channel the veflel touched feveral times on a ledge of 
fmall rocks, on the weft of Tenedos, called by the 
Greeks Mirmikoi , or pifmires, • and by the French 
Zecca. After this nothing remarkable happened ’till 
we reached the ifiand of Mitelene, where we were 
obliged, by bad weather, to put in at the harbour of 
Molava. And defigning to go by land to the other 
fide of the ifiand, we here paid our Rays> or captain, 
for our paftage. 

Mol ava is a fmall town on the ifiand of Mitelene, 
built on the declivity of a conical mountain, and de- 
fended by a ftrong fort, the corfairs having formerly 
attempted to cut fmall vefiels out of the harbour. 

* The houfes have fiat roofs, but are low and mean. 
-The women here are differently dreffed from thofe of 
‘ Mitelene,- wearing high turbans on their heads, a fa- 
fliion that alfo prevails at Petra, a village fituated on 
Tuf .. q^ 2 ■ - the 


228 Travels through part of Europe, 

the coaft, at the mouth of a good harbour, where 
(hips are defended from fquallsoiten pouring from be- 
tween the mountains, by means of a large and high 
rock. 

It lies about an hour from Molava, and (lands 
in a plain, having in the center a lmall eminence, on 
which is a little but very neat church, dedicated to 
the Madonna. We were here fhewn an image of the 
Virgin Mary, which is faid to have walked up that 
eminence, without any human afiiftance, and gave 
occafion (or ere&ing the church. This miracle is faid 
to have happened about two hundred years ago, when 
the Genoeie were mafters of the ifland., And the 
Greeks, whenever they are under any apprehenfion of 
a vifit from the corfairs, are fure to conceal their bed 
effects here; and we were allured, that a corfair, af- 
ter firing feveral (hot at this church, funk immediate- 
ly to the bottom. 

There are at prefent about a hundred and twenty 
Greek families at Molava, the reft of the inhabitants 
being Turks. From this town we rode on mules to 
Mitelene, through a moft charming valley, finely 
planted with olive-trees, in which the wealth of this 
ifland confifts. We alfo paffed through a wood of 
pine-trees, which not being large enough for malls, 
are ufed for extracting tar. The road lay through 
Caloni, a handfome village, and the refidence of the 
bilhop, who has under his jurifdidiion the towns of 
Molava and Petra. The village of Caloni is the an- 
cient Methymna, formerly fo famous for it’s wine. 
The bifhop, whom I had before feen at Mitelene, 
gave us a very friendly reception. In the neighbour- 
hood are five or fix convents under his jurifdidlion ; 
and the church here is the moft elegant of any eccle- 
fiaftical ftrufture belonging to the Greeks, I had yet 
feen, the in fide being finely gilt. The prelate is vifi- 
ted by more Turks than I dare fay are welcome, be- 
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ing obliged to furnifh all who travel through the 
ifland with necefifary provifions. 

After leaving this place we palled over the large 
plain of Caloni, one fide of which is finely watered by 
feveral rivulets, and the other extends to Caloni bay, 
lrequented by fmall veffels coming to load with fair, 
the falt-pans lying there in a low marfhy ground, on 
the fide of a fmall lake of fait water. The procefs for 
making fait here is nearly the fame as in Italy. 

After paffing a chain of mountains we entered a 
moft beautiful plain, at the beginning of which is Olive- 
tree harbour, and one of the fineft in the whole world, 
except that the entrance is fomething difficult. It i$ 
iuppofed to have obtained it’s name from the multi- 
tude of olive-trees which cover the plain, and acclivi- 
ties of the neighbouring mountains. All the money 
arifing from the fale of the oil produced from the 
olives growing here, remains in the ifland ; and rec- 
koning a quintal only at fix piaflers, feventy or eighty 
thoufand, the common produce, amount to a very 
confiderable fum. , . 

This plain extends almoft to Mitelene, which lies 
^bout twelve leagues from Molava. On our right- 
hand we obferved a high mountain, at the foot of 
which is a large village called Ayas, famous in thefe 
parts for a chapel called Our Lady of Ayas. Innu-i- 
merable miracles being attributed to the image placed 
in it, numbers of Greeks refort hither from the neighr 
bouring iflands. 

As 1 have already given an account of Mitelene, I 
ffiall only add. That the produce of the duties on 
goods is here very confiderable. The colledtor is faid 
to have farmed thefe duties at one hundred purfes, 
but at prefent he gives only feventy. The clergy 
here alfo leem to have been careful of their interelt ; 
for every Greek, however poor, cannot marry with- 
out a licence from the bifhop, which cofts fifty pia- 
sters ; and not lefs than five hundred is required of 
: ‘ 3 thofe 
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thofe in plentiful circumftances, fo that numbers re- 
main unmarried in order to fave their money. Bap- 
tifm alfo produces another part of the bilhop’s reve- 
nue. At this ceremony an odd cuftom prevails, 
namely, that the god-father always makes a prefent 
to the child’s parents, and feldom lefs than twenty 
piafters. 

. We embarked on board a felucca, belonging to 
this ifland, for Smyrna, and were in the greateft dan- 
ger of being loft by the ftormy weather. But Provi- 
dence was at laft pleafed to bring us fafe into the little 
harbour of Tochia Nuova, where we went to a Greek 
convent, and were chearfully entertained by one of 
the papas , or fathers, in a fmall room where he re- 
futed. The following day we again put to fea, with 
the papa’s prayers for our fafety, and foon after arri- 
ved at the long wiflied-for port of Smyrna. 


CHAP. XVI. 

Voyage from Smyrna to Scio ; with an account 
of that if and, and it's inhabitants . 

M Y curiofity being rather fharpened than fatisfied 
by the variety of obje&s I had feen, I took 
leave of my -friends at Smyrna, and embarked on 
board a French fhip bound to Alexandria, but was to 
touch by the way at Scio, in order to land feme paflen- 
gers and goods on that ifland. 

• On board this fhip were a great .number of paflen- 
gers,. Turks and Arabians, Greeks and Jews *, and 
^mong others, a rich Turkifli lady going on a pilgri- 
mage to Mecca, and had lor this purpofe lately mar- 
ried a Turk, who now accompanied her, agreeable to 
the cuftom of the Mahometans, women not being 

allowed 
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allowed to go thither but in company with their huf- 
bands. 

I had, when at Conftantinople, procured a fir- 
man from the Grand Signior for mylelf and compa- 
nions for this voyage ; and as I have often mentioned 
thefe firmans, it may not be amifs here to give a lite- 
ral tranflation of that I received at the Porte. 

t 

r 

A Royal O R D E R, 

To be Jhewn to the moft wife and intelligent judges at 
Smyrna, Jerufalem , and Cairo, and others of the fame 
rank, both by land and fca \ as alfo to the commanders 
cf the janizaries, and elders of the country . 

4 5 Be it known to you, that the noble lord count 
44 Collier, ambafifador, whofe end be happy, has by 
44 petition applied to the illuftrious Porte, fignifying, 

44 that two Dutch noblemen, with four fervants, all 
44 Franks, were on their departure for Smyrna, Jeru- 
44 falem, and Cairo, and requelled our noble order 
44 to you, That both in their going and returning, on 
44 their arrival at any place under your government, 

44 they may not, in the goods, horfes, &c. be the 
44 leaft molefted or impofed upon : but that by your 
44 friendfhip and afllftance, neceffaries may be fold 
44 them at the common price. And likewife that 
44 they may not be compelled on any pretence what- 
44 foever, by the tax-gatherers to pay the charats, or 
44 head-money ; or any other impoft or tax, by what 
44 name fo ever it be called, and by which this prefent 
44 order might fuffer the leaft violation. 

44 That the power of the prefent imperial order 
44 may be evident, you are to be very careful, when 
44 thefe noblemen fhall come into any part under your 
44 goverment, not to permit any injury or infuk to be 
44 done to them, either in their perfons, goods, or 
4fc horfes * efpecially, that they meet with no hinder- 
ed 4 44 ance 
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ance in their journey *, but on the contrary, you are 
<c to aflift them, and take care that whatever they 
“ want be furnifhed them at a reafonable and regula- 
<c ted price. You are alfo not to fuffer, that, con- 
4< trary to this imperial order, the charats, or any 
44 other tribute, be required of them. 

“ This ye are to know, and to give credit to the 
44 imperial fignature. Given at Samboul, the firft of 
44 the moon of Manharem, 1033.” 

Every thing being ready for our departure we 
failed, but that day reached no farther than the water - 
caftle, about three hours from Smyrna, where we alfo 
continued the following day, to take on board fome 
Turkifh paffengers. 

I paid a vifit to the Aga of the caftle, who be- 
fides fome difhes of excellent coffee, made me a pre- 
fent of two large fifties. I had now alfo an opportu- 
nity of feeing this caftle much better than before; 
and found that it had a battery level with the furface 
of the water, confiding of two forty -eight pounders, 
and eight fmaller pieces of cannon. Indeed this may 
properly be faid to be the whole ftrength of the caftle, 
which is only a low, aukward building, and inca- 
pable of making any great refiftance : Notwithftand- 
ing this is the only place for building a caftle to com- 
mand the entrance of the gulph of Smyrna, the paf- 
fage being here very narrow, and for this purpole 
fome ftnall forts might alfo be eredled on the oppofite 
fide. Though to fay the truth, the city of Smyrna, 
as a free port, has no neceffity for i'uch fortifica- 
tions. 

One of our Greek pafiengers, and who appeared as 
a perfon of fubftance, and whom I afterwards found 
to be a native of the ifiand of Patmos, now called 
Patino, happened in walking to come near the caftle- 
walls, where he was feized, and ordered by the Aga 
to be baftinadoed, under pretence that we w r as looking 
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at the women, whole apartment faced the place Where 
he flood. Thus the > Turks lay hold of the flighted 
pretences to abufe the Chriftians, efpecially near any 
place where the Franks have the lead power. lvJ 

The two following days were employed in getting 
round cape Calaberno, fituated at the extremity of 
the gulph of Smyrna, in order to deer for Scio ; but 
contrary winds forced us to put into Tochia Nuova, 
where we were obliged to day two days longer. 

The didance from Smyrna to this little place, fl- 
tuated on a neck of land, is between fifty and fixty 
miles. At the entrance of the harbour is a caflle, 
but of little importance, except a fmall battery near 
the water’s edge. The walls of the town are hand- 
fome and well-built, but all the dreets very narrow. 
Within the town is alfo a kind of cadle, where the 
* Aga refides. At the entrance of this cadle we faw 
two marble pededals with Greek inlcriptions ; but fo 
effaced by time, that fcarce the traces of the chara&ers 
were difcernible. 

The mofque here is but very mean *, it was for- 
merly a church, and built by the Genoefe when 
they were maflers of thefe parts. I viewed the har- 
bour with the greated attention, having been told 
at Smyrna, that a great number of merchants, af- 
ter the terrible earthquake which lately happened 
there, had fome intentions of fettling in this place. 
But it would not have anfwered their intentions, the Al- 
gerines often putting in here to recruit their fhips, and 
purchafe naval and military flores brought hither from 
Smyrna : and thofe people, when lying in a Turkifh 
'harbour, are extremely infolent, and commit all kinds 
of outrages on the Franks. The caravans alfo that 
come out of Perfia, and other parts of Afia to Smyrna, 
would have been obliged to make too great a circuit ; 
though the harbour itfelf is capacious, has an excellent 
entrance, and is full as good, though not fo fpacious, 
as that of Smyrna 5 for the latter has the inconveniency 
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of being fo full of fands and fhallows, that fometimes 
a fliip is feveral days in coming up it. 

This town muft be diftinguifhed from another 
2” 'oebia, called vechia , or the old y lying at no great 
diftance from it, and thought to be the ancient 
Phocea. 

In one of our walks, in the neighbourhood of this 
place we afeended fome eminences, where we Ihot the 
fineft larks I ever faw •, and in our return faw an aque- . 
du£l, but of Turkifh architecture, built to convey 
the water from the mountains into the city. Here is 
alfo a beautiful garden, planted chiefly with orange- 
trees, belonging to a Pafcha, whofe galley was then 
in the harbour, and had on board above two hundred 
Oaves, compofed of different nations. 

Some diftance from the Tochia we met the funeral 
proceflion of a child of about a year and a half old. The 
corps was brought out of the town to a kind of Turkifh 
oratory, where it was laid upon a ftone, while an iman 
or prieft, at the head of twelve Turks, one of whom 
was the child’s father, made a long prayer, after which 
the child was taken up, and carried to the church-yard, 
where it was depofited in a grave prepared for it, and 
the head railed a foot by means of a bough placed in 
the grave. This ceremony was performed by the 
iman and the child’s father. The fimplicity of thefe 
obfequies was owing to the age and condition of the 
deceafed ; for had he been either an adult, or defend- 
ed from a genteel family, the ceremony would have 
been performed in a more pompous manner *, for 
the Turks are very fond of fhew on thefe occa- 
fions. 

After flaying two days at Tochia we fet fail early 
in the morning, and with great difficulty weathered 
cape Calaberno, which the Turks call Carabouroun, 
or Black-nofe *, for what we call a cape the Turks ftile 
a nofe. I counted twelve villages pleafantly fituated 
on the declivity of the mountain, but their inhabitants 

have 
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have the worft of chara&ers. The wind being ftill 
contrary we were obliged to continue tacking along 
fhore, till at laft we reached the Spalmadori , a clufter 
of fmall iflands near Scio, but inhabited only by 
fhepherds. 

The next day we came to an anchor off one of 
thefe iflands, and near the village Cardamilo, where 
we went on fliore to recreate ourfelves. It is encom- 
paffed with a (lone wall, and has a caftle, but neither 
guns nor garrifon. We were very well entertained 
here, for our money, by a Greek prieft, who was a 
kind of fteward to the convent ot Neamoni, of which 
I fhall fpeak in the fequel. The village itfelf lies in a 
delightful valley furrounded by vineyards, corn-fields, 
and carob trees. 

The contrary winds ftill detaining us, we palled 
over to another fmall ifland, where I found, among 
the rocks, a natural grotto, and in it a fmall flower, 
on which 1 imagined a bee was fitting ; but on pluck- 
ing it I found, to my great furprize, that this fuppo- 
fed bee, was a part of the flower itfelf, reprefenting, 
in the moft perfed manner, a bee lucking honey from 
the plant. 

The next day the wind proving fair we put to fea, 
and about noon came to an anchor in the harbour of 
Scio, where our vice-conful, who came to compli- 
ment us on our arrival, made us an offer of his 
houfe. 

The vice-conful here performs that office for the 
Englifh, Venetians, and Dutch-, for which the firft 
pay him three hundred piaftres, the fecond one hun- 
dred, and the third two hundred, per annum *, a re- 
venue not at all too large, as he is obliged, not only 
to maintain an interpreter and mefienger, but alfo to 
make prefen ts to the Pafcha and Cadi, whenever he 
has occafion to defire an audience of either. Here is 
alfo a French conful, who takes care of the intereft of 
that nation. 


The 
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The ifland of Scio, called alfo Chio, is certainly 
one of the richeft, pleafanteft, molt fertile, and popu- 
lous ifland of the whole Archipelago ; and may there- 
fpre be juftly confidered as the Paradife of the Greeks, 
and merits the following eulogy of the celebrated 
Neapolitan poet, Parthenius, Lib. VI. Nauticorum , 
pag. 108. 

Et me grata Chios , cum Nereus obftrepit undis 

Accipiat \ noto facundos lit ore amicos 
■ Invifam \ 0, qui me ventus felicibus oris • 

• Sift at,, & ingenti Eelluris protegat arcu : 

• Ingenium me mite foli , me colli s aprici 

s Profpettus , dulcefque cavis in vailibus umbr 

Ac tepid* invitant aura, Solefque benigni : 

Nec non £•? placidi mores , Si arnica viriim vis . 

. Doff a animos capere ojficiis ; 0, ft mihi bit*, 

. Ducere , quod fupereft , alta hie fub pace liceret ! 

1 * 

Som e affirm, that this ifland contains flxty villages, 
and one hundred and thirty thoufand inhabitants; 
though others mention only fifty-three villages, and 
compute the number of it’s habitants at one hundred 
and twenty thoufand. But a perfon from whom I 
received very confiderable favours here, and who had 
feen the lift which the Pafcha had caufed to be taken 
of the inhabitants of the ifland, allured me that the 
city did not contain above twenty thoufand, and all 
the villages together very little more than thirty thou- 
fand *, and therefore fixty thoufand was the very ut- 
moft it contained. He added, that the exad number 
of villages was forty-two ; and the circumference of 
the ifland about a hundred Italian miles. 

It’s ancient inhabitants, according to Strabo, had a 
great naval force, were excellent 1'eamen, and long 
maintained the independency of their republick. In 
procefs of tim^ the Genoefe became matters of this 
ifland, but it is at prefent in the hands of the Turks. 

• % / In 
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In the year 1694, the Venetian Admiral, Antonio 
Zeno, drove the Turks from it, in the fpace of five 
days *, but the year following the Turks recovered it* 
Their fleet, commanded by Mezomorto, having de- 
feated the Venetians off the ifland of Spalmadori. 

This ifland is full of hills, abounds with quarries 
of beautiful marble, and ftrata of a kind of green earth 
refembling verdigreafe, and called by the Turks earth 
of Scio. The hills make a beautiful appearance, and 
the valleys are covered with orange, lemon, olive, 
mulberry, myrtle, and pomegranate trees, but affords 
very little corn, being fupplied with that commodity* 
fheep, black cattle, &c. from the continent. And 
this want of corn and cattle, was one of the chief rea- 
fons why the Chriftians could never keep poffeflion of 
this ifland during a war with the Turks. 

In order to fupply this deficiency, and have a fure 
footing in the Archipelago, Candia, and Morea, or 
even the ifland of Negropont, muft be firft taken,; 
that a fupply of provifions may be fetched from thefe 
iflands ; and then it would be no difficulty to keep the 
ifland of Scio, which, notwithftanding it’s intercourse 
with the continent, cannot always boaft of plenty,' 
very violent winds being frequent here, and, confe- 
quently, the fmall veflels ufed in this trade cannot put 
to fea. 

The wine of Scio was famous among the Ancients, 
as appears from feveral paflages in Horace and Virgil ; 
the former, Lib. Epod. Od. IX. fays, 

Capaciores affer hue , puer, fcyphos> 

Et Chia vina> aut Lejhia . 

And the latter, Ecclog. V. ver, 71. 

1 . 

Vina novum fundam calathis , Aviufia neftar. 
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Nor has it to this day loft any thing of it’s good- 
nefs, being extremely pleafant and wholefome. It 
is of a red colour, but not fo ftrong as that of 
Smyrna. 

The grapes producing the ne<ftar, formerly fo ce- 
lebrated, ftill grow in a certain part of the ifland cal- 
led by the Ancients Ariufia , but at prefent Mejia . 
Great quantities of turpentine are alfo made in this 
ifland, and alfo of honey and wax. 

Sc 10 has a pretty confiderable trade, many of it’s 
products being exported to other parts, particularly 
maftic. The tree which produces this gum is a 
Ipecies of Lentifcus . 

The bees are very fond of this tree, and extract 
an exquifite honey from it’s flowers. This honey 
mixed with water and acidulated with the juice of 
oranges or lemons, makes a moft delicious liquor. 

It is a common opinion that maftic is not allowed 
to be exported under very fevere penalties, being re- 
ferved for the ufe of the Grand Signior and his fera- 
glio. So that- if any land is fold with maftic trees 
on it, the purchafer is obliged to engage to deliver to 
the Emperor the quantity of maftic thefe trees pro- - 
duce, according to the eftimation of the Pafcha. And 
the reafon given for this monopoly of the maftic is, 
that the ladies of the feraglio continually chew it, to 
keep their breath fweet, and preferve their gums. 
This general notion, however, is not ftridlly true. 
At leaft the Grand Signior’s order in this particular 
is eluded feveral ways, the officers here being very 
dextrous at making their own 'advantage of this 
commodity. In fhort, the greateft part of that fent 
to the feraglio is only the refufe of the maftic, the 
, beft being fold to foreigners *, and I myfelf being at 
one of the villages, the neighbourhood of which 
abounds with trees of this kind, was offered a quantity 
of very fine picked maftic. 

• * ‘ But 
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But the greateft branch of trade in this ifland con- 
fifts in filks, velvets, damafks, and other codly (luffs ; 
alfo (lockings, purfes, &c. which are manufadlured 
here, and exported to Egypt, Barbary, and other 
countries. And when they have a bad feafon for filk, 
the general quantity produced in this ifland amount- 
ing to about twenty-five, or thirty thoufand pound 
weight, they import it from the neighbouring iflands. 

The French often load their (hips here with wax 
and honey. They alfo purchafe here wool, cheefe, 
figs, &c. But the wine and oil made in the ifland, 
the inhabitants keep for home confumption. Cotton 
mud not be omitted here among the articles of com- 
merce, their dimitty being equally good and cheap. 
Our vice-conful fends many bales of it to Holland, 
as alfo of white cotton (lockings, which are generally 
fold here at four paras, or four pence, a pair. The 
very peafants wear them, though not the fined fort. 
And we mud obferve, that notwithdanding provi- 
fions are brought, in general, from the continent, yet 
the ifland abounds in fowls, particularly in partrid- 
ges ; and of thefe there would be dill a greater plenty 
did not the peafants take their eggs, and fell them in 
the market at a good price. 

The city of Scio is fituated in the center of the 
eadern coad of the ifland, and is not only the mod 
beautiful in the whole Archipelago, but alfo the bed 
for entertainment. It is pretty large, and was confi- 
derably improved by the Genoefe, who continued 
long in pofleflion of it. The harbour, though not 
the bed in the world, is frequented by all veflfels 
trading to Condantinople. It forms a kind of femi- 
circle, and though there are two light-houfes the en* 
trance is both difficult and dangerous, occafioned by 
the many funken rocks lying in the pafifage. 

The French conful’s houfe -is an elegant druc- 
ture, and has a very beautiful garden. It was built 
by the Capuchins and French merchants who trade 

to 
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to the Levant. And accordingly, one wing of it is 
occupied by the conful, and the other by the Capu- 
chins, who have alfo their church here ; for fince the 
Venetians loft the ifland, the Latins have been de- 
prived of the publick exercife of their religion : their 
church and convent formerly flood in that part of the 
city called Paleo Caftro j but all that remains of it at 
prefent is a fort of tower, which ferves them for a 
lchool, the Pafcha having converted all the other parts 
into a garden. 

At fome diftance from this tower, in an adjacent 
ftreet, is a mofque, faid to have been formerly the 
Dominican church, and near it is a large houfe, 
which was originally a convent of that order, but 
now occupied by a fon of the Kan of Tartary. On 
the fronts of feveral houfes, are the arms of the ce- 
lebrated family of Juftiniani ; though I was informed, 
that moft of the prefent inhabitants have little claim 
to that honour. 

Here is alfo a large building called the Convent , 
within which is a fpacious court, having in the center 
of it a fmall church. But the building, inftead of 
ecclefiafticks, is inhabited by the loweft clafs of peo- 
ple, who make it their bufinefs to fell goods of all 
kinds, particularly embroidery. 

The archbifhop of Scio, being the only dignitary 
on this rich ifiand, has a very confiderable revenue, 
though five hundred piaftres are deduced from it, to 
be fent to the Patriarch of Conftantinople. In the 
city of Scio are between fixty and feventy Greek 
churches, and all under the jurifdidtion of this pre- 
late. He received me in a very grave but courteous 
manner, and on his table lay a book written by the 
Patriarch of Jerufalem, a divine celebrated for his 
learning. It contained an account of all the Partri- 
archates, and Biflioprjcks in different parts of the 
eaft. - 

• 1 , • • 1 ‘ 
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’Though the, nobility of the Greeks is at prefent 
of no manner of confequence, fo that it may truly 
be faid of them, that their wifdom is changed into ig- 
norance, and their freedom into flavery, yet when- 
ever they imagine themfelves of noble defeent, they 
(till retain that vain pride,* of not fuffering their chil- 
dren to marry into an inferior family. The Greek 
nobility here confifts of twenty-four families, divided 
into three claffes, of which the firft has only five fa- 
milies, namely the Sevajlopoli^ the Calvocores , the 
Mu fall a, the Ralli, and the Petrocochi •, and were a 
elefeendant of either of thofe families to marry one of 
lower clafs, he would be detefled by his parents. 

But notwithftanding all this pride, the following 
inftance will lhew in what light they are confidered 
by the Turks. • One evening while I was in Scio, 
the Mufelbim , or governor of the' city, coming into 
the houfe of a certain Latin, who gave an entertain- 
ment, obliged feveral Greek women, and even fome 
of the bed fafhion in the country, to dance with their 
hu (bands before him. But however indecent this or- 

der was, there was no remonftrating againft it. And, 
not being fatisfied with this mark of his power, he 
ordered, at his going away, fome handful of paras to 
be thrown among the company, and prefented the 
handfomeft of them with fequins. 

With regard to the ignorance of the Greeks, the 
following remarks will be fufheient to fhew that they 
can no longer boaft of the wifdom and learning of' 
their anceftors. 

The modern Greeks have feveral dialers. Simeon 
Cabafylas rec kons feventy •, but thofe of Conftantino- 
ple and Theffalonica are accounted the pureft ; v/hile 
that of Athens is the moft defe&ive: fuch are the 
alterations produced by time. According to Ray- 
mond Mortaner, French was the current language 
in the Archipelago, about the end of the thirteenth 
century. 
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The corruption of the ancient purity of the Greek 
language, may be faitl to have taken it’s rife from 
the conqueft of the Romans in Greece-, as Latin 
words and phrafes came, by that means, to be mixed 
with the Greek. And the natives themfelves in- 
creafed the corruption of their language by fending 
colonies to Egypt, Syria, Italy, and Sicily. When 
the feat of the empire was removed from Rome to 
Byzantium, the Greek language received a (till greater 
blow, the Latin being then the language of the court, 
while the Greek was confined to the citizens and pea- 
fants. Thus the alterations which gradually crept in- 
to this language are eafily accounted for *, efpecially 
if we add the prodigious concourle of fo many dif- 
ferent nations. I obferved even at Conftantinople, 
that in the modern Greek language many words, 
and even whole phrafes, are borrowed from the Turk- 
ifii and Arabic. 

Though the modern Greek differs fo greatly from 
the ancient, yet the pronunciation is very foft and 
harmonious, the words ending generally with vowels, 
like thofe of the Italian language *, but the latter has 
more affinity with the Latin, than the modern Greek 
has with the ancient. 

In the year 1678, Simon Partius, in his grammar 
dedicated to Cardinal Richlieu, fully fhewed the great 
difference between the ancient and modern Greek. 

With regard to the poetry of the modern Greeks, 
it is abfolutely deftitute of harmony. They indeed 
number their fyllables, but have no regard to their 
being either long or fhort feet. They have alfo three 
forts of verfes j namely, Iambicks of twelve fylla- 
bles ; Trochaicks of fifteen and fome only of feven, 
in imitation of Anacreon. 

Another reafon for the different dialers ufed in 
the feveral parts of Greece, was the want of unifor- 
mity in their language, the fame word not every 
where conveying the fame idea. For a Theffalian would 
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ufe a phrafe in a ferious fenfe, which a Thracian would 
confider as an irony. In one part Turkifh and Italian 
words are mixed with the Greek, and in another, 
words underflood no where elfe. And this is one of 
the greateft reafons why the Greek patriarchs will 
not allow the Scriptures to be tranfiated into modern 
Greek. 

On the other hand, the burghers and peafants who 
are ignorant of the ancient Greek, are by this means 
deprived of the ufe of the Holy Scriptures. Whence 
ignorance and it’s concomitant fuperftition, have 
fpread among them in a moft fhameful manner ; and 
•I was even informed that many of the clergy, and 
even of the biJfhops themfelves, do not underftand the 
old Greek. And therefore ecclefiaftical ignorance 
may be here confidered as in it’s zenith. 

And though there may be found a few defenders of 
the modern Greek church, who endeavour to fow the 
feeds of wifdom and learning among their brethren, 
it is to no purpofe ; fo that the whole devotion of the 
Greeks, at prefent, confifls in celebrating mafs, keep- 
ing the falls and feflivals, and killing the papas 
hands. 

But notwithflanding this ignorance among the 
modern Greeks of this ifland, Scio has produced fe- 
veral eminent perfons *, as Ion, a tragick poet, Theo- 
critus the fophifl, and Leo Allatius. I omit Homer, 
as the place of his birth is not abfolutely known. 
Glaucus alfo, who makes a diftinguifted figure among 
the l'culptors of antiquity, was a native of Scio. 

The women of this iiland are very lingular 
in their drefs; but handfome, genteel, and polite 
in their behaviour, efpecially to foreigners*, but not 
fatisfied with their natural complexion make ufe of 
paint, which they ingenioufiy lay on their face and 
bread. 

Th£ir general diverfions are Tinging, dancing, 
and the like, which are no where more licentioufly 
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indulged than at Scio-, and this has a J confiderable 
weight in bringing girls of a lively.difpofition hither 
from the neighbouring iflands. I obferved, how- 
ever, that the Greek women are more refer ved than 
the Italian ; but not one fine day pafied but I law- 
great numbers of them going into the country on 
parties of pleafure. They were mounted on mules, 
and all without didindtion, carried their provifions 
with them, for they eat their repad on the fea-fhore, 
and under the fhade of fome tree. 

There is fomething diverting when two of thefe 
parties happen to meet ; for they always exchange 
fiiarp railleries and repartees with each other. But I 
could not help oblerving, that there feems a defici- 
ency of men on this ifland * for in thefe parties there 
are generally three girls to one youth. 

And for this reafon fuch parents as are defirous of 
feeing their children fettled, elpecially if they are 
people of fubftance, give larger portions to their 
daughters than to their fons. But half of this por- 
tion generally confifts in cloaths, jewels, and fur- 
niture. 

The drefs of the women of Scio, is very unbe- 
coming. Their fhift, which has prepodcrous large 
(leeves, reaches no higher than their bread. Over 
this they wear a gown, which aifo comes no higher 
than the bread, and hangs no lower than the calf of 
their leg, pofiibly to lhew their fine garters, which 
are generally red ribbands neatly embroidered. They 
wear over their flioulders a kind of mantelet made of 
filk of different colours 

Their dockings are of cotton, exceeding fine 
and white. On their heads they wear a kind of tur- 
ban of fine muflin, which they plait in fuch a man- 
ner as to render it very becoming. No part of their 
hair is feen, except a few locks over the ears. They 
wear very large ear-rings, fet with pearls and jewels ; 
and alfo pearl necklaces, or gold chains, about their 

necks. 
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necks. When they go to church, they cover their 
breads with a iquare piece of white dimitty. 

Having feen the mod remarkable things in the 
city, we vifued the cadle, carrying with us the vice- 
confuPs janazary We were arrived at the fecond 
door, when a peremptory medage was fent to us, 
not to approach a dep farther, the governor being 
afraid of the refentment of the populous, who took 
us for fpies, and openly acculed us of being Ger- 
mans, who did not travel to fatisfy our curiofity, but’ 
to make remarks on the drength or weaknefs of the 
country, in order, when a proper opportunity offered, 
to take advantage of thefe obfervations. 

This cadle, which may be confidered as a fmall 
town, is encompaffed with a good wall and broad 
ditch. It has alfo feveral badions and handfome coun- 
tericarps The Genoefe fird ere&ed it,* and while 
they continued maders of the ifland, the perfons who 
lived in it were called Cadelli, to didinguifh them 
from the inhabitants of the city, diled Borgefi. But 
after it fell info the hands of the Turks, both the ca- 
dle and city have been confiderably improved. 

On the walls of the cadle are dill the arms both of 
Genoa and Venice ; and over one of the gates an in- 
feription, but in part erafed by the Turks. I how- 
ever, plainly faw the name of Syfuedro Valerio, Doge 
of Venice, and alfo the year 1694, when the Vene- 
tians made themfelves maders of this ifland. Near 
the above infeription is a baffo relievo of the lion of 
St Mark The Turks on their taking Scio and it’s 
cadle, ridiculed the Venetians for the expence they 
had been at in fortifying this cadle, when they knew 
it was impoffible to keep it, as they were not maders 
of the continent, from whence the inhabitants of 
Scio fetch their provifions, as we have already 
noticed. 

It is feid that while the Venetians were maders of 
the ifland, there happened an extreme lcardty of all 
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kind of provifions : and the perfons at. the head of 
affairs in Scio, in order to quiet the minds of the 
' people, gave out that the fhips with provifions were 
failed for the ifland. A few days after this report 
fome fmall veffels arrived in the harbour, when the 
univerfal cry was, “ The fleet is arrived ” But in- 
Head of provifions and military {lores, they landed 
only a troop of loofe women, to the number of eight 
hundred, whom the Venetian nobles had fent for, in 
order to divert the populace from their riotous pro- 
ceedings : though others think they were fent thither 
to prevent the young Venetians from offering vio- 
lence to the women of the country, which could not 
fail of rendering their government odious. 

When the Turks recovered this ifland, the Greeks 
threw the whole blame of Scio’s being taken by the 
Venetians on the Latins *, by which means the latter, 
though really innocent, were deprived of their pri- 
vileges, fome of the principal perfons among them 
put to death, their goods confilcated, their churches 
demolifhed, and the greateft part of them, together 
with their bifhop, obliged to fly to the Morea ; from 
whence, when the Venetians loft that place alfo, they 
returned to Scio, by virtue of a firman obtained for 
them by the Imperial ambaflador at the Ottoman 
court, with permiflion to build a church. The altar- 
piece of this ftrudture is decorated with an elegant 
portrait of St Nicholas. 

It is generally thought, that the Venetians would 
have adled more for. their intereft, had they content- 
ed themfelves with pillaging the ifland, as it was im- 
poflible for them to keep it, having no poffeifions on 
the continent. 

I shall now proceed to defcribe fome other. places 
delightfully fituated in this ifland. At a fmall di- 
ftance from Scio is a beautiful plain feveral miles fix 
circumference, called II Campo . It is terminated on 
one fide by hills of a confiderable height, and on the 
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other by the fea. In this plain moft of the fubftan- 
tial inhabitants of Scio have their country feats, fo 
that it appears like one continued plantation. 

The houfes are none of the Jargeft, but very beau- 
tiful and convenient, with flat roofs, after the eafteril 
manner. Thefe houfes are walled round, and from the 
outer gate is a walk of trellis work covered . ►with 
vines, and fupported with Hone pillars, from an adja- 
cent quarry. 

At the end of this walk is a garden of about an 
acre of land, planted with orange, lemon, cedar, and 
other trees. Beyond this fir A: garden, which is com- 
monly walled round, is another, planted with vines, 
apple-trees, &c. We walked in feveral, and were 
told, that fomc of them were not purchafed under 
eight or ten thouland piafters. They are, however, 
very profitable to the owner, who fells the fruit to 
good advantage, efpecially the citrons, of which fome 
gardens annually produce ten thouland. 

When the ifland is vifited with a peftilence, which 
is not uncommon, thefe houfes are very conducive to 
JeflTen the terrible efife&s of that diflemper, the people 
retiring hither from the city ; and in time of health 
and profperity, they are continually the fcenes of plea- 
fure and diverfion. 

In our walk to this afiemblage of plantations, we 
palled through a village called Thymiana, near which, 
on an eminence, is a large convent. The houfes in 
this and the neighbouring villages are built of a fpecies 
of hard ftone •, whereas in the other iflands of the Ar- 
chipelago, the peafants houfes are only of wood or 
clay. But we were informed, that thefe folid mate- 
rials coft them very little, being dug from a quarry 
not far from thefe villages. 

Near the fea-fide, at a little diftance from the 
city, we faw a lmall church hewn in a rock ; and 
were told that there were feveral fuch in the neighs 
bourhood. 
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The largeft convent on the whole ifland lies about 
two hours from the city, aod is called Neamoni , new 
hermitage. It is fituated, in a wild and lonely place, 
but through fome chafms in the mountains has a view 
of the fea, and fome parts of the city. And though 
t)ie foil is almod one continued rock, feveral adjacent 
fpota are cultivated. The convent appears like a large 
village, having feveral dreets, in which each monk 
has his particular cell. 4 

The church is one of the mod elegant in the whole 
Levant, decorated w.ith. a hand fome fteeple, and in it 
a large bell, which a merchant purchaled in England, 
and prefented it to the convent. The pavement is 
very beautiful, confiding of marble and jafper, faid to 
have been taken from the quarries for which this ifland 
was once fo famous Some parts of this pavement 
confids of inlaid work of different forts of dones. The 
ftru&ure is built in the Gothic tade, and the ceiling 
adorned with Mofaic. The walls, and infide of the 
dome, are painted in frefco •, but not done by the 
mod eminent hand. We were here (hewn a protrait 
of the emperor Condantinus Monomachus, holding 
in his right hand the figure of a church, and un- 
der his feet, in Greek letters, thefe words : Confian- 
thins Monomachus Fabricator. On his left-hand was a 
picture of the emprefs, with an infeription of the fame 
import. 

Near thefe pi&ures were the portraits of three 
monks, who fuperintended the building of the church, 
with names of Niceta, John, and Jofefh. Thefe paint- 
ings are in the modern tade, but very badly executed. 
Behind the partition, on which thefe paintings hang, 
is a marble monument, in which the remains of thefe 
three monks are depofited. They alfo diewed us, 
with great reverence, a picture of the Virgin Mary, 
accidentally found here, and which gave occafion to 
the building of this church. . 
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In the fanttum fanfloruiH we were fheWn a fto^e 
with a hole in it, through which, accbfdirig to tradn 
tion, fire ifliied and deftroyed a thief, who had found 


means to break into the church during -the night. 
While we were viewing this miraculous (lone one qf 
the papas retired, and after drefiing himfelf in his ec- 
clefiaftical robes, returned, and fliewed us feveral re- 
iicks, particularly a piece of the wood of the' true 
crofs, and the famous finger of John the Baptift. 
The latter was very large, and well preferred, the 
fiefh being only a little dried.. It was given into 
our hands to kifs, and then locked up in a filver 


cafket. 


We here alfo faw feveral Greek manufcripts, par- 
ticularly the Evangelifts, and Adis of the Apoftles, 
written in an ancient charadler on parchment- I had 
been informed, that the Revelation in St John’s own 
hand -writing was alfo depofited here, but could not 
procure a fight of it. Whether it was not in the li- 
brary, as fome told me, or whether they never fhew 
it to ftrangers, as others pretended, I cannot fay ; but 
if it be here, I wonder the Venetians, when they were 
matters of this ifland, did not carry it to Venice* and 
they could then have boafted of having two capital 
manufcripts ; namely, this of St John, and the gofpel 
written by St Mark, which they pretend to fhew to 
travellers/ . 

The library has not above one hundred books, 
printed and manufcript, and thefe in a very bad con- 
dition. Among the latter were the homilies of St 
Chryfoftom, the works of St Bafil and St Gregory, 
and fome of the gofpels, all w ritten on parchment. 

We were next fhewn the gardens, the citterns, and 
apartments belonging to the convent, all which were 
extremely neat, and in excellent order. After this 
the heads of the convent entertained us with all kinds 
of fruit then in feafon. 
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This convent is very rich; nay, fome pretend, 
that the third part of the ifland belongs to it. The 
number of religious amount to about two hundred, 
fome are wholly employed in celebrating mafs, and 
the reft take care of the cultivation of the land, for 
the advantage of the convent ; and confequently, be- 
come much more ufeful members of fociety than the 
reclufes in the European cloyfter. This convent pays 
annually a tax of fifteen hundred rixdoliars ; and even 
this does not fatisfy the avarice of the Turks, who 
knowing it’s wealth, are always finding fome new 
pretence for exadfions. 

After thanking the bifhop and the papas for their 
courtefy, we took our leave, and purfued our journey 
through feveral villages, as Daphnona, Berberato, 
Charkios, &c. and foon after arrived at a place called 
Selavia, built on one of the moft delightful fpots in 
the whole ifiand, having an extenfive profpedt over 
the fea on one fide, and of the plain of il Campo on 
the other. 

Here alfo are feveral feats/ and in one of the prin- 
cipal, a fpring iffuing from a rock, and commonly 
called the fountain of Selavia. This water is remark- 
ably cool in fummer, and after being conveyed thro* 
marble pipes into two fmall rivulets, it falls by a caf- 
cade into a large bafon, from whence it is conveyed 
to all the gardens in the neighbourhood. Here I met 
with the following Greek infeription : 

H BOTAH KAI O AHMOS 
FA ION IOTAION r A I O Y TON KAISAPA 
TON APXIEPEA KAI ATTOKPATOPA 
KAI T II AT O N TO AETTEPON 
TON II A T P X2 N A THX IIOAEX22 APETH2 
ENEKEN 0EOI2. 

» 

The houfe in which this fountain rifes belonged 
formerly to a private perfon of the Latin church ; but 
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fince the expulfion of the Venetians it has been appro- 
priated to a mofque built without the city. During 
the fummer great numbers of people refort hither, 
efpecially Turks, to recreate themfelves near this cool 
and pieafant water. And the Chan of Tartary, who 
is at prefent in exile here, often vifits it with the 
Pafcha. It is generally believed here, that this was 
the place where Helen, whofe beauty had fuch de- 
ftrudtive confequences in ancient times, ufed to bathe 
herfelf. 

At a little diftance lies a fmall village called Tho- 
lopotum, which is the firft where the maftic is gather- 
ed. At the entrance flood a Greek officer, to whom 
all the Greeks paffing by, gave a number of paras by 
way of toll. He made the fame demand on us, but 
our janizary foon convinced him of his error, by in- 
forming him, that we were not only Franks, but had 
the Grand Signior’s firman. His office is to fee, that 
no maftic is carried out of the village. Beyond this 
village we pafied through fevcral woods of maftic-r 
trees, and faw among the neighbouring mountains, 
feveral old caftles built by the Genoefe. 

In the evening we arrived at a village called Pir- 
ghi, where we took up our lodging. We were hard- 
ly entered our inn before we were vifited by feveral; 
young men and women to dance before us *, and out 
janizary took care we ffiould meet with good enter- 
tainment, while he himfelf was waited upon like a 
prince. Thefe men are greatly refpedled, or rather, 
dreaded in fuch villages •, and we obferved, that while 
he was eating every one ftrove who ffiould ferve him. 
He did the peafants mufician the favour of giving him 
fome of his provifions, and then did the fame by the 
girls, who he afterwards made to pafs in review before 
♦us, while he himfelf held the candle, that we might 
have the fuller view of their faces. 

» • * • • ‘ 1 V • » * /4a , 4| •, J a 1 

Pi r ghi is a very pretty village, but the walls, with 
which it is furrounded, now in a ruinous condition. 

It 
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It has alfo a caftle, which appears to have been built 
by the Genoefe. This ftru&ure is a kind of large 
fquare tower, with very thick walls, and on the fides 
four fmall redoubts, all built in the Gothic manner. 
Few indeed of the villages, at leaft thofe we faw, were 
without fuch forts •, and the inhabitants, before the 
ifland* belonged to the Turks, ufed to retire thither 
with their effedls, on any incurfion of the corfairs. 
The lower part of the houfes in thefe villages are 
chiefly of {tone, but- the upper part of w r pod. This 
village is remarkable for it’s earthen ware. 

After leaving this place we palled over feveral 
.hills and plains, and through feveral other villages, 
and maftic groves, to Mefta, the principal place in 
the Aricafian country, fo highly celebrated by the 
Ancients for the nedtar produced there. We made a 
particular enquiry after it, but could procure only new 
wine, which was far from being bad " And a white, 

' and very lufeious wine, produced in this ifland, is ftill 
called nedtar. 

* In our return towards Pirghi we left the road tq 
vifit an old caftle built on the fea*coaft, being told 
that there was in it a ftone with an ancient infeription. 
But on our arrival, though we found over the door an 
infeription, yet it was not what we expefted, being 
of a very modern date. The fubftance of it was, that' 
in the fixteenth centry this caftle was built by one 
Marcus Juftinianus. It is of the fame form with 
thofe fmall caftles in the villages, and at prefent ferves 
as a fhelter for fome ftiepherds, who very hofpitably 
offered us milk to drink, there being no frefh water 
near it. 

Not far from hence the fea forms a fmall bay, and 
on the adjacent- plain are the ruins of a temple, pro- 
bably that of Apollo j for Strabo fays, that this flruc- 
ture flood in the fouth part of the ifland. Here alfo 

I met with the following infeription : • 
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$AINOMENO£ ArfEAAEYE 

rnEP th s ttnaikos biitas 

T H £ fcEIAOAEii ,©TrATPO£ 
APTEMIAI 

* 

This caftle is called Emporium; and in various 
places in the mountains we faw feveral towers built in 
the fame form, eredted probably for watchmen to ob- 
ferve what vefiels were making for the ifland, . 

At fome diftance from hence is a convent called 
St Nicholas ; but it’s external appearance did not in- 
dicate that it boafted of it’s riches. We alfo palled 
by feveral villages as Vono, Platia, Catara&i, and 
Nenita. The latter is one of the largeft in the whole 
ifland, and about a mile from it is a mean chapel de- 
dicated to St Michael, the patron of idiots. In the 
village itfelf is a nunnery in which are ten reclufes ; 
> who are permitted to go abroad, and even do fome 
kinds of work, which I was very much furprizedat. 
But the papas with whom we lodged told us, that 
the convents here not being fo well endowed as in 
Europe, this breach of the cloy {trial difcipline became 
neceffary. Thefe reclufes, however, when they go 
out of the convent wear over their faces a black veil, 
and their head-drefs, though in the fame form with 
that worn by the other women, is alfo black. Exact- 
ly at fun fet we heard the bell toll, that being the time 
of prayer among the Greeks. 

The next morning we palled by the convent of St 
George, a mean ftru£ture, and. therefore did not ex- 
cite our curiofity to vifit it. On our right-hand we 
law one of the maftic villages, called Calimoti. Here 
was another maftic officer, who made the fame de- 
mand as the former, and was as foon filenced by our 
janizary. 

At fome diftance from hence is the convent of St 
Minas, an elegant ftrutture, and delightfully fituated 
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on a hill, from whence there is an inchanting profpedt 
over the delicious plain of il Campo. We next vifited 
a moft elegant garden, decorated with water-works and 
fountains, belonging to the Pafcha of Rhodes, lying 
in the neighbourhood of the city of Scio. 

In all the maflic villages the peafants are allowed 
to wear a white turban, the maftic being fuppofed to 
be colledted for the ufe of the Grand Signior’s Seraglio. 
But when they enter the city they are obliged to wear 
round it a blue ribband to diftinguiih them from the 
Turks. 

Our next journey was to vifit a celebrated piece of 
antiquity, called Homer’s fchool. It lies about an 
hour from Scio ; but as it is much eafier vifited by 
water we hired a (loop for that purpofe. This fa- 
mous antique is cut in a rock near the fea, and on the 
declivity of mount Epos. In the center is a cube 
hewn in the rock, with benches round it, which were 
all formerly decorated with lions, but at prefent the 
whole piece is greatly decayed, though fome traces of 
lions in bafio relievo are {till to be feen. Some have 
thought proper to call this rock by the name of Arith- 
nia, adding, that a fibyl ufed to utter here her predidti- 
ons. But a fibyl of Scio was never mentioned by the 
Ancients. This tradition was, it feems, very current 
at the time Mr Sandys was here, as may be feen in 
his travels. 

Leo Allatius, in his dififertation on the birth- 
place of Homer, fays, that the houfe of this poet is 
{till {hewn at Scio. And when we were at VolifTo they 
{hewed us, near the center of the nedtar country, at a 
place {till called Homer, the houfe where, they told 
us, that great poet was born. But when we enquired 
after it in the city of Scio, no perfon could give us 
any information, though we had the good fortune to be 
acquainted with a learned gentleman called Scilitz, and 
one who had ftudied phyfick at Rome, on a founda- 
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tion fettled there, by Leo Allatius, a native of Scio, 
for two young Greeks. 

Near Homer’s fchool is a fpring of excellent wa- 
ter, and finely adorned by a Pafcha. In our return 
we faw feveral fifhing- boats, and as the Greeks have, 
like the Latins, their days of abftinence, when they 
eat only fifh, it is here extravagantly dear. On this 
occafion alfo the janizaries a£t like petty tyrants, not 
permitting any to fifh but for their advantage ; and 
.accordingly fuffer no perfon to keep nets but them- 
felves *, and when fifh, or any other kind of provifions 
are brought from the continent, they purchafe the 
whole ; fo that the people are obliged to buy what 
they want at their own price *, by which means every 
thing at Scio is extravagantly dear. 

Before I leave Scio I fhall beg leave to make 
the three following obfervations. The firfl is with re- 
gard to their figs : they colledt about May or June a 
number of wild figs, and faften them to the branches 
of domeflick fig trees, that the fmall fly bred in 
thefe figs may fettle on the domeflick, and depofite 
their eggs in them, by which means they ripen much 
better than they otherwife would. 

The fecond regards the funerals of the Turks. 
When a Turk of any rank is to be interred, the corps 
is preceded by an iman or nueffim, finging fome fen- 
tences of the Koran •, a cuflom I never obferved in 
any other part of the Ottoman dominions •, and pofll- 
bly the Turks have here adopted it in imitation of the 
Greeks. 

Thirdly, Both men and women ride on mules, 
with both their legs hanging on the right fide of the 
beafl *, whereas in the adjacent ifland of Mitelene, the 
women ride in the fame manner as in Europe. 

During our flay at Scio, we paid a vifit to the 
exiled Chan of Tartary, who loll the favour of the 
Porte, for fpeaking the truth •, for being firmly in the 
intereft of Charles XII. of Sweden, he llrongly op- 
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pofed a peace. And when Peter the Great' was 
obliged at the river Pruth to fue for Peace, he 
commanded in chiet as Chan, or prince of the Tar- 
tars, and infilled in the council of war, that they had 
then Sn opportunity of deftroying the whole Ruf- 
fian army, and .taking, the Czar himfelf prifoner. 
But the Grand Vizier being bribed, (though the Chan 
never would believe it) was of a different opinion. 
Indeed the martial difpofition of this Chan, is the prin- 
cipal reafon why he has not been fuffered to re-afcend 
the throne of Tartary, both the Grand Signior and 
Vizier being inclined to peace. 

This Chan, when we vifited him, was about fixty 
years of age, low of llature, and a long grey beard, 
which gave him a venerable afpedt *, though in other 
refpedls, he had nothing noble in his appearance ; but 
this was abundantly compenfated by the goodnefs of 
his temper. He was remarkably fond of the Franks, 
and at the fame time very inquifitive about what was 
tranfadling in the world : and appeared to me not to 
be totally ignorant of the interelt of different princes. 
He had four wives, one of which was a Circafiian 
princefs, who had borne him thirty-two children. 
He had alfo then three brothers living, one of whom 
he had taken as his partner in the throne, but was af- 
terwards banifiied to Selibrea, a town of Thracia, fi- 
tuated on the fea of Marmora. T he fecond was now 
in polfelfion of the throne, and the third refided in 
Circalfia, 

These Chans are fupreme fovereigns of lefifer Tar- 
tary, or the country of Crimea, anciently known by 
the name of Taurica Cherfonefus. The capital is cal- 
led Bacillary, which our maps erroneoufiy place above a 
day’s journey from the fea, whereas it is only four miles. 
They are tributary to the Grand Signior, and in time 
of war mull attend him with a body of forces. He can 
alfo depofe them, but mull fill the throne with another 
of the reigning family j becaufe in cafe of failure in 
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the Ottoman branch, one of this family fucceeds to 
the Turkifh empire; and they even confider them- 
felves more ancient and noble than the imperial line. 

Th e Chan, of whom I am now fpeaking, was firft 
banifhed to the idand of Rhodes ; but in time obtain- 
• ed leave to exchange it for Scio, the climate agreeing 
better with his conftitution, and, at the fame time, 
he was nearer the court. 

The Grand Signior allows him four hundred and 
feventeen piafters per month, from the cuftom-houle 
of Smyrna ; and three thoufand per annum from that 
of Conftantinople. He alfo receives the revenue of 
feveral family eftates belonging to him ; and feveral 
great men fend hi in prefents ot coffee, rice, &c. flat- 
tering themfelves that he will be one day reftored to 
his dignity, when they fhali receive a large return for 
their flender kindneiles to him in his misfortunes. 

Besides his children who live with him at Scio, 
he has another fon, commonly called Dheli Sultan, or, 
the unfortunate prince ; an account of his revolting 
againft the Grand Signior, in which at firft every thing 
wore a favourable afpebf ; for I was told he was then 
able to meet his enemy, and became very formidable 
to the Ruffians, and from thence firft incurred the dif- 
pleafure of the court, left his incurfions into the Czar’s 
dominions, might caufe a general war : and the fuffer* 
ings of the father have not been mitigated by this indif- 
cretion of his fon. 

Being introduced to the Chan by two Greek noble- 
men of our acquaintance, and who alfo performed the 
office of interpreters, we found him in a fummer- 
houfe without the town. He was drefFed in two robes> 
one over the other, both lined with fur, and on his 
head he wore a cap of black fox fkin. He was fitting 
on his fofa, in one corner of the room, which, as I have 
already noted, in the nioft convenient place, the body 
refting between two walls. 
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Otr r Greek friends, at their entrance, biffed his 
robe, and we made him three very low bows, on 
which ' he faid tous, Ofgeldt , yon are welcome ; and 
at the fame time ordered two cufhions to be brought, 
that we might fit according to our own fafhion, but 
the Greeks fat down on the carpet, in the Turkifh 
manner. 

After thefe ceremonies the Chan afked us, What 
countrymen we were, and the intention of our tra- , 
veiling into thefe countries ? He afterwards enquired 
concerning the ftate of affairs in Europe ♦, on which 
the French conful, (feriouily requefling me not to 
contradidl him) fpoke very highly ot - his mailer. 
But this is the cuftom of the French in every part of 
the ’Turkifh dominions, in order to fpread the moil 
advantageous reports of the adlions of his country- 
men, hardly talking of any thing but the conquefls 
continually making of the emperor of the French, as 
they are pleafed to flile him * hoping to make the 
Turks believe, that their mailer carries all before 
him, and being intimidated by this pretended omni- 
potence of their king, they may be more favourable to 
the French in any negotiations or diiputes that may 
occafionally happen. 

: The Chan treated us very courteoufly, with fweet- 
rneats, coffee, fherbet, rofe-water, and perfumes : 
and when we took our leave of. him, with the fame 
ceremonies as we entered, he defired to fee us again 
in the afternoon. Accordingly we did not fail to 
wait upon him, and on being informed, that I had 
been lent by the States-General to acquire a true 
knowledge of the eaflern nations, and underfland 
their feveral languages, he faid he could not conceive 
what advantage fuch knowledge could produce to a 
ftate, unlefs it intended to tranfplant into their own 
nation what they found valuable in any other. 

After being entertained as before in the morning, 
we took our leave, when he told us, in the mod 
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obliging manner, that as an acquaintance was now be- 
gun, whenever we travelled in the country where he 
refided, he hoped we would pay him a vifit, without 
waiting for an invitation*. He alfo defired our names, 
and country in writing, which, it feems, is his cu- 
ftom with regard to all Europeans, whole company 
has been agreeable to him. And at the fame tune 
afked us, if we would not, before our departure, be 
fo kind as to pay a vifit to his fecond fon, who was 
very fond of geography, and had collected a great 
number of maps, which we promifed him, and per* 
formed it the very next day. 

We found this young prince alfo at his country-feat. 
He was about thirty years of age, well fhaped, his 
air very graceful, and the deportment remarkably 
amiable. He was very fond of the fciences, particu- 
Jarly Natural Philofophy, and .ftudied that of Aver- 
roes, being a perfed mafter of the Arabick lan* 
guage. ; - # \ 

This prince having commanded a flying camp of 
twenty thouland Tartars under his father, fliewed us 
feveral maps of countries, drawn with his own hand, 
and afked feveral judicious queftions with regard to 
the European countries, and their fettlements in both 
the Indies ; queltions which indeed furprized jne, for 
I did not fufped that he had the lead idea of our co- 
lonies. He had, alfo, like a true virtuofo, a fine mu- 
ieum well furnilhed with curiofities natural and arti- 
ficial 

While we continued in Scio we were informed of 
two melancholly events that had lately happened in 
that ifland. The firft related to a Francifcan monk, 
who during the delirium of a fever had abjured his 
faith, and profefled Mahometanifm •, but on the re- 
turn of his reafon he afked for his breviary, and be- 
ing told that his ficknefs had proved very fortunate, 
as it had induced him to become a Mahometan. He 
denied the fad with horror *, and as he could not by 
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any means be brought to conform to what he had pro^ 
mifed during his delirium, his head was ftruck off 
-^iThe fecond was more remarkable, and related to 
two- monks Of the fame order, who, in their fenles 
had embraced the Turkifh faith, imagining that by 
the help of a fmall knowledge in phyfick they could 
not fail of making their fortunes at the Ottoman court. 
One of them took a voyage to the iftand ol Candia, and 
perfuaded himfelf that he had difcovered a filver mine 
under the caftle. This coming to the Pafcha’s ear, and 
beings apprehenfive the caftle might be deftroyed, he 
cauled the pretended phyfician to be feized, and with 
fbme ftones taken from the mountain on which the 
caftle was built, and near the fpot where he laid he 
had difcovered veins of filver, put him on board a 
rartan, ordering the m after to deliver him to the 
Grand Vizier at Conftantinople. The apoftate monk 
now began to queftion the reality of his iuppofed dif- 
covery, and knowing that death would ablolutely be 
the reward’ of -his impofture, pafilonately requefted 
the mafter of the tartan to fet him on ’fhore ; j but 
this tbe captain peremptorily denied ; which threw 
him into fuch defpair, that one evening he flabbed 
himfelf with a knife, arid at the fame time leaped 
overboard; Such are the ufual confequences of feek^ 
ing wealth by the deteftable method of apoftacy. ujofr: 
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Voyage from Scio to- Rh<xd£s. U; 
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W E departed from Scio with a fair wind at north, 
and had loon a view of the coaft of the cohft- 
nent, generally called the White Land ; but the moun- 
tains $re neither fo high nor rocky as thofe of Scio, 

; ! ‘ * where 

■V ' ' 


Digitized by Google 


j ! ' ; ■ if i - 1 t /• ' . r A r • H 

Afia Minor, the Archipelago*, &c. 261 

where it is a common faying. That God* -afcthe crea- 
tion of the* world, threw . all the, rocks; pf? the > conti- 
nent into the fea, and of thefe the ifland of i Seio wa^ 
formed. >. , ■ . .. . 

In palling through the channel of Scio, iwejviewed 
with great plealure, on our right hand, .the poppr 
Jous, fertile, and delightful coaft of that ifland, the 
bilk and vail its being covered with ^vineyards and 
gardens, which exhibit a fufficient proof, of the hap r 
pinefs re&king from human induftry, under a rational • 
liberty, having here turned rocks and deferts into a> 
terreftrial paradjfe ; while by the fuppreflion of that * 
freedom, and the impofitions on which the great mot 
narchies of the world found their grandeur* the moft 
exuberant countries are rendered a barren wafte. On 
our left hand was the coaft of Erythrce, formerly fo 
famous and fertile, but now almoft totally forfakem 
It has dill a fmall harbour called Gefme, or Cefchme, 
thought to be the antient Erythrae, and where there 
are ftill fome remains of a temple. ; 

In the mean time I plainly perceived this part iof 
the continent to be a peninfula*: for we foonicajne 
oppofite to a large bay, .in a low level country i • be- . 
yond which, we had a diftant : view of the fpowy 
mountains of Smyrna, extending towards the city of 
Manaflia, or Magnefia ad Sipylum. This bay is at . 
prefent called Sigafgik, . from a fmall town of that 
name in the bottom of it, and faid to be only five ; 
or fix hours from Smyrna. Pofiibly it is built near, .. 
or on the fite of the ancient Colaphon. 

Near ‘• the fhore of this bay, I diftinguifhed a 
town of a tolerable appearance, and a few villages 
fcattered about the country. • This town brought to 
my, remembrance ,the ancient Thios, of which pro- • 
bably this is the remains \ for it certainly flood there- 
abouts. -i ♦ « . . . . V i .. • v •' . 

We 
where 
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We alfo met a Turkifli man of war, and faw another 
lying at anchor off Scio. Thefe, with three others, 
were cruifing in the Archipelago for protecting the 
trade of the Greeks and Turks, againft the depreda- 
tions of the Maltefe, and pirates, who with their 
fcamparicas, or galliots, had, for fome time, infefted 
thefe feas, to the great detriment of commerce. 

W e next came between the iflands of Samos and 
Nicaria. This channel is called the great Bougas, to 
diftinguifh it from the fmall Bougas, or the pallage 
between the ifland of Samos, and the continent : The 
word Bougas fignifying a channel or narrow paflage. 
Our rais, or captain, while we were in the great Bou- 
gas, feemed very anxious, left a Maltefe galley, or 
iome pirate, might lie concealed behind fome of the 
great rocks, which is, it feems, not unufual. The 
greateft of thefe rocks is called Calimios, and affords 
plenty of frefh water and herbage, fo that the fhep- 
herds of the neighbouring iiland often tranfport their 

cattle thither. 

* » 

The wind continuing fair, foon brought us to 
Stanchio, antiently called Cos, an iOand and town fa- 
mous for being the native place of Hippocrates and 
Apelles-, and they pretend ftill to fhew the houfe of 
the former. ' This ifland, which in fome maps is alfo 
called Lango, lies about thirty miles from the conti- 
nent, and is about forty in circuit. At firft the land 
appears low r , but rifes as you approach it, and at laft 
exhibits the appearance of a mountainous country. 
The modern name of Stanchio, or Iftenkioi, is 
thought to be a corruption of the antient name of 
Cos, the modern Greeks inftead of rjv xwo?, call 
it, for fhortnefs, onco*, or Iftenkioi, and from hence 
the word Stanchio is formed as Stamboul, the pre- 
fent name of Conftantinople, is formed from sU rnt 
IJoXtVy inftead of which the Greeks ufed to fay rv/vn-oAiv, 
or Stenpolin, which the Turks corruptly formed 
into Stamboul. 

- • This 
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This ifland exhibits an agreeable appearance, par- ; 
ticularly the large lemon groves, with which the 
plains near the fea is covered •, but is not to be com-, 
pared with the profpeef of Scio. 

On our arrival at the town, which is dill furround- 
ed with a wall, and the houfes built of done, we fird 
vifited the famous plantain tree. It grows on a plain*, 
near a mofque and fountain, the trunk fo large that 
I could not clafp it with my arms at four times, and 
it’s branches extend to fuch a didance, that they are 
fupported by a great number of pillars. 

Her e is always a great concourfe of people, , 
who during the dimmer heats enjoy a delightful 
fhade, and fpend their time in drinking coffee and 
fmoaking tobacco : and our Turkifli companions 
thought proper to fpend the night here. 

W e next walked out of the town to a place called 
Poekra, and according to tradition the habitation of 
Hippocrates, who was called by this name in their 
language, the memory of that great father of phyfic 
being dill preferved in this ifland. But the houfe 
laid to have been inhabited by that venerable prince 
of the healing art, is now turned into a mofque. 

On the fea-fhore, adjoining to the town of Stanchio 
is an old cadle, with a wall and moat. The arms of 
the Chridians, dill to be leen in the wall, favour a 
conjecture that it was built by the Genoefe, and fome 
cannon are dill mounted on the ramparts 5 but we 
were not permitted to enter it, which certainly could 
not be owing to a fear of our making any dangerous 
difeoveries, unlefs their lcandalous negligence in dif- 
fering every drufture of this kind to tall into ruins 

In 1 $03, this cadle made a vigorous defence a* 
gaind the gallies of Malta ; after which the knights 
of Rhodes were for fome time maders of it •, and ac- 
cordingly over the cadle. gate, and in feveral other 
places, the arms of St John- are dill to be fee n. The 
harbour will admit only veflels of fmall burden, 
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large {hips lying in the road, where there is good an- 
chorage. . 

Wr thout the town walls is a kind of fuburb, 
nearly equal to the town itfelf. It is furrounded by 
orange and lemon groves, the fruits 0! which forms 
the principal trade of the ifland, great quantities be- 
ing lent to Conflantinople and other parts. In an cx- 
curfion I made into the country, I found the foil 
tolerably good, and well watered. 

I was informed that the ifland has four fmall towns 
with their caftles, as Stanchio or Cos, already men- 
tioned, Andimefia, Pili, and Cephalos *, befides l"e- 
veral villages. 

The inhabitants confifl: of Greeks, Jews, and 
Turks. There are about ten families of Jews all 
creditable perfons, and have their fynagogue ; but the 
Greeks being the natural, and, at the fame time, the 
mofl numerous, are faid to have eighteen churches ; 
but mofl of them very old and fmall. I entered into 
converfation with fome of the Greek papas, but their 
ignorance was fo great, that I could obtain no fort of 
information. 

There are alfo a great many Turks on the ifland, 
but the greateffc part of them live in the town of Stan- 
chio, where the Pafcha of the ifland all’o refides. We 
waited on him, and were received in a very courteous 
manner, though he had rai fed himfelf purely by his 
military accompli (foments Pie has a very beautiful 
palace near the fea-fldc, built in the European tafie, 
with a charming garden, decorated with elegant foun- 
tains. This Pafcha lately finalized himfeif by tak- 
ing four fcamparias with their crews ^ two of thefe 
{hips had been burnt, but the other two ftiii lay be- 
fore his door, as monuments of his fuccefs. The . 
crews, being young men of feveral nations, were 
chained,' and fent on board the gallies, but the com - c 
manders fent to court, where they were , put to 
death.-” * : ' / ' * 
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The Pafcha was pleafed rb fay, that ‘ as there was 
no European conful on the ifland he would a&r as 
conful-general, and that we might * 



terefting himfelf in any thing that tended^o^rp^pgt^- 
either our fafety or conveniericy.^ Near, the; gate, of 
this worthy Pafcha, I faw the fragment pf a flwhte 
pillar, and on it thefe words : ' : r t r , 0 ftin'y 

* * T I 


'lb# 


V t f 


©OTPIA AETKIOT , 

H KAI AMMIAE P’fl’M A I A \ . ' . 

XAIPE 


; nio.» 
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And at the entrance of the town frpm the harbour, • 
I found the following infcription. ' 


A BOTAA KAI OAAMOS 
THXAAMIIPOTATHX ' ' . .. 

KnmN naAEns et.eima jen . 1f ,/ 

KATA TA nOAEITTGENTA 

rno APXONTOS 

MAP K or ATP API2TIX2NO? . 

k oxm or nor , . 

, n SA A AOTITJON ; \ ^ 

XEMnPftNION or IKTOP A s / . 

'TON KPATIXTON 

E n A P X O N BEIKOTAflN . „ \ 

HTEMONA KAI AOTKHNAPION 
XAPAONIA2 THX EIIinASAN .. 

0 AAAXXAN H THX A M E N O N • , 

EIPHNHN XMETEXO.T2IAX' 

• XIAHPOT AOTKHNAPION . ; . . 
TOT XEBA2TOT . ' ' j. 

nONTOT KAI B E I 0 T N I A X* ‘ . 

- • < r % 

. . * 

Leaving the ifland of Stanchio, we failed, with 
a fair wind by feveral iflands or rather rocks, as Galy, 
or Gali, which is uninhabited, Nizari, on which are 
feveral villages, Simio, &c. 


Nizari 
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Nizari is famous for having the beft divers in 
the whole Archipelago. Nor is this at all to be won- 
dered at , for when a rich man intends to marry his 
daughter, he appoints a certain day, when all the 
young men in the ifland, difpofed to marry, repair to 
the fea-fide, where they drip themfelves in the pre- 
fence of the father and his daughter, and doubtlefs a 
great number of fpedtators, throw themfelves into 
the fea, and begin diving : and he who goes deeped 
into the fea, and remains longed under water, ob- 
tains the lady. This cudom had doubtlefs it’s rife 
from the common occupation of thefe people, for 
they principally live by the fponges they pluck from 
the rocks at the bottom of the fea. They are alfo 
obliged to furnifh a certain quantity of fponge to the 
Grand Signior. Thevenot relates the fame cudom, 
which he fays prevailed in the ifland Nicaria, but he 
was midaken in' the name. 

On the left hand lies the ifland of Simio or Simid, 
about eighteen miles in circumference The divers 
here fhould naturally equal thofe of Nizari, the fame 
cudom being obferved here ; nor is a young man al- 
lowed to marry ’till he can dive twenty fathom, and 
remain undpr water a certain time. On this ifland is 
alfo a cadle built by the Chridians, who are faid for^ 
merly to have had fix churches. ' 

Here the fimbeguirs are built. They are a kind 
of boats, very light, and have generally nine benches 
for rowers, and make fuch way, either with fails or 
oars, that no fhip whatever can come up with them ; 
a circumdance that has rendered them highly valuable, 
it being very extraordinary for any of them to fall in- 
to the hands of pirates. The Tailors who navigate 
them are alfo fo thoroughly acquainted with the coad, 
that on any appearance of foul weather, they are 
never at a lofs for fhelter. In the dimmer time thefe 
boats are ufed for fifhing, or carrying goods and paf- 
fengers from one ifland to another : but in the winter 

? " ; * - . they 
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they are laid up among the rocks, the inhabitants fub- 
fifting on what they have gained in the fummer. 

After palling by this ifland we entered the chan- 
nel of Rhodes, and failed by a callle built on a high 
mountain, and called by fome Palaio Caftro, and by 
others Vecchio Rhodus, and foon after fafely arrived 
in the harbour. 

This harbour appears, from feveral marks, to have 
been made by the Chriltians : it is circular, and the 
fhips lie fafe from all winds. It’s entrance is defend- 
ed by two callles, whofe walls are of a Gothick archi- 
tecture, one of them very neat, and by the Turks called 
Arab Kulleji , the A rabian Caftle, from a falfe fuppo- 
fition that it was built by an Arabian, there being* 
on every fide, a ftone containing the arms of the 
knights of Rhodes ; fo that there is very little proba- 
lity of it's being a Turkifh work. 

'Near thefe calties are alfo fome batteries mounted 
with large brals cannon, and on one of them the 
image or St John. At the bottom of the harbour* ■ ' 
and in the center of it, are two bulwarks, which form 
a great part of the wall, and according to the inferip- 
tion were built by the Grand Mailer d’Aubuffon. 

In this harbour we found two armed gallies *, and I 
was told, that when the commander of them is pro^ 

. prietor of any lands here, the crew are obliged to 
plow it ; and on fuch occafions very ancient coins and 
medals have been often found. 

At the foot of the wall inclofing the harbour is a 
large wharf, which, befides it’s utility, has a very 
handfome appearance ; and farther towards the town, 
is a particular dock for finall velfels *, but as no care 
is taken to cleanfe it from the mud, it will be foon 
unferviceable. It is defended by a lquare fort built 
of (lone, and furrounded by a wall, which defends it 
from the fqualls coming from the hills, and are here 
prodigioufly violent. 

, ► * L, * 

» * ’ 
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So m e fay, that on this fpot the celebrated ColofTus 
of Rhodes formerly flood, and from whence the in- 
habitants of this ifland were called Coloflians, and to 
whom fome learned men think St Paul’s cpiflle to 
the Coloflians was addrefled. Though others rather 
think, that flupendous flatue flood at the mouth of 
the firfl harbour, and that on it’s being thrown down 
by an earthquake the inhabitants were deterred by an 
oracle from replacing it in it’s former pofition. 

Near the firfl harbour is flill a fpacious bay, near- 
ly refembling a harbour, and where the rocks them- 
felves are fo difpofed, as to prove an excellent defence 
againfl the waves, and only wants a fufficient depth 
of water to make it a better harbour than the other. 

Directly oppoflte to the ifland of Rhodes, on 
the continent, is flill a large harbour called Marmora, 
from whence paffengers from thefe iflands may reach 
Smyrna in five or fix days. . . j 

At my firfl landing at Rhodes I found on a piece, 
of marble belonging to a well the following inferip*. 
tion. , . j 
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f was informed by a Jew, to whom I was recooin, 
mended, that only Turks and Jews are permitted tp ; 
live in the city, which is the caufe it is fo remarkably* 
thin of inhabitants* It has about a hundred Jewifh, 
families, who have two fynagogues ; and with regard 
to the mod ancient, which we were permitted to lee, 
they very confidently tell this legendary tale. ; Whep , 
Solyman jl. firfl conquered the city he turned this fy r{ j 
nagogue into a flable, but all the horfes put into if ; 
languifhed and died. At lafl a certain Jew, by a 

Hebrew 
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Hebrew infcription, accidently difcovered that the 
place had been a fynagogue, and made it known to 
the emperor, who concluding that this v as the caufe 
of the extraordinary mortality among his horfes, made 
a grant of this ftru&ure to the Jews, and permitted 
them to return to their habitations in the city. 

The illand of Rhodes, by Pliny called the beauti- 
ful , has been known by feveral names, as Ophiufa, 
from the multitude of fnakes that infefted it, to the 
great detriment of the inhabitants. After being clear- 
ed from thefe venemous reptiles it was called Stadia, 
or defert. The next name of this illand was Afteria, 
either from king Afterius, or becaufe the illand at a 
diftance has the appearance of a ftar. Some alfo cal- 
led it iEthrasa, from the conftant purity and clearnefs 
of the air, the fun being hardly ever obfcured during 
the whole day. 

Pliny and Strabo alfo mention the names of Tel- 
chinis, Trenacria, Corymbia, Poefia, Atabiria, Ma- 
caria, and Oloefla, at laft it was called Rhodes, under 
which the illand has made fome figure in hiftory, and 
is derived from the Greek word foi 'or, a rofe, either 
becaufe it abounded with that flower, or becaufe a 
rofe was found in laying the foundation of it’s capital 
city. 

The ancient arms of Rhodes is faid to have been 
the blofiom of a pomegranate, from the great quanti- 
ties of them ufed in dying their wool *, and it is obfer- 
ved of other Grecian cities, that in order to perpe- 
tuate any thirtg ; productive of honour or profit, their 
inhabitants endeavoured to perpetuate it by medals. 
Thus the city of Tyre had a filh in it’s arms, it being 
from a particular fpecies of fhell-fifh that they procu- 
red their celebrated purple. 

The origin of the inhabitants of Rhodes is uncer- ' 
tain ; "though fome are of opinion, that the illand was 
firft peopled by* the defcendants of Dodanim, the 
fourth fon of Javan j both the Septuagint and Samari- 

• * '* tan’ 
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tan tranflation of the Pentateuch, in (lead of Doda- 
nim, always fay Rodanim, and by which the Greeks 
always underftood the Rhodians •, though fome anci- 
ent hiftorians mention other inhabitants of this ifland, 
prior to thole mentioned above. But all agree, that 
after the Trojan war, the Dorians made themfelves 
mailers of it, and expelled the ancient inhabitants ; 
and hence the Dorian accent was afterwards ufed by 
the Rhodians. 

In the year 1308 the emperor Emanuel, on the 
expulfion of the knights from St John d’Acri, made 
them a grant of this ifland, which they continued ma- 
tters of ’till the year 1522, when, after a glorious re- 
finance, the grand mailer Villiers was obliged to fur- 
render it to Solyman II. on which the knights retired 
firft to Candia, and from thence to Sicily, where they 
continued ’till the year 1530, when Charles V. gave 
them the illand of Malta. 

The air of Rhodes excels that of any other place 
in the Archipelago. It has all'o an affluence of all 
kinds of provifions, except corn, which they are obli- 
ged to fetch from the continent. 

The wine of Rhodes was formerly in fuch repute, 
that the Romans, when the ifland firlt fell into their 
hands, ufed it only in their facrifices, efleeming it too 
generous and exquifite for common ufe ; and thus 
the priefts had the greatefl fhare of it, fo that Virgil 
* %s, • 

v / 

Non ego /<?, menfis & Diis accepta fecundis , _ 

'Tranfierim, Rhodia , tumidis, bumafie racemis . 

Georg. Lib. II. ver. 10 1. 

1 * 

It’s wine is Hill excellent, and proper for the table, 
when a little diluted ; but the red greatly exceeds the 
white, and the befl is made by the Jews. 

This ifland is far from being well peopled, and 
the Greeks are poof and indigent, efpecially thofe who 
-- * live 
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live at a diftance from the capital ; though the ifland 
produces filk, wax, honey, oil, See. fufficient for it’s 
inhabitants *, alfo pine-trees for building.. Here is 
alfo a fpring of fuch excellent water, that gallies are 
fent from Conftantinople to fetch it. 

The city of Rhodes ftill exhibits a proof of the 
opulence of the knights of the order of St John, who 
now refide in the ifland of Malta, and were tranfplan- 
ted hither from Ptolemais, which they called St John 
.d’Acca, now d’Acri. This city they repaired and 
fortified with great fplendor and ftrength, according 
to the manner of thole times *, and the city of Rhodes, 
by it’s fortifications and batteries, is ftill one of the 
ftrongeft rortrefies in all the Grand Signior’s domi- 
nions. 

The knights are faid firft to have pitched their 
camp on an eminence in the neighbourhood of Rhodes* 
called and ftill termed by failors Rhodo 

Vecchio , ’till the city of Rhodes, with it’s fuperb pa- 
laces, and fuperb fortifications, was finifhed for their 
reception. 

All the buildings that belong’d to the order are 
uniform ; the houfes have all the arms of the knights 
. in their front, and on the walls of the city are thofe of 
the Grand Mafter, efpecially the arms belonging to 
the great d’Aubuffon, and the cardinal of that name. 
I alfo obferved over the doors of a ruined church, de- 
dicated to our lady of victory, two inferiptions : one 
in Latin, and very legible, the other in Greek, but fo 
greatly erafed, that hardly a letter could be diftinguifti- 
ed. The Latin is as follows : 

GB INSIGNEM VICTORI AM DE TURCIS 
E COELO RHODIIS DEMISSAM 
ECCLESIAM S. M ARIAE DE VICTORIA 
F. PETRUS D’AVB VSSON 
MAGISTER VICTOR EREXIT MCCCLXXX. 
AB INCARN. TO. CHRISTO. VI R. AUGUST. 

This 
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. This infcription was made on account ol the above- 
mentioned Grand Matter’s defending the city for three 
months With fuch conduct and bravery, that the Turks 
we obliged to retire, after lofing thirty thoufand men. 
Between thefe two doors is another infcription to the 
fame purpofe, with a bafio relievo, reprefenting this 
celebrated defence, and above it the Grand Matter’s 
arms. .. 

On .turning on the left-hand from the harbour you 
enter the principal and moft beautiful ftreet in the . 
whole city, and called the knight’s ftreet *, and here 
the principal of them refided, as is evident from their 
arms ftill on the houfes. On the right-hand is a large 
building, having on it’s walls the arms of France, and 
thofe or the Grand Matter, and other knights ; and 
at fome diftance on the left, a houfe decorated with 
the arms of Spain, Naples, Portugal, and Sicily. 

In this ftreet was the arfenal of the order, and is 
ftill applied by the Turks to the fame ufe : but we . 
were fo cautious as not to look into it, that we might 
avoid all fulpicion, and the rapacious exactions of the: 
Turks. At the end of the ftreet was the Lazaretta 
of the order, but now abandoned. We obferved on 
the doors feveral beautiful pieces of fculpture, and 
among others a bafio relievo of our Saviour. But all 
the doors I faw of this kind belonging to the ancient 
buildings of Rhodes, though all of cyprefs, yet by- 
length of time, and the malice of the Turks, are re- 
markably defaced. 

Beyond the Lazaretta is a large portico, where 
anciently the perfons of note ufed to meet, as now on 
the Broglio at Venice : and on the left-hand is the 
church of St John, built upon pillars *, but never fa- 
mous for it’s beauty. It is now turned into a mofque. 
There are feveral other churches in the city of Rhodes, 
fome of which are now ufed as mofques, and others 
ftunbling into ruins* , 

Among 
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A Mon c other affecting objects is a burying-ground 
Before a ruined church, where the earth is lb. far wafh- , 
crd away, that numbers of bones, and even entire fke- 
letons of the dead, are wholly uncovered *, and in ie-| 
veral places legs and arms are vilible above the furface 
ot the ground. 

Not far from hence, on the left-hand, you enter 
the court of a large ftrudture, formerly the Grand 
Mailer’s palace, and the citadel of Rhodes. It was . 
fur rounded by three moats, and fortified by ftrong 
walls, and outworks, on which were planted a great 
number of cannon In this ftru&ure the Chan of. 
Tartary, we mentioned at Scio, refided. 

In this court, and alfo before the palace, are feve- 
ral fubterraneous apartments, hewn in a rock ; they 
were made by the knights for granaries, that they 
might be able to fupport a long fiege. They ftill 
ferve for the fame ufe, and are the conftant refource, t 
in cafe of any deficiency, in the fupply received from , 
the continent. 

'All the houfes in Rhodes are of ftone, fomething 
refembling that of Malta, but much harder : Their 
roofs are conftru&ed in the Italian manner ; but from 
the decay of trade, and the order which prohibits Chri* 
ftians from living in the city, they are let at a very 
reafonable rate, and are every day running to ruin, . 
the Turks being much more inclined to depopulate 
and ravage the places and countries they have con- 
quered, than to cultivate or improve any parti- 
cular. 

The city is well fortified in every part, particular- 
ly towards the land, where it is fur rounded With three 
thick walls, two deep moats, and feveral large bafti- 
ons, and batteries of excellent cannon. Thcfe walls, , 
like the houfes in the city, are built of a whitiih flor.e 
dug in the neighbourhood. • ~ 

Here alfo we faw three fubterraneous aqueducts, 
by which the water is conveyed under the moats, and 
Vol. I. T after r 
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afterwards by pipes to the ramparts, from whence it 
is diffributed to the whole city. We returned by the 
red gate, near which are two broken altars half buried 
in the earth. - 

At this gate the Turks have a kind of guard-houfe, 
hung round with fabres, halberts, and clubs. I alfo 
obferved among them a rondas y or round fhield, 
which doubtlei's belonged to one of the knights. 
Over this gate is a baffo relievo of St John the Bap- 
ti-ft, the arms of the order, and thole of the Grand 
Mailer d’Aubuffon. 

Tft the fuburbs, which are pretty large, the French 
conful has his refidence *, the Greeks alfo have their 
houfes here, not being even permitted to fpend a 
lingle night in the city ; a very great inconveniency 
to them, as they are obliged at fun -let to lock up 
rheir ihops, and retire with great precipitation. Here 
is alfo a lmall convent of Francifcans, called Soccolan- 
/f, who are under the protedlion of Holland. 

Here alfo the Greek bifbop refides, and who en- 
tertained us with great courtely. I obferved that eve- 
ry thing in his houfe was extremely neat, and hd 
feemed to live in a very comfortable manner. He 
made no difficulty of Ihewing us, among other parti- 
culars, ’his pontifical robes, which were very richly 
embroidered. I was alfo informed, that his annual 
• revenue amounted to fix thoufand pialters *, but he 
is obliged, belides paying three thoufand live hundred 
to the Patriarch of Conltancinople, to make prefents 
>to the Pafcha, Cadi* and other rapacious placemen, 
efpecially -at the time ot the great Bairam. This large 
revenue does not arife from any lands belonging to 
him as bifhop; but his clergy pay him from five to 
. eight piafters per annum, and every family eight 
paras, t:: ; 

The: papas or priefts have their incomes from the 
contribution of their congregations, and the fees paid 
them at {marriages and baptifms. If the bride be a 

maid 
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maid their fee is two piafters ; if a widow only one* 
For performing the ceremony of baptifm they reedy© 
from fifteen to twenty paras. This bifhop, like mo(b 
of his flat ion I had met with, feemed to be more re+' 
markable for courtefy than learning ; and he informed 
me, that in the ifland there were no lefs than forty-one 
villages. • . 

Near the fea-fide are feveral monuments m the 
form of a dome, and faid to have been built by the 
Chan of Tartary, already mentioned, during his refn 
dence in this ifland. Here are alio two or three erec- 
ted to the memory of Grand Viziers, who had been 
banifhed hither: and three belonging to the fame 
number of Agas of janizaries, whofe heads the Grand 
Signior had demanded. * 

This demand is made in the following manner: the 
Grand Signior fends, by a Capighi Bald, a Gatgirif* 
or warrant, figned by himfelf. On the arrival oT the 
Capighi Bafci nt the place where he is to execute his 
commiffion, he immediately informs the magiftracy 
of it, who dire&ly affemble, and the warrant being 
delivered to the prefident, he kifles it, and lays it up- 
on his head. The gates of the place being now lock- 
ed, the perfon mentioned in the warrant is fecured, 
and the order jfhewn him, who alfo lays it on his head, 
and begs time- to offer up his prayers ; after which he 
is immediately llrangled ; then his head is cut off, and 
the brains taken out when the head is embalmed, 
and lent to court. ' . * . . 

Som e of theie monuments, efpecially thofe of the 
Grand Viziers, were covered on all fidcs, but thofe of 
the -janizaries expo fed to the weather. We alfo ob- 
ierved here two fmall hermitages inhabited by eccle- 
fialticks. * * ' 

The drefs of the women, efpecially thofe .of the 
fuburbs, is very little different from that worn by the 
women of the other iflands ; bat in the country it 
* nearly refembles that of the men, and they alfo wear 
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red fpattcrdafhes. •< Some I faw with turbans on the 
heads* dike the Turks j* but L was told thefe were 
Greek women,' belonging to the little ifland of Sirni, 
who. when the Grand Signior returned from ;the con- 
queft of Rhodes, met him with turbans on. their 
heads ; at which he was fo greatly delighted, that he 
conferred on diem the privikge of* wearing that orna- 
ment for the future 

v >1 saw here an inftance which fufHcientlv indicated, 
that the Greeks are not entirely free from iuperftition. 
This was a child with a black fpot on his forehead * 
and on my afking the reafon for fo Angular a mark, I 
was gravely told, that it was done defignedly, in order „ 
to prevent any misfortunes from befalling him, from 
being beheld by an evil eye. •• / 

The Jews here have a very friendly, but not the 
molt frugal cuftom. At the birth of the child, in any 
family of note, all the Jews, men and women, are 
continually vifiting at the houfe, the men in the evem 
ing, when bufinefs is over.-, but feme women continue 
there day and night-, and this lafts eight days* ’till 
the child is circumcifed * fo that the Jew to .whom we 
were recommended, and whofe wife was then big with 
child, told us he did not expeft that this feaft would 
coft him lefs than four hundred piafters.r- Irr/*., r r.y. 

*• Among the curiofities of Rhodes we faw thear- 
irow- which one of the.' knights, out of refentment 
to the Grand Mailer, fliot into the Turkifh camp, 
then before Rhodes, with a letter, defcribitig the 
•v/eakefl part of the city, and which he had been in- 
formed of in a council of ivar, where the engineers 
■had reported it to the Grand Mafter. His treachery, 
however* was dilcovered before the Turks took, the 
city, and he was hanged on a gibbet erected before 
:the very window out of which he had fliot the ar- 
row. M - . ■ : J . 

Here are alfo fhewn the boots worn by So! y man, 
when he took the city : alfo a remarkable dragon or 
* - - ferpent, 
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ferpent, which made terrible havock in the country, 
but was, at laft, killed by a French knight and his 
i'ervant, in a cave called Malpalfo, about an hour and 
a half from the city, and which was it’s general re- 
treat. This fignal adtion is commemorated by the, 
following inlcription : 

» - j f * * k4 * 

* - * ' • r - » 

Fr . D e o d a t u s d e.Gazon e hie anguem immense 
molis , orbibus terribilem , miferos Rbodi * incolas de~ 
'L’orantem, Jirenue permit, dcinceps Magifter crea- 
tus eft . A . C. 1 349. ; ■ 

- * 

* * T ■ , « 

The import of which is, that Francis Deodatus of 
Gazone, here couragioufly Hew a ferpent of an enor- 
mous fize, which devoured the milerabie inhabitants 
of Rhodes *, and for which he was created Grand Ma- 
ther, in the Year 1349. Others, however, call this 
daring knight Goujon de Melac. . : •' 

W e did not forget, among our vifits, to pay the 
firft to the Pafcha, who received us with that affabili- 
ty we. had always met with from perfons in his high 
ffation. He even made us fit with him on the fofa, 
while the others, both Turks and Greeks fat below, 
and oa their knees, as a mark of refpeft. 

It is oblerved, that the Pafchas or Governors of 
conquered countries, generally leave behind ithern 
more debts than effe&s, being obliged from time ro 
time to make large prefents to fatisfy the avarice of 
the Grand Vizier, and other rapacious favourites*, as 
thefe likewife are obliged often to do to the Grand 
Signior. Another expenfive circumtlance is, that the 
Pafchas endeavour to add a luifre to their dignity by 
their lplendid way of living * while the greacett part 
of their revenues mull be railed by oppretfiuns on the 
lubje6ts; and as even this feldom anfwers\ail their 
expences, they frequently die loaded with' enormous 
debts, to the great prejudice of their children. This 
Pafcha’s apartments were equal to thofe of moft fove- 
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reign princes in magificence *, though I was told, that 
the harem, or women’s apartment, was much the 
finell part of the palace. 

In order to take a better view of the adjacent coun- 
try we fpent a day in hunting, and pafled' by feveral 
country -feats near the fea, ’till we came to a village 
called Trianda. 

Here we were received by a pried, who, with 
three others officiating here, pay annually fix piaders 
to the Pafcha, and fifteen to the Bifhop. This pried 
made heavy complaints of the opprefiion and cruelty 
of the Turks, who often came and extorted from the 
poor inhabitants, the greated part of their fubftance. 
Though in the whole village there were only four 
Turkifh families, the red being all Greeks, but in the 
mod indigent circumdances, frequently wanting bread 
to fatisfy their hunger. They are, however, more 
happy here than thofe who inhabit the central parts of 
the ifland, where they principally fubfid on the Ipon- 
taneous productions of nature. 

This pried afterwards accompanied us to the fum- 
mit of an adjacent mountain, where he fhewed us the 
ruins of a church, ,a convent, and a palace of the 
Grand Mader of Rhodes. This place the Turks call 
Vefchia Rhcdos , or old Rhodes, and the Greeks Pbile- 
ritid. The mountain is about a mile and a half diflrant 
from the village, and the fummit of it we found to be 
a delightful plain, about two miles in circuit. It is 
every where very deep, and fome remains fhew, that 
it was formerly furrounded with walls, towers, and 
bulwarks. * ‘ ' * ' :: 

These walls had three gates, and confequently 
three ways for afeending the mountain ; one of thefe 
the Turks have- entirely dedroyed, but near that, by 
which we went up, were two fortifications to defend 
it, as being the mod eafy. In our afeent we pafled 
through a wood of large trees, encircled by vines. 

^ t . •_ » 

* * 
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On the top of the mountain we faw- a number of 
horfes feeding, and feveral refervoirs hewn in the 
rock *, but moft of them filled with ftones. About 
the middle of the afcent are the ruins of a church and 
convent, on the tottering walls of which I obferved 
the arms of the order, and that of the cardinal d’Au- 
buflon. ■ 

Here are alfo feveral chapejs hewn in the rock, 
and decorated with paintings in frefco; but all fhew 
the marks of Mahometan bigotry ; and not long fince 
the T urks dug to a confiderable depth under one of 
the chapels, Irom an imaginary notion of finding con- 
fiderable trealures. — . , • * 

Near the ruins of this church are flill remaining. 

« » ^ 

the four walls of the Grand Mailer’s palace, and was 
probably his country-feat. The afcent to it was by a 
flight of fixteen fteps, and over the door I law his 
arms quartered with thofe of the order. In the walls 
of the church are flill the holes where the ftandards 
of the order were depofited ; and in the church a 
painting of the crucifixion in frefco, but executed iit 
fo wretched a tafte, that not a village in Italy would 
have fuffered it to difgrace the wall of it’s church. 

We now vifited another part of the mountain, 
where we faw the ruins of feveral houfes, which appear- 
ed like the fad remains of fome unfortunate village ; 
but the prieft called it the caftle. On one fide of it 
were, indeed, flill the remains of fome towers, and 
ballions. Here the lide of the mountain was nearly 
perpendicular, and therefore required no fortification. 
We alfo law feveral refervoirs, and a large block of 
marble, on which was the arms of the Grand Mafler 
d’Aubuffon. It is not long fince the Turks took 
away feveral pieces of cannon, which had lain here 
ever fince the taking of the ifiand. • - , 

.Here the watch-tower formerly flood, for ma- 
king fignals on the appearance of any of the enemy’s 
fhips. 1 

T 4 
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We defcended the mountain by the other way, and 
the prieft brought us to his farm, where, in a pleaiant 
meadow, lome of his horfes were grazing, while the 
others were employed in the necefiary works of hut* 
bandry. And he told us, he had four hundred fhecp 
feeding on the neighbouring mountains. 

After thanking our friendly hoft, for we had no 
opportunity of making him any prel’ent for his la- 
vours, we returned to the city, having found in every 
part of the country variety of game, particularly hares 
and partridges. 

Our long ftay at Rhodes, for which the Turks and 
Jews could not eafily account, began to raife fufpici- 
ons in both, that the real intention of our coming was 
to look for treafures hid in the ifland. And probably 
this jealoufy was increafed at lead, if not derived from, 
the following adventure which liappened not long 
fince. . % 

Two perfons, who called themfelves French gentle- 
men, landed here from on board a tartan •, and alter 
enquiring for the owner of a houfe in the Jew ? s 
quarter, exprefTed a greater defire of hiring it, during 
the time of their (lay at Rhodes, promifing him five 
paras per day, which being four times more than the 
ufual rent, was immediately accepted. 

.These French .adventurers iound,Jn three days, 
the treafyre they fought, and of which t hey ihadf infor- 
mation from a writing they brought with 
ving obtained what they came in fearch . for,, j they de- 
parted in the night ; fo that in the morning neither gen^ 
tlemen nor tartan was to be feen. ; They had, how- 
ever, the generofity to leave the twenty ipat*& idiUSffcr 
rent, together with a prefent of. three ; fcqoio$,i itt/the 
Jarge veffel in which the treafure had been ^buried. u.i 

The Jew, on entering his houfe, and finding the 
floor taking up, and the vefiel containing the paras 
and fequins, was not at a lofs to guefs what; had hap- 
pened, 1 and in the fury of his paflion* that this trea- 

. fure 
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furs had efcaped him i | W , at ^thai^erTOd ^iot 
obtained fcmedpart of tt^ was at ftrft Tor : j^1$rf<^n 
end to his life I but time, and tile reafonirig^"t)f his 
friends, at daft brought him to his fenfes, Be- 

came greatly plealed with the behavioif 6f theFf^ftJh- 
men. . err josh nnniiudrigbn ad* no gniimt 

This adventure,* and Teveral ^others of tile fame 
kind, faid to >'ihave' happened here, favour -die com- 
mon opinion^ that whem v the Turks were on the* point 
of being mailers of the city,- large films of money 
were buried by the inhabitants; and by the death’ or 
captivity of the owners were never tliicovered. Thefe 
fufpicions, efpecially as we had ieen every remarkable 
particular in the ifland, determined u^to proceed ilrt- 
mediately to Cyprus ?■ an account of which ihail make 
the fubjedt of the -following chapter, 

ditr. .'i i j ii r ) dji, ;.mu;oUo 1 snJ 




CHAP. XVIII. 


* V ’ 

. * * * 


I ‘ 


, . t I . 

Voyage to the ijland Cyprus ; with fome account 
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W E left Rhodes with a fair wind, which 1 foon 
• brought us in fight of a rocky ifland, called 
Caftro Rofio, fituated near the continent, and inha- 
bited by Greeks -and Turks. Soon after we found 
ourfeives oppofite to the gulph of Satalia; and on the 
fixth day after our departure from Rhodes we made 
the ifland of Cyprus, and failed near cape Sampifani, 
and Fonte Amorofo, anciently called Acamas. * Not 
far to the eaftward lies the city of Arfinoe, now 
--known by the name of Lefcari, and famous for the 
cavern of Jupiter. ‘‘ 1 ’ ‘ f *V n * ! V 
About noon we had fight of Baffef' one 1 of the 
principal towns on the ifland of Cyprus, ? a(nd not far 

from 
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from the fight of the ancient Paphos. But at night 
we flood off to fea for fear of running too near cape 
de Gat, where a fhoal ftretches fome leagues into 
the fea. 

The next morning we came to an anchor in the 
bay of Salina, which is capacious enough to contain a 
whole fleet, and fituated between two promontories, 
of which that on the weft is called Chiti, and that on 
the eaft Pila The fhips lie at anchor about a league 
from the ftiore, that in cafe of a ftorm, efpecially at 
fouth, they may be in no danger of being ftranded. 

A boat belonging to the ifland landed us at Salina, 
a fmall village, called by the Turks Doufla, and fortified 
with a kind of ravelin, planted with eight pieces of 
cannon for defending the road againft the corfairs. 
Hence we travelled to Lernica, the place where moft 
of the Franks refide. 

The ifland of Cyprus was by the Greeks called 
Makaria, afterwards Cyprus, -either from the great 
quantity of copper dug there, or a fragrant fhrub, 
called by the Greeks and Latin Cyprus, and by the 
Arabians Alhanna, or Henne, which grew in great 
plenty here, and to this day is greatly valued in every 
part of the eaft. 

This ifland is above two hundred and fifty hours 
in circuit ; the length being about one hundred, and 
the breadth fixty-five leagues. But the ports towards 
the fouth* weft are much broader than thofe towards the 
north *, and it’s diftance from the continent is compu- 
ted at about twenty hours. Some ancient writers fay it 
was a peninfula ; but that it has been feparated from 
the continent by earthquakes, tempefts, and innun* 
dations. *' ' * 1 

Eratosthenes fays, that this ifland was, at-firft, 
fo overgrown with trees, that there was no room for 
# culture ; but the inhabitants, at laft, cleared the 

' ground and cultivated it *, and their labour was richly 
rewarded, for the ifland, from a wildernefs became 
... * one 
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one of the moft fertile * and delightful countries upon 
earth. 

This ifland has on all fides a multitude of fliarp 
promontories, whence the Ancients compared it to a 
fheep-ikin ttretched out; and as they called thofe 
promontories horns, the ifland was called Ceraftia, 
and the inhabitants Ceralbe. And this probably gave 
rife to the fable, that the Cyprians had formerly horns 
on their foreheads, according to Ovid. 

Gemino quondam quibus afyera cornu . 

From erant \ unde , etiam nomen t rax ere Cerafta. 

Met. Lib. X. ver. 222. 

This ifland has been governed by feveral dates. 
It’s firft inhabitants were the fons of Japhet ; and it’s 
firft government, mentioned by hiftorians, by kings, 
of which one is called Evagoras, who out of regard 
to the politenefs and learning of the Athenians, zea- 
loufly efpoufed their caufe on all occafions ; but was 
afiaflinated by one of their own courtiers Afterwards 
the Ptolemies made themfelves matters of the ifland, 
and kept pofleflion of it ’till Marcus Cato reduced it 
under the Roman government, making a fplendid en- 
trance into Rome, with the immenle treafures. he 
found in the ifland. The laft king is faid to have laid 
violent hands on himfelf, being unable to bear the 
thought of having his kingdom taken from him by the 
private perfon of a Commonwealth. 

In the time of Pliny this ifland was divided into 
nine kingdoms. And # in more modern times the in- 
habitants are faid to have confifted of four clafles, the 
nobility, the people, the francomaftes, or freedmen, 
and the parefii, or flaves. 

The nobility, and people, lived in the city, and 
kept the freedmen and flaves in fubjedtion. The flaves 
cultivated the fields, and performed all the other labo- 
rious works of hufbandry. The freedmen formed the 

army. 
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army, and were above all others detefted by the 
(laves, as opprefling and abufing them more than 
either the nobility or the people. In procefs of time 
the ifland fell under the Greek emperors, ’till Ifaac 
Cotnmenus, a terrible tyrant, revolted againft his ma- 
tter, and took pofieftion of it for himfelf. 

His ufurpation, however, was of no long continu- 
ance, being driven from the ifland in 1191 by Rich- 
ard I. King of England, in revenge for the barba- 
rous treatment fome of his fubjedts had met with from 
Commenus, after their being fhipwrecked* on this 
ifland. 

Some time after Richard fold Cyprus to the Knights 
Templars, an order at that time very powerful But 
either the Cyprians appeared to be a fickle people, or the 
knights government was not agreeable to them, every 
place being filled with tumults and oppofition ; fo that 
the knights transferred their purchafe to a French no- 
bleman, called Lufignan, whofe family, by their mild 
conduct, enjoyed a long and quiet poflefiion of it^ 
’till it came, by marriage, to the houfe of Savoy, who 
did not poflefs it long, though it ftill referves the title 
of king of Cyprus. 

The dukes* of Savoy were depofed by a natural 
fon of the laft king of Cyprus, by a daughter of the 
Cornaro family at Venice; on which the Venetians; 
after the deceafe of him and his fon, ' who died very 
young, took poffeflion of the ifland, - and held it ’till 
the year 1571, when the Turks took jit, In the reign 
of fultan Selim II. This emperor is faid to havefet 
his heart fo fully on the conqueft of this ifland,' from 
his remarkale fondnefs for the wine; but others 4 &y, 
he was animated to it by a Portuguefe y" A 

This Jew, called Jean Miches, 

Chriftianity, but for feveral vile practices was ba- 
nifhed his country, and retired to jVenice. ; ^ But hfe 
did not long reflde there before he became known, 
and on a well-grounded fufpicion of his having formed 

a defign 
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a defign of letting fire to the arfenal, on the night, of 
the 13th of September, 1569, he was banifhed from 
the Venetian territories. Revenge carried him to 
Conftantinople, where he married the daughter of a 
Jew with an immenfe fortune. His riches giving 
him an opportunity of obtaining an audience of the em- 
peror Selim, and his artful difeourfe having introduced 
himfelf into the favour of that prince, he fuggefted to 
him the defign of befieging Cyprus. 

It is laid, that Selim being once merry with drink- 
ing, gently ftruck Miches on the (boulder, laying to 
' him, “ If heaven profpers my defign, thou (halt be 
“ king of Cyprus ” Soon alter, namely in the year 
1 570, the Turks landed in the ifiand, and laid fiege 
to Nicofia, which fuftained a fiege of forty eight days. 
In the following year they took Famagufta, but not 
before firing fifteen thoufand cannon (hot againft it ; 
tho’ the governor, after fo brave a defence, was, con- 
trary to a particular promife, and the articles of capi- 
tulation, put to a cruel death by the Turkifti Pafehaj 
after which the whole ifiand foon came into their 
hands. 

The number of inhabitants in the ifiand of Cy- 
prus cannot be determined with any exactnefs, many 
removing every year, on account of the prodigious 
t^xes. , Some years fince the number was laid to ex- 
ceed two hundred thoufand *, and during the reign o£ 
the emperor Trajan this ifiand mud have been very 
populous ; for Dion Cafiius relates, that the Jews, in 
order to tree themfelves from the Roman yoke, m^f- 
facred twenty-four thoufand in one day ; but at pre- 
fent hardly jew is to be feen, the Franks generally* 
making ufe of Greeks in their commerce. 

.. It is fuppofcd to be owing to the warmth of the cli- 
mate,. chat the Cyprians do not exceed a middle ftature, 
arc... rather, lean, than fat, and rather brifk than ftrong, 
Thev are of a brown complexion, like the reft of the 

Greeks ; 
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Greeks •, and both their eyes and hair black. They 
are alio of a quick and piercing genius. 

In former times the inhabitants of Cyprus were fa* 
mous for voluptuoufnefs and magnificence. The moil 
'common utenfils among all people of faihion were fil- 
ver ; and not a peafant’s cottage to be feen without 
feveral pieces of plate. The rich even grew tired of 
their horfes, and both in country and town would ufe 
only mules ; but the fovereign fearing that their noble 
breed of horfes, would by this means degenerate, ififu- 
ed a proclamation againft the ufe of mules ; but the 
horfes are not now fo highly valued as formerly. 

The women here, efpecially at Lernica, are not the 
moft beautiful I have feen*, but allowance muft be 
made for the climate, and manner of living. They 
drefs in the fame manner as thofe of Rhodes, except 
that in Cyprus they wear no veils. Their hair is co- 
vered before, but hangs down behind in curls. They 
alfo wear thofe large wide plaited gowns I have already 
mentioned at Scio. 

It is known by experience, that the inhabitants of 
this ifland feldom attain to any great age, owing pof- 
• fibly to the badnefs of the air *, malignant fevers being 
common here, efpecially towards the end of fummer *, 
and during our flay in the ifland, though it was in 
the fpring, a contagious diftemper fwept away great 
numbers at Nicofia. But the air is moft noxious at 
Famagufta and Lernica, owing to the vapours rifing 
from the fens and falt-pans in the neighbourhood. 
And at Lernica the air is moft unhealthy when the fun 
is above the horizon. 

The whole ifland does not afford one Angle river \ 
but feveral ponds, lakes, and fens ; and to thefe may, 
in a great meafure, be imputed the heavinefs* and moi- 
fture of the air, of which ftrangers generally feel the 
effefts. • L 
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In the winter, after heavy rains, feveral rivulets 
are leen pouring down from the mountains ; but foon 
become dry on the return of fair weather. Sometimes 
no rain falls for a long time ; and it appears from hi- 
ftory, that the inhabitant were once obliged to quit it, 
no rain falling in the fpace of feventeen years. And 
in the time of Conftantine the Great it was vifited with 
a drought of fix and thirty years. It does not indeed 
want fountains, and wells, but the water in all is thick 
and turbid. Thefe, however, frequently fail, fo that 
in the heats of fummer no verdure is to be feen in the v 
whole country ; which feems parched and arid. 

Notwithstanding all thefe inconveniences, the 
ifland is very fruitful in corn, oil, honey, wax, faf- 
fron, and wool. And it is computed, that one third 
more is produced than is confumeed in the ifland. 
This renders every thing cheap here, fo that vefflels fre- 
quently put in at Cyprus to take in provifions for 
their voyage. But this fertility depends, in a great 
meafure, on a favourable feafon for rain, when they 
have a prodigious plenty of corn. But the Turks 
knew not how to make a proper advantage of this 
particular, namely, to lay jit up againft a time of fcar- 
city, kill the Franks taught them the method, and di- 
rected them how to build proper granaries for this 
purpofe. 

The corn is ground by water-mills in the ifland, 
fo that in a time of drought there is not only a want of 
water, but alfo of bread. In an exigency of this kiud 
the Englifh once faved the people from famine, ha- 
ving, in a time of plenty laid up a lufficiency to fup- 
port the inhabitants. 

Formerly, and even under the dominion of the 
Venetians, fugar-canes were produced here in great 
plenty, paaticularly in a part called Epifcopia ; and 
the fugar was, at that time, exported to all parts •, but 
at prefent that manufacture is wholly laid afide, and 
the Greeks entirely ignorant of the procefs. 
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In mod parts of the ifland is a tree producing an 
oblong fruit, generally called St John’s bread, Irom 
an opinion that the Baptift, while he continued in the 
defert, lived on this fruit. It is of a very agreeable, 
talle, and from it is exprefled a kind of juice or ho- 
ney, ufed as a fauce in feveral favourite difhes. 

Salt is (till made here in great quantities, and the 
duty on it, what was fold to foreigners, ufed to amount 
to thirty thoijfand ducats per annum, while the Ve- 
netians were mailers of the ifland. This fait, it mud 
be owned, has a very agreeable pungency. 

The wine of Cyprus is alio famous in every part of 
the Levant, as well as Europe. But I muft own, I 
fhould like it better were it free from the tarry talle, 
which it derives from the manner of keeping it ; for 
the new wine is firll put into large earthen vefiels, 
tarred within, where it continues a confiderable time. 
If the wine proves good it is taken from thefe veffels 
put into calks, in which it is exported. 

A great deal of this wine is fent to Venice and 
England, and it has this in common with many other 
wines, that it improves by being at fea. According- 
ly an Epicure of an Engliftiman who lived here, ufed 
to fend his Cyprus wine to England^ whence it was 
fent back again to him at Cyprus. 

The ifland alfo abounds in turpentine and falt-petre; 
here are like wife made cheefes of goats milk, which 
after being laid in oil, are in great requeil ail over 
the Levant. The delicious birds called beccafiguo’s, 
are caught in the latter end of Auguft-, thefe are pick- 
led in fait and vinegar, preifed down in calks, and 
carefully fecured, and thus fent to Venice and Eng- 
land. They have a manner of drefling them here 
with Cyprus wine, than which I think few things can 
betterqdeafe a dainty palate. Hunting is very delight- 
ful all over the ifland, as it every where affords plen- 
ty of lhijfcs, partridges, hares, wild goats, of which 
hams are made $ but it has no deer. 

Early 
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Early in the morning the fhepherds find on the 
goats beards a vifeid fubltance, which looks and fmells 
pretty much like pitch *, and this fmell, which is far 
from being difigreeable, is laid to be good againft the 
peftilence. Some Franks call it laudanum, others 
give it the name of hi rax. 

Near Baffe are mines of rock cyrflal, and a French 
merchant there (hewed me a molt beautiful (lone* 
which might pafs for a diamond, and fuch (tones be- 
ing found in the mines here are commonly called 
Baffe-diamonds. Ancient hiftorians and geographers 
fpeak of various mines in Cyprus both of gold and fil- 
ler, and gems, but the prelent proprietors do not 
concern themfelves about mines* and the Greeks muft 
not work them : indeed the ore, after all their pains 
and charges, would be of little advantage to them, 
for they know nothing of feparation, or any other 
branch of metallurgy. Under the Venetian govern- 
ment, however, Cyprus exported a great deal of very 
good vitriol 

In fome of the mountains is found a kind of blueifh 
done, by the Ancients called amyanthos, and out of 
it is fpun a kind of cotton, of which formerly (hirts 
were made, and glean’d, by being put into the fire. 
They were alfo tiled in the burning of fubftances in- 
to allies, according to the cuftom of thofe times. The 
Ancients alfo made bays of it, in which they put bo- 
dies that were to be burnt, in order thus to preferve 
the afhes which were depofited in an urn. The Indi- 
ans are faid to have burnt their dead bodies in facks of 
this kind. Some will have this ftone to be a kind 
of afbeftos, .or alumen lebifton, or fifiile alum; but 
the difference is very great *, that confumes in the fire, 
but the amyanthos withftands the mod intenfe fire. 

This (lone is alfo (bund in China*, in the ifknd 
of Corfica ; is faid likewife to be met with in the ri- 
ver of Genoa, near Sellry di Ponente ; in the V 
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renean mountains, and in thofe of Volaterra in T uf- 
cany. 

The chief trade of the ifland, at prefent, is in . 
flower’d fllks and cottons, little inferior to thofe ot 
the Indies. A kind of flax for making cordage is 
likewife no inconfiderable article. 

. Amidst all thefe advantages of nature and indu- 

vJ 

dry, the inhabitants, by reafon of the enormous taxes, 
are far from being wealthy. A poor Cypriot every 
year pays, in the whole, thirteen piaders lor head mo- 
ney ; and thofe who have houles or lands are alfo tax- 
ed proportionably, befides paying the tenths of the 
produce of their land. 

This ifland was formerly governed by a Pafcha, 
refiding in Nicofia *, but at prefent the governor is on- 
ly a Mufelhim, or Statholder, and far from being a 
perfon of great dignity, which has this conveniency, 
that he is not obliged to live in the lplendor of a Ba- 
fhaw *, yet he muft every year remit three hundred and 
fixty purfes to the Grand Vizier’s lady, to whom the 
Grand Signior, as being his fifter, granted the reve- 
nues of this ifland *, befides fuch a confiderable fum, 

' be is obliged at lead to referve forty purfes for other 
demands and himfelf. 

. The towns inhabited at prefent are only nine, 
Nicofia, Famagufla, Baffe, Lernices, Cherina, Lu- 
nigfol, Sirori, Mazulo, and Lefcara; but the other 
fmaller towns or villages, I was told, amount to eight 
hundred. The Turks have made a military divilion 
of this ifland into eleven departments, each furnifhing 
a regiment. 

Nicofia, the capital, and refidence of the governor, 
is a pretty handfome and fortified town, about three 
miles in circuit, and in the middle of the ifland ; but 
as for the walls and fortifications, the Turks differ 
them to go to ruin without any repair. In this city 
are three or four Greek churches, but the cathedral 
called Saint Sophia is turned into a mofque. There 

is 
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is alfo a convent of five or fix Francifcans of the Ho- 
ly Land ; and Nicofia is alfo the feat of an archbi- 
fhop. 

Anciently a very great conteft happened in this 
ifland about jurifdidtion *, the archbifhop pretended to 
be independent of any patriarch, whereas the patri- 
archs of Antioch and Alexandria no lefs violently 
infilled that this church was fubordinate to them. 
The pretenfions of the three contending parties were 
laid before the Grecian emperor at Constantinople for 
his decifion ; in ■ the mean time an affair happened 
which occafioned a great deal of talk *, the monks of 
a certain convent, whether in building or repairing it, 
by accident found a coffin, and in it a body with a 
leaden plate on it, lignifying, that in this coffin was 
depofited the body of the Apoftle St Barnabas. About 
the neck of the Saint was alfo a chain fattened to a 
leaden box, which was found to contain an Arabic 
copy of St Mathew’s Gofpel, written by St Barnabas 
himfelf on parchment. The clergy of Cyprus very 
dexteroufly availed themfelves of this difcovery, fend- 
ing to the emperor Zeno both the facred relicks and 
the manufcript* with which prefent that devout prince 
was fo pleafed, that he gave a charter to the church of 
Cyprus, declaring it independent of any patriarch. 

Famagusta, the ancient Salamis, afterwards cal- 
led Conftantia, is the only good harbour in all the 
ifland, it is lpacious and femicircular, the air *, how- 
ever, is unhealthy ; the town, which lies at the north 
end of the bay, is not very large, and chiefly inhabit- 
ed by Turkilh foldiery. It’s fortifications the Turks, 
keep in no manner of repair, as if the bravery of their 
foldiers would fupply every other defedt. Under the 
emperor Trajan this town was entirely dellroyed by 
the Jews, and another time under Heracliu* 

The Greeks here, as at Rhodes, are not permitted 
to live in the town, and the (hops which they have in 
it mult be all locked up at fun-fet, and every one retire 
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to their dwellings, Here are no fuburbs, but the houfes 
lie about half a mile from the town, in the open 
country, with every one it’s garden, which here make 
^ very luxuriant appearance. No Frank or Greek is 
allowed to come unto the town on horfeback, which 
is one of the chief reafons which induced the Franks 
not to fettle here. 

The Chriftians had a very beautiful church, but it is 
now turned into a mofque. The neighbouring country 
is very low, and every where one fees large open plains, 
on which grow a root yielding a very beautiful red 
dye. The greatell naval refort to it is of French 
tartans putting in here to refit. 

Baffe, thought to (land near the ancient Paphos, 
if not that very place, is at prefent a fmall town, or 
rather village, on the declivity of a mountain, fome 
miles from the fea •, at the Ihore is a cattle for defend- 
ing the road ; and round it one oblerves feveral ruins. 

. The Baffe plain is of a confiderable extent, firetching 
itfelf along the fea, nearly to the white cliff, fo called 
on account of it’s colour, which difeovers itfelf at a 
confiderable diflance at a fea. 

Cerines, anciently Ceraunia, lying oppofite to the 
country of Caramania, is a bifhoprick, but the harbour 
fit only for fmall craft, and without any defence, the 
walls, and other works, lying in ruins *, and without 
any profpedl of being put in a flate of defence, unlefs 
a great change fhould happen in the maxims of the 
.Turkifh government. 

Lernica, the fourth bifhoprick of the ifland, lies 
in a large plain, about a mile from the fea this is 
properly the trading town of the Franks, who have 
fettled here preferably to Famagufta, the air being a 
little more healthy-, yet it has the appearance rather of 
a village v than a city, the houfes being very low, and 
*bnly of dried clay, except thofe of the Franks, which 
are fomething higher, and of more convenience 
within. 

The 
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.The ruins and foundations of the walls of this an-, 
cient city, as likewife the remains of the moats, fuffi- 
ciently fhew it to have been formerly of very great . 
extent, the wails reaching near to the fea-fide, and 
begin at the prefent town of Lernica, the fite which 
at that time lay without the city, and it is faid ferved- 
for a church-yard ; and fome pretend that the word Ler- 
nica, has fome analogy with a 'burial-place, as under- 
ground one frequently meets with coffins, grave ftones, 
and other fepulchral remains. 

The ffiips here anchor in a large bay, called the 
harbour of Salines , and by the Turks Boujla. Here 
alfo are the falt-houfes ; and the ground every where 
is fo full of faline particles, that for feven mile$ round 
about one fees not a fingle vineyard. 

Near thefe falt-houfes is a fmall lake, on one fide 
of which is a houfe for the collector of the falt-duty, 
who at the time of felling the fait repairs thither ; and 
on the other fide ftands the fepulchre of a certain ca- 
nonized Turkilh princefs, to which the Mahometans 
perform pilgrimages. Near it is alfo a Greek chapel 
dedicated to St George. In this neighbourhood are 
found a great variety of petri fkations/ 


At Lernica, not far from the fea-fhore, is one. 
of the larged Greek churches on the whole ifiand, 
it is likewife of a folid ftrong archite&ure, but void of 
any embelliffiments. Here we were fliewn the grave qf 
St Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, \yho 
was reftored to life by Chrift ; but, if I miftake not, 
I heard at Marftilles that Lazarus removed thither, 
and being at his fecond death buried there, is wor- 
fhipped as the patron of that city. Not far from 
hence is likewife a fmall convent, with ' a church, 
ferved by four Greek regulars. Near this place is the 
burial-place of the Englifh merchants. 

Besides the private merchants living at Lernica, 
there are alfo confuls of feverai nations, as Englifh, 
Putch, French, and Venetian. The confuls here, I 
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obferved, do not affedf any thing of that date and 
ceremony in their vifits and converfation, as at Smyr- 
na*, for I once law the Englifh conful very readily of- 
fier'his hand to the wife of the French conful, and led 
her up Hairs ; a civility to which a Smyrna conful 
would by no means have condefcended. 

The Englifh conful’s houfe here is the bed on the 
whole ifland, though the outfide of it is only of 
clay, but nothing can be more neat, or elegantly or- 
namented than the infide *, it has alfo the larged hall 
I faw in any part of the Levant *, but, what is of much 
more importance, the Englifh conful is highly refpedt- 
ed all over the ifland, as jointly with his company he 
advances money to the inhabitants, for getting in their 
feveral harvefts,. in which otherwife they would be at 
a great lofs. 

In this both parties find their advantage, for the 
Englifh do not advance their money under twenty per 
cent, and receive the intered in filk, wine, cotton, 
corn, and other products of the country > on all 
which they fet their own price *, whence, without 
wronging thofe gentlemen, it may be fuppofed,. that 
30 per cent is the lead they make of their money, and 
On failure of payment at the time appointed, they may 
immediately feize on the debtor’s efFedts. The French 
are well aware of this lucrative manner of gaining the 
peoples affedtions, and would be glad to fupplant the 
Englifh, but have not fufficient funds, mod of them 
being only factors to merchants at Marfeilles. 

Besides this company of the Englifh, and that of 
the confuls *, another particular Englifh company not 
long ago fettled at Lernica, where they built a very 
dately and beautiful houfe. But the governor animated 
by the people, who were continually murmuring and 
complaining, that the houfe looked more like a fort 
than a private houfe *, and that they did not know 
what bad defigns might be on foot, ordered it to be 
pulled down to the very ground which, as there was 

' a mani- 
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a manifeft jealoufy between the two houfes, occafion-^ 
ed a furmife, that the people had firft been bribed by 
the conful to make that uproar, and afterwards 
the governor to comply with it. Each houfe, how- 
ever, fent an agent to Conftantinople, one to make 
it’s complaint, and another to juftify itfelfj but by 
the prudence of the Englifli ambaflador they were 
reconciled. 

When the Mufelhim comes to Lernica for taking 
a view of the flate of the town, which is once a year, 
all his expences, and that of his retinue, are defray’d 
by the Greeks, which amount to betwixt three 91; 
four hundred piafters-, and whilft the Englifli were 
building their vaft houfe, which gave fuch umbrage, 
the Mufelhim came four times to Lernica, without 
the lead abatement to the Greeks, feveral of whom 
were reduced extreamly low by this additional ex- 
pence. 

Having feen every thing remarkable in the ifland, 
we provided ourfelves with letters of recommenda- 
tion, and agreed with a matter of an Englifli vef- 
fel, bound for Joppa-, who, among other paflengers, 
had twenty Greek pilgrims, the biftiop of Cerines, 
all going all to Jerufalem. 


C ft A P. XIX. 

"Journey' from Jaffa or Joppa, through Ra- 
mah, & c . /c Jerusalem. 

- r 
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W E left the ifland of Cyprus with a favourable 
wind, which on the fecond day brought us 
over againft St John d’Acri, the Ptolemais of the Anci- 
ents. Here one of our Greek paflengers made a col- 
lection for die benefit of a certain chapel on the con- 
tinent. i 
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The third day we pafled through Caipha, lying 
under the north part of Mount Carmel, and on the 
fummit of the mountain faw the ancient Carmelite 
convent ; and on the dope of it, the fuppofed houfe 
of Elias; which places fhall be more particularly men- 
tioned in the fequel. Caipha lies low on the fea-cQaft, 
almofl oppofite to St John d’Acri, but on the other fide 
of the bay. Every fhip coming to anchor here, pays 
four piafters *, or according to the number of perfons 
on board *, and this payment entitles one to go and 
take a view of Mount Carmel. The Maltefe corfairs 
often bring in their prizes here to fell, but the in- 
habitants are a molt profligate malignant fet of 
people. 

In the afternoon we pafled by il Caftro Pellerine, 
of which we could plainly fee the remaining ruins. 
This was the place where the pilgrims ufed to land, 
it having then a kind of harbour, but is now no longer 
in being. The fea here to fome diftance is full of 
fhoals. 

On the fourth day in the morning we pafled by 
Alzulo, a tower on hill, and by the French failors 
called the tower of Bethlehem. About this tower 
are feveral ruins, and up the country a fmall village. 
About noon we had the iatisfa&ion to come to an an- 
chor at half a mile from Jaffa : the real'on of fhips ly- 
ing at this diftance from the town is owing to the 
bad ftate of the harbour*, formerly here was a dock or 
bafon, which reached to the town itfelf, likewife a 
large arfenal, but at prefent every thing lies in ruins*, 
the harbour likewife, for want of care, it not inten- 
tionally, is become full of fhoals, befides feveral rocks 
round it, lying even with the waters edge. 

■'This town, anciently called Joppa, fome account 
to be more ancient than the deluge, faying, that it 
was the' place where Noah lived, and built his ark, 
and went into it and his family ; tor which I muft re- 
fer the reader to Pliny, Pomponius Mela, and Vof- 

•fiusj 
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fius ; others, on the contrary fay, that this town was 
never in being ’till built by Japhet, Noah’s fon. How- 
ever antiquarians may fettle thefe difficulties, it was 
unqueftionably the place where the prophet Jonah em- 
barked for Nineveh on his divine million for preach- 
ing repentance to it’s inhabitants •, likewife where St; 
Peter reftored Tabitha to life *, it was likewife in anci- 
ent time the only fea-port of all Judea, and whither 
Solomon ordered the cedars to be brought from Leba- 
non at building the temple at Jerufalem, 

Strabo mentions a particular of this city, which is 
abfoiutely falfe *, he fays, that from the eminence 011 
which this city is builr, you have a fight of Jerufalem. 
Now this is really impoffibie, both on account of the 
great diflance, and the difpofition of the intermediate 
country. This city has been feveral times pillaged 
and deftroyed. For befides Ceflius and Judas Mac- 
cabeus, the emperor Vefpafian totally demolifhed it, 
as being then a neft of pirates; and even caufed a 
large fortrefs to be built there, to keep the adjacent, 
country in awe. In more modern times it fuffejjfd 
the fame fate from one of the Soldans of Fgypt ; and 
afterwards the Saracens totally ruined it, that it might 
be no longer a receptacle for Chriflian fliips. 

At prefent this place rather refembles a village 
than a town ; mod of it’s inhabitants are Arabians,, 
and live in extreme poverty, except thofe concerned in 
the foap and cotton manufactures. 

Having landed our baggage we waited on the fa-» 
ther procurator, who is fent by the father guardian of 
Jerufalem, to receive the European pilgrims going to 
4 he Holy Land. 

We defired this father to inform us of the mod 
convenient and fafeft method of going to Jerufa- 
lem Accordingly he told us, that we might travel 
thither as merchants or brothers. If the latter, and 
thus put ourfelves under the protection of his order, 
he muft previoufly write to the father guardian for a 

licence ; 
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licence *, becaufe if we went without, the conlequence 
would be excommunication * but with a licence it 
would coft us, exclufive of our fervants, each feventy 
five piafters, which money we muft give to him, and 
thus we fhould have the liberty of vifiting all the holy 
places ; and the father guardian himfelf would take care 
to pay all the caphars. On the contrary, if we chofe 
to travel as merchants, it would coft us at leaft two 
hundred piafters each. But to this we could give him 
no pofitive anfwer, the governor of the caftle, to whom 
we had letters of recommendations happening to be 
out a hunting. 

In the mean time, together with the bilhop of Ceri- 
nes, and the Greek pilgrims, we took up our abode 
in the convent of the Greeks there, which, like the fa- 
ther procurator’s houfe, ftands near the ftiore, and 
leems to have been a part of the arfenal for the 
gallies. 

By the fea-fide is alfo a convent of Armenians, 
which has a very pleafant profpedt, and good accom- 
modations *, here we faw feveral Arabian inhabitants 
of Jaffa, going along almoft naked, the greateft part of 
them had not fo much as a ftiirt, or a pair of breeches, 
though fome wore a kind of mantle j and the women 
had two veils, one black, which quite cover’d their 
faces, and a white one over that. The children ran 
about almoft as naked as they w r ere born, though they 
all had little chains about their legs as an ornament, 
and fome of filver.. Along the fhore on the other fide 
of the town flood a fmall caftle, with a few guns for 
frightening the corfairs. We like wife faw feveral 
ruins, and a little without the town that of a church, 
dedicated to St George. The Chriftians have feveral 
times ufed great endeavours for rebuilding this church, 
and the patriarch of Jerulalem had even obtained a li- 
cence from court, yet the Arabians continually hinder 
it by their violences and oppreflions. 
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Ibrahim Aga, the governor of the cattle, being 
returned from hunting, we waited on him, and ac- 
cording to the cuttom of the country, he in perfon 
lecl us to the toll colle&or, to whom we were to pro- 
duce our firman or licence, on which he faid, that 
no caphar money could be required of us, but our let- 
ters lhewing us to be perfons of fome rank, he in- 
timated to us, that he expe&ed a watch, a pair of 
piftols, or the like, as a gratuity. Having confulted 
on this innuendo, in order to be free from any mole- 
ft at ions, we fent him, by one of our fervants, the 
very fum which he could have demanded of us for 
caphar, had we been without any firman, viz. thirty 
piafters for ourfelves and fervants ; and this fatisfied 
his rapacity. 

As we now were for fetting out for Ramah, Ibra- 
him Aga, at our requeft, immediately provided us 
with horfes. At the town’s end we were again teazed 
by a kind of cuftom-houfe officers, to give them fome- 
thing •, but that we might not confent in keeping up 
the bad cuttom of encouraging impofition, we denied 
them with fome harfhnefs, and in company with a 
caravan proceeded towards Ramah, attended only 
by a party of twelve troopers, there being little danger 
on this road. The diftance from Joppa to Ramah 
is computed at twelve miles. 

• We firft paft over one of the mod beautiful plains 
imaginable, but of which only a fmall part near 
Joppa is cultivated. This plain extends itfelf as far 
as the eye can reach, and is by the prophet Ifaiah called 
Sharon, from a town which formerly flood there. 
Many are of opinion, that this is the very plain where 
Jofliua defeated the five kings, when at his invoca- 
tion the fun flood Jlill , and the moon flayed. 

1 About two miles from Joppa we came to a fmall 
village, lying in the midft of a great many ruins, and 
a little beyond it pafs’d through a large wood of olive- 
trees, which, contrary to the cuttom of the country, 
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were planted with fome regularity ; on our left-hand 
we faw a large mofque, with no lefs than nine cupola’s, 
and foon after arrived near Ramah, but before going 
into the place, we were obliged to pafs one by one 
before the Fafcha’s lieutenant, every pilgrim paying 
him fifteen paras, tho’ we being Franks were exempt. 

Ramah, by the Turks called Ramlee, lies in a 
large plain, and it’s neighbourhood is extremely plea- 
fant, efpecially in fpring, before the great heats come 
on. Many are of opinion, that this was the country 
of Jofeph of Arimathea.. 

At prefent it is without walls, and looks more 
like a large village than a city. The houfes are very 
mean, molt of them only of one ftory, and the doors 
defignedly very low, that the Arabians may not come 

into the houfes on horfe back : the walls of them are 

* » * * 

extremely thick, for the better keeping out the heat of 
the fun, which, otherwife, would be quite unfupport- 
able to them. 

The town is chiefly inhabited by Turks, Arabians, 
and likewife Greeks, who yet underftand no ocher 
tongue- than the Arabic. Befides thefe native inhabi- 
tants there are generally fome French merchants with a 
vice-conful, likewife Latin Chriftians, called Maro- 
nites.- The government of this place, which likewife 
comprehends that of Gaza, was formerly hereditary in 
a certain family ; but at prefent the Grand Signior no- 
minates the perfon •, his- refldence is far from being 
fplendid, but the Fafchas are not greatly concerned 
at it, as generally they continue but a very little 
time in this poft. 

We put up at the convent of the fathers of the 
Holy Land, founded by Fhilip the Good, duke of 
Burgundy: it is pretty handfomely built, after the mode 
of this country, with very neat terrafles, or fiat roofs, 
whence there is a view oyer the whole city and the 
neighbouring places It has alfo a fmall church, which 
according to the tradition of the fathers ftands on the 

founda- 
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foundations of Jofeph of Arimathea’s houfe. The 
French Merchants and vice-conful (which is but a 
title, ufed as a defence againft the oppreflions of the 
Turks) carry on a large trade in cotton, exporting 
annually five and twenty hundred bales. The Ra- 
mail foap is likewife in greater repute than that of Je- 
rufalem. I was told, that a great deal of it is fent to 
Europe, and cfpecially to France, as a very profitable 
commodity. 

Without the town we likewife faw the ruins of 
a church, faid to be built by the emprefs Helena, in 
memory of the forty martyrs killed in Armenia, whofe 
bodies are here depofited, for which reafon it is cal- 
led the ‘ church' of the forty martyrs. The tower, 
which is fquare, is ftill entire, except that, as they 
fay, it was formerly as high again > but on a clofe in- 
fpe&ion, the church appears much more probably to 
be a ftructure of later times, and to have been built 
by the French, whilft their countrymen were fove- 
reigns of Jerufalem. You afeend this fteeple by a 
hundred and twenty fteps of a flone equally hard and 
beautiful. The church is of Gothick architecture, 
and from the remains, which confift of lofty arched 
ifles and cloyfters, it muft formerly have been very 
large and flately. The Turks have made an oratory 
of part of it ; and in the center, where formerly 
Rood the choir, built a fmall molque ; and where- 
ever they have done this there is no recovering fuch 
churches out of their hands. Near this church are 
two fubterraneous cavities fupported by arches, which 
probably were refervoirs, though fome fay they ferved 
for religious meeting-places. 

Having fpent a few; days at Ramah, we were 
proceeding to Jerufalem with the caravan, but were 
obliged to return on account of a kind of tumult 
among the Arabians, one of their countrymen having 
been taken prifoner, and put under confinement for .a 
fbbbery committed on fome Turks going tQ Gaza, 
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contrary to their promife of keeping the road fafe*, 
for which they are allowed a proportion out of the ca- 
phar money paid by the pilgrims. 

The Arabians in thele parts are all banditti, and 
commonly divided into two clafies, namely, the horfe 
and foot ; the firft generally incamp in the large plains 
with their herds and flocks, and removing as they find 
pafture and water their ufual food is camels milk, 
bread, rice, and greens, and their tents are of goats 
fkins *, they have their emirs or commanders in chief, 
to whom they pay great refpedt and obedience. They 
are alfo divided into levcral factions or parties, which 
fometimes occafion inteftine wars. Their arms are 
lances or fpears, which they throw with great force 
and dexterity ; likewife large poniards. Their horfes 
are fure footed, and very good both for expediti- 
on and fatigue. The fecond, namely the villagers 
or foot, live among the mountains in huts made of 
dried mud and ftones picked up among the ruins of 
ancient buildings. Thele villagers are likewife often 
at war among themfelves ; their arms are mulkets and 
poniards •, fome alfo have lances, and occafionally 
ferve on horfeback, under their chiefs. Moft of thele 
are dependants or valfals of the cavalry. 

These Arabians, in general, are not fanguinary or 
inhuman, contenting themfelves only with (tripping 
travellers, without any other injury. Indeed the belt 
way, when it is one’s misfortune to fall in their hands, 
is immediately, without any expoftulating, or intrea- 
ties, to (trip one’s felf, and willingly offer them all 
one has ; they are pleafed with this fubmifiion, and 
then fometimes leave the perfon his fhirt or breeches. 

• It may be thought, that proper means would put 
a ftop to fuch diforders, but hitnerto nothing has an- 
fwered the end ; for fhould a Frank, with his mufket, 
kill two or three of thefe Arabians, this would have no 
good effedt, he would only be in more danger of his 
life j and were it his good fortune to efcape, the Ara- 
bians 
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bians would revenge it on the fathers of the convents 
in the Holy Land by a thoufand infults and extortions ; 
and not let a Frank pafs without firft paying a confi- 
derable fum of money, or delivering up him that kil- 
led their comrades. 

Sever a l Englifh Aleppo merchants, all well arm- 
ed, going to Jerufalem, were attacked by the Arabi- 
ans; they one and all behaved with the greateft brave- 
ry, and repulled the enemy, after killing fome on the 
fpot ; but this was of little advantage to them, for * 
foon after, when they thought they had got clear of 
the Arabians, thefe having muftered a greater number 
fell on the Englifh, and ail their ammunition being 
fpent, were obliged to fubmit ; their lives, which was 
a kind of wonder, were fpared in confideration of a 
large fum of money, but they were raofl cruelly 
beaten. 

The greateft danger along this road is, when the 
Arabian villagers are at war with each other, as then 
the peafants are fcouring the country, burning the 
corn of their enemies, cutting down the brandies of 
the olive-trees, carrying off their fheep, and doing them 
all poffible damage, but never touch their lives ; and 
this is their iftanner of waging war, that a traveller 
who happens to be palling through their country at 
fuch a jun&ure, muft be very fortunate indeed, if he 
does not fall into the hands of at leaft one party. 

After flaying fome days at Ramah, the Pafcha 
feeing that menaces availed nothing (for he had 
fent word to the Arabians, that if they would not 
let the caravan pafs on, he would order the prifoner 
to be cafouk’d or impaird) at Jaft he releas’d the pri- 
fbner, and for the better reconcilement, clothed him 
from head to foot. The Arabians, not to be behind 
hand in generofity, fent back every thing that had 
been taken from the Turks, with agreeable afiurances, 
that we might fet out without fear of moieftation, 
which we immediately embraced ; and not far from 
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Ramah faw a whole town, anciently called Liddau* 
all in ruins, except a church, dedicated to St George, 
the conqueror of the dragon ; though this ftory of St 
George and the dragon, according to Baronius, and 
many other writers, is to be accounted only as an em- 
blem, if not derived from the fable of Andromeda, 
who at Joppa was delivered by Perfius from the fea- 
monfler to which fhe was expofed *. About eight 
miles farther we law a body of Arabians coming towards 
fcs, and we expe&ed every moment that our efcorr, 
and others, would come to blows *, however, one of 
our troopers riding up to the Arabians filled them with 
other thoughts, and they made a fign to us, that we 
might go down the hill, and the chiefs ordered their 
men to file off, which they immediately did, and even 
a party of the Arabians attended us to the moun- 
tains. 

■ The diftance from Ramah to the mountains is 
about twelve miles, and then one enters on eighteen 
miles of a very difficult and toilfome road a little 
on this fide the mountains, on the left-hand, is a 
village half in ruins, and likewife the rudera of large 
ftru&ures : this place is call’d II bon Ladron % or the 
good robber, from a notion, that the penitent thief 
who was crucified with our Saviour lived here. 

Not far from hence, but among the mountains we 
left on our right-hand a village of very wretched ap- 
pearance, with the ruins of a convent and church de- 
dicated to St Jeremiah •, and from it this village de- 
rives it’s name of Jeremiah ; and not, as others fay, for 
being the birth-place of the prophet Jeremiah. The 
land about this village is very well cultivated, and wa- 
tered with excellent lprings ; and the whole mountain 
where we then were had a fertile appearance, the corn 
growing in great abundance, even among the {tones. 
We alfo faw trom the ruins of feveral places, fufficient 
indications, that they were of Genoefe origin. 

Further 

t * Vid. Reland. Paleft. illuftr. Lib. III. p. 864. 


Digitized by Google 


Afia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 305 

A small diftance furrher, we faw on the right- 
hand, near the fummit of a mountain, a village, with 
the appearance of a caftle, and by the Arabians called 
Modin . This is fuppofed to be the burial-place ot 
Maccabees ; and it was no fmall vexation, that we 
could not vifit it for further information, efpecially as 
according to the firft book of the Maccabees, their 
monuments mu ft have been very fuperb. On the fame 
road, but a little farther, is ftill exifting a village, cal- 
led Cubbeib, thought to be the ancient Emmaus. 

After palling a bridge we came into a valley called 
the vale of Bitumen, very famous all over thefe parts, 
for David’s victory over Goliath. At this bridge the 
pilgrims were again to pay, iome more and fome 
lefs. 

At length, along a very ftony and troublefome 
way we came to the walls of the celebrated city of Je- 
rusalem ; a fight the more pleafing to the pilgrims, as 
every where they had been fleec’d by the exactions of 
the Turks ; and even at the gate we entered, which 
was that of Bethlehem, another payment was de- 
manded. Here we were to flay ’till a perfon came to 
.receive from us the duty demanded for entrance, and 
and conducing us to the convent. 

Thus the Pafcha eafily comes to the knowledge of 
what numbers of ftrangers arrive, and who are further 
to pay another toll for his efcorting the pilgrims to 
Jordan, whether they go or not. 

It was about four a clock in the afternoon when we 
entered the city of Jerufalem \ and went immediately 
to the convent of the fathers of the Holy Land, where 
we were extremely well received arid entertained ; 
there being always a brother appointed for the reception 
ot any pilgrims, and to be their guide in viflting the 
curiofuies of the city. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Account of fo me of the holy places 'within the city of 
Jerusalem ; likewife of the Eajler ceremonies , 

&c. 

T H E day we entered Jerufalem was the Friday 
before Eafler, and expreffing an inclination to 
go and wait on the guardian of our convent, who is 
ftiled Reverendiffimus, we were informed, that he and 
feveral other ecclefiafticks were in the church of the 
holy fepulchre, aflifting at the fervice of that lolemn 
day ; on which, curious to fee thefe ceremonies, we hur- 
ried away, but tho’ the church doors were locked, yet 
by virtue of feventy-five paras we procured admiffion. 

W e enter the church of the holy fepulchre through 
a fmall door, which firft leads into a large court with 
the church-door dire&ly before*, on the left-hand 
is the Greek convent, and the tower built in the Go- 
thick manner, but not fo high as formerly ; neither 
is there now any bells, though once noted for having 
eighteen. 

In this area are four pedeftals of pillars, and pof- 
fibly there might have been here a portico of many 
more fuch pillars \ on the right-hand are feveral cha- 
pels, as thofe of the blefied Virgin, Mount Calva- 
ry, &c. Near this place are three doors, the firft 
leading to the Coptick chapel, the fecond to an Ar- 
menian chapel, and through the third you afeend to 
3 Greek church, in which is ftill fliewn the place where 
Abraham attempted to lacrifice his fon Ifaac. . 

The gate of the church itielf is in the Gothick tafle, 
Without any regularity in it’s conftrudion *, it’s entrance 
is always guarded by a Turk, to whom the Pafcha farms 
It, and generally for no lefs than a hundred piafters 
per annum > and this fum is made up with good 
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interefb by paras or pennies, payable by the pil- 
grims. • 

In this door, or entrance of the chureh, are large 
holes or openings, through which victuals are handed 
to thole within the church while it is locked *, for the 
Turks always carry the keys with thehn, and open it 
only at fix’d times. The gate of this church is embel- 
lifhed with five marble pillars of different colours, but 
of little beauty or fymmetry in the architedture *, in one 
of thefe pillars, on the left-hand, is a cleft or fifiure, 
occafioned, as they tell you, by the burfting out of 
the facred fire, a Jew having, with a large fum, brib- 
ed the Turks not to allow the Chriftians to celebrate 
the holy feaft any more. To this likewife there hangs 
another table, intimating that no Jew, on pain of death, 
is to fet his foot within the area of this church. One 
obferves along the capital of the gate, feveral bafio re- 
livo’s of paffages in our Saviour’s life, as his entrance 
into Jerufalem on Palm-Sunday, his Crucifixion, and 
the like, but of very ordinary execution. On the 
left-hand of this gate is likewife a door, but at pre- 
fent wall’d up •, at the entrance of the church are two 
large Corinthian columns, remains of the old church, 
being now within the flrudture. ' We were immediately 
conduced to the holy fepulchre, which is a particular 
fquare edifice, Handing diredlly under the large cu- 
pola of this church *, you enter through a narrow door, 
leaving your fhoes without, and firft come into a fmall 
chamber, in the middle of which is a (lone, on which 
one of the angels, which guarded the fepulchre, is faid 
to have fat. 

Hence you pafs to a fecond fmall chamber, where 
on the left-hand is the fepulchre itfelf, which is every 
where incruftated with marble*, and before it is a 
painting of the refurredlion. 

This fepulchre was originally hewn in a rock, but 
at prefent, together with Mount Calvary, it is en- 
tirely levell’d } and on this area was built the above- 
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mentioned church. .Over the fepulchre hang about 
fifty # filver lamps •, likewife a charger of gold belong- 
ing to the Greeks : but none of any other community, 
except the fathers of the Holy Land, or of the Latin 
church, are allowed to celebrate mafs on the fepulchre, 
though the entrance is free to every one, paying the 
ufual toll to a Turk, who continually attends there. 
During Eafter, the outfide of this fepulchre is covered 
with curious tapeftry, on which are rich embroideries 
of our Saviour’s paffion and refurre£lion ; over the 
ftrudlure, within which the fepulchre {lands, is a fmall 
cupola, fupported by twelve porphyry pillars, which, 
at this joyful feafon were covered with rich filks and 
hangings j the outfide of this ftrudture is little elfe 
than an afiemblage of rocky mif-fhapcn {tones, with 
fome contemptible pillars, by way of ornament. In 
. a word, there is neither beauty, regularity, or gran- 
deur, in the whole piece. 

On the top are feveral holes, or apertures, for gi- 
ving vent to the fmoak, occafioned by fo great a num- 
. ber of lamps continually burning, and caufe a very 
fuffocating heat, efpecially when a large number of 
people are here at the fame time *, though the fecond 
chapel, containing the holy fepulchre, will hold only 
fix or eight perfons. 

. On a ftone lying on the rock, in which the holy 
fepulchre is hewn, are four fmall holes, placed in the 
form of a crofs, faid to be imprefiions made by Sc 
George’s fingers ; and that the facred lire once iflued 
through them. 

The Greeks and Armenians are poffeffed of a 
ftrange fuperflition, with regard to thefe holes, and 
even try their fpiritual ftate by them, which is done 
in the following manner : They kifs the ftone very 
devoutly, fhut their eyes, and endeavour to put their 
four fingers into them. If by accident they fucceed, 
they are firmly perfuaded that they have certainly ac- 
quired a feat in heaven. 
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Leaving this church we retired to the convent 
of the ecclefiafticks, who officiate here > but it being 
Good -Friday our fupper proved a very fober repaft, 
confifting only of faliad, eggs, very indifferent falt- 
fi(h and bread : the monks indeed contented them- 
felves with bread and faliad only. 

During the whole fupper one of the fathers read 
an excellent moral lecture out of an Italian book ; and 
when the repaft was over, the father guardian retired 
with the other ecclefiafticks, to drefs himfelf for per- 
forming the duties of the night ; and we, in the mean 
time, vifited, with our guide, the chapel of the Ap- 
parition, which we found very beautifully ornament- 
ed. Soon after after fun-fet all the candles were put 
out, the doors locked, and one of the ecclefiafticks 
preached in Italian from thefe words : In ifta nox tene - 
brofa , &c. In this dark night, &c. The reafon for 
putting out all the lights is, that they think darknefs 
better adapted to religious worfhip, particularly the 
melancholy fubje<ft now commemorated. 

Sermon being over the candles were again lighted, 
and a wax taper given to every one of the audience, 
in order to affift at the proceffion now to be perform- 
ed. Every one of the ecclefiafticks had alfo a book, 
containing the hymns appointed to be fung in every 
confecrated place. 

A t the head of this proceffion was carried a large 
crofs, with the figure of a man nailed to it, ftreaked 
with blood and the fculpture fo finely executed, that 
it reprefented, in a very lively manner, the melancho- 
ly fpe&acle of our Saviour hanging on the crofs. 
This was followed by fevcral other crofles. The fa- 
ther guardian affifted at this proceffion, dreffed i$ 
his mitre and crofier, as is common on all great 
feftivals. 

W e next pafied by the place, where our Saviour is 
faid to have appeared to Mary •, and where he fhewed 
bimfelf i(i the drefs of a gardener to Mary Magda- 
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lene. We alfo pafied by feveral chapels, as that of 
the imprifonment of St Longinus, &c. and at length 
flopped before the chapel of the Divifion of the apparel. 
At each the proper hymns were fung, and the prayers 
read •, and here an ecclefiaftick preached a fermon in 
French fuitable to the occafion. This divine was at 
that time prefident of the holy fepulchre, the next 
place in dignity to that of the guardian, but is held 
only for three months *, for the lathers of the Holy 
Land confifting chiefly of three nations, France, Spain, 
and Italy, they mull be equally refpe&ed *, and in or- 
der to this, the Scuttoris, as it is called, confifts of 
the father guardian an Italian, the father vicar a 
Frenchman, and the father procurator a Spaniard : 
and of three other fathers, who have no dignity, and 
therefore called difcreti ; a prefident is every three 
months, chofen of a different nation •, and who, in 
the abfence or ficknefs of the father guardian, fupplies 
his place. 

The next flop was at the chapel of the pillar called 
Iwprcperii. And here another French iermon was 
delivered, a monk Handing by the preacher, holding 
in his hand a large crofs. 

• W e now palled by the chapel of St Helena, near 
which is another dedicated to the Invention of the 
crofs, and faid to have been built on the very fpot 
where the true crols was found. 

W e were now arrived at the foot of Mount Calva- 
ry, and all afcended it barefooted, leaving our flioes 
at the bottom of the fteps. Here the French vicar 
preached before the altar, and flood on the very fpot 
where our Saviour is faid to have been nailed to the 
crofs. Now the large crofs, which had hitherto been 
carried at the head of the proceffion, was fixed in the 
hole where the true crofs flood, while our Redeemer 
fuftered on it. 

We next heard a very elegant and pathetic difcourfe 
in Italian * . after which two eccleflafticks, one repre- 
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tenting Nicodemus, and the other Jofeph of Arima- 
thea, approached the crofs, with the greateft marks of 
veneration, in order to take down the body ; but 
previously crowned it with a filver diadem, reprefent- 
ed a crown of thorns ; when every one climbed up to 
kifs the ftatue. The ecclefiaflicks now, in order to 
make a greater fhew of devotion, began all to finite 
heavily on their bread:, and every one applied himfelf 
with alacrity to draw the nails out of the crofs. 

This ftatue was fo artfully formed, that when the 
nails were drawn out of the hands and feet, every part 
of it was moveable, and reprefented exactly a human 
corpfe, except in fize, which was confiderably lefs than 
a man. The place indeed was not high enough to ad- 
mit a crofs of the natural bignefs. 

This ceremony I have defcribed with all poflible 
accuracy. It was inftituted to indame the devotion of 
all who vifit the holy places, by conveying the 1110ft 
lively idea of the pafiion of our Saviour. 

Now the two ecclefiaflicks reprefenting Nicodemus 
and Jofeph of Arimathea, wrapped up this ftatue in fine 
linnen, on which were embroidered the arms of Jerufa- 
lem, being a red crofs, furrounded with four fmaller. 

This Being performed we defcended from Mount 
Cavalry greatly affedted with the folemn manner of 
their chanting the hymns. The ftatue was alfo brought 
down to the (tone of undtion, where our Saviour’s bo- 
dy is faid to have been anointed. 

Here the father guardian anointed the fuppofed 
body with fragrant balfams,’ while the ecclefiaflicks 
perfumed the itone and audience with the fmoke of 
their incenfe. Alter which one of them 'preached in 
Arabick •, but as we did not underftand him, we 
thought his difcourfe tedious. 

Th e whole proceflion now followed this anointed 
ftatue to the holy iepulchre, into which the reprefen- 
tatives of Nicodemus and Jofeph carried it, the father 
guardian alfo going in with them. Here a Spanifh 
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ecclefiaftick delivered a fermon in his own language, 
which put a period to this mournful ceremony, which 
lafted ’till after midnight. In the mean time the fup- 
pofed body was not left in the tomb, but at the con- 
clufion of the proceflion carried back to the convent. 
A vaft concourfe of various people and nations were 
afiembled to fee this ceremony ; but the Turks took 
care to keep good order. 

On Saturday, the fervice appointed for this day by 
the church of Rome was performed here, namely, the 
confecration of the incenfe and wax tapers. 

An altar was, on this occafion, eredled before the 
door of the holy fepulchre, very magnificently deco- 
rated with precious Hones, and filver utenfils, and the 
father guardian celebrated a high mafs in his ponti- 
ficalia. 

When thefe filver vefiels were brought from Jop- 
pa to Jerufalem, the Turks, on loofening the bails, 
happened to get a fight of them, and fent them to the 
Pafcha of Ramah, who, dazzled with their richnefs, 
faid the work was fo fine, that lbme of it ought to go 
to Mahomet’s tomb at Mecca; and under this pre- 
tence, though contrary to juftice, he took part of it, 
and actually fent it to Mecca. 

This fervice gave me an opportunity of feeing fe- 
veral extraordinary filver lapps ; particularly that 
hanging in the center, which is pf a furprifing magni- 
tude, and of which it may be juftly faid, Materiam 
fuperavit opus , the workmanfhip is mop valuable than 
the materials ; for befides other embellifhments, the 
arms of Spain are very curioufiy engraven in eight 
places, and round the whole are thefe words : 

Ptf i l i p pus III. Rex Hifpaniamm me donavit . 

\ 

This lamp, which was made at Naples, is, by 
fome laid to have coft thirty thoufand crowns ; but 
others fay, only fo many Dutch guilders. 

The 
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The ceremony being over, we were defirous of 
taking a more deliberate view of all the holy places* 
which we had only as it were paffed through, and 
even in the night. In order to this, we began with 
the chapel of the Apparition, where our Saviour is 
faid to have appeared to the bleffed Virgin after his 
refurre&ion. In this chapel is ftiewn the very place 
where this was tranfa&ed *, alfo, where the three 
croffes were found by the emprefs Helena ; and in or-* 
der to afcertain which of the three was the very crofs 
on which our Saviour fuffered, a dead body was laid 
fucceflively on all the erodes ; but no iboner did it 
touch the lad, than it revived and came perfectly to 
life •, and thus proved, beyond a pofiibility of doubt, 
which was the true crofs they were defirous of difeo- 
vering. 

On the left fide of the altar, which on thefe occa- 
fions is pompoufly decorated, we were made to ob- 
ferve a place defended by lattice* work, where former- 
ly was kept a piece of the real crofs, but by fome ac- 
cident was loft. For during a fevere perfecution 
againft the fathers of the Holy Land, when fome fled, 
and others were carried prifoners to Damafcus, they 
left with the Armenians feveral things of great value, 
and among others this piece of the real crofs. The 
the Armenians carefully preferved this relick in one of 
their churches ; but when the fathers were permitted to 
come again to Jerqfalem, the Armenians, inftead of 
returning that facred depofit, had recourfe to evafion. 
At laft, however, they offered to give it up for a 
thoufand piafters ; but the father procurator fufpedted 
there might be fome equivocation intended, told the 
perfon who brought the meffage, that they afked too 
little, and that the fathers would readily give two 
thoufand for it, could they be affured of having the 
identical piece returned •, and in order to this, requi- 
red that the piece of wood fhould undergo the trial by 
fire, and if it w^s not confumed they y*ou.ld readily 
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pay the propofed fum ; it being here firmly believed, 
that the real crofs is abfolutely incombuftible, and ever 
fince it’s difeovery by St Helena has diftinguifhed itfelf 
by innumerable miracles. But this propofal was re- 
jected ; and the fathers never recovered their valuable 
relick. However, the invention of the crofs itfelf rs 
attended with fo many ftrange circumftances, that it 
has not gained full credit with thofe who do not think 
mere tradition fufficient evidence. 

On the right-hand of the fame altar is another ca- 
vity, defended by lattice-work, where a piece of the 
pillar to which our Saviour was bound, at his flagel- 
lation, is kept *, at lead they pretend it to be fuch, 
for a fimilar piece was fliewn to me at Rome. This 
pillar appears to have been of granite, and the piece 
here preferred is faid to have on it feveral fpots of 
our Saviour’s blood. The pilgrims, who come hither 
to perform their devotions, are permitted to touch 
this relick with a flick appropriated to this ufe, and 
which they afterwards kifs. 

From this chapel we eroded a very beautiful pave- 
ment of black and veined ftones, hewn out of the 
mountains near the Dead Sea. One of thefe ftones, 
they tell you, covers the place where our Saviour 
flood, when he appeared to Mary Magdelene in the 
drefs of a gardener ; and another the place where that 
Mary flood. 

In pafling from hence on the left-hand, we came to 
a fmall chapel, where our Saviour is faid to have been 
imprifoned before his crucifixion. In the pavement, 
near the door, are three large holes, and againft the 
wall an altar of marble, fupported by three (lender fi- 
gures. Thefe holes, if we will believe the Greeks 
and Armenians, are the impreflions of our Saviour’s 
feet ; and that formerly the feet of criminals were 
placed in them, and faftened there with chains. 

I here with regret faw a remarkable piece of fu- 
perftition of the pilgrims, who after uttering a devout 
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prayer on their knees, placed their feet in thefe holes, 
and then with looks expreflive of the moll fervent 
devotion, crept on their hands and knees under the 
altar 

With regard to the chapel itfelf, it is very low, 
fmall, and dark. At the end of it is an altar, but 
not at all remarkable for its fplendor. The pilgrims, 
however, approach it with the greateft devotion, and 
kils the ground under the altar. 

The next chapel is that of St Longinus, faid to 
have been the foidier who pierced our Saviour’s fide 
while on the crofs •, but being afterwards converted, 
was made a biihop, and died a martyr. This chapel 
is alfo dark, and deftitute of ornaments. The holy 
crofs is faid to have lam ljere for feme time. This 
chapel belongs to the Armenians. 

At a little diftance from hence is a fmall chapel, 
faid to have been built on the fpot where the foldiers 
divided our Saviour’s garments *, but at prelent affords 
nothing remarkable. 

. Near this chapel are a flight of fleps, 'leading 
down to the church of St Helena. This Arudture has 
a beautiful . cupola, . and in it two altars, the leaft 
of . which is dedicated to the penitent thief. The 
fathers, by order of the Pope, at, a time when the 
Armenians feemed inclined to conform to the do&xin'e 
and difcipline of the church of Rome, transferred 
this church to them. The roof is fupported by four 
huge and irregular pillars ; and on the left-hand, in 
going towards the altar, is the place where St Helena 
is faid to have flood at the time of difcovering the ho- 
ly crofs. 

From hence you look down through a fmall win- 
dow into a chapel, in appearance hewn out of a rock •, 
but which I Ihould have taken for a refervoir. We, 
however, defcended into it by a flight of fleps, and 
found the walls every where covered with plaifler, and 
at one end of it an altar, dedicated to the holy crofs, 

which 


3 1 6 Travels through part of Europe, 

which is there reprefented in a very difproportionate 
manner. 

Here they (hew the place where the crofs lay fo 
long buried under the earth ; and on this occafion the 
ecclefiafticks never fail to inform travellers, that this 

E lace, where the crofs had been concealed by the Jews, 
eing known to one of that people, no kind of tortures 
could prevail on him to difeover it; ’till, at length, 
being convinced of it’s being facred, by the miracles 
he had feen performed by it, voluntarily made the 
difeovery, and at the fame time embraced the Chriftian 
faith. But however this be, the invention of the 
crofs has given rife to abundance of fuperftition. 

A certain writer called Ducantes pretends, that 
this crofs was made of four forts of wood. 


Pes Cedrus eft, truncus Ctipreffus , Olivia fupremum , 

Palmaque tranfverfum , Chrifti funt in Cruce lignum . 

Bu t I cannot fee the leaft reafon for fuch a conjec- 
ture, nor why the Jews, who certainly had little re- 
gard to Chrift, ihould have chofen for his crofs thefe 
four kinds of wood, none of which were common. 
Lipfius will have the crofs to have been made of oak ; 
but this is nothing more than opinion ; nor is it of 
the leaft importance what kind of wood it was. Be- 
fides an ill life is often made of fuch conje&ures by al- 
legorical explications, tending only to nourifh fuper- 
ftition, and divert the mind from the effential parts of 
Chriftianity. 

From the church of St Helena we went to the cha- 
pel of the pillar Improperii, or pillar of reproach. 
This chapel has an altar, behind which we were ftiewn 
a piece of granite pillar, being, according to tradi- 
tion, a relick of that on which our Saviour was feated 
by the foldiers, when they committed thofe brutal in- 
fults and outrages againft his facred perfon, mentioned 
in the hiftory of his palTiQn. 
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The next place generally vifited is Mount Calvary, 
or Golgotha * and as this was formerly a mountain, 
the afeent to it is ftill by feveral fteps. On the top of 
it is now built a very beautiful chapel, the floor of 
which is particularly remarkable, as confifting of imall 
ftones of different colours, finely inlaid. The deling 
alfo is finely decorated with mofaic, but confiderably de- 
faced by the fmoak of the great number of lamps con- 
tinually burning here No perfon afeends to this cha- 
pel without leaving his flioes at the bottom of the 
Iteps. 

This chapel has two altars, one faid to be placed 
on the very lpot where our Saviour was nailed to the 
crofs ; and which melancholy tranfa&ion is beautifully 
reprefented in an elegant piece of painting near the al- 
tar. No perfon is allowed to approach the place where 
this horrid deed was perpetrated, fo that the pilgrims 
content themfelves with killing this variegated pave- 
ment, and wetting it with their tears. The other altar 
is erected in commemoration of our Saviour’s cruci- 
fixion ; and before it is a hole in which the crofs is faid 
to have flood. 

Th is hole was formerly covered with a large circu- 
lar plate of filver, decorated with a fine bafio relievo 
of our Saviour’s paffion ; and faid to have been fenc 
hither by a prieft called Cita ; but the patriarch has 
fince made fome alterations, and caufed to be placed 
over it another magnificent plate, prefented to this 
chapel by a prince of Wallachia, of the houfe of Can- 
tacutzeno, which has given feveral emperors to Con- 
ftantinople. Though the beauty of the former were 
much better adapted to the place, this being rather 
calculated for private reputation, having on it a fpread 
eagle with a globe in the center, finely engraved, and 
round it thefe words: 

CEMriANOC KANTAKOTZHNOr, 

<TIOZ APAIIHTZI K AN I AK0T2EHN0T ICEXIArCNAC. 

This 
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This plate is nothing more than an ornament, lea- 
ving the hole in which the crofs was placed open. 
This hole is ot a confiderable depth, and lined with 
marble. It is impoffible to exprefs the devout manner 
in which fome pilgrims offer up their prayers in this 
chapel. 

Near this place, on the left-hand, we were ffiewn, 
through a grate, the cleft or opening, made in the rock 
at our Saviour’s death. ' And indeed the cleft is fuch, 
that it is impoffible to have been done by art ; for it 
reaches to the very bottom of the mountain, where it 
is alfo feen in another chapel. Among the lamps kept 
continually burning in this chapel, that fufpended over 
the hole of the crofs is particularly remarkable *, being 
entirely of gold, and was a prefent from Peter the 
Great, Czar of Mufcovy, and accordingly belongs to 
the Greeks, who have alone the privilege of celebra- 
ting mafs at the altar. Here is alfo a large crofs, and 
feveral paintings in the Greek tafte. Between thefe 
two altars is a third much ffnaller than the others, and 
belonging to the Latins. Over it is a fine pourtrait of 
the holy Virgin weeping. 

This, and many other facred places, the fathers of 
the Holy Land have lately recovered the property of 
for the Greeks were in poffeffion of them all But , ; 
the Turks offering to confer the whole on the Latins, 
they thanked them for their intended favour, defiring . . : 
nothing more than what formerly belonged to them. \ 
Oppofite to thefe altars is a large chair, probably in- 
tended for the Greek patriarch. I was furprized to 
hear, that fuch indulgence was lhewn to the irregular • 
zeal of the pilgrims, as to fuffer them to fpend a whole 
night in this chapel. 

Below this chapel is another much fmaller, eredl- 
ed on the fpot where the virgin Mary flood weeping, 
while her fon was hanging on the crofs. In it is a 
painting, in which that event is finely reprefented. 

After. 


Digitized by Google 


Afia Minor, the Archipelago, See. 3 1 9 

^Cfter defeending from Mount Calvary, we vifit- 
ed another chapel. At the entrance is a marble tomb, 
but without any ornament, and far beneath the deferts 
of the hero, whofe body it contains. The epitaph alfo is 
fo far from containing any thing of adulation, that to 
me it feems not to do juftice to his great a&ions. The 
epitaph is as follows : 

HIC IACET INCLITUS DUX GODEFRIDUS 

DE BULION, 

QUI TOTAM ISTAM TERRAM ACQUISI- 

VIT CULTUI 

CHRISTIANO, CUIUS ANIMA REGNET 
CUM CHRISTO! AMEN. 

On the left-hand is another tomb, and like the for- 
mer, deftitue of ornaments, ere&ed to the memory of 
Baldwin, brother of Godfrey. But the epitaph fome- 
thing more fublime. 

♦ 

REX BALDUINUS, JUDAS ALTER MA- 

CH ABACUS, 

SPES. PATRLE, VIGOR ECCLESLE, VIRTUS 

UTRIUSQUE, 

QUEM FORMIDABANT, CUI DONA TRI- 

BUT A FEREBANT 

CEDAR ET jEGYPTUS, DAN, AC HOMI- 

CIDA DAMASCUS, 

PROH DOLOR! IN MODICO CLAUDITUR 

HOC TVMULO. 

I could not help pitying the miftaken zeal of fe- 
veral pilgrims, who either through ignorance or fu- 
perftition, killed the tombs of thefe heroes ; conclu- 
ding, perhaps, that they muft have been faints, from 
their being buried in fo facred a place. 

At a fmall diftance from thefe tombs, in the fame 
chapel is another monument, which our guide told us 
* was 
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was that of Melchifedeck ; and fome Italian regulars 
infilled, that it was really true. So ealy is it to im- 
pofe the ftrangeft things on minds filled with credulous 
fuperftition. 

But what I looked upon as very remarkable was, 
that the three places where Melchifedeck, Abraham, 
and our Saviour, are faid to have offered their facri- 
fices fhould be fo near to one another, not being ten 
fteps diftant. Probably the fuppofed tomb of Melchi- 
fedeck, is that of one of Godfrey’s fucceffors. 

At the upper end of this chapel is a Greek altar* 
but without any ornament *, and on the right-fide a 
grate, through which you have a fight of the cleft in 
the rock. There is alfo in this rock another aperture, 
where they pretend that Adam’s fkull was found *, and 
that from this Accident the mountain was called Gol- 
gotha. I was not at all furprized to find, that the 
Greeks and Armenians fhould liften to this legendary 
tale, being ho ftranger to their excefiive fuperftition j 
but was fhocked to fee feveral of the European clergy 
make no doubt of the truth of it. Here we faw many 
votive pieces, confifting of locks of hair, teeth, and 
other particulars of the fame kind. 

Near the ftone of undlion we faw four tombs of 
European kings, but without any epitaph, fo that it 
is impofiible to know the monarchs to whofe memory 
they are ere&ed. 

The next objedt that engaged our attention, was 
the ftone of unciion on which our Saviour’s body is 
faid to have been anointed. It is about a foot above 
the pavement ; but to defend it from the hands of the 
pilgrims, who ufed to break off* fmall pieces from it, 
is now covered with an afh coloured marble, and fur- 
rounded with a low rail, which, however, does not 
deprive the pilgrims of the fatisfa&ion of killing it. 
Over it hang feveral filver lamps, and though the 
ftone itfelf is in the hands of the Latins, all the lamps, 
$me only excepted, belong to the Greeks. 
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!Not far from hence they (hew the fpot where our 
Saviour’s relations are faid to have flood, when they 
faw him leading to the place of execution. A filver 
lamp is kept burning here, and the flone itfelf, which 
indicates the fpot, is called the flone of relation \ it 
belongs to the Armenians. 

The church of the Soriani, or Syrians, we only 
palfed through, it having nothing remarkable in it: 
the altar, and other parts of it, being very meanly 
furnifhed. At the end of the church we defended 
into a fubterranean apartment, faid formerly to have 
been a burial-place, and made by Nicodemus and Jo- 
feph of Arimathea for themfelves but according to 
tradition they died and were buried in France. 

Opposite to the church of the Syrians is another 
fmall church built by the Coptis, dire&ly behind 
the holy fepulchre ; but the ornaments of this likewife 
are but mean. * In order to build a church fo near the 
holy fepulchre, they took the opportunity when the 
fathers of the Holy Land were all carried away pri- 
soners to Damafcus. No attempts, however, have' 
been made to molefl them. Perhaps they are fearful 
that the Coptis might retaliate the injury in Egypt, 
where they are very powerful ; and permit the Latins 
to celebrate mafs in a chapel* where the holy Virgin 
is faid to have lived with her divine infant during her ' 
Hay in Egypt. 

The Coptis were formerly very numerous at Jeru- 
falem *, but at prefen t one priefl and a few deacons are 
all they can maintain. This church, however, greatly 
lefiens the lym metrical appearance of that of the holy 
fepulchre, though otherwife it can boafl of no great 
regularity. 

Over the entrance of the holy fepulchre (lands 
a part of the church belonging to the Greeks, and 
which is feparated from the other part of the church, 
by a large iron baluftrade •, this is the handfomeft and 
mod magnificent Greek church throughout the whole 
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Levant ; and is excellently illuminated by an ample 
and very beautiful cupola, and on each fide are very 
elegant feats of inlaid work •, likewife in this church 
are two thrones, one on the right-hand for the patri- 
arch, and the other on the left for a prelate of an in- 
ferior rank. 

Further in this church travellers are fhewn a 
fmall fquare (tone, with another in a pyramidical form 
over it, and which is kitted by the commonalty with 
great devotion •, it being pretended to ftand exactly in . 
the centre of the whole world. The vice-patriarch, 
whofe opinion I took the liberty to afk concerning it, 
gave me to underftand, that it really was in the center 
of the church*, at the fame time adding, that Jerufa- 
lem was exattly built in middle of the world. 

In this church hangs a very large iron hoop or ring, 
to which are fattened a great number of lamps, l'o 
difpofed as when lighted, to be a great ornament to the 
church ; this is in the Turkifh manner, who ule fuch 
hoops in their Mofques; but befides this ring the 
church is very well furnifhed with filver lamps and 
candlefticks. The partition, which feparates the fanc- 
tum fanettorum from the other part of the church, is 
indeed of wood, but the beauty of the gilding and 
painting on it is fuch, that it is always looked on with 
pleafure. It has three doors, and within is a large in- 
sulated altar with a beautiful capital, fupported by four 
pillars, ■ anfwerable to all the other parts. 

Behind the altar ftands a throne for the patriarch, 
which, among other rich decorations, is inlaid with 
mother of pearl, and on the right fide of this throne 
is a large cavity in the wall for keeping feveral relicks, 
which were fhewn to us ; the principal were an arm of 
Mary Magdalen, fome drops of the blood of John 
the Baptift, and three or four bones of St Procopius. 

On the left-hand of this throne was another fuch 
cavity or clofet, in which was kept a great deal of 
plate, as cups, crucifixes ; but what the good eccle- 
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fiafticks placed a greater value on, was a crucifix faid 
to be made from a piece of the true crofs. 

The church of the holy fepulchre is in a great 
meafure furrounded by a (lately colonade, which, ’till 
of late, had been wholly poflefied by the Franks, or 
European clergy •, but on the Armenians promifing 
to put themfelves within the pale of the Roman 
church, a part of it was ceded to them by order of 
the Pope ; though after getting what they had aimed 
at they forgot their promife. 

On this part of the colonade the Armenians have 
built their church, which, in all refpedts, is very 
much inferior to that of the Greeks ; and what few 
filver lamps it has are very fmall. This church, ac- 
cording to their cuftom, is divided into two parts, 
one half for the men, and the other for the women * 
it has alfo feveral fmall rooms over one another, where 
pilgrims fleep on matrefles. For my part, I think 
every refledlive lover of mankind, muft be affedted 
with the fight of people fo unhappily deceived, as to 
miflake for religion what is not injoined, nor fo much 
as founded On common fenfe, and thus negledl the ef- 
fential duties, the care of their families, their callings, 
and private concerns. 

In that part of the colonade which the European 
clergy have kept for themfelves, is an altar richly 
hung, and on it the arms of the king of Sicily, and 
the llatue of king Robert and his confort Sanfia, who 
is faid to have purchafed this holy place from the 
Mahometans ; accordingly twice a week a mafs is faid 
for the repofe of their fouls ; likewife, the fathers per- 
form mafs here, when the fear of the contagion, which 
is not unfrequent in this place, will not allow them to 
go down into the church. 

This being the Saturday evening before Eafter, 
the above mentioned proceflion to all the churches and 

chapels was again repeated. 

♦ 
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On Eafter funday we faw thofe ceremonies which 
diftinguifh that great day in all catholick countries ; 
the proceffion was repeated a third time *, but the Greeks 
and other orientals, who follow the old (tile, were 
employed in celebrating their Palm-funday with pro- 
ceffions, and other rites which we did not Omit 
feeing. 

Firft, The Greeks made their appearance in great 
buftle and confufion, that the Turks, who are polled 
with fcourges to hinder any diforder, could fcarce 
make the people continue in their refpedtive places. 
Among them were feveral deacons, fome carrying 
flags, others crofles, and others incenfe •, thefe were 
followed by the priefts, and after thefe came three bi- 
fhops. I muft not omit, that in the front of the pro- 
ceflion were carried feveral fmall olive-trees. 

This proceflion being over every one rufhed on the 
poor men who carried the olive-trees, and happy was 
he who could break off the largeft branch, or get 
even a ftem ; and fuch was their eagernefs, that, be- 
fides a continual clamour, and frantick tumult, this 
fcuffle did not pafs without blows. Thus the Greeks 
being returned to their church, amidft a medley of 
finging and fighting, mafs was again celebrated there. 
It muft, however, be acknowledged to the commen- 
dation of the European clergy, that they perform 
their fervice in much better order, or rather with the 
greateft decency and devotion. 

After the Greeks came the Armenians, with 
branches of palms in their hands ; but their proceflion 
was performed with more quiet and regularity than 
that of the Greeks ; at leaft it had none of thofe brutal 
violences. Firft came the flags and crofles, next fol- 
lowed their deacons, after thefe the priefts and bifhops, 
then fix of their archbifhops in very gorgeous veft- 
ments and their mitres, profufely enriched with gold, 
pearls, and jewels; yet the patriarch of Conftanti- 
nople, who walked alone, furpafied them in the mag- 
nificence 
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nificence of his habit, as much as they outlhone the 
common priefts ; two deacons attended him with in- 
cenfe, and two others held before him a veil of brown 
filk, two or three feet in length •, bcfides a mitre glit- 
tering with jewels of immenfe value •, in his left-hand 
he carried a rich crofier, and in the right a gold crol's, 
with a palm-branch. He was followed by a great 
number of deacons, and after this proceflion had taken 
three turns round the ftru&ure, they returned to their 
own church, where they celebrated mafs with a feri- 
oufnefs, which, under their delufion, ftiewed however 
fome fenfe of what they were about. 

The Armenians were fucceeded by the Coptis, but 
thefe were but very few, and walked with great order 
and gravity, they had only one prieft, before whom 
was carried a large book. Laftly came the Soriani, 
or Syrians, who confided only of a prieft with fome 
deacons, chorifters, and finging boys. 

In ail thefe proceffions role water was plentiful- 
ly fprinkled, out of little filver bottles, the Arme- 
nian patriarch, and the by-ftanders were ftrewed with 
roles ; and thus ended the folemnities of this day. In 
the mean time I obferved, that whilft I was in the 
church of the holy fepulchre I had a continual heavi- 
nefs in my head, and was every way out of order. 
The place where this church ftands is indeed very low, 
and this gives an unhealthy humidity to the air. An- 
other circumftance which might contribute to it was, 
the auftere diet of the monks, to which I was in good 
manners obliged to conform. 

Therefore for fome change of air, and at the 

* * v w S . . , 4 . . 

fame time for the fake of feeing the ceremonies, which, 
Qn this occafion, are celebrated at the river Jordan, I 
fat out thither in company with feveral ecclefiafticks ; 
and this journey ftiall make fubjeft of the following 
chapter. 

1 ' 

Y 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

"Journey to the river Jordan, the town of Jeri- * 
cho, &c. With Jome obfervatiom on the pre- 
Jent ferility of tbefe countries . 

T H E day on which all the pilgrims, accompa- * 
nied by the Pafcha with his troops, perform 
the journey to Jordan, is generally the firft day after 
Eafter, and every pilgrim coming to Jerufalem, whe- 
ther he takes this journey or not, makes the ufual 
payment to the Pafcha. We were all mounted be- 
fore fun-fet, together with above thirty ecclefiafticks, 
and at the head of our troop was the father procurator 
himfelf, though flich ecclefiafticks as have once affi- 
fted in this expedition, are exempted from going a fe- 
cond time. 

We went out by St Stephen’s gate, and foon found 
ourfelves at the foot of the mount of Olives, leaving 
on 'the right-hand the brook of Cedron; which at 
that time was dry, likewife the valley of Jehofhaphat; 
half an hour further we had a view of Bethany, which 
now is but a mean village. 

A little farther we defcended a very difficult 
mountain, and halted a while at a well, called the well 
of the Apoftles, from a tradition, that when wearied 
in the duties of their important vocation, they ufed to 
retire hither for repofe, which is not wholly incre- 
dible. - 

Near this well are fome ruinous and forfaken 
edifices, which, in foul weather, ferve as a fhelter for 
the herdfmen with their cattle and horfes feeding here- 
abouts. A little farther we joined part of the caravan 
with whom we were to travel, for by a particular in- 
dulgence of the Pafcha, we were permitted to go out 

at 


Digitized by Google 


Ada Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 327 

at another gate with the ecclefiadicks, to avoid the 
inconveniences of fetting out with an ungovernable 
multitude. 

Among this caravan were ieveral camels, carrying 
on each fide a woman in a kind of wooden- bafket, at 
which we could hardly keep our countenances ; and 1 
believe, as this bead has a very aukward pace, it mufi 
be a very troublefome way of riding. We found the 
way here generally mountainous, and fometimes even 
very difficult, it being mollly defert, though fome 
tokens dill pretty plainly fhewed, that it had former- 
ly been cultivated in the Genoefe manner. 

In feveral places we alfo met with half-ruin’d build- 
ings and caftles, built in former times by the Chrifti- 
ans, and both on the fummits of the mountains and 

t 

in the plains. * 

Laftly, We came to the mountainous wade, com- 
monly called the Defert, where our Saviour was carried 
by the Spirit to be tempted of the Devil. Nothing 
is to be leen here but bare Hones, with very little her- 
bage, or any other kind of verdure ; wherever the eye 
turns itfelf, it meets only dupendous crags and wild 
rocks, and frequently abyfles of a frightful depth. 
Our defcent from tilde mountains, down into the plain 
of Jericho was fo difficult, that we were all obliged to 
alight. 

As we were approaching the place of our encamp- 
ment, we were bid to obferve on the left-hand a cer- 
tain mountain, which is by all allowed to be that 
where our Saviour fpent fome time in retirement; this 
excited our curiofity, fo that we were determined to go 
and take a view of it. 

This mountain is here called Quarantena , it being 
pretended that the Meffiah, on his coming out of 
Jordan, retired hither fading forty days and nights : 
it is added Iikewife, that this was the place where he. 
was tempted by the Devil.. About a mile and a half 
farther brought us to the foot of this mountain, wherer 
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was a large ftream with a water fall, clofe by a ruined 
houfe. 

This mountain (lands in the midft of a country 
totally barren and wade, and in all appearance it would 
require the greateft (kill and induftry to make any 
thing thrive here. In the mean time I muft curforily 
obferve, that the city of Jerufalem feems fituated in* 
tirely in an arid (lerile country *, whence, fome have ta- 
ken occafion to blame Mofes for giving fuch an allu- 
ring defcription of this country, as flowing with milk 
and honey, purely for fpiriting up the children of If- 
rael to the conqueft of it *, yet thefe countries, and the 
places together, with all Paleftine, at the time the If- 
raelites made themfelves mailers of it, were certainly 
much better cultivated, and more fruitful than at pre- 
lent ; one teftimony of which is, that Jofephus, in 
his Jewifh Antiquities, quotes feveral profane authors, 
who fpeak very highly of the improvements and ferti- 
lity ol this country. 

Pliny, likewife, together with Tacitus and Am- 
mianus, Marcellinws, commend it as a very pleafant 
and fruitful country •, but the latter fays of Paleftine, 
that,befides it’s fertility, and the improvements of 
agriculture, it had a great number of handfome towns : 
now towns generally have fome affinity with the coun- 
try they (land in, a handfome town being feklom feen 
in a poor country Strabo himfelf, who, in a certain 
place, does not give a great character of the fruitful- 
nefs of this country ; yet in another fays, that the 
hilly country of Judea produced plenty of grain and 
fruits i and of this I myfelf was an eye witnefs, ha- 
ving feen very good barley, and other grain, growing 
on the fum m its of the mountains, and even between 
the rocks ; therefore if mod of thefe places appear 
wild and barren, it is purely to be imputed to the 
want of tillage, and culture j for lands, after lying 
for a long time fallow and untill’d, are known to de- 
generate into a total barrennefs confequently the melan- 
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choly appearance, the fcarcity of grain, and fruits here, 
is not to be wonder’d at*, for, befides the want of 
people, the country is frequently ravaged by Arabians 
on horfeback \ to which likewife may be added the 
wretched nature of the government, and the inteftine 
wars of one village with another, in which the poflef- 
fions on both Tides are often totally ruin’d, the olive- 
trees cut down, the corn burnt, and other fuch de- 
valuations committed ; circumftances fufficient to turn 
the fineft country into a defert. 

This is feen not only here, but in Greece, and other 
parts, nay even in the Grand Signior’s very bed pro- 
vinces ; where the oppreflions of the ravenous Pafcha and 
Governors, together with the defe&s of fubordinate po- 
lity, leave the poor inhabitants ^without any other re- 
fource, than forfaking their dwellings, and thus the 
bounties of nature become fruftrated by man’s wicked- 
nefs. What would become of our native country, fliould 
ever tyranny get footing there, fo as to lay the inhabi- 
tants under a neceflity of forfaking it ? every thing 
would run to ruin, and after a fucceflion of fome 
years it would fcarce be imagined that Holland had 
ever been a country fo curioufly improved, fo abound- 
ing in rich paftures, and exuberant orchards. But to 
return from my digreffion. 

W e went up mount Quarantena in company with 
fome ecclefiafticks, having an Arabian for our guide. 
Formerly the Arabians concealed themfelves in the ca- 
vities of this mountain, and would not fufFer the Franks 
to come up *, but at prefent the fathers of the Holy 
Land pay ten piaflers per annum caphar, or pafiage- 
money, and thus have free accefs to the fummit of it. 
The afeent is very toilfome, being moftly up a rock, 
that without affiftance it would fcarce be pra&icable 
in fome places. 

We firft pafied by a large cave, and farther on 
came to a chapel hewn with great fkill and labour in the 
rock, but at prefent the infide is all ruined. St He- 
lena 
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kna partes for the foundrefs of it ; but the figure and 
conftru&ion did not appear to me of fo ancient a date ; 
and fome remains of paintings on the wall were mani- 
fcftly in the Greek tafte. 

Our companions, the ecclefiafticks, with great plea- 
fure, went in and performed publick fervice, the fa- 
ther-prefident of the holy fepulchre, read the gofpel 
of the day, which was followed by fome hymns to 
the holy Virgin. In the mean time I got upon the 
roof of the chapel, whence the view downwards has 
fomething extremely horrid, being a wild precipice, 
without one pleafing objedt intermixed with it. 

In the caves are ftill feen fome cells, formerly the 
habitations of hermits, retiring hither for penance, and 
as it were to imitate the Saviour in his lupernatural 
fail i and thefe hermits fometimes came down, and 
lived on the benevolences of the Arabians, which muft 
have been very fmall indeed, for the daily fuftenance 
of thefe Arabians, would be, as it were, a continual 
penance and faft for monks themfelves, with fo very 
little is nature fatisfied. 

On the fummit of this mountain is like wife another 
fmall ruined chapel, on the fpot generally thought to 
be that whither the Devil carried our Saviour, and 
lhewed him all the kingdoms of this world, and their 
glories, faying to him, All ■ thefe things will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worfhip me, Matth. 
iv. 9. 

* In going up to the fummit it is necertary to take 
a large circuit *, and another danger, unlefs there be 
company, is that of being dripped, as was the cafe of 
a fervant of a certain French ambafiador, who came 
tovifit thefe facred places. But it muft be owned, that 
the governor of Jerufalem, on hearing of it, without 
any felicitation, immediately fent for fome of the heads 
of the villages, and exerted himfelf fo, that the thief 
was difeovered, and every thing reftored. 

4 From 
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From this mountain, being one of the higheft in 
the neighbourhood, we had a fine profpedb over the 
circumjacent countries, particularly the plain of Jeri- 
cho, and the river Jordan ferpentizing through it, ’till 
it iffues into the Salt or Dead Sea, which the naked 
eye eafily difcovers eaftward ; and this extended pro- 
Ipeft is terminated by the high mountains of Arabia 
Petrea on the other fide of Jordan. Having mount- 
ed our horfes, we left on the right-hand a large and 
half ruined aquedudt, which formerly muft have been 
of great ufe to the city of Jericho; and on the left- 
hand we faw the remains of a church and convent*, 
but concerning which we could not get the leaft in- 
formation. A little farther we alfo obferved feve- 
ral arches, which in all appearance made part of a. 
church. 

About one hundred paces farther we came to a 
molt delightful halting place, near a fine fpring under 
the ftiadow of a large beautiful tree, which covered a 
bafon, out of which ififued the rivulet. It is here cal- 
led Elifha’s fpring; but Pliny gives it the name of Cal 
liroe y that is beautiful ftream ; and ALtius terms it. 
Fens folis , or the fun’s fpring. The water is very clear 
and cool, and ififues in a very copious ftream. It was 
originally of an ill quality, ’till corrected by the pro- 
phet Eliftia’s throwing fait into it, 2 Kings ii. 19, 
20, 21. 

We next entered the plain of Jericho, where wer 
pafied through a wood of pretty large trees, bear- 
ing a yellowifh fruit, of the fize of a walnut. Strabo, 
in his fixteenth book, fpeaks of a kind of baliam 
which formerly grew in the plain of Jericho. Hieri - 
chus planitiis eft montibus cir cum data, qui , alicubi nedlar 
theatri ad iUam dcclinant ; ibi vero palma turn eft, cut 
alia ftirpes ftugifera perm'Hta ficnt, pal mis vero alundans 
centum Jtadiorum fpatio. Ibi ts regio eft Cl baljmti para - 
difus qua planta aromatica eft. The meaning or which is, 
that the plain of Jericho is furrounded with mountains, 
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in fome places in the form of an amphitheatre ; but it 
has a wood of palm-trees, mixed with fome other fruit 
trees, and about twelve miles in length •, being the 
true country, and as it were the garden of the bal- 
fam, an aromatic plant; though at prefent nothing 
of this is found in it. Probably it grew not far from 
the fountain of Elifha, and Mr Brocard, in his deferip- 
tion of the Holy Land, fpeaking of this balfam, fays, 
that in the time of Herod the Great, this incompara- 
ble balfam garden was, by Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, 
Anthony, who could refufe her nothing, confenting 
to it, removed, and tranfplanted to Babylon. 

Further, we palled through corn lands, a little 
beyond which we came in fight of the famous city of 
Jericho, but at prefent fo far from retaining any thing 
of it’s former luftre, that one would queftion whether 
there ever had been a city or town thereabouts ; all 
that is now to be feen, being only fome hovels of dried 
mud, the dwellings of hufbandmen and Ihepherds. 
Here is indeed a ftone houfe of two (lories, faid to 
have been that of Zaccheus the publican, Luke xix. 
The ’ fathers of the Holy Land could not pafs this 
place without reading a portion of the gofpel, and 
finging hymns, though at prefent it is put to the 
meaneft of ufes, ferving only as a liable for cattle. 

A small diftance from hence we formed our 
tents, the Pafcha pitching about a hundred paces from 
the Chriflians, near a rivulet, for the greater conve- 
niency of performing their religious ablutions. The 
father procurator had taken with him a tent for him- 
felf, and two others he had chofen as his companions. 
Some of the pilgrims, with the reft of the clergy, 
were all together in a very large tent, which the con- 
vent had been obliged to purchafe of a Pafcha at the 
expiration of his government of Jerufalem. With re- 
gard to us, we carried a particular tent, and had three 
Arabian chiefs appointed for a guard. 

Besides 
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Be si d es thefe tents there was another for the pro- 
vilions, baggage, and fervants of the convent. Yet 
many of the pilgrims were obliged to lie in the open 
air, which was extremely troublefome, on account of 
the great heat, which fome years is quite infupport- 
able •, and in the preceding pilgrimage feveral actually 
died, though Eafter then happened in the month of 
March. 

While we continued in this encampment we 
purchafed feveral things of Arabian women, who 
take this opportunity of felling the produce of their 
gardens, and manufactures. Among the feveral parti- 
culars thefe women brought, was an oil called Zac - 
cbone> pofiibly from Laccheus. This oil is expreffed 
from a fruit I had before feen in the plains of Jericho, 
about the fize of a walnut \ and as it is reckoned an 
excellent remedy for wounds and bruifes both internal 
and external, they take care to fell it at a fufficient 
price. 

; These women are very fwarthy, and remarkably 
difagreeable. Moft of them wear only a fhift of blue 
linen, which covers their whole body, and on their 
heads a fort of white cap, which hang down their 
back. Some cover their whole faces, and others only 
the forehead and eyes, with their veils ; but I obfer- 
ved they had adorned them with black fpots. 

Round the Pafcha’s pavilion were feveral fmall 
tents crowded with foldiers, each tent ferving twenty 
men. 

The whole camp of the Chriftians fwarmed with 
Arabian peafants, who came with no other intention 
than to fteal, whenever any opportunity offered ; but 
as we were not ignorant of their defigns, we kept fo 
ftrift a watch, that they all retired without their booty, 
except what was given them in companion to their 
indigence. 

1 n the evening one of the fervants of the convent 
brought a large bag, filled with pieces of bread, and 
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the Arabian peafants, who knew the intention, flock- 
ed about him ; but two Turks flood by the ferVant to 
prevent any tumult or impofition. Every peafant had 
a piece of bread ; and if any one offered to make a 
fecond demand he was feverely beaten. This dona- 
tion being diftributed, an officer from the Pafcha, in 
an imperious manner, commanded them to retire to 
their refpe&ive habitations. 

At iun-iet the Pafcha ordered nine parties, each 
confiding of twelve men to pitch round the: camp-, 
and during the darknefs of the night fireworks were 
played off, and the band of muficians, which always ac- 
company him in his march, entertained us with Turkifh 
mufick ; fome cannon alfo being fired at proper in- 
tervals. 

While we continued to encamp here we employ- 
ed feveral perfons to fearch for the flower called the 
/ rofe of Jericho, but could get no account of it This 
was not indeed the feafon of the year for feeing it in 
it’s bloom, but had it grown there in fuch plenty as I 
was affured it did, we fhould hardly fail’d of procu- 
ring the plant itfelf. 

The rofe of Jericho is, properly fpeaking, no 
flower, but a plant, about fix inches in height, the 
root included. It has the appearance of a fhrub, and 
is compofed of hard ligneous fibres. When dry it 
clofes together, fo as to form a kind of bud. But the 
appellation of rofe of Jericho is very improperly given 
it ; for inftead of growing in the plains of Jericho, it 
is a native of the deferts of Arabia. 

That this plant only opens itfelf on Candlemas 
night, is a mere fidlion ; it always opening in moift 
weather, or on being put into water ; fo that this plant 
might ferve for an hygrometer, for fhewing the moi- 
fture or drynefs of the air. 

The next day, about two hours before our depar- 
ture, we were awakened by the mucraos, or muliteers 
of the pilgrims, crying out Hola Hadgis y for the Turks 

give 
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give the name of Hadgis to thofe who go on pilgri- 
mage to Jerufalem, as well as to thofe of their own 
nation, who go in that quality to Mecca. 

The fignal for our fetting out being given by a 
difcharge of cannon, we continued our journey over 5 
the plains of Jericho, towards the river Jordan ; and 
in proportion, as we approached it, we found the 
earth to be more foft and yielding. We were told, 
that the foil all over this part was full of fulphur, and 
not at all proper for tillage. We now advanced be- 
fore the caravan, and reached the Jordan fome time 
before it, having left on our right-hand the ruins of a 
church and convent built by St Helena, * not far from 
the place where it is fuppofed our Saviour was bapti- 
zed; and for that reafon dedicated to St John the 
Baptift. 

On coming to the banks of this famous river, which 
the holy Scriptures mention as the fcene of many mi- 
racles, the ecclefiafticks eredted their portable altar, 
and celebrated feveral mafies. Formerly they ufed to 
fay mafs on a fpot nearer the water ; but at prefent the 
banks of the river are covered with trees and fhrubs, 
particularly a blackifh kind of willow, tamarifks, olean- 
ders, and the like ; fo that you can fcarce fee the water 
of the Jordan when on the banks of it. Among the 
plants is a particular kind of reed, ufed by the Arabi- 
ans for lances, and by fome of the Turks for pens. 
The water of this river is very thick and turbid, the 
current being remarkably rapid. 

It is impoflible now to determine the exadt place 
where our Saviour was baptized, the Jordan having 
fince that time more than once changed it’s bed, of 
which evident marks may be feen in feveral places. 
Befides, this river often overflows it’s banks by the 
• melting of the fnows on mount Lebanon ; an inunda- 
tion mentioned by the facred writers, generally happen- 
ing in the month Nifan ; that is, from the middle of 

March 
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March to the middle of April, the time of the firA - 
harveft. 

The Arabians who inhabit the country on the 
other fide, or Arabia Petrea, are alfo divided into 
tribes, and under different chiefs ; one of whom took 
it into his head to demand a piafter of every pilgrim 
who came to the Jordan ; but the Pafcha of Jerufa- 
lem, on hearing his infolent demand, was defirous of 
getting him into his power *, and accordingly fent him 
an invitation to come to his camp. He accordingly 
fet out; but being, on the road, informed of the Paf- 
cha’s defign, he haftened back to his territory, but 
dropped his unreafonable demand. 

Some are of opinion, that the waters of the Jordan 
does not mix with thofe of the Dead Sea, being fwal- 
lowed up by a fubterranean gulph or vortex ; and there 
is a tradition current there, that a pilgrim happening to 
drop a filver cup in the Jordan, it was fome years af- 
ter found in the fountain of Arethrufa, near Syracufe 
in Sicily. But it is very evident, that the waters of 
the Jordan actually mix with thofe of the Dead Sea. 

The Greeks and Armenians, both men, women, 
and children, rufh into this river with the greateft rap- 
tures, and fome who affedt a more than ordinary devo- 
tion, have water poured on their heads, in memory of 
our Saviour’s baptifm. Molt of them alfo go into the 
river in a fhirt or fhift ; and this they very carefully keep 
in order to be buried in it, after it has been laid on the 
ftone of undtion at Jerufalem, and there rubbed over 
by a kind of wax ; when they fuperftitiouQy believe it 
will fecure them from the torments of hell. 

After they have enjoyed the fatisfadtion of bathing 
themfelves in the Jordan, the pilgrims fill bottles and 
fmall calks, with the water, and cut down large quan- 
tities of boughs, and even whole trees, growing on 
the banks of the Jordan, as relicks and marks, that 
they have vifited that celebrated river. 

The 
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The water of the Jordan is of a very pleafant tafte, 
but this will not fatisty the pilgrims, they pretend that 
it will never corrupt, having derived that virtue from 
our Saviour’s being baptized in it : though experience 
abundantly demonftrates, that it has no efteft beyond 
other good water. It filtrated, and put into clean 
bottles, it will indeed keep good a long time ; but 
without thefe precautions, it, like other water, foon 
becomes unfit for ufe. 

Others go It ill farther, and firmly believe, that 
fince our Saviour’s baptiim it has acquired a fancy- 
ing virtue ; and hence chitfly arifes the ceremony of 
bathing in it. And from this motive alfo the Latin 
Chriftians of Jerufalem fent as a prefent to the King 
oi Poland, fome of the water of the Jordan, as an 
acknowledgement of his generous care for their inte- 
reft at the treaty of Zaranow. 

Being now encamped at no great diftance from 
the Salt or Dead Sea, our curiofity would not fuffer 
us to return without taking a view of it. In order 
to this we requefted the Pafcha, to order a fmall par- 
ty of his men to accompany us, which he readily 
granted •, and befides them, three chiefs of the Ara- 
bians, and eight peafants attended us. In this manner, 
we fet out for that famous fea : an account of which 
fhall make the fubjed of the following chapter. 


CHAP. XXII. 

'journey to the Salt or Dead S e a \ and our 
return to Jerusalem. 

S ETTING out from our camp on the Jordan, 
and directing our courfe along it’s banks, we firft 
faffed by the tent of the Pafcha, but were obliged 
Vol. k Z to 
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to flop ’till the foldiers were well allured that we were 
no pilgrims, who were running away in order to avoid 
paying the caphar or toll. 

At a fmall. diftance we found the ground every 
where fo very damp, and foft, that in fome places 
it was with great difficulty our horfes travelled. 
This poffibly may be occafioned by the overflowings 
of the Jordan, or of the Dead Sea, which very often 
here fwells to a great height ; or it may proceed from 
fome fprings which frequently bur ft fpontaneoufly out 
of the ground. And fuch fprings or wells the chief in- 
terpreter of the convent told us, he had feen at a fmall 
diftance from the ffiore of this fea ; but at prefcnt 
was almoft entirely dried up, and it’s water none of 
the beft. 

* W e alfo faw here and there a few ffirubs *, and in- 
many places met with a plant which yielded a yellow 
fruit, but the juice very fait, and it’s leaves and twigs 
6f a faline tafte, which muft be imputed to the nature 
of the foil. We now paffed near fome fmall white emi- 
nences on the left ; and after travelling about an hour 
and a half came to this fatal fea ; the plain or dale at 
prefent covered with this lake, being before the de- 
ftru&ion of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah full of 
bitumen-pits. At our coming to the fea, which is 
called the Dead Sea, either from the river Jordan lo- 
fing itfelf in it, or from it’s ftillnefs, being fcarce ever 
put into any agitation by the wind, or on account of the 
thicknefs of it’s water, owing to it’s being fo copiouf- 
ly impregnated with fait, or becaufe five cities, by a 
divine judgment, lie buried in it ; or, laftly, on ac- 
count of the vifeidity of the water, which will not luffer 
any fifli to live in it. At our coming to the margin 
of the water we ftripped ourfelves, and fwam to fome 
diftance from the fhore ; but to our great furprize we 
found ourfelves as it were lifted up by the water. 
When I had fwam to fome diftance I endeavoured to 
fink perpendicularly to the bottom, but could not ; 
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for the water kept me continually up, and would 
certainly thrown me upon my face, had I not put 
forth all the ftrength I was matter of to keep myfelf 
in a perpendicular pofture : fo that I walked in the 
fea as if I had trod on firm ground, without having 
occafion to make any of the motions neceflary in tread- 
ing frefh water j and when I was fwimming I was obli- 
ged to keep my legs the greateft part of the time out 
of the water. 

My fellow-traveller was agreeably furprized to find 
that he could fwim here, having never learn’d. But 
his cafe and mine proceeded from the gravity of the 
water, as this certainly does, from the extraordinary 
quantity of fait in it, as a perfon is known to keep 
himfelf above water in the fea with lefs difficul- 
ty than in a river or canal. Yet the water of 
this fea is clear, and has the appearance of other 
fea -water. As for it’s tafte, it is extremely fait, bit- 
ter, and naufeous. It is indeed commonly faid, that 
birds flying over the lake drop down dead *, and that 
this deleterious quality refides in the continual, thick 
vapours ifiuing from it *. 

For a trial of this we had brought with us two 
Sparrows, and plucked out a few feathers from each 
wing, that they could not fly long. Accordingly, 
When we had fet them at liberty, after a fhort flight, 

* Mr Reland in his Paleftina Illuftrata, Tom. I. charges the an- 
cient writers with having confounded this fea with the Afphaltes 
lake near Babylon ; and fays, that for this reafon it was called 
Aornus, i. e. without birds, as the lake near Puteoli in Italy, is 
alfo called Aornus, or Avernus, according to Virgil, Ain. lib.VI. 
1. 237, 242. 

4 

Spe/unca aha fuit , *vafoque immanis hiatu , 

Scrupea , tuta lacu nigro nemorumque tenelris ; 

Quam fuper baud alia poterant impune njolantes 
Fendere iter pennis : tails fefe ha lit us atris 
Faucibus ejf undens fuper a ad connjcxa ferebat ; 

Unde locum Graii dixeruht nomine Avernum* 
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they fell into, or rather upon, the fea*, but fo far 
were they from dying there, that they both got fafe 
afflore, though had there been any fuch noxious efflu- 
via, they were long enough on the furface of the wa- 
ter to have felt it’s deleterious effect *. 

We alfo faw here a kind of jetty, or prominence, 
which appears to have been a heap of Hones, from 
time to time thrown up by the fea *, but it is a cur- 
rent opinion here, that they are part of the ruins of 
one of the towns which are buried under it. We were 
even fflewn a place where the fea had retreated more 
than in any other part. And here fome think it pro- 
bable, that one of the five cities which were the ob- 
jects of this terrible devaftation formerly (food We 
alfo found along the fliore fevefal fragments of large 
trees, which had been waffled up by the fea •, and had 
all the appearances of great antiquity. Along the 
fflore we alfo picked up feveral pieces of a kind of black 
flint, which burnt in the fire without any diminution 
of their fize, tho* they loft confiderably in their weight, 
and at the fame time emitted an unfupportable ftench. 
They are ufed in this country for fumigations againft 
the plague. Among the mountains near this lea is 
alfo found a blackiffl {tone, very much refembling the 
touchftone, and nearly of the fame qualities. This 
alfo is inflammable > and of the fame naufeous fmell as 
thofe we met with on the fliore of the Dead Sea. This 
ftone we alfo faw at Jerufulem, the church of the ho- 
ly fepulchre being paved with it •, as likewife part ol 
the convent of St John in the wildernefs : it is exceed- 
ing beautiful when poliffled. 

However we met with no bitumen here, though 
at Jerufalem we had a prefent made us of fome. This 

bitumen, in colour and fmell, differs little from pitch, 

• 

* Tacit, hilt. lib. V. gives this account of it, Lacus immenfo 
ambitu fpecie maris fapore corruptior, gravitate odoris accolis pe- 
ftifer, neque vento impellitur, neque pifees aut fuetas aquis volu- 
• cres .patitur. Sec. .... 

and 
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and is laid to be found on the furface of this lake, and 
like wife along it’s fhore, efpecially to the fouthward 
ot the parts we vifited. 

I readily give credit to the report, that there is 
no fifh to be found throughout the whole lake ; and 
indeed lb far from feeing any, I could not difcern any 
one thing that had the lead refemblance of a fcale or 
jheli. But as to the fruit of a very Tightly appearance, 
and which never comes to ripenefs, mentioned in the 
Apocrypha, and particularly in the tenth chapter, 
verfe feven, of the book of Wifdom, as growing here, 
I fhall Only relate what we were told by a fervant of the 
convent, who faid, that he had feen feveral, and had 
them in his hands, though I cannot pretend to war- 
rant his authority, having never feen any myfelf. 

This fruit is of the bignefs of a common apple, 
grows on a low tree, and it’s form very beautiful, tho* 
in effedt it has' only the appearance of a fruit; for 
upon opening of it you find nothing but allies. 

We cannot boaft of having feen in this lake any of 
thole remains of which fome travellers give us fuch 
ftrikipg defcriptions, or any traces of cities, which the 
geographers have fo improperly placed in their maps ; 
neither could we obtain the lead certainty concerning 
the pillar of fait into which Lot’s wife was transform- 
ed ; fome faying, it mud be in the lea, under the wa- 
ter ; others placed it in Arabia Petrea, on the other 
fide of the Tea ;-and others again allured us, that it was 
dill danding about three miles from the place where 
we then were •, but the mod probable opinion is, that 
it is no longer in being. 

>.Wb were alfo told, that about three miles further 
were \Vhole mountains of a very white and good ’ 
fait, conliderable quantities of which were carried by 
the Arabians to Jerulalem : and the vulgar are podef- 
fed with a notion, that a black cloud continually hangs 
over this lea, to denote the wrath of the Almighty •,* 
w. ; Z 3 though 
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though when we were there the fun (hone very bright* 
aijd we had a free and extenfive view of the lake. 

To the north it has the plain of Jericho and 
the Jordan *, on the fouth the Red Sea * eaftward Ara- 
bia Petrea, and weft ward the mountains of Judea. 
It’s breadth, from eaft to weft, is about fix or feven 
leagues •, but north to fouth is by fqme faid to be 
twenty-four or thirty : fo far is certain, that it extends 
farther than the eye can teach. 

No traveller is yet known to have made the tour 
of this fea or lake. It is indeed faid, that an En- 
glifh nobleman, who in all his travels never fpared 
expence in gratifying his curiofity, brought with him 
upon camels, a boat which could be eafily taken to 
pieces and rebuilt j and with this he was enabled to 
take a full furvey of the fea, and to go quite round it. 
But I cannot find, that his Lordfhip’s obfervations 
have ever feen the light. This fea, however in the 
beginning, was far from being of it’s prefent extent, 
which ftill daily increafes ; and from the great quan- 
tities of water difeharged into it from the Jordan, it 
is apprehended, that in time the whole plain of Jeri- 
cho will be overflowed : though this apprehenfion is 
groundlefs, if what is faid be true, that at the fouth 
end of this lake is a fubterraneous channel, communi- 
cating with the Red Sea ; otherwife indeed the lake 
muft be continually enlarging. And it is not impro- 
bable, that here and there are fubterraneous caverns 
into which a great part of the water is, as it were, in- 
gulphed and forwarded by particular pafiages into the 
Red Sea, or fome other part unknown. 

In fome maps a paflage is delineated over the 
middle of the lake : and it is fo in faft, and the Ara- 
bians, to their great conveniency, ford it with their 
horfes and camels. This fea is by them called Bahar 
Louth, i. e. Lot's lake. . They alfo fay, that weft of 
this lake, not far from a certain cape* or promontory, 

there 
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there is ftill {landing the celebrated pillar of fait, or at 
lead a piece of it. But this certainly muft be no more 
than a part of the abovementioned faline eminence^ 
where the fa It is dug, and exported to Jerufalem, and 
other places. 

The Turks have a great veneration ‘for this lake ; 
and our black guide, who was an officer of the Pafcha, 
very gravely told us, that Mahomet himfelf came in 
perfon to vifit it. He alfo laid, that it was a prefent 
remedy for many diftempers : lb far indeed I agree 
with him, that bathing in it now and then cannot be 
amifs. 

W e would have made a longer Hay here, and have 
gone farther ; nay, had it been poffible, made the tour 
of the lake *, but the Arabs, who are always at vari- 
ance, and, as it were, engaged in a perpetual war, 
diverted us from this curioiity. Befides, we fhould 
have been put to great inconveniences for provifions, 
and even Irefh water, which we muft have carried 
with us. • And though w ? e had fome heads of the 
Arabs as fafeguards, yet if we had chanced to have 
fallen in with a body of the oppofite party, we fhould 
have been in very great danger of being killed on the 
fpot, or carried into flavery : the kindeft ufage we 
could have expelled, was to be plundered of all we 
had, and infulted and abufed in our perfons. 

The fafeft way, in my opinion, for any one who 
is mafter of the Arabick tongue, would be to perform 
this journey in the difguife of an Arabian peafant, or 
dervife *, and even then he muft reduce himfelf to a 
very fpare diet, as any quantity of provifions, befides 
the incumbrance of water, would betray the fallacy 
pf his difguife. \ : 

W e now fet out on our return over the little hills' 
and eminences, which in going lay on our left, and 
made hafte to the plain, where on ouf right-hand 
wP faw a church and convent of Hieronymites, but 
both in a ruinous condition. Travelling on about an 
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hour farther we again canie to our caravan, and favtr 
the Pafcha, with all his attendants, under a tent, pla- 
cect pin a riling ground ; facing it was another, and 
betwixt the two tents the pilgrims were obliged to pafs- 
one by one, and pay the caphar, whilft guards were 
placed in all the pafiages, and round the whole camp, 
to feize any pilgrim who fhould attempt to fteal away 
without paying ; the Pafcha in the mean time allows 
the Franks, whom on all occafions he treats with great 
marks of favour, to take another method, well know- 
ing that they will never defraud him of the payment. 
And this indulgence, which meets with very good 
returns, he may fafely grant. 

This excurfion from the Jordan, to the Salt or 
Dead Sea, coft us twenty-four piaftcrs only in re- 
galing the Pafcha’s officers, and the Arabs who at- 
tended us. 

The payment of the caphar being concluded, eve- 
ry one withdrew to his tent, and prepared for return- 
ing to Jerufalem ; which was done in the following 
order : Firft, The Pafcha came in a litter covered with 
fcarlet cloth, . and carried by two mules. . He was 
preceded by drums and fifes on horfeback, and a par- 
ty of troopers, who diverted themfelves at, the gerit, 
or throwing flicks at one another, in the manner I 
have defer! bed in my account; of Conftantinople f 
, The Pafcha was a pexloa.in years, with a Jong 
grey beard, and of a very amiable-. countenance, and 
behaviour, , fa luting every one who patted by, with a 
nod of his head, which was returned by the pilgrims*, 
with a low inclination of the whole body, and one of. 
the hands laid on the breafl. - / * 

His litter was furrounded on all fides, and follow- 
ed with fopt foldiers ; a^d : the variety of colours, 
as red, blu^yellow, green, .which the Turks wore, 
with their white! turbans, formed a very pre&y fighu * 
but the ctofe of the procef&on was very melan- 
choly, being a number of poor Greeks in chains, 
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for having performed this journey; without being able 
to pay the ufual caphar. ‘Thefe the PafcKa keeps fet-’ 
ter’d in prifon, knowing very well, Tome 

time or other they will be redeemed by "their country* 

men, or even the benevolence of others. 

* . - • ' , ( 

Having left the plain of Jericho at day-break with' 
the Pafcha, who took the fame way as in coming from 
Jerufalem, but entered the city by another gate, that 
of Zion, that we might not be expofed to the curiofi- 
t y and rudenefs of the multitudes, who were waiting 
for the caravan at St Stephen’s gate 5 for this Pafcha 
embraced every opportunity of lavouring the Franks, 
fo that the Greeks and Turks called him the Pafcha 
of the Franks. Indeed he owed them no fmall obli- 
gation, for by the intereft, and dexterous management 
of the fathers of the Holy Land, he had already en- ' 
joyed this office four years, a thing almoft without a 
precedent ; and befides, had from time to time recei- 
ved feveral confiderable prefents from them. 

Being come into the city, and near the caftle, we 
alighted from our horfes, no Franks being allowed 
to ride beyond it, and walked to the convent, 
where our quarters were ; but here we were alarmed 
with an account, that the Arabian peafants intending 
to avail themfelves of the Pafcha’s abfence, had form- 
ed a defign of pillaging the church of the holy fe- 
pulchre, and had proceeded fo far, as to force open- 
the door; but the Aga haftening from the caftle 
with a party of foldiers difperfed them, and fruftrated 
their attempt. A little before, the fame banditti re- 
newing their accuftomed inlolences, had plundered a 
Turkifh caravan going on an annual pilgrimage to & 
place near the Dead Sea called Mofes ; that prophet, 
according to an old tradition, being buried there. 
But others, with more probability, derive; it from a 
Turkifh Taint, of that name, who refiddd “hear the 
Dead Sea. ' ” • v J 0 

The 
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The day after our return, this ecclefiaftick who ac- 
companied us every where in the city, called upon us 
to yiiit the remaining confecrated places in Jerufalem 
which we had not yet feen. 

■ y r i r i -..i...i i ; ■-» ■ ii i! 


* CHAP. XXIII. 

Farther accGimt of fever al facred places within the 
city ^/’Jerusalem; together with the folemn 
fej'vice* on occafion of the appearance of the fa - 
crqd fire . 

T H E firft place our worthy ecclefiaftick led us 
tc was the convent of the Armenians: in the 
way we were fhewn the place where our Saviour, af- 
ter his refurre&ion, appeared to the two Maries, tho* 
this fpot is called the three Maries. Here was for- 
merly a church ; but it has been fucceeded by a 
mofque \ and it is a general obfervation, that in Pale- 
ftine, or the Holy Land, the Turks have every where 
built mofques, or oratories, on all the places which 
the Chriftians account facred. 

JSIot far from hence we faw the place where^ St 
Thomas’s houfe flood j and this alfo, from a church, 
has been altered to a mofque. At laft we came to the 
convent of the Armenians, the largeft of any within 
the city of Jerufalem, though it’s feveral apartments 
are all on one ftory . At the time we were there above a 
thoufand pilgrims were entertained in it. Over all the 
feveral apartments are elegant terrafies, whence there is 
a profpedt of the whole city. 

The church is very beautiful and fplendid, and 
was originally built by the Spaniards, who dedicated 
it to St James, the fuppofed firft bifhop of Jerufa- 
lem. This Apoftle is thought, and not without rea- 
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fon, to have fuffered martyrdom here, after preach- 
ing the Gofpel in Judea and Samaria; and that before ' 
the Apoftles feparated, in order to repair to the feve- 
ral departments affigned to their zeal by: the FJoly 
Ghoft, though no mention of this occurs in the Ads 
of the Apoftles ; at leaft it is certain, that before the 
eighth century his journey into Spain had not been 
heard of, which at once Ihews, the authenticity of 
what was done on this head at the fourth council of 
Lateran ; and that the peculiar veneration paid to this 
faint at Compoftella in Spain is totally groundlefs and 
frivolous *. 

This church has two middle ides, and in one a 
chapel prettily decorated, where our guide lhewed us 
the fpot on which John the Baptift was beheaded : it 
is enclofed, and covered with a porphyry (tone. On • 
feftivals the great altar of this church is, as it were, 
loaded with an infinite variety of magnificent orna-^ 
ments. Near it {lands the patriarch’s throne, which, 
befides the rich canopy over it, is every where eurf- 
oufly overlaid with tortoife fhell, and mother of pearl, 
that it might become the majefty of a fovereign 
prince. 

Ou t of this church we were led into a kind of lob- 
by with an altar, near which lay three great ftoncs, 
one pafies for that againft which Mofes, in his indig- 
nation, at feeing the idolatrous apoftacy of the If- 
raelites, broke the two tables of the law. The fe- 
cond, according to the tradition, ferved Jefus to {land 
. on at his baptifin The third is that on which Jefus 
flood at his glorious transfiguration on mount Tabor. 
In a little chapel not far from that of St James, we 
we were fhewn the tomb of St Macarius, bifhop of 
Jerulalem ; and the ecclefiafticks officiating here affu- 
red us, that his body lay there *, but our guide told* 
us, th^t it was a miftake which they were fond of 

* a 

* Concerning this fee Nat. Alexandris, Seleti, Bijlor . Ecclef in 
Journ. de S9av. An. 1677. P* * IO « 
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keeping up, and that the faint was actually buried at 
Rome. 

Hence we proceeded to the houfe of the high- 
pried Annas, now a fmall church belonging to the 
Armenians. Here is (hewn the places where a brutal 
fervant of the high-pried (truck our Saviour, John 
xviii. ver. 22. Near the front of this church is an old 
olive-tree railed in, or otherwife the pilgrims in their 
great zeal would foon make an end of it, by carrying 
away pieces for relicks ; this, it feems, being the tree, 
to which, as we were told, our Saviour was tyed for 
fome time by order of the high- pried. 

I must not omit, that in a corner of this church 
are two large dones with very wide holes, or aper- 
tures in them, and concerning which we were en- 
tertained with this legend, that whild Jefus was bound 
to the abovementioned o’ive-tree, thefe dones came 
tumbling down from the neighbouring hill, and pou- 
red forth the mod virulent invidtives againd the foldiers 
for treating Chrid in fuch a manner, ’till the meek 
Jefus impofed filence, by acquainting the dones, that 
there was a necefiity for his differing thefe feeming in- 
dignities ; injoining them at the fame time, always 
to remain with their mouths open, which is figured 
by the wide hole in each. 

Our next vifit was to St Mark’s houfe, or rather 
the church faid to be built on the fite of it ; *it is but 
fmall, and belongs to the Syrians: Hither it was 

where St Peter fird came, after his miraculous re- 
leafe. Within it is a done font, where, we were 
allured, that Apodle ufed to adminider baptifm, and 
round the church are convenient dwellings for the cler- 
gy belonging to it. I enquired of the foperinten- 
dant of the church, and others, about the folio Syriac 
manufcript of the New Tedament, mentioned by Mr 
Maundreil, and pretended to be above eight hundred 
and feventy years old, but could not get the lead ac- 
count of it. ' 

Further 
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Further on we pafled through the iron gate, 
which opened of itfelf to make way for Peter, Adis 
. xii. verfe 10. Here are feveral fruHums of pil- 
lars, which are generally thought to indicate facred 
places. 

The following day we went to fee the fpot where 
Abraham was going to facrifice his fon Ifaac : the way 
to it, from the church of the holy fepulchre, is thro’ a 
little door on the left-hand, and then up fome Heps to 
the terras, where one fees an olive-tree planted as a 
mark of the very fpot where the ram was which 
Abraham offered inftead of Ifaac *, and a little further 
one comes to a fmall chapel in the pofTeffion of the 
Greeks, who here fliew the identical place of the fa- 
crifice. This chapel, though Handing at a diffance 
from the church, is likewife a part of mount Calvary, 
or Golgotha •, and the feene of Abraham’s facrifice 
was mount Moriah, of which Calvary is an eminence 
making part of it. 

Directly facing the court of the church of the 
holy fepulchre Hands a mofque, and clofe by it 
arc the ruins of houfes formerly belonging to the 
knights of St John. A little to the left, beyond this 
place, lie the rudera of a pretty large church dedica- 
ted to St Peter, as within it, according to tradition, 
was the place of his imprifonment, and what remains 
of it now ferves for the like ufe. Near it alfo are 
decayed houfes, which the pilgrims are forced to take 
up with for dwellings ; befides, cryptae or vaults, which 
formerly were fhops, but at prefent are only a melan- 
choly heap of ruins. 

Afterwardswc were led to a fmall Greek church, 
built by St Helena, on the place where the houfe of 
Zebedee, the father of Janies and John, is fuppofed 
to have Hood ; but it affords nothing worth oblerva- 
tion. We then went to an almfhoule, alfo built by 
the fame St; Helena. This was once a very fpacious 
building*, but now nothing more than arable., for 
* t .. 4 the 
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the troopers horfes. There are in it fix or feven 
coppers, but of thefe only two are fit for ufe ; and 
formerly broth was boil’d in them for the poor : and 
we were told, that the Turks, on certain days, keep 
up that good cuflom, and diftribute allowances of 
broth and flefh to all poor perfons indifcriminately, 
without regard to their profeffion. 

Next we were fhewn a houfe built on a vault, and 
at the fame time were informed, that it was the place 
where flood the houfe of the rich man, mentioned in 
the fixteenth chapter of St Luke, ver. 19. and near it 
(lands alfo a mean houfe, faid to have been that of 
Lazarus for here they firmly believe, that the parable 
ufed by our Saviour was a real hiflory, and repeated 
in order to make the greater imprelfion on the hearts 
of the Jews, the affair being very well known amon°^ 
them. They even go fo far as to endeavour to trace 
out the name of the rich man, though nothing of it is 
to be found in Scripture. 

Our next walk was to a large church, fuppofed to 
be built on the place where flood the houfe of Anne 
the virgin’s mother. Under this church is a large 
hole, where it is affirmed the blefied virgin was born j 
accordingly this was formerly a fubferraneous chapel ; 
and the fathers of the Holy Land are flill permitted once 
a year, that is, on the nativity of the virgin Mary, to 
celebrate mafs in it: but this a£l of devotion cofls them 
a pretty round fum. Anciently, near this church, 
Hood a handfome nunnery, but now extremely de- 
cayed. 

At a little diflance is the houfe of the Pharifee, 
where alfo a church was erefled, as is plain from the 
ruins. Here it was, fay they, that Mary Magda- 
lene, or fome other penitent proflitute, wetted our Sa- 
viour’s feet with her tears, and dried them with her 
hair, Luke vii. ver. 38. 

In another flreet we faw the remains of the ancient 
Fortrefs Turris Antoniana, mentioned by Jofephus in 

his 
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his defcription of the fecond city and wall within 
which it flood ; and under the Romans ferved as bar- 
racks for the garrifon. It’s tower is of large (tones* 
and at prefent what remains of it, jointly with the mo- 
dern additions, ferves for a minaret, or place, from 
, whence a Turkifh iman, or pried, calls the people to 
prayers. King Godfrey’s palace, which (lands near 
it, affords nothing worth feeing. 

We now dire£led our courfe to the fuppofed houfe, 
or palace, of Pontius Pilate •, but before going there 
we were made to obferve a fmall houfe oppofite to it, 
and which our guide afiured us, was the place where 
our Saviour was fcourged, it having anciently been a 
part of Pilate’s palace. And we were further told, 
that the fon of a certain Pafcha having taken it into 
his head to make Ufe of it as a liable for his horfes* 
the next morning they were all found dead, and he 
wifely taking warning, left the houfe in the condition 
he found it. 

On entring Pilate’s palace we went up a (lair-cafe, 
where it is pretended once flood the Scala Sandla: 
at prefent placed before the door of the church of 
St Lateran at Rome ; though the feala appears to me 
confiderably higher than this place. You firft come 
into a court which leads into the houfe, now the refi- 
dence of the Pafcha, though none of the larged, or 
mod convenient of buildings, yet the Pafcha’s do not 
feem much to mind it, their day being but (hort. 

From one of the apartments of this palace w6 had 
a fair view of the temple of Solomon ; or indeed 1 x 
(hould rather fay of the place, where it once dood, 
that is, we faw on mount Moriah, a large level area 
lying beyond the mount of Olives, where the rock it- 
felf, has been made fmooth and even. And be- 
twixt thefe two mountains was the valley of Jehofha- 
phat. The entrance into this large area is through 
(even gates; but all Chridians and Jews are for- 
bid to enter it, under pain of death, which there 
* • 

is 
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is no ^ way of, avoiding, but by embracing Mahome- 
taniim. 

' In the centre of it (lands the fincft mofque of any 
th Jernfalem ♦, and the Turks flatter themfelves, that 
itTs built on the very fpot of the Holy of Holies: 
It is an o&angular llruclure, furmounted with a cu- 
pola covered with lead, and is not without ornaments, 
bnrcofnes very far fliort of thofe at Conftantinople •, 
and it’s advantagious fituation makes it appear at a 
diflahce much finer than it really is. 

Wi thin this fpace one difcerns ai(o gardens, walks, 
and fountains, as having formerly been the palace of 
the Patriarch, now of the Cadi : and laftly, behind the 
faid mofque is a church, formerly dedicated to the an- 
nunciation of the bleflfed Virgin. But this was alfo 
Altered into a mofque. The abovementioned foun- 
tains, as likewife the Cadi’s houfe, are fupplied with 
water from the famous Fons Signatus. 

In the palace of Pilate, as it is called, they (till 
pretend to fhew the place where the foldiers infulted 
Jefus, declaring him king by way of derifion, and 
placing a crown of thrones on his head, &c. this 
is all that is worth feeing in a palace, fo much talk- 
ed of. At a little diflance we were (hewn a houfe 
then occupied by a Turkifh aga, but which pafies for 
the palace of Herod. 

At coming from Pilate’s palace one crofles the Via 
dolorofa, along which Chrift went up to mount ’Cal- 
vary, beginning with the Arcus Pilati, or arched bal- 
cony, where Pilate produced our Saviour to the Jews, 
faying, Ecce homo. This balcony is (till very vi- 
able - 9 but it cannot be the fame that flood here in 
our Saviour’s time, his awful predidlion, that in Je- 
rufalem one (lone fhoulci not be left on another, having 
been remarkably verified. Another arcade may pofli- 
bly have been built in the fame place where the for? 
mer flood, but of this there is no certainty. 
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Over this arcade are two pieces of marble fixed 
into it ; and on which we were told our Saviour and 
Pilate flood. Thefe pieces having been found near 
Pilate’s palace, the procurator ot the Holy 'Land 
defired them of the Pafch&, who at firft refufed him y 
but his zea! fufFered him not to take a denial, ’till 
he had obtained them, and fet them up as a monu 
ment. 

Further on this way we were {hewn the place 
where our Saviour is {aid to have fainted under the 
weight of his crofs. nt a little diftance is the place 
where the blefled Virgin, overcome with fo me- 
lancholy a fight, fell into a deliquium. According- 
ly here anciently flood a church, called II Spafmo y 
but of which now not the leaft trace is to be fcen, a 
large bath, with two arcades* having been built in it’s 
p‘ace. 

The next curiofity we were {hewn, was the houfe 
of St Veronica, who, on feeing Jefus’s face covered 
with fweat, blood, and duft, haftened out of her 
houfc, and made her way through the crowd to wipe 
it with a napkin * though not a word of this remark- 
able a£l ot tendernds is to be met with in Scripture, 
yet the napkin, faid to have been ufed on this occafion, 
is prefervtd as a moft venerable relick both at ijurin 
and Rome, whither, according to the legends. Sc 
Veronica herfelt brought it. 

Another (lory concerning it is, that Ann, daugh- 
ter of a king of Cyprus, and fpoufe to Lewis, fbn of 
Amadous, Duke of Savoy, brought this holy fudary 
from Jerufalem to Cham berry, capital of Savoy, where 
for feme years, in the month of May it was exhibited 
to pub lick view, ’till Charles Emanuel, fon of Phili- 
bert, Duke of Savoy, ' caufed it to be brought to Tu- 
rin, and depofited in the cathedral. It is pretended, 
that this fudary is im prefled with the face, and all 
the other parts of our Saviour’s body ♦, and a copy of 
it we faw on Good-Friday, hanging before the fe- 
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pulchre*, but the mere learned and intelligent are now 
pretty well agreed, that there never was lucH a wo- 
man as Veronica : but that the name is derived from 

e ords a f con, or true image of Jefus (Thrift ; 
and that the making a female faint of thefe words, 
proceeded from the cuftom of putting a woman, or 
an Angel, on thefe painted, Vera leones \ and which 
thus gave rife to the whole ftory. The more fenfible 
among the Roman Catholicks are themfelves convin- 
ced, that the whole is but a fidhon \ and worfhip on- 
ly the face of our Saviour painted on the fudary. 
Laftly, our guide fliewed us the place where Simon 
of Cyrene was compelled by the foldiers to help our 
Saviour in carrying the crofs \ but whether it was 
then within or without the city, was what they knew 
nothing of. The Jafh remarkable object fhewn us, was 
the juridical gate, and before it a pillar, on which was 
faftened the fentence of every criminal ; it is faid to 
be the fame as at the time of our Saviour’s fufferihgs, 
and ftands among heaps of rubbifh and ruins. 

Having thus feen all the relicks, and facred 
places *, and this being the day of the facred fire, as 
the Greeks and Armenians here called it, for it was 
the fixth day after Eafter, we were extremely delirous 
of being prefent at this folemnity. 

The people are made to believe, that on this day ' 
is to be feen in the church of the holy fepulchre, 
and i filling out of the grave itfelf a holy fire, a fo- 
lemnity, which, like many others of the fame kiriSl 
feems to owe its original to policy, and to be fuppor- 
ted by avarice-, for the bifhops not only fuffer the peo- 
ple to remain in this belief, but cherifh it, in order to 
draw the greater number of pilgrims to Jerufalem, and 
thus enable them to defray tbofe enormous expences, 
with which they are opprefied by the l urks. Nay, 
the intereft of the latter is concerned in maintaining 
this miracle, by reafon of the great profits accruing to 
them from the vail numbers of foreigners, whom curio- 
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fity draws hither. Some hours before the fdlemniyf 
begins, a ftranger cannot but be highly entertained 
with' the ftrange grimaces and gefticulations ufual on 
thefe occafions ; and as no pilgrim would fail of being 
prefent, the church is a fcene of confufion, We 
were feated in a gallery facing the entrance of the holy 
fepulchre ; With the fathers of the Romifh church, 
(who, by the by, are faid, to do all they can to ex- 
plode this pretended miracle) and fome Turks of 
the Pafcha’s retinue, who alfo came hither on this oc* 
cafion. 

The whole church refounded with the noife and vo- 
ciferations of a vaft multitude of people, who feemed 
frantick, running after one another, and playing fuch 
pranks, as would be more fuitabie at a carnival, and 
were certainly quite inconfiflent with the facrednefs 
of the place, and the pretended miracle.. Among 
others I obferved a man counterfeiting a dead perform, 
pofllbly intending to imitate our Saviour, being car- 
ried feveral times round the grave, and then disappea- 
red. Some carried others on their Shoulders, and Jet 
them fall on the crowd •, others again tumbled about 
the grave like tumblers on a ftage, performing a tliQu- 
fand anticks and poftures, which continually afforded 
new fubje<ft of laughter and noify applaufe. In a 
word, nothing can be imagined more grotefq’ue, wild, 

' and phantaftical, than what we faw here in any place, 
and on an occafion which fhould naturally have raifed 
ferioufnefs in thofe who believed it At lift the 
Greek clergy made their appearance, but it was with 
great confufion, that among this multitude of people, 
they went through the procetfion. The ArmeniaHs, 
Syrians, and Coptis, at that time did not join in the 
proceflion.. After this a Greek bifhop, follow’d by the 
patriarch of Armenia, and the Syrian and Coptick 
’priefts, went into the holy fepulchre, near which, at 
the fame time, the Epltropos, or vicar of the Greek 
patriarch^ placed bilftfdv pofllbly to iriftrud the 
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wniilt three or lour I uiks flood before tne^hcjly,^- 
pulchre whips* and ^laves^ .to keep.off th^ peppl^ 
thronged lor admittance. . About halt ^ quarter of 
am hour alter the above mentioned ecdefia&jtks entered, 
£fi? Gjcsfc bilhop$ ca^iie pjut >vith : 4 bqnqh ofwax; 
dies tied fagether, which Had. ibet^lighted ^ tje libiy 
SFffJ then was the height of. the tumult, ior eyery one 
,thtufting tp he the firfb to light his candle at that of 
^the bi/hop’s, they being all firmly pyrju 4 deg tr that the 
firft fire is the moft holy and pure •, and. that whatever 
it tpuche$ it does not burn. >. ^ a ■ 

y:^, v V^i LS T every one was thu<> exprefiTing hk devout 
fbr i being pofiefied of this fire or light, die 
.1 urks laid , about them without diftin&ion. But at 
tnat ;ime,no Ixrokes were , felt, the.vaptpxes, at that 
time taking away all; lenhtfioo y and thple who,' Were 
behind furiouCy leaped on the Choulders pf the fore- 
. that they might allb get thqrjbajndles lighted. 
..The cpoqlufion was,, that .foipe ofi 
among them hfted the bilhop on their fhoulders, and 

.thus;, i'W.ilP 

. pnuf.cfL, VV;tb the Armenian bilhop, or, patriarch, m«- 
ters did not : fuceeed fo yrell ■, For he .no i'ooner rrtade 
his apppyance.. with; &$/*#*; ..lights, 
crowded ; fo violently about him, that .^y tt ali,. .^t 
out, and h?i was ..obliged to,, light. %iP)aga)n'ar,rUe 
candle of a, private pilgrim, ,, Ho wqm. l|j^- 
.ed iiin) up, And he Was carried away, v/itir H ^e >i Jjanie 
formality as the W'Syjiims ^Q$^?de 

ppiuble tofte to^carry ^ie.;hply ; fiifp ^tl^cjiapels, 
j“ <#ik8 to light their.- }amps wjth and tb^injan 


k- j? ~i ! *“fnr 

ihi^, .accordmgnto their refcetfive,*^, 

epd^^urjro perfuade- one, 6cr?d 


M m burrn if cqrtaipiy a (m 
Yjng;myfelf obferved, that feveral, by crowding, 
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tH6 Laf?rt ] df n Romiffi CHtfrcBJ' 1 ^ 
at pteft^t gtyejiW cr/dit to the miracle, tdlci'rhe, h;d\tf- 
ever, that it had ’ 6hcc ihdeed the not ^orif- 

fumhig-, * that is, at tliti ’tifee when thb ( fc^8fcs Stiti 
oriief'GHfiftiith^ : 'rt'crw’- fyflt ' into diftirift 
were united with the duirth 

the time of the fchifm, and confequenly k long while 
firlce, this mifacle has eealed, and that nowithieiwito|c 
procefs is mere juggle and delufion. j - : ; 1 *- ri:n 
Possibly were ail the comnnmities, who afe Kete 
in polleflion of the reiicks, of facred places, d : hfOtcially- 
in a good underftandingy this miracle would npt be 
ib much decried by the Latin or Roman dCrgyV elpe- 
dally' if they were to come in for a ffiare of the pro- 
mts ariftrig , 'trdrn * it *, it being undeniable, that iftthe 
church of Rome there are many luch miracles contri- 
ved by the dergy, and the belief of them folefe^y- 
inculcated ' into the people,' which are yet much mote 
"difficult to be believed; and, among many others; 1 the 
diquefadtion of the blood of St Januarius^ 1 pn ; jtV$e- 
?ng placed near his head. And the \4ear of the jpa- 
triarcb of the Greeks, to whom I once merttiohed 2 this 
Opinion of the abovementioned father, 1 ' vefyfpef ti- 
ne ntly "ailtfwered, if this -miracle, as they -them fefees 
'bwrt; Was^ formerly 1 real, why can it' not 
take place^ the fancltty of tile fcpulchre aridtfte dmreh. 



plCafure, that an Englifhman ventured tb bribe* die 
'Turks* who’ kept the door of the holy ftfpplc life, kiid 


by means of a flint and (led ; and whidVfe at 1 dll 
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impracticable here : I even believe, that they who are * 
unacquainted with the feci;et, and go in with the 
bilhops, may be very eafily impofed ori, by reafon of 
the darknefs of the place, all the lamps and candles 
being put out, that there is not the lead appearance of 
light Nor is the fraud a little favoured by- theta- * 
mult of the people, juft at the time when the bifhops 
enter the holy fepulchre, as it prevents the ftrokea ofc 
the flint, the inftrument in this operation, from being 
heard. 

As to the continuance of this pretended miracle, or 
delufion, the commonalty, who blindly give credit to 
it, and honeftly fwallow whatever their priefts fay, are* 
are not fo much in fault as the patriarchs and bilhops, 
Thefe indeed, as treacherous fhepherds, fcandaioqfly 
abufe the wellrineant credulity of the fheep entrufted 
to their care, and thus inftil into them the moft ri- 
diculous fictions. But furely the Romilh clergy (hould 
have well confidered their own practices, before they fo 
openly ridiculed this miracle of the Greeks, . 

, We alfo now fa w feveral other particular procef* 
Sons of the Armenians, Coptis, and Syrians, .round the 
holy fepulchre. And thus. ended: this folemnity,. be-i 
gun in confufion, conducted by deceit, and concluded 
with fuperftition. , . . * • 

Som e days after an opportunity offering of going 
in company with feveral ecclefiafticks, and others* tQ; 
Bethlehem, and the neighbourhood, whefo we , syer^ 
fure of feeing every thing remarkable, we wiph plea- 
fure embraced it; and this journey fhall. make fub- 


jeCt of the following chapter* 
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W E left Jerufalem in company with fome £ccle- 
Tiafticks, and other perfons, but could not 
take the ufual road of the pilgrims, on account of a 
contagious diftemper raging in fome of the neighbour- 
ing places, and the inteftine wars among the villages. 
Thus we were hindered from viiiting the church and 
convent of the holy crofs belonging to the Greeks, 
and which, according to’ them. Hands on the fpot 
where the tree grew out of which our Saviour’s crofs 
was formed. 

» On our departure from the city we paffed near the 
fuppofed pool of Bethefda, or, according to the wri- 
ter of the Itinerarium Hierofolipitanum, Bethfaida; and 
on the right a ruined tower, where, according to the 
tradition, old Simeon refided,- who, with the infant 
Jefus in his arms, repeated that beautiful hymn re- 
corded by St Luke. The adjacent country is well* 
cultivated, and exhibits a very beautiful appearance* 
barley growing among the rocks up to the very fum- 
mits of the mountains. We proceeded along the foot 
of an eminence, on the top of which was a fmall viL 
lage called Villa Salat a * 1 ’ * : ' 1 : *■ r * 

About two hours farther brought us tothecon^ 
vent of St John. This ftrudture exceeds fcvery thing 
in the Holy Land : it is a modern (truefcure, built aL 
ter the plan of a Spanifh ecclefiaftick, at that time 
procurator of of the Holy Land, but whofe knowledge 
extended to things not immediately belonging to his 
profeflion. A (lately church had been before eredled 
here, but being ruined by the enemies of Chriftianity, 
the remains of it now only ferve as a fall for cattle. 

• ' - A a 4 At 
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anomfoifff/WH clwch i$jn the nriddic of .the con- 
vent, and it’s cupola is particular ly< ^leganri: it has 
• o * Pavement oi very beautiful moiaic or. inlaid 
work >.in it arc three tine pieces ot painting* one re- 
preienungthe virgin’s flight into Egypt, and the two 

r Ciabriti and Michael, But the mole 

piendid part is a cave, laid to have been die habita- 
tjon or John the Baptiff, during his autarkies in the 
c ert. It is now a chapel oi lurprifwg beauty % the 
very lteps leading to it are of a curious workmanfhip ; 
and betides a variety ot other exquifue embeliifhmems, 
^ s mofaic floor is univedally admired. 

Un der the altar is fliewn the very fpot where John 
the Baptift is faid to have been born, and on which is 
a marble Aar in railed work *, and in the centre of it a 
Small porphyry ftone a little projecting, to indicate the 
place, and which the pilgrims kifs with vtry fervent 
devotion. On the walls are fome very well executed 
baho relievo’s of the hiitory of 6c John, as the vdit of 
.17 to Elizabeth, the birth of John, his preaching 
m the wildcards, the baptifm of Chrift in the Jordan.; 
ana Jaftly, the decollation ot St John : and in anothdr 
chapel oi this church, near die altar, is a large Aenc, 
on wdiich it is pi e tended St Jo^dftg^Qxwhtna/he 

P re * ched ' audooal cjiu il 

Ihe vnmge near the convent is^by the Chri Akins 
called St Jonn, and by the Arabians Aincureb, but 
Jit;le corresponds with it’s elegant coi^nbi,^f)n§Aiijg 
only ot a lew wretched houies and hntsdnkabifctd.b^ 
.psafants. 
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Formerly this was a city, though jtfa ifmyente 
not mentioned by the EvangeliAs, who only lay, that 
Mary went from Nazareth to a city in the, hill coum 
try to vifit Elizabeth. In it are Aiii ieen the ruirujfrf 
a large edifice, not improbably an ancient CbriAifcn 
church ; but this poor village afforded us a light wh 
We had never feen before ; for in the evening the pea- 
fants were ifll bufled in driving their cattle to the top* 
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of their ichotfi^nto'ifeeUre 1 ih<^ ; fftfth 3 8S$? ‘ incurfions 

.from « aloquo a*n bna 

bkl^Niah«M>to|li of <a w^atai^ fefeaK*^ ^6fiv6i^ we 
obfervetP feme ruinsr l^cfe^a^dHiidg to ttr current 
'■craditron^are'qhg fem&iftS ofihe tombs ttf 
bees, but the ecckfuft icks^wh^P Wer6 
us to the tontdry, arid a>iIi^^ 4 i2cSed 
: Medin a and this- indeed ^ agreeable to tKrhrft j^Lk 
" of the Maccabees^ m ' Jo hquu ** won ai JJ *Tit>tovl 

r qi The enemies of this village being 
, tain tra&, com m on) y cal led ' the W i Iderntfsv whefe/St 
John is faid to have preached, and to have kd 'a hfe^bf 
exemplary mortification, dt was thought' not 'ad ifijeable 
J or us to go thither* This fpdt is ealkd thc’VpIj&f -» 

, nefs, from it’s being hemmed 1 in on all fidcs betwixt 
the moumainSi other wife it is very well laid ; ofit, and 
produces conv winev and oik in great abundance. J 
\yji Her b St John is faid to have tiled iocuits tor 'pajt 
of: his foodf though many are of opinion, that Hereby 
i&itoov meant . f the infect Of that name, 1 Tut a" kind of 
bean growing on a tree iftThis wildernefs, and in the 
Hebrew called by the fame nartie as the animal. This 
tree aifcngrows in the neighbourhood of Tunispand 
the Turks in thofe countries are great admirers of it’s 
fruit. Jacobus de Vitriaco, in his Hiltor. Hierofoi. 
cap. ?LIIL relates, that an ecclefiaflick of that coun- 
try (hewed him the trait of a (hrub^ whith he called 
^ndgufta, Or locuft, as growing gfe& pleitty, 
and- waiwhat Si John lived on - ' * ' ' / 1 * ' Kf V 
It is a cuftom here to have a mark made lit ;thb 
ariiTf and this is done with fiich (kill, as froWt&V&ffirthe 
kail pain or inconvcniency . 1 ' This cuftofii dbtaihs in 
feverai places of the Levant and muft bdVWy^ahti- 
ent. : Virgil making mention of it, in-the fourth book 
<^"his A£neid^ veif. 146 r and likewfle Pomponius 
Mela, Lib. XXL ■-*: / ; :hh a.rii md < rtw'to 

: Th e artifts have patterns ’Of all kindf Of figure! 
and the procefs of the operation* is as fiillifw? : ^iter a 

perl’on 
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perfon has rnadc choice of ithe pattern','- being rubbed 
over with fmalbcoal duft, it is imprinted on the arm, 1 
dr any other part, then at is pricked with two very fine 
needles dipt in a kind of ink made of wine, bullock** 5 
gall, and gunpowder and the pricking 1 >is done with 
fuch difpatch, and dexterity, as not to draw a Angle 
drop of blood •, then the place marked is rubbed over 
with ink, * and afterwards . wafhed with warm water, 
which concludes the procefs. 
j On the declivity of a mountain, not far from the 
village of St John, and about a fhort mile from the 
convent, is a houfe and cloyfter, though now almoft 
indrely ruined, faid to be Elizabeth's country-houfe, 
and the place where fhe refided when Mary came to 
yifit her ; for her to wn-houfe ftood on the prefent Ike 
of the convent of St John, it being the common per- 
fuafion here, that Zacharias, Elizabeth’s hufband, and 
one of the chief priefts, was alfo a perfon of fuch plen- 
tiful cireumftances, as to have both a town and coun^ 
try-houfe.)! The ecdefiafticks who were with us went 
down into a cave to perform their devotions, as the 
place where the holy virgin found Elizabeth, and ut* 
ter’d the magnificat, or hymn recorded by St Luke. 
The Arabians likewife went to prayers under a tree: 

•j In this ruined cloyfter is a fpring which contributes 
to the fertility of the neighbouring valley, and fop- 1 
plies both the convent and’village with water. 
ancient city is now reduced to this mean village^ thb*- 
faid formerly to have extended feveral miles, and that 
one of it’s gates flood near this fpring. 

. Befides Arabians, here are alfo feveral' ChrHlian^ 
who, however, in feme capacity or other, are fefrvanti 
to the convent, and -the whole village may be faid to 
be greatly benefited by the liberal! ty*bf the fathers; 
and it muft be owned^ thamho relief of the poof 
about them is one of the chief advantages of fuch rdi* 
gious communities. • J 1 ; . : . 
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We fet’out by moon-light*- feme timrhefbre break 
of day, for fear of meeting with enemies, having alfo 
with us two-Xurks, one in the front, and the: other in< 
the rear, that no per Ion might come near us, 1 on act 
count of the infe#;ion.f After paffing a very 
mountain we entered a good road, leading along -well 
cultivated hills and vales. » t -* • , i^Mlo.vv-b 

From the top of a high mountain we perceived a- 
large plain, with feveral tumuli, faid to be the remain- ? 
ders of fortifications of the Ifraelites, thrown up againft 
thele hills. We afterwards crofifed a traft of ploughs 
ed land, in which is feme ruined ftonerwork, as a > 
memorial of the place where Mofes’s fpies met with 
the large clutter of grapes mentioned in die thirteenth 
chapter of Numbers but the Arabians have commit-, 
ted fuch ravages all over the country, that at prefent 
there is not the lead appearance of a vineyard. 

..Not far:, from hence we faw St Philip’s Ipring * 
and near it a village of the fame name. > This pafies 
for the place where Philip baptized the* treafurer of: 
queen Candace, mentioned in the eighth chapter of the 
Afts. Not far from this fpring are the ruins of a 
church, faid to have been built by St Helena. >« 

We now entered the way leading to this fpring, 
and which the virgin is faid to have travelled in her 
flight to Egypt., It is every where fo very rugged and 
ftony, that it feems next to impoflib’e, that it fliould 
have been practicable to the treafurer’s chariot. How* 
ever this difficulty is removed by faying, that this road, 
though there is little fign of- it,, was much better than 
at prefent, proper care being taken of it,; whereas the 
Arabians negleCt thofe things, as with their fure foot- 
ed horfes they can travel any where. 

; At fome diftance between two mountains, very in- 
duftrioufiy cultiyated, we came in fight of the quarries 
jvhich furnilhed the amazing pillars for the church at 
Bethlehem ; and loon after left on our right-hand 3. 
pretty large village called Boetefe Clacli, or Boticella, 
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inhabited only by Greeks, r yhe church, which we 
only law at a di fiance, is built in the form of a dome ; 
anift^jicighbouring country his an afpeft of plenty 
and induflry, efpecially the valley of Sennacherib, fo 
called from that prince’s army incamping here, when 
an angel deflroyed, in a fingle night, one hundred 
and fourfeore and five thoufand men. 

This vale extends about an hour, but is fo very 
narrow, that the difpofition of a camp in thofe days 
muft have been very different from ours. At laft we 
came to the hill on which Bethlehem is built •, but the 
peftilence which at this time raged, would not allow 
us to enter the place in our way to the convent. 

Bethlehem, formerly called the city of David, 
is now an open country -town, and the houfes very 
mean, but the fituation incomparably pleafant; being on 
all fides ihrrounded with hills and vallies, and covered 
with corn and other vegetables, efpecially fine planta- 
tions of olive-trees. The convent lies at the end of 
the town, and to me feemed to have been formerly a 
fortrefs with flout walls and gates ; but at prefent 
both are m ruins. 

Being informed that the covent was crouded with 
pilgrims, who were on their departure, we judged it 
advifeable, as a precaution againft the contagion, to 
wait a while, ’till they were retired. Accordingly we 
firft vifited the blefied virgin’s cave, a, fin all di- 
ftance from the convent •, fo called, as bem^jtnip ,(upi 
pofed place where (lie concealed herfelf with the infant 
Jefus, at the maffacre of the childretiw Bethleherri, 
a little before her flight into Egypt. T ** ^ q O T JT 

This cave is very fpacious, and daily enlarging for 
the fake of a very white kind of chalk (tone, and this 
extraordinary whitenefs the people here, and many 
thoufands of others, believe to be derived from fome 
drops of the virgin’s milk.,, which happened to fall on 
the ground whilft fhe was fuckling her infant. 
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and to this expence the Turks jointly J contrioute. 
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Under the altar is a imall crofs, with a niiuble laffib 
burning before 

Jh TH E pil&nhls 1 being gone, we repaired tfc3 ffiep&tf- 
vent, where bur eyes were firft faluted Vith^a heab oif 
ruins, occafioned by a late earthquake/' The church 
of St Maria di Progeflio, or of the Manfor, is n6t only 
large, but one of the fineft in all the Holy Land jff has 
Four rows of Corinthian pillars, and which, though df 
a furprizing height and diameter, are each formed! out 
of a fingle block of reddifh {tone more compaftitid 
Hard than marble itfelf. ^ ; 1 \ V" <0 z " 01 ? 

* -{iE R % is alfo a fubterraneous chapel, faid tbbir fori 
merly a cave, and the place where our Saviour wa^ 
born. There are two entrances into it. by a flight bf 
Tixteen handfome fteps, and on the left-hand of the 



e^prefs his belief of what He faid, allured “U& ft ‘Wafc 
the very lpdf where Tefus was born. On it ! is iaicFa 
marble Surrounded with a filver glory 1 , With the 
ioitowipe ( infeription #i * , 
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Under one of the altars is a reddifh ftone, which 
the pilgrims kifs with great devotion, pretending that 
they difcern on it a woman in a kneeling pofture, with 
an infant lying before her. Here they likewife fhew the 
manger in which our Saviour was laid, and the place 
where the holy virgin was fitting when the eaftern wife 
men came to worfhip the divine infant. 

In the floor of this' chapel are feveral curious pieces 
of marble, part of which the ecclefiafticks have broken 
oft, to fave the whole from being carried away by the 
Turks. And it is from the fame apprehenfion that this 
chapel wants many ornaments becoming fo remarkable 
a place. It at prefent belongs to the Latin Chriftians, 
to whom it was transferred from the Greeks, at the 
requeft of the devout marquis De Chateauneuf, the 
French ambafiador at the Porte ; fo the Franks only, 
can celebrate mafs here, though it is free for all Chrifti- 
ans indifcriminately to vifit it, on pulling off their fhoes. ■ 

Near this chapel, or the cave of the Nativity, are 
fome others, but the entrance of which only lies thro* 
the convent ; as that of St Jofeph, our Saviour’s fo-. 
fter-father: that of the innocents, fo called from a 
number of young children, who in the time of Herod, 
being concealed here with their mothers, were both 
(lain and buried there ; likewife thofe of St Eufebius of 
Cremona, of St Paula, and of St Euftochia her daugh- 
ter, and of St Jerom. 

In the chapel of St Paula and Euftochia, who were 
both ladies of diftindtion at Rome, which they left for 
a life of devotion and mortification, in the cave of 
our Saviour’s nativity, are the following verfes cut in 
marble, compofed by St Jerom, on their extraordinary 
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Afpicis Augufturn precifa rupe fepulchrum. 

Hofpitium Paula eft cccleftia regna tenentis. 

Fratrem , cognat os, Rom am, patriamque relinquens 
Divitias, Sobolem , Bethkemiti conditur antro . 

The 
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The .fubftance of which is, here you fee a ftately 
iepulchre hewed in a rock *, it is the manfion of Pau* 
la, an- inhabitant of the kingdom of heaven. She left 
brothers, relations, Rome, and her country, riches*' 
and off-fpring, and now lies in a cave at Bethlehem. 

' And on the fide of the altar are alfo the following. 

. 1 * 

Scipio quam genuit Paul* fuser e parentes 
Gracchorum foboles , Agamemnonis inclyta proles 
' Hoc jacet in tumulo. Paul am dixere prior es 
Euftochii genetrix : Romani prima fenatus y 
' Pauperiem Chrifii 6? Bethlemica rura fequuta. 


Which may be thus rendered : In this tomb lies, 
the daughter of Scipio, the off- fpring of the Gracchi^ 
an illuftrious defcendant of Agamemnon, Paula, the 
mother of Euftochia. The firft of the Roman fenate, 
who imitated the poverty of Chrift, and preferred 
Bethlehem to all other places. 


^ * » * * * * 

In the convent is alfo a handfome church dedicated 

to St Catharine, and the convent itfelf is roofed with a 
fine terras, from whence there is a view of all the 
neighbourhood of Bethlehem *, and adjoining fo the. 

convent of the Franks, are like wife thofe of the Ar- 

; . * . ■ . > 'mm - 

menians. , 

In the way to Hebron lie the celebrated fountains, 
refervoirs, and gardens, faid to have been made by 
king Solomon, and in which hetookfuch great de- 
light *, and to thefe he is thought to allude, when, 
among other marks of his fplendor, he mentions gar- 
dens, pools of water, vineyards, and orchards planted! 
with all kinds of fruits. But we were advifed not to 
go farther, the inhabitants of Hebron being declared 
enemies of the Franks, ever lince an Englifhman un- 
fortunately rod over a child. And thefe Hebronit;es, 
who are the moft malignant and vindictive of all the 
peafants about Jerufalem, will not be pacified, but by 

the 
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the blood of a Frank , being through revenge for an 
unhappy accident, difpofed to commit a deliberate 
murder* Thefe fountains of Solomon lie about half 
an hour from Bethlehem. 

W e left Bethlehem with fome regret, being by the 
Contagion, and the enmity lately broken out between 
it’s inhabitants and the neighbouring villages, hinder- 
ed from taking a view of the fevcral curiofities in and 
about it. . 

3 * * . 1 ■* 

After travelling about a mile in our return, we 
flopped near a, piece of water, called David’s Well ; 
and were afllired, that this was the well, lor a draught 
of which the royal prophet lb ardently longed when 
he fought with the Phili Hines. From an eminence a 
little farther, we were (hewed a large plain, planted 
with olive-trees, and faid to be the place where the 
' fhepherds received the glad tidings of Chrift’s nati- 
vity*, ^ • 'iuH. ■ 

Near it is the fhepherd’s cave, and likewife the 
village where they lived, together with the ruins of a 
convent and church built by St Paula who. died here. 
The adjacent country is well cultivated, and exhibits 
a veiy agreeable appearance. 

A little farther eaftward we faw the place called 
Engqfc inhere David cut oft a piece of Saul’s robe 
in tbe^cave, and near it a craggy mountain, com- 
monly known by the name of the Franks mountain; 
as on the taking of Jerufalem by the Mahometans, 
they a^e faid to have retired thither, and to have de- 
fended themfelves, during forty years •, accordingly 
there are ftill on it feveral of their fortifications, and a 
way hewn through the rock leading up to the fum- 
mit ; but the greateft part of thefe works are now in 
ruins. 

Near the road we faw a beautiful fubterraneous 
aqueduct, leading from king Solomon’s refervoirs, 
and faid to have extended to the temple which that 
prince built at Jerufalem. 

A LITTLE 
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A little farther on our left-hand, were feveral 
Ttirkiih burial places, and among them a ftrudlure 
with a cupola, which has all the appearance of a re- 
cent building, and we were told flood on the very 
fpot where Rachel was interred. 

Further on, we flruck a little off the road to a 
field, in fearch ot fmall round ftones, laid to refemble 
peafe, 'and thefe, according to tradition, were petrified 
by the bleffed virgin •, the owner ot the field having 
refufed to give her any when fhe complained of hun- 
ger. Small flones we indeed found, but imagination 
muff have a confiderable fhare in forming an opinion 
that they had any refemblance to peafe ; and I think 
there mud be a great deal of faith, or rather of 
fimple credulity, to believe the origin of thefe ftones. 
We were at the fame time given to underftand, that 
there had been fuch vaft quantities of thefe truly 
precious ftones gathered, that they were become very 
fcarce. But, however this be, according to Longi- 
nus, in his Hi ft or. lapid. figurat. Helvet. fuch ftones are 
likewife found in Switzerland. 

A t length we arrived at St Elias’s convent, where 
the Greek papas, or priefts, received us with great 
courtefy. This convent refembles a caftle or fortrefs, 
being built in this manner as a defence againft the af- 
faults of the Arabians *, for the hopes of plunder fre- 
quently ftimulates thofe banditti to attack fuch places 
of devotion •, and the good guardian himfelf Ihewed 
us a very fevere wound in one of his hands, which 
he received in vigoroufly defending the entrance of 
the convent. 

The church of the convent receives it’s light 
through a beautiful cupola, and within it is a (lately 
monument of one of their bifhops, with an Arabic 
infcription. On the rock, leading to the convent, 
we were fhewn the impreftion of Elijah, who, as they 
\ fay, left it -here in memory of a comfortable reft he 
;• had enjoyed after an extreme -fatigue. There -is, in-. 
" Vol.I. B b deed. 
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deed, a kind of imprefllon, about the length of a 
man, but in a form very little refembling the human 
body. However, on exprefiing our. opinion, we re- • 
ceived for anfwer, that the Arabians had disfigured « 
the i in prefiion. 

: Such imprefiions are feen in other places, which 
favours a fufpicion, that they might be the work of 
ecclefiafticks, whofe exceflive zeal induced them to 
commit fuch pious frauds, in order to excite a greater 
veneration in the hearts of thofe who vifited 'the holy 
places. But, however this be, the ecclefiafticks in 
our company fell on their knees, and touched the in> 
prefiion with their rofaries. 

Soon after leaving the convent, we pafied near 
two ruined walls, laid to be the remains of the houfe 
of the prophet Habakkuk, from whence an angel 
carried him to Babylon, to relieve Daniel in the lion’s 
den. Some mention is made of this houfe of Ha- 
bakkuk, at the couclufion of the apocryphal ftory of 
Bell and the Dragon. 

W e next came to the well, where the ftar appeared 
to the eaftem Magi, and at a fmall diftance trom it 
our companion Ihewed us the place, where the holy 
virgin is faid to have refted herfelf under a turpentine 
tree, when fhe was bringing her infant to be preferr- 
ed to the Lord in the temple ; but this turpentine 
tree has. long fince been carried away by the prevalent 
fondpefs • for relicks, and a fig-tree planted in it’s 
place ; for by repeated trials it was found that no tur- 
pentine-tree would grow there . 

In the profecution of our journey, we pafied die 
valley of Rephaim, which according to Jofephus, 
was. in his time the common road. 

This valley is celebrated for the fignal victory 
gained by David over the Philiftines ; it lies in the 
way from Jerufalem to Bethlehem, and is not above 
two hours ride from the former. 

• • | 
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On* our approaching near the walls of Jerufalem 
we were obliged to flop, on account of a large Tur- 
kifh caravan returning from Hebron to Jerufalem, 
at the head of which marched feveral perfons carrying 
banners in their hands. We faw among them abun- 
dance of children, who had juft been circumcifed. 

This pilgrimage the Turks carefully perform an- 
nually ; going thither to vifit the monuments of the 
patriarchs Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob. On our re- 
turn to Jerufalem, , we were obliged to wait fome 
hours in the garden of the convent of Quarantine, as 
coming from infedted places ; on which account we 
were copioufly incenfed or perfumed. What little 
time we had was employed in vifiting the other re- 
markable curiofities in the neighbourhood of Jeru- 
falem, which (hall be defcribed in the following 
chapter. ' 


— 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Accounts of feveral holy places in the neighbour - 
hood of Jerusalem, as Bethany, the mount 
oj Olives, mount Zion, the garden of Geth- 
semane, . a?id the fepulchres of the kings, *f 
Israel ; together with a brief defcription of 
the ceremonies nfed at the confecration of a 
Greek bijhop. * 

■ *; 

O N going out of the city, through St Stephen's 
gate, we law near it a large refervoir, quite' 
dry, called th z Pifcina Probatica, orfheep pool. It 
is near an hundred paces in length, and 4 fixty in 
breadth, and extends almoft to the place 1 where the , 
front of Solomon’s tern-pie flood* St Stephen’s gate 
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is io called from ‘the firft martyr Stephen, havmg 
been Honed ata fmall diftance from it; before which 
it was- called the *fheep gate,'i Near ic the Turks have 
their fepukhres, ort one of which, wefaw an inftance 
oi that abfurd euftom of hiring women to mourn for 
the dead.;* A little without this gate^ they pretend to 
fliew the exa6t fpot where St Stephen '^expired, and 
even infift that the impreflion of his knees and fhoul- 
ders are Hill imprinted on the rock. L At a fmall di- 
ftance is a well, into which, they fay*; his body was 
thrown; and add; that by divine infpiration his remains, 
together with thofe <of St Gamaliel, Nicodem us* and 
Bibonius, were difeovered ■ « by an ecclefiaftic * in the 
time of the Emperor Honorius. - • 1 * 

Beyond this* in our way to Bethany, we were 
fliewnithe’ place, A where - the fig-tree - grew which 
withered at our Saviour’s imprecation^- Near it are 
the remains of Simon the leper’s houje ; and farther 
up the mountain,' tbe mhiscxf the* caftle of Lazarus, j 
Who is heredaid to have^been the proprietor and lord 
of - Bethany. **-'• *. bvJ'na « i oj L»rj>i ^lLkj l 

A t feme diftance, We defcended twenty-eight fteps 5 
into Lazarus’s fepulchrey which is hewn in- the rock, 
but greatly injured by ttftfje; -‘The firiT compartment 
is a mdb chamber, and from it a paftage. heading- to 
another*r4ft which is^ani altar, faid to iiand on^the 
very fpot ^whence LazatUs was i^aifed byiouf Saviour, 
and where ftill lies the^e^ (lone- he ordered^ be re- 
moved frOm-the graven btMafff is - Oclfebrared^ twice a 
year on the akar.* -nj gnisd h ,yyA a'lijoivnd w b 
This fepukhre lies in? Bfethany j at that tim&a town 
of note, but at prefent a mean village* inhabited only 
by poorpeafants. < A little farther t^y- ft*ewed*xis-the 
foundations of Martha and Mary’ahoufe* with U fine 
well hewn hi the rock ; likewife aftone-on which our 
Saviour i* laid to have* *efted kill «hcwwo> lifters were 
informed of his comtng.bn Here wc found the chiefs 
of the peafants of Bethany* keeping averyftritt guard 

for 
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for preventing the^ Arabians from foraging among 
the fields of barley * :They were encamped under 
imall; tents of black goatsfkios;?^When pafturc.iails 
here,; they remove to the valiies between the moun- 
tains, where nature,’ fup plies them with wtdter*/ and 
they endeavoUr to procure provifions? by robbery and 
violence^ We however vifited their camp,* where we 
were very, civilly entertained* and a partyj Ordered to 
conduct us in our return, r > o i ! 'fi zia : 

T h e next place we vifited was the mount of. Olives, 
and in our journey paffed through Betbphage, from 
whence our Saviour made his triumphant entrance in- 
to Jerufalenv In afcending the mount of Olives, we 
faw St Pelagia’s cave, which the Turks have now 
ibut up, without admitting any to enter it, pretend- 
ing that fhe had been a notorious woman, but repent^ 
ing of her debauched manner of living, withdrew hi- 
ther in maji ; s apparel, that fhe might not be known, 
and died here by her exceflive mortifications. > The 
next object that engaged our attention was a fragment 
of a pillar, faid to be erfted as a memorial of the place 
where the angel Gabriel foretold the blefled virgin the 
violent death her fon was to fuffer../ . 

H a vi ng reached the top of the mountain, 3 t large 
door was opened, through which we entered roto a 
fpacions places where the Turks, at the qjcpenCe of 
the European ecclefiafticks, have built rrrojque 

in the form of a dome - Here we €^fervfed# 4 jertain 
hone, on which they pretend is the impreifiop of one 
of our Saviour’s feer, it being the ftooe 0^1 which he 
ftood at his afeenfion. . There was,, they iky* origi- 
nally the imprefiion ot both his feet ; buf; tbe^Tutks, 
iti Teems^/vhavc- carried away onA part 1 of l the; -ftp ae * 
which they ftili keep irt the moique built onjth^ ^ci- 
ent fiteof Solomon’s temple.. Here. was formeriy a 
church* ihfct now. ah that: remains is the fragment of a 
pillar, on which it is pretended the Apofbesifat when 
pur. SayiQur was/,taken ;«p into heaven 2 -ahd to this 
; v ' B b 3 day 
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day the pillar is called, The pillar of the men of 
Galilee . 

I n our defcent from the mountain we faw the place, 
faid to be that where our Saviour, furveying Jerufa- 
lem, was fo affedled for the calamities of it’s approach- 
ing defolation, that he wept over it, and broke out 
into that pathetick exclamation of pity for it’s mife- 
ries, recorded in the gofpel. Not far from hence is a 
pillar, faid to have been eredled to denote the place 
where our Saviour foretold the laft judgment; and 
very near it, the place where he compofed the Lord’s 
Prayer. We were alfo led into a cave, fupported by 
twelve arches, and were allured, that the Apoftles 
here drew up the twelve articles of the Creed. 

A little lower we entered a large cave, divided 
into various apartments, in which were feveral fepul? 
chres, commonly called the fepulchres of the prophets; 
and thefe are faid to have opened at the very inftant 
our Saviour expired on the crofs. This place com- 
mands a very fine profpedt over Jerufalem, and Solor 
icon’s temple, or rather, the fuperb mofque now {land- 
ing there. 

A f e w days after we made another tour, going out at 
Bethlehem gate, near which is a ruined caftle, but which 
never belonged to king David, as they here pretend. 
We pafled on to Zion gate, where we were fhewn 
Bathfheba’s bath, but how it acquired that name, I 
know not ; for according to the account of our guide, 
David’s palace was iituated at too great a diftance, for 
him to have feen that beautiful woman *, much lefs to 
have been fo violently affedled with her charms. 
Near mount Zion we faw the burial-places of the 
Franks; and alfo thofe of the Greeks and Arme- 
nians. 1 

Not far from hence, on the fpot where once Caia- 
phas, the high-prieffs palace flood, is a church of 
the Armenians, and under the great altar a (lone, faid 
to have been laid over our Saviour’s fepulchre ; but 
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the devotion of the pilgrims in breaking off pieces 
from it, has rendered it neceffary to cover it with 
morrar. 

Near the altar of this church is a fmall chapel, in 
which our Saviour is laid to have been confined ; and 
againlt the wall a baffo relievo of a cock, denoting the 
place where St Peter denied his mailer. 

This church is ftirrounded with a very high wall, 
and on it the apartments for the papas or priefts. This 
wall appears to have been ere&ed very lately, the Ara- 
bians having entered the convent, and maffacred all 
the papas. 

This building is indeed on mount Zion, but pro- 
perly on that part of it lying without the city ; the 
original walls were built by a Geneofe, > in the time of 
the Emperor Selim, who was defirous that all mount 
Zion Hiould be inclofed 'within them ; but being in- 
formed of the architect’s commiffion, he ordered him * 
to be put to death. 

Near the palace of Caiaphas is another ftrudture, 
which once belonged to the Franks, and was an ele^ 
gant convent, but they were expelled on the falfe in- 
finuations of a Turkifh ecclefiaftick. 

This bigotted prieft, out of zeal for his own wor 1 
fhip, wrote to Conftantinople, that the convent of the 
Franks, by reafon of it’s advantagious fituation on 
mount Zion, might very eafily ferve, in time of war^ 
for a caftle, which would command the whole city. 

In return for this information, which was equally falfe 
and malicious, he was rewarded with a commiffiort 
from the emperor, to drive the Franks from their 
convent. Accordingly he fent for the procurator, and 
gave him to underftand, that it was in his power to 
caufe him and all his ecclefiallicks to remove inftant- 
ly : and on the procurator’s fhewing a furprize, prddu 1 
' ced his commiffion ; adding, that he would not pqt 
it in execution, if a hundred thoufand piafters : wer£ 
paid in a few days. ' * ’ 
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The father procurator, vmmedkrdy'pe^ceived the 
intention, and being little inclineditofTpi^ithe fum, as 
not affording him the Ifcaft Security againfb any future 
exactions, refufed toliften^tohis de^natui; oh which 
theTurkiih ecclefiaftick cxefautledius cahaani^ion with 
the utmoft rigour. <■:: ihwjdii sw n:di 

Bu t the fathers foon found a convenient opportuni- 
ty of making a new fettlement here, : which was by 
purchafing the lands of . the convent of St Salvator, 
the greateft part of which jbelonged to thp Georgians * 
who for want of fupport wfere obliged to quit the holy 
places. This convent is now the refidence .of the 
Franks. , v. !;■ •. >». i 


.The father guardian, fince this expulfion, ftill re- 
tains the poft of cufto$,'Or keeper of. amount Zion, 
„ though the Turks do not at prefent fuffer the Chrifti- 
: ans to fet their foot on it, having converted into a 
molque the magnificent church built by St Helena, 
and which fhe dedicated to the twelve Apoftlcs. 

This church is faid to have been eredted on the ve- 
ry place where oUr Saviour eat the- paffover with his 
difciplcs, and appeared to them after his^refurreclion. 
St James was alio here afterwards conieerated bifhop 
of Jerufalem. *This is likewife faid to belthe place 
where the Holy Ghoft, at the time 6f tPefttecoft; de- 
fended on the Apoftlcs in thq form afddven>tcxigues 
of fire. Here too St . Matthias; Wasacbofembne^of the 


twelve. Apoftles*,, and St 3tepheo*Twi£fe tfix ptfaers, 
appointed deacons; , * *A nothe r Id rc urn fiance wh i ch ren - 
ders this place ftiii mox^rdm^ablgri^iihafcHitfciec.the 
Apoftlea fied. from the, petfecution of kthg’ Agrippa>i 
The firft council was likewifeihcMjipithlsIpIade, 
and hcr^ tod the Sift; mate was faidytTcteraandl John 
,officiating on^the,day jrf,Pentecoft,iiE^e will Relieve 
, the church of Rome*; ; ; yiw // asodq vtjv olorft 
^ NeIaEo the. i place where iiouft %vi6iwbcelebrated 
: the . Eaflbver , ,is. fdd:...tp'teftiU.iTtrtainin|; the Tepul- 
chrfi of king Manafieh^ and :at a i littlp-diftance they 
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fhew the place where they pretend, thp laitito fcaft- 
ed for the laft fupper.* *: >j; i Lru c noitn3?ai 

Without the church is (hewn the fpobwlterdcthe 
. Apoftles took leave of each other, a 
ted to preach the Gofpel in the 
world. Here we likewife faw fome fragmeutsiofethe 
foundations of a church, laid to be bdilt oriutse^lace 
where the virgin’s houfe £bood*::and thodgh: fev$&l 
judicious perfons affirm?* that (he was fey/ dofi- 

veyed to Ephefus, and there died, in a y^ry . advanced 
age ; yet it is the general opiniofi* that ffee bfoatihed 
her laft in Jerufalem, and lies feuried -Very near the 
city. They here defired us to take notice of feveral 
foundations of the city of David* .and theicknals hewn 
in the rock which aredftiil entire. On ilmpodtaift^iear 
this place Hands a village called •Ma&Ceihcilj %«a the 
high prieft Caiaphas aiTemblingcthe rhifef TrbeiDOfrthe 
Jews there, in order to ddibemeton^the beft mea&res 
for putting Chrift to death! h^ijDpibab ft ihidw 

In the valley, which weonexti palled through, we 
faw feveral ancient fepukhres of the Jews* originally 
hewn in the rock, but in* a gret^ ir^s^reideftriiyed by 
the Romans. Strangers are alfe (hewn here, II Campo 
Santo , The holy field* called in Scriptur b AuUama y 
or the field of Blood, purchafed with; thHthirty pieces 
of filver, for which Judas betrayed his rafter, and 
afterwards returned to the chief priefhHit is about 
thirty feet fquare, and hewn in a rock; v : -At prefent it 
is the burying place of the Armenians, who letdown 
the bodies through large holes. It was formerly wal- 
led in by St Helena, and fence that time Has been cal- 
led il Campo Santo. / " ' U a-., u * riid m'l 

Her e are feveral caves of the feme kind*! many of 
which the peafancs have taken poffeffion: rf, Kfo that 
thofe very places which were receptacle&fcfcthr dead, 
are now dwellings for the living* > In one of theft ca- 
verns are feveral remains of paintings, whididnclined 

me to think* it might formerly haVel tw* ahcha£el, 

r ‘, - 


378 Travels through part of Europe, 

and in it is ftill an altar, where mafs ufed to be faid. 
This rock is every where hewn into chambers of 
apartments, and according to tradition, eight of the 
Apoftles concealed themfelves here during the trial 
and crucifixion of their matter. 

We now defcended into the valley of Jehofhaphat, 
where not only the Turks, and other eaftern people, 
but alfo the fathers of the Latin church, firmly believe 
that there will be a general gathering of all the people 
of the earth at the day of judgment, taking the pro- 
phecy of Joel in a literal fenfe. The firft thing we 
faw here was Nehemiah’s pit, where, according to the 
• tradition, he concealed the facred fire when the Jews 
were carried away captive to Babylon ; and where, 
according to the fecond book of Maccabees, it was 
found after their return from the Babylonifh captivity. 
It is now a well, but when we were there the water in 
it was very low ; though fometimes it overflows in 
fuch a manner as to lay the vale under water, which 
occafions great rejoicings among the Turks and Ara- 
bians, as being a certain prognoftick of a very plenti- 
ful year. 1 ■ 

The next remarkable place fhewn us was, where 
the prophet Ifaiah is faid to have fuffered martyrdom ; 
but inftead of the cedar formerly {landing there, it is 
denoted by a white mulberry tree. This valley is wa- 
tered by the brook Kidron, or Cedron, which how- 
ever was now quite dry. It is alfo faid, that near this 
place Solomon’s delicious gardens were fituated ; but 
at prefent nothing but wild berries grows here, 
r; At a little diftance from bence we came to the Pri- 
C&na Natatoria^ or the fwimming pool of Siloe, or 
Siloam, where our Saviour gave fight to one who had 
been blind from his birth. ■ It’s length is about thirty 
feet, the breadth about twelve, and the depth fixteen. 
The water is conveyed to it by a fubterraneous aque- 
dudl from a fpring, where the holy virgin is faid fre- 
qofentlj to have * wafhed her hands j and accordingly 
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the Turks have not been wanting to build an oratory 
here. Facing this pool is the village of Siloe, the re- 
fidence of king Solomon’s concubines ; and here we 
faw the cave where the unnatural facrifices were offer- 
ed to the idol Moloch. Somewhat higher is the 
mountain of offence or infamy, fo called from the 
high places built there by Solomon, when his wives, 
availing themfelves of the imbecility of age, feduced 
his wife heart to praftife the impieties of their execra- 
ble idolatry. 

Farther on the declivity of the mountain we 
came to the burying places of the modern Jews. 
They pay a fequin daily to the Turks for this privi- 
lege, whether they bury any dead or not; though 
great numbers are known to come from very diftant 
places, to have the fatisfadlion of dying here : and 
others bring the bones of their parents, or anceftors. 
Near the top of this mountain the people pretend that 
Judas revenged himfelf of his perfidy by fuicide, 
hanging himfelf on a fycamore tree. 

But of all the antiquities in this country, whether 
facred or prophane, nothing is equal to the fepulchres 
of Zacharias and Abfalom, which lie in the valley 
near the brook Kidron. ; This Zacharias was the 
fon of Barachias, • and murdered betwixt the altar and 
the temple His fepulchre is entirely of one piece 
hewn out of the rock, and embelliflied with fixteen 
pillars of the Ionic order, four in a row. 

.Absalom’s fepulchre, though very elegant, is 
not of one piece, and has greatly fuftered by time, 
hiring feveral holes or apertures in it, through which 
the Jews, in deteftation of his unnatural rebellion, 
frequently throw ftones. * • * - : l 

On the right-hand of Zacharias’s fepulchre is a ca- 
vern with two pillars, hewn in < the rock. To this 
place it is pretended, that St James withdrew at the 
time of our Saviour’s death ; vowing not* to? take any 
food ’till his Lord was rifen from the dead.- But 
*. i they 
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tbey^ *4d* dift , Jefujjofp ^ampcnce his *caU ap- 
peared hmj ojtcthe ihif4?daySi]Jbfin^ng him pro- 
visions f^jcopimernoration of which* this! place was 
fi^merly nmde a chapel. Behind AbfalonoiV fepukhre 
is that oflfeng Jeho(haphat,r,a fpacious cavern* but 
now in rwin^,« )vhich cannot be fcen without concern * 
the embelliflin^ents of the door* and degunt form of 
it being of , remarkable beauty; The general opinion 
is* that .this monument gave name to the valley V 
and it is the opinion of fome* that the valley of Je. 
hofhaphat* fignifies the valley ctf .VifiaDU->r>hfV/ 

Near thefe fepulchres is a fmalhlbridge of one 
arch, and at the foot of it.^e were fhewn an impref- 
fion of our Saviour’s knees* and feet* he having fallen 
down here as his enemies were dragging him to Je^ 
rufelem. Here> we faw feveral foundations* and re- 
mains of the old city * and h^w the ground by the 
fucceflive accumulations of ruins, became in procefs 
of time, to be To greatly raffed./*' ?x £ *o 

Hence we went to the garden of Gethfemane* 
now a ploughed field, having in- it eight ^ery antienc 
olive-trees, which if not the lame that flood there in 
our Saviour’s time, the people pretend ,to have fprung 
up from the fame root. This, field at* preterit* be- 
longs.^tp -the fathers of the Latin Church*, * who have 
here an Arabian watchman, to , take, cato^that no 
branch or- ^wig of the olive-treesj beii torn -off * for 
which fie is r allowed*, half , fhe produgei^ the <tree$ f 
and whatever be can make of thefield.,- tar / 13 r 'nr£ 
Here we were defired to take notice of a narrow 
pathfe #ng ^hWhjpda&^s faid to hayfriled tfifc officers, 
whea he catpje M be|ray 4 h»* matter^ and rtofperpeb 
tuatp. -tl^ia^rj^leOtr^^^yv * pillar f^lierpSed 
here* hut # nc^almoft buried. ; A little HigherV we 
can^,to A thexf^Q?ifeld to be. that where nthe Apoffle* 
feJJ afl^eg^f^d fm^ thence ito ih© entrance of 

a pave, .pretended ,m te thft place where our Saviour 
fufiereJ his'agony and bloody fweet. This entrance 
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the father procurator ofthe Holy Lancia eaufed to be 
mured up, rb(f^Tutk$ : throw ing ; all kind of ordure 
into it i however^ ‘another entrance has been made, 
through which we pafied into the cave. This for- 
merly was a church, and has ftill a moft beautiful 
pavement, 1 ’ but to fecu re it from the violence of the 
Turks, the fathers have covered it with earth.- 1 Here 
are two altars, and on that againfl the wall, the angel 
who brought the crofs and cup to our Saviour, is faid 
to have retted, - during the time of his prayer. Here 
on the Wednefday in Paflion week, the fathers of the 
Holy Land celebrate mafs, and fcourge themfelves. 
They alfo (hewed us the place where the Virgin Mary 
fawii S$ Stephen (toned * likewife another place with 
the impreflion of the Virgin’s girdle, which (he let 
fall on St Thomas’s refufing to believe that fhe was 
rifen from the dead.- This fuppofed girdle is now one 
of the curiofities-of .Florence. 3Yiftop$tr 

We next vifited *tnttfch‘ i Sf :r tll(? 

Sepulchre of the holy Virgin ; formerly of Angular 
magnificence, but at prefent under ground, and we 
were obliged to defeend near fifty ruined (teps to it* 
On the right-hand of- thefe-fteps they (hew two altars, 
ereded over the graves of St Joachim and St Anne, 
nearly related to the holy Virgin i and on the left that 
of St Jofeph, the reputed father of our Saviour. 

In a.lmall chapel we were (hewn the holy Virgin’s 
fepulchre, which is incruftated with marble, and near 
it are a great number of glafs lamps continually burn- 
ing. itn £ la sohon oj bairteo swv aw 3 n sri 

This (acred place belongs to the Latins, who alone 
have the privilege of celebrating mafs in It, '/which 
they perform with great folemnity, on the feaft ’oFtfcfe’ 
anniverfary of the holy Virgin ; -though Greeks 
and Armenians, Copticks and Syrians, Have ' lik e wrfe" 
their altars, with lamps burning before them, which, : 
indeed, 2i$ very necefiary, the church being very dark, 
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The Turks keep the keys of this fubterraneous flrue- 
ture, and have an oratory adjoining to it. 

In our next tour we pafled through the gate of 
Damafcus to view Jeremiah’s cave; where he is faid to 
have compofed his Lamentations. 

It is very fpacious, light, and elegantly hewn in 
the rock ; on the left-hand is his bed, a kind of 
couch, or ftone bench formed in the rock. This 
cave is in the hands of the Dervifes, who have an 
oratory and a garden ; and, as proprietors, demand a 
caphar. In the cave itfelf, which formerly was a 
Chriftian convent, ftill remain two pillars formed out 
of a part of the rock, to fupport the roof. 

About half a mile farther are the fepulchres of 
the kings, and though it is not abfolutely known to 
whom they were dedicated, yet they are truly wor- 
thy the magnificent defign. You enter through an 
oval door, leading into an area, forty paces fquare, 
hewn out of the rock *, the floor and the walls are of 
one piece, being hewn in the fame rock : but at pre- 
fent the floor is covered with earth of a confiderable 
depth. 

* Towards the fouth, the rock is hewn in the form 
of a piazza, with feveral decorations of archke&ure, 
as pillars and architraves all of the Corinthian 
Order. 

On the left-hand is a door, but fo choaked up with 
ruins, that we were obliged to creep through it. 
This led us into a large fquare chamber hewn in the 
rpck, with admirable fmoothnefs, but the floor is 
covered with earth and fragments of ftones, which 
were formerly doors and farchophagus’s. Near the 
entrance are two doors, and on the right-hand a 
third. 

The firft on the left-hand leads to a fecond cham- 

4 . 

ber, fomething fmaller than the firft, but hewn in 
the rock. ' Here we faw fix low doors, opening into 
as many fepulchres, and behind each a fmaller, where 
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pofllbly the bodies of children were depofited. In 
this fecond chamber we law feveral broken doors and , 
decayed tombs, exadtly of the fame conftrudtion with 
the others. Here is alfo a particular fepulchre, the 
way to which is through a fmall piazza. It is of a * 
fquare form, with three rows of niches hewn in the 
rock, where the coffins were placed, feveral of which 
were lying on the ground, and decorated with gar- 
lands and feftoons in baflo relievo. 

In the third chamber are fix fepulchres, fome of 
which have alfo fmaller behind them. One of thefe 
furpaffed the reft: in beauty and workmanfhip, the 
door is ftill entire, and exhibits an undeniable proof 
of the great, ingenuity and fkill of the artift. It is 
formed out of one piece of the fame done with the 
rock, and turns on it’s hinges alfo hewn in the rock. 
One of the upper hooks is broke, fo that at prefent 
it cannot be (hut : a fufficient fpace is left at the top, 
for removing the door, but was doubtlefs hewn out 
of the fame rock •, and it is very probable that the 
other doors were made in the fame manner, but they 
have fuffered fo greatly by time, and the violence of 
religious zeal, that they lie at prefent in ruins. 

Her e are two benches hewn in the rock. A fmall 
piazza led us to a little chamber, having a bench on 
the left-hand, and at the upper end of it two others, 
one over the other. Several fragments of (tones were 
lying near thefe benches, and among them the lid of 
a large larcophagus, adorned with very beautiful baffo 
relievos, of garlands and flowers. We obferved fe- 
veral other fragments of the fame kind, but lefs or- 
namented.. They are by fome fuppofed to be the 
coffins of king Manalfeh, and his fons Ammon and 
Jofiah. Here we obferved feveral little holes, pro- 
bably intended for holding lamps. We next vifited 
the fepulchre of Helena, queen of Adiabena, fituated 
about two miles off, having fome peafants to attend 
us s but we found nothing worthy curiofity, or to re- 
^ compence 


i 


384 Travels through pdrt of Europe, 

compence us for th’t trouble we had been at. Antient- 
ly the city of. Jerufalem extended itfelf beyond thefe 
fepulchres of the kings, and we obferved in feveral 
places foundations, and other marks of large ftruc- 
tures. On our return to the convent, the vicar of 
the Greek patriarch, fent us a prefent of a fat lamb, 
four large loaves, and fome of the beft.wine I had 
drank in Jerufalem. And we returned the civility 
with a prefent nearly equivalent, fo that the vicar 
found himfelf difappointed, fuch prefents being never 
fent here, but with a view of receiving greater. 

On the day when the pilgrims are permitted to 
perform the fervice in the holy places, we found every 
place crowded with people felling bread, grapes* 
candles, raifins, crucifixes, &c. arid the church of 
the holy fepulchre refembled a fair. 

T h e next morning we were prefent at the confe- 
cration of a Greek bifhop ; the whole, body of the 
clergy walked feveral times round the altars, with 
cenfers in their hands, throwing the perfume both on 
the altar and the people. They then alternately took 
the bifhop by the hand, and walked three times with 
him round the altar, while he each time kiffed the 
four pillars of it. He then kneeled down before it, 
and the Gofpel was laid on his head. 

The archbifhop, who officiated with two* other 
bifhops, having read fome verfes out of the Gofpels, 
they proceeded with great appearance of joy, to fing 
an hymn, beginning Agio*, Worthy, 1 Wor- 

thy. . 

After this his prieftly habit was taken off to 
make room for the epifcopal robe. Then from an 
eminence at the partition, which feparates the church 
from the Holy of Holies, the Gofpel was read in 
Greek, Arabic, and Sclavonic. This: was . followed 
by a proceffion through every part of the church; 
the archbifhop, at the fame time, recommending him 
. to the people j and the whole concluded with his 
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being led up to the altar, bleffed a fecond time by the 
impofition of hands. At the fame time we faw the 
confecration of feme inferior clergy * but thefe were 
difpatched with very little ceremony. 

W e had been long defirous of making the whole 
tour of the city of Jerufalem, and had now an op- 
portunity of executing our willies. ■ * This walk may 
be eafily performed in an hour. We palled out of 
the city by the gate of Bethlehem, called alfo the gate 
of Hebron, or J.oppa, as leading to thole places, be*: 
ing fituated on the well fide of the city. ’Between 
this gate and the next, which is that of Zion, is the 
cave where the Apolllc Peter, after denying his ma- 
iler, is faid to have retired to bewail his tranfgrelTion f 
Next to the gate of Zion, called alfo the gate of 
David, lying on the fouth fide of the city, is a fmaller 
gate, now Ihut up, and called by the name of Stere- 
quilina, or Dung-gate, through which, the foil of 
the city was carried. The Jews are alfo faid to have 
dragged our Saviour .through this gate into Jerufalem, 
by way of derifion, being . accounted the meanelt, 
though at the fame time the moll antient gate of 
the city. 

Between this and the next, which is called the 
golden gate, we obferved in the wall a fragment of a 
pillar, and over it a nich, refembling thofe frequently 
, leen in the fmall mofques or oratories of the Turks. 
Here the Mufiulmen are firmly perluaded Mahomet 
will fit at the general judgment, which they believe 
will be held in the valley of Jchofhaphat. This golden 
gate, probably fo called from it’s ftiperior magnifi- 
cence to the others, or from ’, it’s ornaments’ being de- 
corated with gold, is at prelent walled lip, on ac- 
count of a tradition among the Turks, that when the 
Chriftians make themfelves mailers of the city of Je- 
rufaleip, they will enter through it in triumph. 
This g^te has two walls, and within it a Turkilh ora- 
tory, in which feverai lamps are continually burning. 
Vol.L Cc \Yc 
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We were alfo informed, that the Turks had another 
feafon lor (hutting up this gate, namely, that as their 
burial places were near it, they fufpe&ed the Chri- 
ftians would pronounce a curfe over them as they paf- 
fed by thele manfions of the dead. This is alio laid 
to be the gate through' which our Saviour made his 
public entry into Jerufalem. '*■ ' 

The next gate we came to in our tourer was that 
of St Stephen’s, called alfo the (beep- gate. Near it 
is a large refervoir which fupplies the baths with 
water. And at a fmall diftance beyond the corner:«of 
the wall is Herod’s gate, fo called either from being 
built by Herod, or from it’s proximity to the palace 
ot that prince ; it is fituated bn the north fide of the 
city. Near it is the place faid to be the prophet Je- 
remiah’s prifpn. ’ ’ *' : 

H ere is a fmall bridge of two arches, and at a 
little diftance part of a fepulchre, decorated with baflo 
relievos and garlands ; probably it was once a part of 
the fepulchres of the kings. ‘ ‘ 

A small diftance farther is the gate of Damafcus, 
fituated alfo on the north fide of the city. Through 
fhis gate moft of the pilgrims enter Jerufalem, as 
tying towards Ramah and Joppa. At laft we came 
again to the gate of Bethlehem. So that this city, 
formerly fo large, and ft ill fo famous, has only (even 
gates ; but my account of it fhall be concluded in 
the following chapter. 
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Farther ac count of jhe city of Jerusalem, and 
of the convent of the. Holy La no, together 
with Jo me remarks on the order oj the holy J'e- 
pulckre* • Jews, &c. 


1 ' H I S city, which muft be/ allowed fcarce in-, 
ferior to Rome itfelf, with regard to fame, 
has undergone feveral viciflitudes and cataftrophes, ' 
having been many times taken and recovered with 
dreadful (laughter and devaftations. The Chriftians, 
however, for fometime continued matters of it ; for 
in the year 1099, Godfrey de Bouillon, after a fiege 
of thirty-eight years, took it with this .remarkable 
circumftance, that he was the firft who fet his foot 
on the walls He did not, however, long keep pof- 
fefnon of his kingdom, dying the next year. His 
brother Baldwyn, fucceedcd him, in whofe reign, 
namely 'in the year 1:04, the fociety of the Hofpi- 
tallers were inftituted for entertaining the pilgrims on 
their coming to Jerufilem. This fociety foon be- 
came an order of Knighthood, on account df the dig- 
nity and merits of many of it’s members;,’ among 
whom many were men of quality, and who had di- 
ftinguifhed themfelves in the wars. Such was the 
origin of the Knights of • Jerufalem. Thefe after- 
wards being driven out of the Holy Land, kept for 
a long time pottcfiion of the Hand of Rhodes; but be- 
ing afterwards driven from that retreat, they removed 
to Malta, where they have diftinguifhed themfelves 
by the title of the Knights of St John of Malta. 

In the year 1118, the order of Knights Templars 
commenced, fo called from their cattle being near the 
sample of the holy fepulchre *, and to their protec- 
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tion the. pilgrims coming to Jerufalem were recom- 

omerkiecL;^"' r r . . */.: ?’ ..*» 

i i 

:;"The above king Baldwyn was fucceeded by his 
Ion Baldwyn the fecond ; and he by his fon-in-law 
JFouikne, Earl of Anjou, who died by a fall from his 
»horfe in hunting. The-laft king of Jerufalem was 
Guy dc Lufignin, who in the year 1187, being'de- 
, feated and taken prifoner by Saladin, Tultan of Baby- 
lon, the city of Jerufalem, was, at the fame time, 
facked by the Saracens. ’ • t 

.The modern Jerufalem, from the many changes it 
has undergone, has been more than once- rebuilt *, and 
even it’s name changed. However, under the Chri- 
ftians, it recovered it’s appellation, but was : very far 
from being equal to the jcruialem deftroyed by the 
Romans. • • 'l lcu. ; hnd 

/. It is at prefent fituated on an eminence in Judea, 
there being a very confiderable afcent r Ja going to it. 
All the adjacent country has a barren, 4 wild afpedt, 
confiding of bare, arid, and white rocks, of a calcarious 
fubdance, except on the fide of Bethlehem, where the 
Toil is fruitful and well cultivated. * * •* - 

The city, as it is fmaller, fo alfo 1 t ? s fituationis 
confiderably altered fince our Saviour’s time. < Mount 
Zion was then within - the city, and mount Calvary 
without; at prefent the latter is contained within the 
. walls, and part of mount Zion excluded. ;The di- 
dance from cad to w r ed is confiderably- greater than 
that from fouth to north. In the year 1559* the em- 
peror Solyman caufed it to be furrounded with a good 
done wall, about a rod in thicknefs, and four thou* 
fond five hundred in circuit, and at certain didances 
fquare towers, with embrafures to be erected. .. At 
the lame time a dry moat was carried from the gate 
of Damafcus to that of Bethlehem, where the cadie is 
fituated. r This is called Cadel Pifano, being built by 
the inhabitants of Pi fa, and is, as it were, the citadel 
of Jerufalem. : It’s Vails and tQwers are very ftrong, 

the 
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the.. moats fteep, .broad,, and lined with, free ;ftone. 
The ramparts are likewife planted with cannon, nor 
is the city ever without/ a ftroog. garrifon of jani- 
zaries. . • / ‘ .• ily.vol. *i 

Most of the houfes within the walls have only one 
ftory, with Hone flat roofs, and fcarce any without a 
ciftern, for preferving rain water. This indeed is al- 
rooft of ablolute neceflity, there being neither wells, 
(brings, nor rivers. ^ It’s prefent inhabitants confift of 
feveral denominations, as Franks, Greeks, Armenians, 
Maronites,,. Georgians, Syrians, Coptis, Abyfiinians, 

; &c though the whole colicdive number of all thefe 
different feds of Chriftians, is very far fliort of that of 
the Arabians, Turks, and Jews ; the laft are.very nume- 
rous; they are reckoned to be more than two thou - 
fand •, and as the Turks are no ftrangers to their fond- 
nefs'.of living and, dying at Jerufalem, .they make 
their advantages of it, fometimes winking at. the in-, 
creafe of them, and then at once .draining them 
by. all manner of exadions. The Jews of. Jerufa- 
lem, are divided into three feds, the Karaites, who. 
adhere to the letter of the Scripture, without admit- 
ting any comments, or glofles ; the Rabbinifts, who 
receive for indubitable truths, all the comments and 
traditions fo well known in the world, and are hence, 
much more fuperftitious than the former ; the third 
are the Afkenites, who come from Germany, and 
are known among their brethren by the. .name of 
new converts; not being defeended from the twelve 
tribes. . . , . 

It is not long ;fince thefe laft were very powerful 
here*, but the Turks knowing they were -very rich, 
found means to fleece them in fuch an unmerciful 
manner, that at length, after contrading debts, while 
they had any credit, they all retired iecretly in one 
night ; at which the infidels in the heat of their rage 
fet fire to their lynagogue, which was by far the no- 
bleft ftrudure of that land in Jerufalem. • / L 

Besides 
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Besides thefe three feds, there is in the country 
of Paleftine a fourth lort of Jews, but fworn enemies 
to the others, I mean the Samaritans *, thefe have fre- 
quently endeavoured by the arts of bribery to obtain 
the privilege ot living in Jerufalem, and in order to 
atcomplifh this defign, have lavifhed away above five 
hundred purfes. But the Jews, by their money and 
artifice, have hitherto deleated their defigns. 

Before our departure from Jerufalem we were 
prefent at another folemnity, the creation of a knight 
of the holy fepulchre. If the knight appears in periori 
it is taken the better ; but the ceremony is allowed to 
be performed by proxy. The father guardian girds" 
the knight or in his abfence the proxy, with God- 
frey de Bouillon’s fword, and puts on his fpurs. They 
are both indeed very ancient *, but it would be diffi- 
cult to prove, that they ever belonged to king 
Godfrey. 

The knights on their creation engage, that in cafe 
of a war for the recovery of the Holy Land, that they 
will affift in perfon, or fend a proper man in their 
Head : it is not neceflary that they fhould be of noble 
defcent ; they require nothing further, than that they 
follow no manual trade, and have an independent for- 
tune. 

In Spain and France they are accounted noble j 
and in the former I have feen feveral of thefe knights. 
The charges and fees of their creation, amount to 
one hundred fequins •, but benefactors, in confidera- 
tion of their fervices, pay nothing •, thele general- 
ly are French confuls, and other Levant merchants, 
who have done fome confiderable favour to the Holy 
J,and, and who are therefore regiflered as benefadors.- 
Sometimes the father guardian is'pleafed to accompany 
this honour with letters of adoption •, and the perfon 
on whom this favour is conferred may be allured, that 
prayers are here offered up for him •, nay, that he has a 
fhare in all the maffes faid daily for the bcnefa&ors of 
\ 7 ’* ‘ the 1 
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the I Toly Land ; and alfo in all the good, works done 
there by the ecclefiafticks. 

As the time of our departure now approached, we 
waited on all the fathers with whom we had contracted 
any acquaintance, or to whom we owed any obligation,. 
And the father guardian gave us a patent jealed with, 
his fignet, certifying, that we had vifited all the holy 
places ; on which we prefented our offering to the con- 
vent, as gratitude for the favours we had received, 
required. All Franks, of whatever feCt, are very well 
received and entertained here; if they prefent any thing 
to the convent it is kindly received,*, but if not, no. 
exception is taken. 

As we had all the greateft reafon to be fatisfied with 

W • | 

our reception, fo we had now, in fome meafure, ac- 
commodated ourfelves to the fettled way of living 
here, which was in the following manner : we ufually 
fat down to dinner with the religious about nine in the 
morning, and about five in the afternoon to fupper. . 

The reafon for thefe regulations is, becaufe the, 
monks muft rife at midnight to fay their firft mattins^ 
befide which, they are to affift at the feveral religious, 
offices of devotion during the day. 

This convent receives confiderable prefents from 
feveral European kingdoms and Hates, but the prin- 
cipal part of it’s revenue from Spain, amounting to. 
eight or ten thoufand pounds per aunum. Remit- 
tances are alfo lent it from the kingdom of Naples 
and Italy : what it receives from France is inconfi- 
derable ; and from Venice only glalfcs, books, and 
other merchandizes ; the flate having abfolutely pro- 
hibited any money to be fent to the Floly Land. * 
But the revenues it receives from Germany are not 
iefs than three thouland pounds per annum. 

Notwithstanding this vaft revenue,, which is 
very far from being exaggerated, the Holy Land la- 
bours under a debt of one hundred thoufand piaflers. 
This is im outed to the immenlc charges of rebuilding 

the 
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the cupola of the holy fepuichre, which is faid to have 
coft above a million of piutters, the wood for it having 
been brought from Holland ; and a confiderable fum 
was fent to the Porte to obtain a licence for thatnecef- 
fary work. 

The Greek clergy voluntarily offered to contribute • 
their fhare towards the repair, but were refufed by the 
Latin clergy ; the Turks having induftrioufly fo- 
mented the animofity between them, in order to draw 
money from both parties *, for the cupola properly be- 
longs to the Latins, and the Greeks are proprietors of 
the walls and pillars which fupport it. 

The Latins were defirous of becoming proprietors 
of the whole building, and accordingly alledged, that 
in order to repair fully the cupola, it was proper that 
the walls fhould be rebuilt *, as otherwife the whole 
ftru&ure might fall in. The Greeks, on the other 1 
hand, pleaded, that as the walls, fupported the dome, 
belonged to them, they were entitled to a fhare in re- 
pairing it, and take care that it’s weight might be 
proportioned to the walls. 

The debate retarded the work for a long time; 
but at length both parties were inclined to an accom- 
modation, which was brought about by the French 
ambaffador, as reprefentative of the king of France, 
in quality of prote&or of the holy fepulchre. This . 
pofl entitles the ambaffador to the advantage of being 
one of the happy number of benefactors, for whom a 
mafs is daily faid here. 

The father procurator of the convent is known to 
take up money at a very high intereft, by which the 
Turks are convinced, that the holy houfe is very 
far from being in opulent circumftances. This has, 
however by fome, been confidered only as a refined 
piece ©f policy, fuch fums being borrowed only from 
Turks of confiderable wealth and power, in order to 
attach them to the interefl of the convent ; for fhould 
the * houfe be deftroyed, and the monks driven from 
' 4 their 
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their abode, there would be at once an end of both- 
principal and intereft. * 

The Arabians have more than once affaulted the 
convent, but never could find any money in it, tho* 
they are daily witneftes of it’s vaft expen ces. Whence 
both they and feveral Turks believe, that there is a 
fubterraneous pattage from Jerusalem to Joppa, thro* 
which they convey their wealth. 

But however this be, the convent makes very* 
large donations to the Arabians refiding near the 
roads, that the fathers and pilgrims may pafs unmo** 
letted. 

We now left the famous city of Jerufalem, palling 
out of it through the gate of Bethlehem, in compa- 
ny with a caravan, efcorted by the Pafcha, and going 
towards Ramah j but we were obliged to pay to the 
Arabians twenty- five paras for caphar. This fum, 
however, was not thrown away, as we found the road 
entirely fafe. 

The Pafcha accompanied us from Ramah to Jop- 
pa, but we were obliged to halt about an hour from 
the town, the pilgrims being here to pay another tax, 
from which we, as Franks, were exempt. 

Being arrived at Joppa, and finding no opportu- 
nity of going to Damiata, in our way to Egypt, we 
applied to the agent of the French nation, defiring 
that he would procure us a convenient palfage to St 
John d’Acri. There were at that time in Joppa road 
nineteen French vefiels, the matters of which, on ac-- 
count of the great number of pilgrims, had entered 
into an agreement concerning the tare. 

As we were in company with the pilgrims, we were 
obliged to apply to the chief officer of the cuftoms 
for leave to depart ; who after many ceremonies, 
gave 11s to underftand, that, in conformity to the pra- 
ctice of the country, fome little prefent was expected. 
But we being now unwilling to be impofed on, as at 
cur firft coming to Joppa, produced our firman ; and 
- v D d one 
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one of the company told him, at the fame time, that 
he intended to return through Conftantinople, and. 
that if we could be of any fervice to him there, he 
would pleafe to command us. He underflood our 
meaning, and with a very fullen air told us, y we 
had his leave to depart. Thus we difappointed his 
-covetous defigns, and faved thirty piallers, : which, 
through ignorance, we had paid at our firft landing. 

After flaying a few days at Joppa, we embarked 
on board a French vefiel for St John d’Acri, and fkih 
«d by the ruins of the ancient Casfarea. >:nAmong 
other paflengers in this veffel was a monk d re fifed en- 
tirely in white, and whofe language none of us could 
underfland. He was luppofed to be a native of Pei> 
fia, or fome of the eaftern countries, r; Franks have 
indeed been known to difguife themielves in this man- 
ner, the better to gain a perfect acquaintance with the 
particular manner of living among the Turks, having 
by this difguife free accefs every where, and fome of 
them are admitted even within the walls of Mecca. 

In two days we arrived at St John d ? Acri, for? 
jnerly known by the name of Ptolemais, from Ptole- 
my king of Egypt ; but fo far from retaining any 
thing of it’s former luflre, that it has the appearance 
of a bombarded town, full of demolifhed churches, 
palaces, and large ftrudtures, which chiefly belonged 
to the Grand Mailer, and the knights of St John. 
All it’s ancient grandeur, and large extent, is now re^ 
duced to one long llreet ; but it’s former profperi- 
ty feems to be again approching, by the commerce 
fettled here, for fiiteen mercantile French companies, 
and one Englilh, confiding of three brothers, who 
traded very largely, were iettled here. Thefe Euro- 
pean merchants live together in a very large and fpa- 
• cious hoqfe or kane called II Campo, where they have 
dll their feveral apartments. It is a fquare building, 
having a large area in the centre, and a piazza and 
^ailery ^tending quite round it. 

During 
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Afia Minor, the Archipelago, . &b. 395 

.During our ftay here we took, a walk round the 
•caftle, which anciently was larger than die city itfelf, 
‘2nd well fortified with walls, bulwarks, and moats. 
We faw there feverai largje Hone bullets, or blocks, 
.thrown into it by means of fome military engine ufed 
in thofe times, but now unknown. 

W e next vifited the ruins of the iron or devil’s ca- 
flle, which ftands within the city. This likewife was 
formerly a very ftrong and well fortified ftru&ure, and 
fome of .the ftones are of furprifing dimenfions. Near 
; the ruins of the palace of the Grand Mafter is Hill an 
edifice called Facardiri, from the famous emir of the 
• Drufes, who intended to make himfelf mafter of all 
Indian and place the feat of his empire at St John 
d’Acri *, but after many fignal fucceflfes, experience fa- 
tally convinced him of the inconftant fate of war. * ' . 

Before we proceeded to Syria, Arabia, &c. we 
agreed to take a tour to mount Carmel, and fome 
other places in Galilee, as Nazareth, Tabor, the town 
and lea of Tiberias, Saphet, &c. 


End of the First Volume 



‘ Q\ 

, — x; 


CF C'AfOKQ 


I 


•* 


> 

o 








t 


* 


t 


« !• 



% 






Digitized by Google 


Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 


DAWKINS COLLECTION 



THIS WORK IS 

PLACED ON LOAN IN THE LIBRARY 
OF THE TAYLOR INSTITUTION BY 
THE RECTOR AND FELLOWS OF 
EXETER COLLEGE 
OXFORD 




